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Teachers demonstrate in front of MLA office
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Teachers held a demonstration in Moosomin during a one-day provincial strike Tuesday. Teachers are asking the provincial government to come to
the table to discuss class sizes and other issues. A second one-day strike is planned for today, and teachers will be gathering in Moosomin again.

Sask teachers hold one-day strike

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
Saskatchewan teachers held a one-day strike Tuesday
and will be out on strike again today. The World-Specta-
tor sat down with Nathan Bromm, principal at Rocanville
School and vice-president of the Saskatchewan Teachers’
Federation, to find out what the teachers’ concerns are.
Following is the full interview:

Can you explain for me the whole dispute between
the provincial government and STF (Saskatchewan
Teachers’ Federation) right now?

Well, basically it's about the fact that we’ve been at the
table since June, ten days of negotiations and then many

TOLL FREE:
R 1-800-880-4533

Moosomin, SK » 306-435-3313

days of conciliation, and we can’t get to a common path
and move forward on issues that are important to teach-
ers. The main toplc, of course, is class complexity, class
size and violence in the classroom. That’s just a topic that
the government has been unwilling to move on, they re-
fuse to even talk about it or acknowledge that it’s some-
thing that could be addressed through bargaining and
that’s why we're here today.

Explain those issues, like violence in the classroom.

One of the things that's changed is—lots of people
think we're talking about perhaps a teenager who wants
to fight and those types of things but we’re not actual-

ly talking about that. There are those isolated incidents
but we're talking about intensive needs students, kids
that have behavior concerns—typically a lot of the time
we're talking about elementary kids. The province has
shifted to an inclusive model with inclusion of all stu-
dents in public schools in public classrooms, which is a
great thing, but at the same time in shifting to that model
they’ve cut resources and support, so we don’t have the
professionals, we don’t have the speech pathologists, the
counsellors, the EAs, OTs (Occupational Therapists), all
those folks that help kids regulate and deal with whatever
issues, concerns or developmental delays that they have.
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Another win
for the Rangers

Rachelle  Apperley
captured this photo
of Bud Holloway in
action for the Moo-
somin Rangers dur-
ing the Moosomin vs
Carnduff Red Dev-
ils game on January
13 in Carnduff. The
Rangers won the
game 5-2, and remain
undefeated in the Big
Six so far this season
with a 12-0 record as
of last week and 24
points. Bud Holloway
was the leading scor-
er in the league with
56 points followed by
the Rangers’' Brock
Trotter with 42 points.
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Feeding the Future®

TECH TIME
FOR SENIORS

Sponsored by Age Friendly Moosomin

Join us to learn the basics of using your electronic device
(iPad, iPhone, Android Phone, Android Tablet or personal
computer, or we can loan you an iPad).

Course levels for beginner and novice users of technology
No cost for participants

Classes scheduled weekly for February and March
at the Moosomin Library in the evenings from
6-7:30 pm with instructor Felicite Mailloux.

(Day of the week to be determined by participants).
Transportation to class available

903 South Front Street

If interested, enrol by phoning Devona Putland at 306-435-9046 (cell) {former liquor store) E Monda; to Friday: 10 am - 6 pm
or 306-435-2272 (home), or Ann Norgan at 306-435-3139. moomincegmatieon 7 e n e

Local Employment Opportunities
f www.world-spectator.com/employment.php
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From left are McNaughton High School Principal Sherrie Meredith and Vice-Principal Scott Sully, SE Cornerstone School Division Chair Audrey
Tremblay, Subdivision 1 board rep Devona Putland, MacLeod School Principal Tammy Cole, Superintendant Jeff St. Onge, and Director of Educa-
tion Keith Keating at the community consultation on Thursday.

Capital project for McNaughton possible

BY KarRA KINNA

South East Cornerstone School Division held a com-
munity consultation meeting in Moosomin on Thursday
to discuss school facility options for the future. Director
of Education Keith Keating said that while Moosomin
schools would not qualify for a new build based on pro-
vincial criteria, there was the option at putting in a sub-
mission for a minor capital renovation, which are capital
projects that fall within the $1 million to $10 million range,
allowing for major upgrades to a school.

“There is maybe a possibility here to get some money
from the provincial government,” he told the parents, stu-
dents and community members gathered at the meeting
that night.

“We can send in two applications annually. This is in
that $1 million to $10 million range. It must pertain to only
one facility, you can’t have it in two, and an application
must be independent of a major capital program for fund-
ing, so it can’t be part of a major or minor project, it has to
be one or the other.

“With that $10 million range we could think about re-
modelling the school and might have the ability to address
anumber of things within that school.

“There are a list of priorities that you could put into
a minor capital renovation. Some of the things could be
indoor air quality, PAA spaces, air conditioning, fire sup-
pression, window and door updates, flooring, acessibility
issues, washroom upgrades, and electrical upgrades.

“If we were to put a minor capital submission in, those
are some of the tﬁings that we could try to address if we
got the money from the provincial government.

“We take a look around and see where can we use the
minor capital and might it fit the criteria. I think that Moo-
somin may fall within that, but hearing from both of the
principals here, we want them to kind of tell you what
they feel the needs are in the schools.

“If we were able to apply for minor capital and get it for
one school, then that would free up some PMR (preventa-

Steven Bonk, MLA

for Moosomin Constituency
622 Main Street, Moosomin, SK
Phone: 306-435-4005

Email: stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
9am.-12noon; 1 p.m.-4p.m.
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tive maintenance and renewal) dollars to help not only the
other school, but the other schools in the division as well.
We love any time we get a new build because it frees up
that PMR money to make improvements in other schools.”

In 2023-24, South East Cornerstone will be receiving $2.7
million in PMR funding, which comes to around $77,000
per school in the division. PMR funding can only be used
on buildings and maintenance. However a minor capital
submission would be on top of any PMR funding received,
and would allow for major upgrades in a facility.

Both school principals also spoke at the meeting. Mac-
Leod School Principal Tammy Cole outlined some of the
recent upgrades at the school such as a new boiler and
HVAC system, new lighting, new tiled ceilings, new
doors, a technology refresh, painting the gym, and a new
sound system and screen for presentations. However she
said, with all the new technology, the school could really
use some electrical upgrades, allowing for more electrical
outlets in each room.

McNaughton High School Principal Sherrie Meredith
spoke about the up%fades at McNaughton High School re-
cently, including lighting, doors, ceiling tiles, HVAC, roof-
ing, emergency and exit lights, the west entrance flooring,
sidewalk upgrades, and a tech refresh. However she said
if she were to put anything on her wishlist, it would be
PAA (practical applied arts) upgrades to areas like the
home ec lab to bring it up to current standards. The cur-
rent home ec lab dates to 1968. Renovating the industrial
arts lab, and electrical upgrades were also on her list.

MMM

MOOSE MOUNTAIN MEATS
CO-OPERATIVE LIMITED

LOCALLY GROWN SIDES OF BEEF - $4.79/LB
Average weight 365-400 lbs

LOCALLY GROWN SIDES OF PORK - $2.50/LB
Average weight 80-90 Ibs

Includes cutting and wrapping for both

Wawota, SK ¢ 306-739-2500

As for air conditioning in the school, she said it would
be a “dream” but if she had to pick anything, it would be
renovations to the industrial arts lab or home ec lab first.

Other things like fitness rooms, upgrades to change
rooms, redoing community common areas, and seeing the
hallways and floors refreshed would also be on their wish
list according to Vice-Principal Scott Sully.
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So they can’t self-regulate and teachers
aren’t trained to deal with those types of
behaviors, they’re trained to teach, and al-
though they do their best, they don’t have
those supports, so we see violence in class-
rooms.

We see issues in the classrooms—and
the public isn’t aware of this—on a daily
basis being turned upside down. A stu-
dent has an outburst and desks are being
turned upside down because they don’t
know how to self-regulate. It's not the stu-
dent’s fault—they just don’t have the sup-
ports and the teachers don’t have enough
supports to manage those behavior issues
at the same time as teaching 25-35 kids.
So that's what has changed with inclusive
classrooms. Teachers fully support inclu-
sive classrooms but they need the resourc-
es and the supports and the professional
services to help those kids in tf\e school to
avoid bites, kicks, hits, and those types of
behaviors because the child is struggling
with whatever concern it might be.

What are some of the other major is-
sues? Is classroom size a major one?

Yes, classroom size has been getting
worse as well and that connects to the vio-
lence. The more kids you have in the room
then the more chances there are going to
be concerns.

Class complexity, violence and class size
are all interconnected but in classrooms it
can vary. Sometimes in rural areas we can
have smaller classes but there are many
grades in the classroom so it's more of
a concern of many grades, and we also
see classrooms upwards of 30-35. Lots of
classrooms are around 28 which makes
one-on-one time with a teacher and a stu-
dent less and less. They have less time to
spend time one-on-one supporting kids’
individual learning needs.

Over the past several years we've seen
the population of students in Saskatch-
ewan grow and the number of teachers
being cut. So it’s not just professional ser-
vices, but teachers have been cut. Since
2022 we have 4,000 more students in the
province and 145 less full-time equivalent
teachers. So that indicates bigger class
sizes.

So is the problem entirely at the pro-
vincial level or is there more that the
school divisions could be doing?

There are definitely responsibilities at
the provincial level and at the local level.
The challenge is the funding structure has
changed over the years and I'm not get-
ting into the debate over whether that’s
the correct way or not, but local school
boards cannot raise the mill rate, cannot
collect funds through the tax system now,
it comes from the provincial pot and the
provincial pot that is divvied out to school
divisions has been cut every year. It's not
even matching inflation so school divi-
sions are cutting professional supports,
cutting teachers and making larger class
sizes because they still have to pay for
classes, increasing costs in fuel, pay our
salaries, repair buildings, and all those
things.

They’ve tried for many years to not cut
the front line but now we're seeing that
over the last few years, having to cut front
line staff because they don’t have even an
inflationary increase to their budgets. I
know actually that some school divisions
have had funds in reserves but they've
been whittling those down. Some don’t
have them, some still do. They’re running
deficit budgets because the money isn’t
there from the provincial level.

So what’s the main purpose of the
picketing today? Is this a public relations
exercise to try to get the public onside or
the word out there?

There are two goals. We did a five-day
countdown to today to demonstrate to
the public and to the government that we
want to raise awareness and we want to
indicate that there’s a problem.

Yes, it is about building relationships
with the public and trying to exElain to
them what's going on in the schools. I
think many of the public do know what's
going on if they have kids in the system
but not everyone does have kids in the
system and so it’s to raise awareness to the
public and it also was to give the govern-
ment an opportunity to respond.

We gave them five days to say, “We're
serious. We have been bargaining with
you at the table, we've gone through the
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Sask teachers hold one-day strike

conciliation process and you haven't
budged on some of the key topics to us, so
now we are here saying that we are seri-
ous.” Teachers are making a political state-
ment saying that you need the political
will as tKe government to move on some
of these things to make classrooms better
for our students.

If the government doesn’t move, what’s
the next step?

That's hard to say. We have tentative
plans. The government, we feel, has left
us no choice other than to proceed with
other political actions but I think the key
thing is to note that we are ready to move
with more action, but we’re also prepared
to change our strategic actions and plans
based on how the government, how the
Minister of Education and how the Pre-
mier respond to today.

We are always willing to go back to the
table if they ]Xave a willingness to talk
about real solutions and make a commit-
ment to teachers and students. That’s the
message that we’ve been saying all along
and for the government to say that teach-
ers are not at the table, that’s not true.
We were there, we provided a variety of
ideas on how to support classrooms and
resource classrooms and we were stone-
walled. They said that they’re not talking
about any of those topics and if they’re
willing to come back and talk about some
of those topics, we will be there, but we're
not going to be going to a table and be told,
“No, we're not talking about anything.”

Can you see this leading to a full strike
at some point if things don’t change?

Potentially, potentially yeah, more ac-
tion could occur and this could escalate if
there’s an unwillingness from the govern-
ment or an unwillingness of the govern-
ment to give a mandate to the GTBC—the
Government Trustee Bargaining Commit-
tee. So either directly the Premier and the
Minister of Education could come forward
with some solutions or they have to give a
mandate to the bargaining committee that
they’ve delegated this work to. If they do
that, then we can avoid those next steps.

If you could speak directly to the Min-
ister of Education or the Premier, what
exactly would you tell them? What would
your message be?

My message would be that what teach-
ers are asking for is not just a benefit for
teachers but it’s a benefit for all of our stu-
dents in the public system and that if they
had a willingness to sit down and come up
with some concrete ideas and make a com-
mitment to resourcing those ideas through
the contract that we could solve this situ-
ation.

We can’t solve it overnight but we could
certainly put some plans in place—and
that we would just like to see some will-
ingness from the minister to sit down and
make that commitment to teachers and to
students and that we can find a path for-
ward and get back to what we're doing,

(FREATEST
RESOURCE...

one-day strike is scheduled for today.

Nathan Bromm, Rocanville School principal
and STF vice-president

which we want to do, and that’s teach.

How many teachers do you have on the
picket line today here?

It's hard to tell because we're going in
shifts because of the cold weather, so we're
staggering it a bit, but based on our sign-in
I would estimate around 150-200.

That's from Moosomin, Rocanville,
and some of the other towns around?

Yeah, they're from Moosomin, Rocan-
ville, and I can’t recall all of the names here
but we have the southeast corner—Moo-
somin, Rocanville, Maryfield, Redvers,
Wawota, and then we have others from
neighboring school divisions so we have
Whitewood and Broadview here as well.

What's your reaction to seeing the
community support? Cork and Bone is
opening for coffee and hot chocolate and
Crate House is normally closed this time
of year but they’ve opened up to give you
folks a place to warm up and eat and Stan
from Universe Satellite has provided
some coats—what’s your reaction to see-
ing stuff like that?

It is just awesome, Kevin. We've just
been so surprised, so grateful and so
thankful. I know our local president,
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Whitney Paul-Joseph, she has been mak-
ing her way around, taking some photos
and thanking all of the business owners—
Witch’s Brew is in there as well, Shell with
Little Caesar’s pizza popped by and said
that they’d like to bring pizza down for
everyone at lunch, Cork and Bone, Stan at
Arctic Cat, they’ve been really supportive
and I think that just speaks to the relation-
ships that are in our community and the
surrounding area and how hard teachers
work to build relationships and partner-
ships with our community businesses and
our community players. So we're very
thankful and it’s great to see that support
out there on a really cold day.

Do you think you've got the public 100
per cent behind you?

This is my nineteenth year in teaching
and I've been involved at the provincial
level for many of those years and I would
say that the public is really growing in
understanding the fight that the teachers
are working for here. We could never say
100 per cent but I would say that the pub-
lic support is higher than I've ever seen it.
When you look at the businesses around
town, when you look at social media posts
and comments, parents that have con-
tacted myself and others, there’s definitely
very high public support that we’ve never
seen before. They see the importance of
funding public education for their kids.

And what do your members think
about being outside on a cold day like
this?

The teachers were ready after Christ-
mas.

They were asking, they were ready to
move forward and take a political stand.
There was a little bit of grumbling when
they saw the forecast but nobody is com-
plaining today.

They're happy today. They feel the soli-
darity, everybody is dressed warm and
with the businesses offering warm up
spaces, washrooms and hot chocolate—no
complaints today.

People feel the solidaritg and they know
how important it is to be here.

If you're in need of a food hamper,
| ot or want to be part of our
Backpacks for Children or

Milk for Children programs,
please reach out to us
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ALL KIDS’ CLOTHES!
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Kipling applying for walking trail expansion

BY Ryan KiEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
The regular meeting of Kipling Town Council was held
on January 15, including the following highlights.

Walking trail application

The town is applying to the SGI Traffic Safety Fund to
expand the current walking trail. In addition to a long
trail, the application includes the addition of solar lights
for the path. Kipling CAO Gail Dakue estimates the proj-
ect to be in the $40,000 range.

Grad headed to the rink

In order to accommodate a larger group of graduates
and their families, Grad 2024 will take place in the Kipling
Arena this year.

“It'll give them a lot more room. It’s a really big class

this year, there’s 43 kids,” said Dakue “They could hold
it in the gym, but it would really mean that basically the
parents could be there and the grandparents might miss
out.”

Slightly taller shed approved

Council approved a variance request in order to accom-
modate a garden shed just a little bit taller than the rules
say it should be.

“They approved that variance because it was a little bit
higher than what is allowed,” Dakue explained. “It was
1.2 feet higher than what was allowed. It was still high
enough that it had to be approved for accessory build-
ing.”

Engineer accepted
A proposal from KGS Group has been accepted for en-

gineering services. The proposal covers conceptual de-
sign and Class D opinion of probable cause to replace the
existing East Lift Station.

“The idea is to have a design and cost in place so that
when some more new infrastructure funding comes out,
that we're shovel ready,” said Dakue.

Phone directory for seniors

The Age Friendly Committee provided an update to
Council about their handy phone directory for seniors.

“Phone books are not around so much anymore, so it's
harder to find numbers,” explained Dakue. “The commit-
tee feels that it would be nice to have these phone num-
bers people need.”

Phone numbers including local businesses and emer-
gency services are featured on the laminated list, with
costs covered by the Lions Club.

Moosomin teams in provincial playdowns

BY M00SOMIN REC DIRECTOR MIKE SCHWEAN
The Hockey Saskatchewan Provincial Playdown
Schedules were released last week. Moosomin will ice
a full slate. I will do my best to keep you up to date on
our teams as they advance along in search of a provincial
championship!

Provincial Playdown
Game times at the Mike Schwean Arena

Game 1: Balcarres Broncs vs. St. Moosomin Rangers on
Saturday, January 20 at 8 pm

Game 3: Balcarres Broncs vs. St. Moosomin Rangers on
Sunday, February 4 at 5 pm

Game 1: Wawota Flyers vs. U1l5 Rangers on Sunday,
February at 7:30 pm

Game 2: Wawota Flyers vs. U13 Rangers on Tuesday,
February 13 at 7:15 pm

Game 2: Foam Lake vs. U18 Rangers on Thursday, Feb-
ruary 15 at 7:30 pm

Provincial Hockey Schedules

Moosomin Senior Rangers

The Senior Rangers are in the A Playdowns in 2024.
With changes to Sask Hockey Regulations, many teams
were forced to move to A. As a result, the B division is
gone for 2024 while a whopping 21 teams are registered
for A.

For the Rangers they find themselves one of 11 teams in
the south and one of six who did not receive a first-round

Broadview to benefit from
virtual physician (VP) program

Residents of Broadview tions and making sure ru-

bye. As a result, the team will have to win five rounds of
A hockey if they are to claim a provincial title. That is a
ton of hockey.

Round one matches the Rangers up against the
Qu’Appelle Valley’s Balcarres Broncs. The Broncs are at
9-4 and considered the favorites to win the QVSHL. These
are all best-of-three series with the Rangers having home
ice advantage in round one. The game schedule includes:

Game 1: Balcarres Broncs vs. Moosomin Rangers on
Saturday, January 20 at 8 pm

Game 2: Moosomin Rangers vs. Balcarres Broncs on
Saturday, February 3 at 7:30 pm

Game 3: Balcarres Broncs vs. Moosomin Rangers on
Sunday, February 4 at 5 pm

U18 Right at Home Décor Rangers

Our U18 Rangers—undefeated in league play—are en-
tered into the B Playdowns. B Playdowns have 10 teams in
the north and 8 teams in the south. U18 square up against
Foam Lake in round one. These are two-game series and
if split, an overtime played after the second game. A win
for the Rangers in round one would see them advance to
the south semi-finals where they would meet the winner
of the Melville/Kipling Series. Game 2: Foam Lake vs.
U18 Rangers on Thursday, February 15 at 7:30 pm.

U15 Easton’s Autobody Rangers
Our U15 Rangers are also entered into the Provincial B
Playdowns. A total of 19 teams registered in B including
9 in the south and 10 in the north. Moosomin received a

additional hours. Local and physician services at

first-round bye and will meet the Wawota Flyers in the
south quarter-finals Wawota holds home ice advantage in
the match up. Game 1: Wawota Flyers vs. U15 Rangers on
Sunday, February 4 at 7:30 pm.

U13 Rangers

Our U13 entry is registered in the C Playdowns. 22
teams registered in C including 10 teams in the south and
12 teams in the north. Moosomin receives a first-round
bye and will meet Wawota in the south quarter-finals.
Moosomin has home ice advantage in this series. Game 2:
Wawota Flyers vs. U13 Rangers on Tuesday, February 13
at 7:15 pm.

U13 Female

Our U13 Female team is entered into the B playdowns.
This draw will see seven teams in total, including four in
the south and three in the north. The Moosomin Rang-
ers will meet the Balcarres
Broncs in the south semi-
final. A win here and they
will meet the winner of
Lumsden/Lafleche in the
south final. Balcarres has
home ice advantage in this
series, however no games
have been scheduled to
date as the first round does
not have to be completed
until March 4.

BELOW FACTORY
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questions may be directed

and area will soon ben-
efit from increased access
to emergency room (ER)
services through the intro-
duction of the innovative
virtual physician (VP) pilot
program. The Saskatch-
ewan Health Authority
(SHA) will extend the VP
program to Broadview
Union Hospital beginning
January 15.

The  virtual physician
program  helps sustain
ER access during periods
where the facility may be
experiencing gaps in phy-
sician coverage. The pro-
gram gives nursing staff re-
mote access to a physician
through HealthLine 811 to
allow for the required phy-
sician coverage in an ER in
order to provide safe, qual-
ity care. The pilot program
is a temporary measure
that assists with sustain-
ing local ER services while
physician recruitment ef-
forts continue and has al-
ready been implemented
in two other rural commu-
nities throughout the prov-
ince.

“The SHA is committed
to limiting service disrup-

ral residents have access to
emergency services in their
community when they
need them,” said Brenda
Schwan, Vice President,
Integrated Rural Health,
Saskatchewan Health Au-
thority. “We have seen the
difference this innovative
program has made in com-
munities like Porcupine
Plain and Oxbow, giving
them the time they need to
address staffing or physi-
cian coverage issues while
ensuring residents have ac-
cess to ER services. We are
pleased to add Broadview
to the list of communities
that will also benefit from
this program.”

Broadview Union Hos-
pital was able to resume
ER services at reduced ca-
pacity in May 2022 follow-
ing a long-term disruption
that began in August 2019
due to staffing challenges.
Recent combined labora-
tory and x-ray technologist
(CLXT) and physician re-
cruitment success supports
the introduction of the
virtual physician program
and, with it, expands ac-
cess to ER services by four

physicians will cover the
ER from 7 am. to 4 p.m.
with virtual physician cov-
erage from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Monday to Friday. Emer-
gency room services are
not available on statutory
holidays. A new physician
is expected to arrive in the
community in February.
Further updates will be
provided as information is
available.

“This is great news. I
would like to thank the
community, local stake-
holders and everyone else
involved in helping make
the program and local re-
cruitment efforts success-
ful,” said Trent Truscott,
Director Primary Health
Care, Saskatchewan Health
Authority. “It is a great ex-
ample of a local, collabora-
tive effort that got us to this
point.”

The SHA continues to
work to address some of
the outstanding barriers to
resuming full 24/7 ER ac-
cess, including stabilizing
registered nurse (RN) re-
sources. Due to the current
challenges with providing
consistent 24-hour nursing

Broadview Union Hospi-
tal, acute care services will
remain temporarily un-
available. Alternate level of
care (ALC) remains avail-
able. Health care recruit-
ment and retention contin-
ues to be a priority for the
SHA and the Government
of Saskatchewan.

In the event of an emer-
gency, please call 9-1-1.

to the provincial Health-
Line 24/7 service by call-
ing 8-1-1. Residents are
encouraged to seek routine
health-care services dur-
ing regular clinic hours.
The Broadview Medical
Clinic is open Monday to
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5

.m. Appointments can be
scheduled by calling 306-
696-2266.

Non-urgent health-related

On February 3rd, the
Moosomin 4-H Multi Club
will be hosting speeches

Moosomin Multi- 4-H Club

at the Moosomin Baptist

Church at 1pm which will
CANADA

4-H Saskatchewan be open to the PUb"c'

Each participant will be sharing different speeches
on things they enjoy from a variety of ages from
6-17. Everyone will be having fun and enjoying the

food. o
Club Reporter - Olivia Brooks

The World-Spectator’s deadline is noon Thur

Multi Colored
Mill Ends
69¢ /sq. ft.

Call us now for best selection
of lengths & colors!
Pre-Finished 0SB Siding
4x6 3/8" = $18/sheet
4x8 3/8" = $3u/sheet
4x9 3/8" = $30/sheet
4x8 7/16"= $36/sheet
B Grade Shake Siding
$3.95/ach
PVC White/interlocking
interior liner
$1.55/50. 1.

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES

& BIN ANCHORS
Ask us about Fuel Allowance

FOUILLARD STEEL

www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303
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Mike Schwean, Recreation Director

Communities in Bloom
awards this Tuesday

We had such a successful year with Communities in
Bloom. Amazing spirit was shown by the Town of Moo-
somin, Moosomin Regional Park and Pipestone Hills Golf
Course. Of course, at contest end we were named Provin-
cial Champions!

Coming up at this week’s Chamber meeting on Tuesday,
January 23, Andrew Exelby of Saskatchewan Parks and
Recreation Association will be in attendance to award the
Provincial Champion Certificates as well as speak about
the program and in particular our local submission. Can’t
wait for our efforts in 2024!

Stars of the Week - RM of Moosomin

My most...very most . . . sincere thank you to the RM
of Moosomin Council who have agreed to supply us with
a brand new 12-foot by 34-foot building for Bradley Park.
Arriving in May 2024, this building will allow Parks and
Rec to stock it with various recreation and leisure equip-
ment. The building will be left open and the equipment
can be used by community groups, families or individuals
at absolutely no cost. We only ask you look after the equip-
ment and return when completed.

Parks and Rec have always branded the “Play for All”
strategy. This generous donation by the RM of Moosomin
allows us to take this strategy to another level. If you are
out and about and bump into a RM Council member or
staff, please take the time to thank them for their generos-
ity with this wonderful project!

’ = Tad
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Moosomin Parks and Rec, through various grants and
donations, will stock the above facility with well over
$15,000 in sports equipment. All equipment will be made
available to the public at no cost.
Please treat it as your own...use, respect and return as
you found it. This free community equipment inventory
will include:

Winter
30 sets of cross country ski equipment, skates (hockey
and figure skating), hockey equipment/sticks, community
donations, toboggans

Summer
Golf equipment, volleyball equipment, basketball equip-
ment, croquet equipment, softball equipment, disc golf
equipment, cornhole equipment, soccer equipment, bocce
ball equipment, whiffle ball equipment, pickleball equip-
ment and tennis equipment.

Community Donations

Moosomin Parks and Recreation would also like to ex-
tend a request to the community for donations towards the
sports equipment loaner building. Maybe you have an old
ball glove, an old pair of skates, an old cornhole game, an
old set of disc golf discs, an old set of golf clubs, an old
bike...whatever!

Keep in mind all this equipment is available to both in-
town and out-of-town residents. As such we would also be
excited for out-of-town donations to the inventory. Parks
and Rec would be more than happy to pick up any do-
nations both in and out of town. If you would be willing
to donate to this amazing program please email Mike at
msmn.rec.brd@sasktel.net or phone at 435-7578.

More Stars of the Week
Craig Roy and Tim McCarthy

We have the best community in Saskatchewan...thanks
to people like Craig Roy and Tim McCarthy. The two saw a
need at the MS Arena and responded by covering all costs
to put three new 52-inch TVs in our Blue Moose Lounge.
The TVs will be used to play live game action at Senior
Hockey games to ensure that everyone in the lounge can
see the action! Above and beyond in community support...
thanks so very much Craig and Tim!

2023/2024 MS Arena
Game Season is Here!

We have a ton of games scheduled for this week...and
every week, for the next few months!

This week’s full weekly schedule includes:

Tuesday: Whitewood Orioles vs. U13 Celebration Ford
6 pm

%riday: Canora Renegades vs. U15 Easton’s Autobody
7:30 pm

Saturday: U7 Rocky Mountain Equipment Rangers 9 am

U7 Royal LePage Rangers 9 am

Esterhazy Flyers vs. U11 NAPA Rangers 10 am

U13 Moosomin HUB Rangers 12 pm

Balcarres Broncs vs. U13 Red Barn Rangers 2 pm

Melville Millionaires vs. U11 Badgers 4 pm

Balcarres Broncs vs. U15 Females 6:45 pm

Sunday: Balcarres Broncs vs. U15 Females 11 am

Esterhazy Red vs. U11 Bulls and Broncs 1 pm

Indian Head Chiefs vs. U13 Tridaron 3 pm

Indian Head Chiefs vs. U13 Celebration Ford 5 pm

Senior Rangers
The 12-0 Moosomin Rangers hit the road for four straight
tough games that will take them to Redvers, Carlyle and

306-435-3622 = msmn.rec.brd@sasktel.net

Oxbow. The next Big Six League home game is not until
Friday, February 2 when the Bienfait Coalers are in town.
Looking at schedules I would guess it will take a 16-2 re-
cord to clinch first place so this talented squad has some
work to do!

Rec Hockey this week
The Electric Leafs hit the ice this coming Thursday (9:30
pm) for the only rec games slated for the MS Arena this
week. It should be a dandy as the Leafs prep for a return to
the Gamblers’ Cup in Las Vegas.

U9 Carded Novice Hockey Tournament

Moosomin Parks and Rec along with the Moosomin Se-
nior Rangers will be hosting a U9 Carded Hockey Tourna-
ment on March 23 and 24.

First 16 teams entered will be accepted...we are around
halfway there! This will be a fantastic weekend for the com-
munity with teams around for the weekend from across
Saskatchewan. Paid teams to date include:

Melville Millionaires
Weyburn Red Wings
Yorkton Terriers
Estevan Bruins
Tri Town Young Guns

Entries can be emailed to msmn.rec.brd@sasktel.net. For
further information please contact Mike Schwean at 435-
7578.

Iron Man 2024

Moosomin Rangers Senior Hockey Team are currently
taking registrations for 2024 Iron Man Competition. 2024
will again feature hockey, golf, whiffle ball, bowling,
shuffleboard and darts. As well, like the Olympics, you
can expect at least one new competition to pop up! Team
registrations only! If you would like to inquire or register,
please feel free to call at 435-3622 or email at msmn.rec.
brd@sasktel.net

2024 Nati I Fir 's B piel

One of the biggest events to come our way in history
arrives in March of 2024 we will host the 2014 National
Firefighters Curling Bonspiel. The event will run March
15-24! This is a major event requiring many, many...many
volunteers. If you would be willing to help out in some
capacit%/1 please let us know at msmn.rec.brd@sasktel.net
or by phone to 435-3622. Funds raised at the event are ear-
marked for four cornerstone projects including:

Moosomin Fire Department
Muscular Dystrophy
CT Scanner
Parks and Recreation Projects

2024 National Fireman’s Itinerary
Boy, oh boy, oh boy, it is going to be a busy 10 days...and
here is how the event will look.

Wednesday, March 13
National Executive Arrives

Thursday, March 14
Director and Teams Arrive
Event Meeting at Fire Hall
Event at Convention Centre

Friday, March 15
Practice Day
Skips and Director Meeting
Grand Opening
Aerial Draw
Social at Convention Centre

Saturday, March 16
Luncheon and Fire Hall Tour
(Sponsored by Moosomin Fire Department)
Draws 1 and 2
Social at Convention Centre

Sunday, March 17
Draws 3 and 4
Social at Convention Centre

Monday, March 18
Draws 5 and 6
Social at Convention Centre

Tuesday, March 19
Draws 7 and 8
Social at Convention Centre

Wednesday, March 20
Draws 9 and 10
World Curling Draft
Social at Convention Centre

Thursday, March 21
Draws 11 and 12
Drivers Night...supper in Maryfield

Friday , March 22
Tie Breakers and Page Playoff
Sportsmen Night...Social at Nutrien Sportsplex

Saturday, March 23
Semi Finals
Championship Final
Closing Ceremonies
Awards Banquet
Social at Convention Centre

Sunday, March 24
Teams Depart for Home

Mike Schwean Arena
Winter Bookings

Here is a list of remaining weekend bookings at the MS
Arena. It is always busy at the Mike Schwean Arena!

* Novice Rangers Tournament on Saturday/Sunday,
February 3 and 4

¢ Bantam Ranges Tournament
February 17 and 18

o Skating Club Carnival on Sunday, March 10

 Female Festival on Saturday /Sunday, March 16 and 17

¢ Carded U9 Tournament on Saturday /Sunday, March
23 and 24

¢ Summer Hockey on Saturday/Sunday, March 30 and
31

e Iron Man on Thursday to Saturday, April 4, 5 and 6

If you would like to inquire about booking an event for
the upcoming winter please feel free to call at 435-3622 or
by email at msmn.rec.brd@sasktel.net.

on Saturday/Sunday,

Curling Club Schedule for this week
This week’s schedule includes:
Tuesday: Red Barn Men’s Curling

Owen Frape vs. Stanhope Sheet 1
Sully vs. Turpie Sheet 2
R Frape vs. Stewart Sheet 3
Granduillot vs. Meredith Sheet 4

Wednesday: Federated Co-op Farmers and Friends League

McMullen vs. Lee Sheet 1
Thorn vs. Turpie Sheet 2
Thursday: Celebration Ford Ladies League

Mannle vs. Martens Sheet 1
Lindsay vs. Nosterud Sheet
Bender vs. Hebert Sheet 3
Turpie vs. Davidson Sheet 4

Friday: Borderland Co-op Friday Fun League
Dobson vs. Mccoriston
McCarthy vs. Meredith

Sheet 1
Sheet 2

Curling Bonspiels
Our Curling Club has now set the date for several of
their 2024 Bonspiels. Included in the listing:
¢ Annual Farmers and Friends from January 31 to Febru-
ary 4
» National Firefighters Brier from March 15 to March 24

Swimming Lessons 2024

Busy making plans for another busy pool season in 2024!
Lesson sets have been set. Keep in mind we are freezing
early bird registration at last year’s pricing.

You can visit either our Borderland Co-op Aquaplex
Facebook site or our Parks and Rec Facebook site where
you will find our registration form. Follow the instructions
and you're set!

Dates include:

Public Sets

Set # 1 -2 week session from June 3 to June 14

Set # 2 — 1 week session from June 24 to June 28

Set # 3 — 1 week session from July 8 to July 12

Set # 4 — 1 week session from July 22 to July 26

Set # 5 -1 week session from August 5 to August 9

Set # 6 — 2 week session from August 12 to August 23

Private Sets (All 1-week sets )

Set # 1 from June 17 to June 21

Set # 2 from July 15 to July 19

Set # 3 from July 29 to August 2

BBQ Giveaway
Also keep in mind those who register for swimming les-
sons prior to March 1 will be in a draw for a brand new
BBQ...just in time for grilling season!

Borderland Co-op Outdoor Rink!
Now open for public use....free of charge with a heated
change room! Our thanks to Peter Nabholz for putting in
tireless hours to have the Outdoor Rink up and running!

Cross Country Skiing
Our snowmobile was in for a tune-up last week...hope-
fully this week we can get trails done up for skiers out at
Bradley Park.

Pickle Ball
Pickle Ball continues at the Conexus Convention Centre.
The club has dedicated times which includes:

Monday 1pm
Tuesday 6:30 pm
Wednesday 1pm
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Highway Hotline still a trusted source

Six new cameras added for total of 51

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

When the weather turns
sour, one resource many
people in this province
turn to is the Highway
Hotline website. Complete
with updated road condi-
tions and incident reports,
the biggest attraction is the
province-wide map illus-
trating what roads are in
drivable—or otherwise—
condition.

The province recently
announced six new cam-
eras to the fleet of now 51
at various points along
Saskatchewan highways.
The new cameras keeping
an eye on road conditions
are mounted near Dafoe,
Naicam, Macklin, Sheho,
Blaine Lake and Smeaton
with live streaming video

footage.
“We look at, say, a re-
mote  geographic  area

where it might be more ef-
ficient to have a camera to
help determine the quan-
tity of type of highway
equipment we might want
to deploy,” said David
Horth, Assistant Director,
Communications and Cus-
tomer Service Branch with
the Ministry of Highways
when asked what goes
into choosing a possible
location for a new camera.
“Availability of power is
another consideration and
then also we're looking for
areas that are not yet cov-
ered by cameras. So we're
trying to every year in-
crease our coverage.”
Sometimes road condi-
tion updates on the web-
site can seem to not reflect
what's currently on the
ground, but Horth says uﬁ-
dates are frequent over the
26,000 km of Saskatchewan
highwaﬁs.
“We have eyes that are
out there every day and
they survey the roads as
they go, our snowplow
drivers provide informa-

The above photos were submitted to The World-Spectator by Moosomin RCMP on Jan-
uary 10 as they warned the public that highway conditions were very poor across the area
and they did not recommend travel.

tion back to the Highway
Hotline and any time con-
ditions change, they con-
tact the hotline immediate-
ly and it’s updated within
minutes,” he said.

Overall, Horth noted the
department receives posi-
tive feedback regarding
the Highway Hotline from
people using the resource
as a way to decide whether
or not to chance the roads.

“People use it as part of
their travel planning, and
we're really happy that
they do so,” he said. “We
try and give enough detail
to make it meaningful, but
you're dealing with lim-
ited space and a huge net-
work.”

As many locals know,
weather conditions can
change quickly, making
roads downright danger-

ous in a matter of minutes.
When those extreme road
conditions occur, road clo-
sures are often the next
step.

“When we see condi-
tions that are unsafe for
our plow drivers, we close
the Eighway and we take
them off the highway,”
Horth explained. “Obvi-
ously, the safety of the
people of Saskatchewan
is a huge concern to us as
public servants. We're also
a pretty big employer, and
the safety of our employ-
ees is an enormous con-
cern to us as well. We have
some policies in place, and
if visibility gets to where
the people can’t even see
the roads they’re plowing,
we remove that plow from
the road and we change
that designation to road
closed.”

When drivers encounter
snowplows on the high-
way, there is certain eti-
quette and safety expected
during encounters. The
idea of passing a snow-
plow can place drivers in
more danger than they
might expect.

“We certainly ask people
to wait,” said Horth when
asked if it is safe to pass
a snowplow. “Plows do
travel lower than the nor-
mal highway speed when
they’re plowing. When
they’re moving snow, they
create a cloud around them
and that can really reduce
the visibility. So you don’t
really know what’s on the
other side of that cloud that
you're entering which can
be a very dangerous ma-
neuver.

“Our plows have bright

blue and yellow lights,

The World-Spectator’s deadline is noon Thur

which  you've  prob-
ably seen,” he continued.
“That’s to increase the vis-
ibility. Our plow drivers
pull over every 10 kilome-
tres or so. If they have peo-
ple trailing, they pull over
every 10 kilometres or so to
let traffic pass. They have to
find a spot where it’s safe
to pull over, so there are in-
stances where it might not
be safe for the plow to pull
over. They're going to wait
until they find a good safe
spot to get out of the way
of the traffic that's trailing
them.”

The safety rules are not
limited to a moving snow-
plow as even when they
are pulled over, drivers
ought to take care in pass-
ing.

Daryl Harrison

Member of the Legislative Assembly for *
Cannington Constituency

1-833-670-4400

“When a snow plow
pulls over to allow traffic to
pass there, the expectation
is that they’re treated like
any other emergency vehi-
cle on the road,” Horth ex-
plained. “The expectation
is that you slow to 60, make
that pass safely, and then
you can resume to what-
ever speed you choose to
go—up to the maximum,
of course. We do always
encourage people to drive
according to road condi-
tions.”

Though not frequent, ve-
hicle conditions involving
snowplows do occur.

“Over the last five years,
there have been already
more than 30 instances of
collisions involving ve-
hicles and plows, and we
spend quite a bit of money
advertising to encourage
people to stay back and
stay away from plows,”
Horth said. “In the middle
of a snow event, the safest
piece of road you have is
probably about 100 meters
behind the plow, because
that's as good as it's go-
ing to get until the weather
gives all of us break.”

There is a priority system
when it comes to which
roads get cleared first. Af-
ter a major storm event,
the goal is to have major
highways cleared within
six hours, secondary high-
ways within 12 hours and
other highways within a
day. Given the vast amount
of roads in Saskatchewan,
this is a tall order.

“We have 26,000 kilo-
metres of roads, we have
about 300 snowplows and
they’re situated in about
75 "locations around the
province,” Horth said. “So
we're well situated to han-
dle it, butit’s a big province
and as you know, winter in
Saskatchewan is a power-
ful force.”
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In our opinio
Trudeau must
slim down

bloated
bureaucracy

The cost of the bureaucracy ballooned
from $39 billion to almost $61 billion
since Trudeau took office

No matter how many Christmas pounds you put on over the holi-
days, you can take some joy in knowing you're still not as bloated as
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau’s government.

A good New Year’s Resolution for Trudeau would be to slim down
Ottawa’s ballooning bureaucratic belly.

According to the Parliamentary Budget Officer, when Trudeau
took office, the federal bureaucracy cost taxpayers around $39 bil-
lion.

By 2022, the cost of the bureaucracy ballooned to almost $61 bil-
lion.

Even after factoring in inflation, taxpayers are paying more than
$13 billion more per year to sustain the bureaucracy.

A federal hiring spree explains a big part of that increase. The feds
hired 98,268 extra bureaucrats since Trudeau took over as prime
minister—an almost 40 percent increase.

Ask yourself: are you getting 40 percent better service from the
feds? Unless you work for the government and collect a bigger tax-
payer-funded paycheque, the answer is a big fat NO.

On top of more bureaucrats, taxpayers are also paying for higher
salaries and bonuses.

Between 2020 and 2022, the feds handed out 802,043 pay raises, ac-
cording to access-to-information records obtained by the Canadian
Taxpayers Federation.

The feds employ about 400,000 people. That means that while
many Canadians were losing their job or business during the pan-
demic years, a huge portion of federal staff took multiple raises.

When Trudeau came to power in 2015, 43,424 federal bureaucrats
were collecting a six-figure salary. By 2022, that number more than
doubled to 102,761.

The Trudeau government also dished out more than $1 billion in
bonuses despite government departments tripping over themselves
while attempting to deliver services.

Every year, about 90 percent of government executives take a bo-
nus. Last year, the average bonus for government executives was
more than $18,000.

The government publishes data tracking its performance results
over the last five years.

And 2022 was the only year government departments met more
than half of their performance targets.

They met 50.4 percent of their targets that year.

In the real world outside of Ottawa, people get shown the door if
they can’t meet half of their performance targets; they’re not given
an $18,000 bonus.

The average compensation for each full-time federal employee is
$125,300 when pay, pension, paid time off, shift premiums and other
benefits are considered, according to the PBO.

Meanwhile, data from Statistics Canada suggests the average an-
nual salary among all full-time workers is about $67,000.

After crunching the numbers, the Fraser Institute found govern-
ment employees receive nine percent higher wages than their coun-
terparts in the private sector.

Government employees are also more likely to receive a work-
place pension, a defined benefit pension, retire earlier, have more
job security and take more personal days than workers in the pri-
vate sector.

And here’s why all this matters: Canadians pay too much tax
because the federal government spends too much money. And the
bureaucracy consumes more than half of the federal government’s
day-to-day spending.

To reduce taxes and extinguish the $40-billion deficit, the federal
government—regardless of who’s in power—will need to take air
out of the ballooning bureaucracy.

Trudeau’s resolution for the New Year should be to introduce his
bloated bureaucracy to the treadmill.

This editorial was written by Franco Terrazzano, the Federal Director of
the Canadian Taxpayers Federation.
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Province should sit down with
teachers and start to work on
the issues in education

There was a sense of excitement and anticipa-
tion in the air at Moosomin’s Legion Hall Tuesday
morning.

Teachers from across the area—from Broadview
to Rocanville to Redvers—were gathering during
the one-day, province-wide teachers’ strike for a
demonstration in Moosomin.

Many had markers and bristol board and were
coming up with slogans to write on their picket
signs. (Note to self: see if we can get some coroplast
to the teachers next time—their bristol board signs
didn’t hold up that well in the wintry weather.)

No one in that hall Tuesday morning seemed to
mind that they would be out for hours in some of
the coldest weather we have seen this year—ev-
eryone had seen the messages of support from the
community, and knew that local businesses were
going out of their way to show their support.

The fact that many businesses opened their doors
to the teachers in case they needed a spot to warm
up or a hot coffee showed them that the community
was behind them.

Crate House would normally be closed but
opened up for the teachers. Witch’s Brew and Cork
and Bone were providing coffee and hot chocolate,
Little Caesar’s sent pizza and other businesses did
what they could to show their support. Stan at Uni-
verse Satellite even provided some warm winter
clothing to some of the strikers to show his support.

A few minutes later the teachers were out on Main
Street, marching with their placards to try to raise
awareness of the issues they face in the classrooms.

It was moving to see them braving the cold
weather to try to raise awareness of the issues in
their dispute with the province—and it was nice to
see that they were just as eager to stop for a photo
for the paper as all the students are every time we
stop by a school!

First labor disruption in years

It has been a long time since Saskatchewan stu-
dents missed classes because of labor action by
teachers. Tuesday’s one-day strike was the first in
Saskatchewan in more than a decade, and while it
was just one day, there will be further action.

Back in October, 90 per cent of Saskatchewan
Teachers’ Federation members cast ballots in a vote
on a strike mandate, and 95 per cent of them were
in favor.

The main issues according to the union are class
size, classroom complexity, support for students,
workplace violence, and a few other classroom is-
sues. The province argues the provincial bargaining
table is strictly about wages, and is not the place for
teachers to negotiate concerns about classroom is-

Kevin Weedmark

sues.

But these issues must be addressed, and the pro-
vincial bargaining table is the place to start talking.

Obviously there are some issues in education,
and certainly not just in Saskatchewan. Between 40
and 50 per cent of new teachers leave the profession
in the first five years of their careers. That fact alone
tells you there 1s a crisis in education.

The fact that teachers are trying to address these
issues at the bargaining table shows that they care
about finding solutions.

Knowing when to pivot

The current provincial government has enjoyed
broad support across most of the province since the
Saskatchewan Party was first elected more than 16
years ago.

Part of the reason for that popularity and that
longevity is that the party leadership has had the
wisdom to pivot to keep on the same side as the
public.

We saw it happen when there were protests about
planned cuts to libraries back in 2017. There was
a protest—a silent protest, people sitting reading
books—in front of the MLA’s office in Moosomin.
The planned cuts were so unpopular that even the
MLA'’s constituency assistant at the time pulled up
a chair, pulled out a book, and joined the protest—
he liked libraries as much as everyone else.

The government saw the writing on the wall and
had the wisdom to reverse the cuts and restore the
library funding. It takes true leadership to be able to
pivot in a case like that. That's why tﬁe Saskatche-
wan Party has had staying power in government—
it knows when public opinion suggests a change in
course.

This issue looks very similar to the library issue. It
looks like most peolgle are onside with the teachers,
not only because they agree with what the teach-
ers are saying but because they see themselves the
very issues the teachers are raising, such as the lack
of supports leading to disruptions in the classroom,
impacting learning.

It’s time for these issues to be talked through at
the bargaining table, so we can start on the road to
addressing them.
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Portraits of the 11 victims line the entrance
to the auditorium at the Kerry Vickar Centre
when the inquest is held.

Inquest into James Smith Cree Nation,

Weldon

BY RYAaN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Kerry Vickar Centre in Melfort was transformed
last week from a community recreation centre into a for-
mal courtroom, accommodating the needs of a coroner’s
inquest the likes the entire country has never seen. The
inquest is seeking to not only provide a glimpse into the
mass murder event on the James Smith Cree Nation and
nearby community of Weldon during the 2022 Septem-
ber long weekend, but to come up with recommendations
to possibly avoid a similar situation from ever occurring
again.

gThe Sept. 4, 2022 rampage had global attention focussed
on an evolving situation in east-central Saskatchewan as
conflicting reports about Myles and Damian Sanderson
emerged. Fear gripped many across the province with
unverified reports that the brothers had locations such
as Regina in mind during a frenzied mass murder event.
Ultimately, the brothers did not leave the east-central re-

ion.
& Those entering the auditorium of the Kerry Vickar
Centre passed by a memorial including a series of 8x10
framed portraits of the 11 people murdered at the hands
of Myles, lit by tea light candles. The smell of sage lin-
gered as smudging was a regular occurrence. Wellness
Support workers could be seen throughout the 1:ﬁroceed-
ings spritzing a sage-infused mixture to ensure the medi-
cine reached all in the room.

Chief Coroner Clive Weighill met with reporters before
proceedings began on the first day, stressing the historical
importance of the event.

“We’ve never held an inquest of this size before in the
province; I don’t think in Canada, really, has for a coro-
ner’s inquest,” he said. “It's been put together very, very
quickly. The Royal Canadian Mounted Police investigat-
ed and then did a thorough job. We had to wait for all that
investigative information to come in so we could do our
disclosure to the people that have standing and then have
everything ready for today.”

Weighill spent a large amount of time with family mem-
bers of those who were killed by Sanderson, noting that
since there will be no legal trial, this inquest forms one
way for those members to obtain verified details.

“T've spent the last year and a half talking to the fam-
ily. It's been really heartfelt, to listen to the stories, to see
the pain and try to help the community through this,”
Weighill said. “This is the only way that the families in the
public can hear exactly what happened and a true public
factual account of what happened.”

He added details of the inquest will include the events
leading up to the police standoff with Sanderson, how-
ever the interaction itself will not be included.

“You will not hear a lot of the details into the passing
of Myles Sanderson. That will be a separate inquest,”
WeigKill said, adding that the inquest regarding Sander-
son is scheduled to take place in Saskatoon starting Feb.
26. In Saskatchewan, a coroner’s inquest is mandatory for
any in-custody death.

Elder Hal Eagletail of the Tsuu T’ina First Nation
opened the inquest with a blessing.

“We ask that we have strong protection and humble
hearts and forgiving hearts to continue to hear on Mother
Earth after there’s such a tragedy,” Eagletail said. “The
blessings of the buffalo spirit is amongst us here.”

Daily smudging, safe spaces and other services to help
family members deal with the content of the inquest were
available.

“You can see there are community support workers that
are on site to assist,” said Keith Brown, one of the lawyers
representing JSCN.

deaths begins in

Jury selection

The first day of proceedings began with jury selection -
an important part of the coroner’s inquest. A juror’s role
is to consume information presented during an inquest
and based only on the information presented during the
proceedings, establish the facts of how, when, where and
by what means someone has died. This was a challeng-
ing ask as so much media attention had been paid to the
horrific attack, plus public alerts that had phones buzzing
all over Saskatchewan during the course of the mass casu-
alty event. A further task is for jurors to come up with any
recommendations on how to avoid similar events from
happening in the future.

An initial pool of around 150 people were considered
for jury duty with eight ultimately vetted to make up the
inquest jury. By the afternoon, the six jurors and two alter-
nates comprised of five men and three women were ready
to hear testimony.

Presiding coroner Blaine Beaven anticipates the entire
Eroceedings would take approximately 12 to 15 days,

earing from 31 witnesses providing testimony. In his
opening comments, Beaven explained the purpose of a
coroner’s inquest, noting it “is a public inquiry designed
to serve a number of functions.”

“It is important to note that this inquest is not a trial
and I'm not a judge,” Beaven said. “An inquest is not a
forum for conducting a wide ranging public inquiry, nor
can an inquest address or resolve any civil disputes. This
process is not adversarial and there is no defendant and
no plaintiff.”

Beaven also granted standing to the James Smith Cree
Nation; the Saskatchewan Ministry of Corrections, Polic-
ing and Public Safety; the RCMP; Correctional Service of
Canada; the Parole Board of Canada and family members
of the deceased.

Inquest hears first witness

The first witness to provide testimony was S/Sgt Robin
Zentner, Major Crimes with Saskatchewan RCMP based
in Saskatoon, who presented an in-depth powerpoint pre-
sentation describing the size and scope of the investiga-
tion, information about Myles Sanderson and details on
each attack.

When Timothy Hawryluk, representing Coroner’s
Counsel, asked to describe the initial call placed to Major
Crimes and the ensuing response to the mass causality
event on Sept. 4, Zentner called the first several moments
as “chaotic from the onset” with information changing
quickly over time.

“It was the largest homicide investigation that was un-
dertaken by the RCMP in the province of Saskatchewan,”
Zentner explained. “Essentially, it worked out to 11 homi-
cides and 17 attempted homicides basically all occurring
at the same time or in very short order of one another.”

In the powerpoint—essentially the entire RCMP inves-
tigation—Zentner shared combined information from
interviews, text and social media messages and recorded
calls to establish a timeline. He prefaced the 188-page pre-
sentation with the sheer amount of information collected
for the inquest.

“Investigators processed and collected evidence from
42 separate crime scenes, buildings, vehicles and autop-
sies and over 1,322 investigational tasks were assigned to
different investigators throughout the course of the inves-
tigation,” Zentner said. “Forensic specialists processed
and examined over 1,000 items from the many scenes,
with 700 of those being formally seized as exhibits and
many of which were then later sent to our forensic lab
for analysis. 257 witness interviews were completed by
investigators and Behavioural Science Branch experts.
Seven packages of investigative disclosure have been pro-

Melfort

vided to the Department of Justice for the purpose of this
inquest and those disclosure packages contained 26,353
RCMP documents, which contained just over 121,406
pages of material.

“There are also 790 audio files and what I mean by that
are they could be audio statements that were taken from
witnesses or survivors,” continued Zentner. “They could
be police, radio transmissions or public communications
fall into that category, and then another 896 video files
were collected as part of this investigation. Again, that
could be video recorded statements from survivors and
witnesses, police in-car camera video as well as surveil-
lance video from different locations in the area. And some
of those videos were up to 14 hours in length.”

The inquest heard of key events in the days leading
up to the mass murders, including Damien and Myles
leaving with Skye Sanderson’s SUV. She would end up
reporting the vehicle as stolen to police, with two Melfort
RCMP members eventually able to locate the Outlander
on JSCN, but not Damien.

Almost a day before the mass murder occurred, texts to
Skye revealed fatalistic themes from Damien. Hawryluk
asked Zentner where in the timeline these increasingly
dark texts emerged, to which he replied “15 to 16 hours
prior” to the start of the mass murders.

Zentner’s testimony was paused as he began to ap-
proach details about the mass murder event and Hawry-
luk observed it as an optimal point to break proceedings
for the day. Zentner’s testimony would continue the fol-
lowing morning.

The second day of Zentner’s testimony resumed from
the point of the murders taking place, detailing the events
leading up to each attack.

“Prior to the mass casualty events that occurred on the
morning of Sept. 4, 2022, Myles Sanderson was known bﬁ
community members to be in and around the James Smit]
Cree Nation, to be wanted by the police, to have engaged
in illegal activities—specifically the sale of drugs—as well
as to l%ave committed at least three assaults on three dif-
ferent individuals,” Zentner said. “At no time between
Sept. 1, 2022 and Sep. 4, 2022 was the RCMP contacted
about the presence or activities of Myles Sanderson.”

The inquest heard that Damien was the first homicide
victim as Myles stabbed his brother repeatedly while
driving.

“After being stabbed, Damien fled from the Caravan,
dropping his blood-stained shirt behind on the road as
he ran into the grass and bushes,” Zentner said, noting
that he believes Myles stabbed Damien after an event mo-
ments earlier at the Martin Moostoos residence. The broth-
ers had entered the home with Myles attacking Moostoos.
Damien intervened in an effort to calm his brother down.

Damien’s body was not discovered until Sept. 5 as
dense foliage made it difficult to see him from the road.
An aerial photo of Damien’s body was shown (after those
in attendance were cautioned to the possibly triggering
nature of the image), his location appearinﬁquite obvious
from above. However, other images from the road proved
it would be impossible to find the man at that perspective.
The only clue that would suggest Damien could be in the
area was the discarded shirt.

Myles would go on to obtain a total of five vehicles,
alternating travel between driving and on foot to per-
petuate his attacks. In some cases, he returned to homes
previously attacked, then ultimately left JSCN for Kinis-
tino and then Weldon to commit his final murder. In the
wake, 11 people were dead, 17 injured and a community
wrecked with trauma.

“It was quite a complex set of circumstances and move-
ments throughout the community,” Zentner said of Myl-
es’ journey.

Continued on pages 10-11 ==
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Drugs and gangs motivate

“In a few of the cases that you've talked about so far, there
seems to be a common denominator of some drug trade in-
volved,” Hawryluk commented.

“Yes, 1 would say that's fair; that there’s definitely drug
conversations and drug talk through a variety of the mes-
saging from some of the people involved,” replied Zentner.

In addition, some of the attacks were also related to gang
activity as Zentner noted Myles had a dislike for the Terror
Squad gang with members represented in JSCN.

"There's nothing to say that any of the attacks were specifi-

gang directed or gang organized or anything like that,”
sai Zenmer “Obviously, it is part of the investigation... but
there’s definitely indicators in those reports that Myles had it
out for anybody that he believed could be tied or associated
to the Terror Squad.”

Police investigation confirmed that Myles acted alone in
the murders and was unassisted in carrying out his maca-
bre agenda. Aside from the interaction with Moostoos when
Damien was with Myles, Zentner stated “investigators found
no evidence anyone else involved or provided assistance to
Myles Sanderson in any way.

‘As a major component of the inquest is to seek recommen-
dations on how to prevent similar events from occurring,
Hawryluk posed the question of what can be improved.

“This is one of the worst Iragedles we have experienced
here in the province,” Zentner said. “Ihave spent a lot of time
thinking about it for sure.”

He pointed to the “warning signs”—dark themes in the
messages especially from Damien—that were perhaps
missed in the seriousness of the content.

“The key thing I want to focus on is drugs and crime,” said
Zentner. “Those types of issues that plague communities in
our province are ot an easy issue for many of our communi-
ties to battle through.”

ommunication with communities is another area Zentner
identified as important

“It's not a situation that police can come in and solve ev-
erything,” he said, adding it takes a variety of agencies and
community leaders to work together in addressing drugs
and gangs.

Keith Brown, one of the lawyers representing the JSCN at
the table, asked Zentner why community members may be
reluctant to call police, pointing to a few incidences in the
powerpoint where such actions were noted. Sometimes re-
porting specific individuals to police may affect access to
drugs, while others fear violent retribution to themselves or
others.

“In some cases, depending on community and specific in-
dividuals, some members may have distrust or dislike of po-
lice—especially if they are involved in the criminal element
themselves,” Zentner explained.

Gang association is another motivation not to involve law
enforcement, rather adopting a ‘taking matters into_their
own hands.’ In other situations where many people witness
an event s simply a matter of thinking someone else will
call.

irly quick timeframe’

In under an hour from the initial response of Melfort
RCMP members, the first of 11 emergency alerts was issued.
Given the vast amount of logistics involved, Zentner called
the ability to issue and emergency alert just after 7 am. a
“fairly quick timeframe, all things considered.

Zentner praised the actions of emergency personnel who
treated injured people at the band office on JSCN. A triage
centre was set up at the office after the mass murder, which
was a location that could be secured and a safe place for
those injured to seek treatment.

“Every person who made it to the band office where triage
was set up survived this event,” Zentner said, adding that
those who passed away never made it from the scenes where
they were attacked.

Given general tensions with RCMP, Brown wondered if
having a dedicated pollce force would be beneficial.

“Do you think a n running its own police ser-
vice could have beneﬁts for something like identifying or
tracking down suspects that are thought to be in the com-
munity?” he asked.

“Well, T think definitely, the community members know
who lives in the community,” Zentner replied. “They rec-
ognize the vehicles of the people that live there, they know

en a new or strange vehicle is in a community or not. So
Whether or not it 3 formal pohce service, I know as well
that the James Smith community has security, and I know
that security has been extremely helpful and beneficial to the

CMP.”

“I don’t think it necessarily has to be a formal police ser-
vice, but I think having those eyes and ears in the community
are extremely beneficial,” he concluded.

In meeting with rei orters after Zentner’s testimony
wrapped, Brown noted his appreciation of the information
presente

“Staff Sergeant Zentner had a very detailed presentation
that he went through and as you would have seen in the
hearing room, we had some follow up questions where there
were certain information gaps that he was, in most circum-
stances able to fill,” Brown said. “He is a bit of a hxgher level
witness, he provides the kind of ‘1,000-foot view’ of what
was is h\ppl.mng from the perspective of a homicide inves-
tigator.

gWlule in-depth, the information presented was overwhelm-
ing as some members of the gallery were visibly shaken.

“Very, very difficult day,” noted Brown. “I don’t think I

Above, Chief Coroner Clive Weighill meets with reporters before the first day of the inquest in

Melfort. Right, smoke billows from a tipi erected just outside the Kerry Vickar centre.

have more to elaborate on that. There were some reasonable
breaks taken during the day, just to attempt to kind of relieve
a little bit of that pressure, but there’s no way around it, in-
credibly heavy day of evidence. We are going to be hearing
from more detailed witnesses in the days to come that were
the boots on the ground, so to speak, in terms of the first of-
ficers on the scene, the people that were entering houses and.
things like that.”

RCMP recount response

The third day of the inquest focussed on testimony from
Melfort RCMP members, including the current commanding
officer and the first two members who arrived on scene.

First to testify was current S/Sgt Ryan Case of the Melfort
RCMP Detachment. He explained how the detachment offers
service to 3,000 square kilometres—including the JSCN. Case
also noted the full complement of the Melfort Detachment
consists of 16 members including himself as commander, two
corporals and 13 constables. While 24-hour police service is
not standard practice, there are two 10-hour shifts with mem-
bers on call during the 4-8 a.m. space where nobody is in the
office.

“Our members have a lot on their plate,” said Case in re-
sponse to a question from Hawryluk about workload at the
Melfort Detachment. “Their workload is on the higher end in
the grand scheme.”

He spoke of members not having a lot of extra time to ex-
tend beyond what is required of them on a daily basis.

Brown questioned Case about whether Melfort would ben-
efit from 24-hour service. The answer came down to simply
the number of bodies available.

“You will never find a commander that says, ‘I don’t want
any more officers at my detachment’,” Case replied, adding
“the work we could do would be tremendous.”

Hawryluk inquired about the caseload in Melfort, to which
Case noted around 6,600 files generated over 2023. Calls in
the City of Melfort make up 27 per cent of those files with
the JSCN being the next largest at about 10 per cent. Smaller
communities rank from two to three per cent of calls and Ru-
ral Municipalities make up one per cent o less of calls.

Combatting the drug crisis was a theme that emerged dur-
ing the inquest, recurring again when Hawryluk approached
the topic in a line of questioning.

“The trade of narcotics and the use of is a concern not only
for the community of James Smith, but every community
and rural area that we police and that is an unfortunate set
of facts,” Case said. “But every community that we police
within our detachment has expressed interest at one level or
another or concern that there are people within their com-
munities that are involved in that type of stuff.”

Hawryluk asked about a solution going forward and
the level of resources the detachment has to deal with the
scourge of illegal drugs,

“We as the police, we're one part in a bigger picture,” Case
said. “Drug investigations themselves are complex, and they
take a lot of time. They're complex, there’s a lot of legal hur-
dles to get over in order to ultimately have somebody put in
custody as a result of drug trafficking, if that's what it turns
out to be. But it takes up a lot of time. It’s a lot of man hours.
And on top of any type of investigation that we do under-
take, we have many others that we need to balance at the
same time.”

Another theme throughout the inquest revolved around
communication with the JSCN security and a possible call for
adedicated police service in the community. Case mentioned
having a working relationship with the JSCN security. A for-
‘mer member of that team echoed Case’s comments about fac-
ing a challenging workload.

“It's been a real challenge in the past year and a half to do
our work and keep our community safe,” said Stewart Head.
“We're overwhelmed. We do everything from mental health,
addictions, family violence and it’s not getting any easier.”

Head noted that JSCN security works closely with Melfort
RCMP, but stated more guidance is needed from leadership
in the community.

One point that family members raised was that of how war-
rants are dealt with, specifically as related to Myles Sander-
son, who was confirmed as acting alone in the mass stabbings.

“It's like Myles wasn't very high on the priorities of being
apprehended,” said Darryl Burns, representing the family of
the late Lydia Gloria Burns. A warrant was issued for Myles
being unlawfully at large by the Saskatoon Police Service in
the early summer of 2022.

“We would deal with it no differently than if we issued in
ourselves,” replied Case, adding that there are many war-
rants the Melfort Detachment are aware of at the moment.

Currently, there are 88 wanted individuals in the Melfort
Detachment area alone, which Case noted 75 per cent are
criminal in nature with the rest being provincial charges.

e afternoon heard gripping testimony from Cst. Tanner
Maynard, one of the first responding officers from Melfort
Detachment to the JSCN. At points, Maynard was visibly
shaken, reliving horrific moments as he recalled his actions
on the morning of Sept. 4, 2022.

“I checked him for pulse, signs of breathing and I noted
neither,” Maynard described of finding Thomas Burns, who
was pinned between two vehicles and stabbed. “He was ba-
sically slumped over his upper, 1 would say shoulders and
headand arms were slumped over the side of the vehicle,
again, that I noticed those same signs of as if the greyness
‘was sitting into his skin as if there was no blood flow. There
were no signs of life at that point to him.”

When asked by Hawryluk if the JSCN attacks had been his
first experience in a mass fatality situation, Maynard replied
it was not—he had also been involved in the Broncos bus
crash near Arborfield in 2018.

JSCN community members
emress frustration
en asked what the inquest has been like so far, Head
summed up with heatibreskin
“The heartbreaking stories that we, our loved ones went
through; our survivors, the injured and the other trauma that
witnesses witnessed,” he said. “That's pretty horrifying and
our community is broken. And it’s been broken for about a
year now. And it’s hard, though, to get a grasp on things at
times.”
Head also expressed his frustration of not being heard dur-
ing proceedings.
“Nobody wants to answer my questions, they’re not be-
ing answered properly” he said. “It's like they're passing the

Bums had similar sentiments, adding that the process feels
shed.”

“Some of it has been hard to listen to,” said Burns. “Also,
some of it bnnEs back a lot of anger on what our community’s
like and how things are remaining the same, even though we
lost 15 band members in the last five years.”

“One of the things that I look at this investigation is it’s so
rushed,” Burns continued. “There’s a lot of stuff there that is
missing, and was it rushed because of the media? The justice
system has never ever been kind to us Native people. So do
we have faith in this justice system? Do we have faith in this?
T don't think we do. I don’t think we do at all because history
to us has been very unjust.”

‘It just didn't seem real’

When Hawryluk asked former $/Sgt. Darren Lee Simons
how he was fecling on the fourth morning of the inquest, his
reply was “anxious.”

Simons, who came to the Melfort Detachment six weeks
before the tragedy happened, detailed his extensive experi-
ence working near First Nations communities in each detach-
ment he was posted through 33 years of service, including
the community of Gleichery AB and the nearby Siksika First
Nation, who temporarily had their own police service. The
retired RCMP member also recounted his involvement re-
sponding to the unfolding tragedy on JSCN.

Simons was at his home that morning when the 6:15 a.m.
call came about two reported stabbm%\ Inunder 10 minutes,
Simons was in his personal vehicle, headed for the Melfort
Detachment for an RCMP cruiser to assist.

Simons described walking into a “extremely chaotic situ-
ation” once he arrived at JSCN and met with Acting Cpl.
Tanner Maynard, who had assumed control as incident com-
‘mand, being one of the first responding RCMP members.

“I wanted to take over,” Simons said. “I knew that was my
role, but I realized that would be like jumping on a moving

rais

Arriving at JSCN at 7:38 a.m., Simons described seeing
people already at the makeshift triage centre at the band of-

U1 saw numerous wounded individuals lined up against
the band office,” he said. “Some were lying down, some were
seated. I just didn’t seem real.”

Hawryluk asked Simons if he had ever experienced an
event such as the mass casualty event at JSCN, to which
Simons compared it to his volvement i the 2005 Mayer-
thorpe, AB tragedy where four RCMP members were killed.

“No. I thought Mayerthorpe would be the tragedy I dealt
with in my career,” replied Simons. “This was the worst
thing I've seen in my career for scope for sure.”

Many RCMP members from across the province seemingly
dropped what they were doing to assist once the gravity of
the situation was more widely known.

An especially emotional exchange came about when Deb-
orah Burns, daughter of Earl Burns who had chased Myles
Sanderson with a school bus after being attacked, questioned
Simons. That bus had been sighted still running in the ditch,
passed a total of four times by RCMP members attending to
JSCN. Simons and a Conservation Officer were eventually
tasked with attending to the bus, finding Earl’s body in the
vehicle. Deborah asked why the bus had not been attended
to earlier.

“I believe in_connections—everything’s connected,” Si-
‘mons replied. “The individual that I took the shotgun off was
the son of the bus driver. The house I cleared was the resi-
dence of the bus driver. The bus driver was a proud veteran
of the Canadian Army. I'm a veteran of the Canadian Army.
Ibelieve fate brought me there and I wish we had gone there
earlier.”

Simons was visibly shaken in answering Deborah’s ques-
tion.

jon.

“Every member of the RCMP is my family, every veteran
of the Canadian Army is family,” he said. “This one’s tough
for me. I cant imagine your loss, but just know this one’s
tough on me personally. T apologize that your father did not
get my attention earlier.”

Brown asked Simons about the relationship between
RCMP and the leadership team at JSCN.

“Right from the beginning, we were workmg together,” re-

plied Simons. “It was a co- operahve, focussed situation. I felt
if I needed anything, I could ask for

He praised the level of hfommation sharing and assistance
of the leadership team at JSCN

In a line of questioning, Brown touched on the level of staff
in the Melfort Detachment at the time. Numbers were lower
with 12 operational members in Melfort, plus assistance was
given to Tisdale after temporarily amalgamating with that de-
tachment. Simons noted that shortly after the Sept. 4 event,
numbers dropped to around 50 per cent strength—three
members off on medical leave due to the mass casualty event.
As for the remaining members, Simons pointed to the lasting
trauma members continued to deal with while at work.

“On paper they're there, but we're only human and people
can only take so much,” he said.

Former spouse testifies

Vanessa Burns, the former spouse of Myles Sanderson, re-
members her father, Earl, as a good provider.

“He was a funny guy, he had a sense of humour,” she told
the inquest between tears. “He worked hard, took care of us.
A good provider.”

“He loved hockey, we were always in a rink,” Vanessa con-
tinued. “He liked horses, so we were always at a rodeo, too.”

Hawryluk then asked Vanessa about her relationship with
Myles, which began in early 2008

“In the beginning, he was charming; funny,” she said. “He
seemed normal.”

The couple had five children together, but Vanessa stated
she experienced abuse from him regularly. The abuse began
early in the couples’ relationship, about two months after
they started dating. Vanessa also told of reporting Myles
to the RCMP for assaults, but would drop the charges “for
Myles’ sake.”

“He instilled a lot of guilt in me, I felt extreme emotional
abuse from him,” Vanessa explained. “He just put a lot of
guilt in me.”

Myles’ alcohol and marijuana addiction were factors in the
relationship, with Vanessa noting she only discovered his co-
caine habit in 2022. Not only was Myles using, but the couple
would travel out to JSCN to sell cocaine.

“On a Welfare night, we would make $2,500 in just a few
hours,” Vanessa said.

The last drug run the couple would participate in was just
a few days before the mass casualty event. Hawryluk asked
Vanessa a series of questions about the events of Sept. 2, 2022
where the couple got into a fight.

Vanessa testified that Myles wanted to give someone a ride
to the bar in Kinistino before the couple headed back to Sas-
katoon. After the trip to K:mstmo, she reacted to a litany of
emotional abuse from Myl

“T just was so angry With him, so T punched him in the
face,” Vanessa recalled, noting she was driving her vehicle at
the time. The argument intensified, including Myles repeat-
edly hitting Vanessa with a broken drug scale, culminating
wn{: Vanessa driving to Damien’s residence and exiting the
vehicle.

“Ijust remember being on the ground and him coming up
to me and hitting me,” she remembers. Myles mother ran
out to Vanessa, holding her, stating not to run for fear of Myl-
es chasing Vanessa with the vehicle.

Eventually, Vanessa made her way to Saskatoon alone;
fearful that Myles might obtain a vehicle to find her. She met
with her mother the next evening to pick up four of the five
children, meeting half-way in Wakaw.

Vanessa learned of the attack on her parents from her old-

est son, who had stayed behind on JSCN to continue visiting.

“He told me that Myles came into my parent’s house,”
Vanessa recalled. “He didn’t see anything, but he heard the
commotion. He said that Myles stabbed my mom and my
dad—Papa and Granny—and he didn’t know where Papa
was. T got off the phone with him and 1 phoned my Mom’s
phone and my sister answered.

Through confusing and conflicting information—includ-
ing that Myles may be en route to Saskatoon—Vanessa de-
cided to drive to Prince Albert for refuge.

When asked how her and the children are presently do-
ing, Vanessa noted “I wouldn't say we're doinﬁ real good,
but we're alright” Upon learning of Myles' death on Sept. 7,
Vanessa recalls her daughter telling her “at least you won't
be getting beat up anymore.

As a survivor of the horrific event, Hawryluk asked Van-
essa if she had any recommendations that might prevent fur-
ther attacks. She pointed to better programming in the jail
system for domestic violence, perhaps even a mandatory re-
quirement for release.

he best thing you can do is keep the no-contact,” Van-
essa said as a message for victims of domestic abuse

“Ilost a sister that night. I lost a friend, your father,” said
Darryl Burns, during questioning of Vanessa. “I lost a lot of
family members. I'd like you to know that I have no ill will
feelings toward you. I love you and I love your family.”

Skye Sanderson testifies

Skye Sanderson, wife of Damien, provided testimony next,
noting feeling “angry still, heartbroken and lost.” She de-
scnbed Damien as “outgoing, funny and enjoyed mechan-

“He was amazing,” Skye said. “He wasn't perfect, but he
was perfect enough for me.

She did note concern over Damien's addicton, notin he
would become abusive after using alcohol and drug:

When asked about Myles, Skye was quite Girectwith her

was evil,” she said. “I didn't like when he came
around. He didn't fool me. I knew he was jealous of my hus-
band.”

On the evening of Sept. 2, 2022, just after the assault Van-
essa described, both Myles and Damien left with Vanessa’s
vehicle.

“That was the last time I ever seen my husband alive,”
Skye recalled. But it would be far from the last time she heard
from him as the couple exchanged text messages over the
next several hours. Messages from Damien became increas-
ingly morbid; ever-hinting that his final moments loomed.

Skye also expressed how difficult life has been for her fam-
ily in the aftermath of the attacks.

“They're lost because I'm lost,” she said of her children.
“We're battling our depression. quaugh!er tried to com-
mit suicide and we moved out of that house because of the
memories of their father. I don’t even know what to say to
my boy anymore. It hurts. The way he found out abouf his
dad, on TikTok. The teasing, questions being asked in school
about their dad. We're lonesome. I don’t have a place to live
right now, but I'm doing the best I can.”

Skye said she’s asked for help multiple times to deal with
her addiction issues, but finds she’s being treated differently;
questioning why some members of the JSCN community got
houses while others didn't.

“I'want my kids back is what [ want,” <he said. “I want a
house for them, I want to be a mom agais

Contradictory testimony

Some of Skye’s accounts didn’t seem to line up with al-
ready known facts prewented—esiecia"y through the exten-
sive report from Major Crimes. She claimed to have placed
multiple 911 calls and spoken with Melfort RCMP in the
early morning hours of Sept. 4, as late as 3 a.m.

“I was calling the cops, but were they doing anything?
No,” Skye told Hawryluk as he tried to navigate the seem-
ingly new evidence.

Sean Sass, one of the lawyers representing the federal min-
istry of justice, also questioned Skye's alleged numerous calls
to police on Sept. 4, asking why the interactions were not
mentioned in either of the three statements she previously
provided to RCMP in their investigation.

“Maybe they didn’t catch it when they were writing it
down,” replied Skye.

When asked about recommendations she would suggest,
Skye again pointed to her perceived lack of empathy fom

& ”I wlsh the RCMP would take situations like what just
happened more seriously,” said Skye. “I could still have my
dad here and my husband. We all lost all those lives. I kept
telling them to call the cops and theK didn’t care. I'm so an-
gry at them. I lost a lot. My life has changed drastically.”

The coroner’s inquest will hear from a variety of profes-
sions for the remainder of the proceedings, including parole
officers, corrections officials, psychologists and those with
expertise on warrant programs. After hearing from all 31
witnesses, the jury will then deliberate, coming up with their
conclusions on the facts of each murder plus recommenda-
tions to various parties on what changes could possibly pre-
vent further events from occurring.

In remembrance

The names of the 11 people who were killed on Sept. 4,
2022 are as follows:

Thomas Burns, 23; Carol Burns, 46; Gregory Burns, 28;
Lydia Gloria Burns, 61; Bonnie Burns, 48; Earl Burns, 66;
Lana Head, 49; Christian Head, 54; Robert Sanderson, 49;
and Wesley Petterson, 78. All victims lived on JSCN except
Petterson, who resided in the Village of Weldon.
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Big 6 Hockey League
More wins for Rangers, Rockets

The Moosomin Rangers added another win to their un-
defeated record on January 13 with a road game victory
over the Carnduff Red Devils. The Rangers downed the
Devils 5-2. It was a hat-trick night for both Bud Holloway
and Carter Sawchuk who each had a goal and two as-
sists. Josh Elmes added two helpers that night as well.

The Rangers were 12-0 last week with 24 points.

That same weekend, the Redvers Rockets defeated the

Oxbow Huskies 4-3 in a Friday night road game on Janu-
ary 12. The back-and-forth battle ended in overtime with
Brady Gaudet breaking the tie for the Rockets with help
from Braeden Magotiaux and Blair Toms. Magotiaux and
Toms both earned two points that night with a goal and
assist each.

The Rockets were sitting in second place in the Big Six
standings last week with a 10-2 record and 20 points.

Sask East Hockey League

Tigers defeat

There was little contest for the Rocanville Tigers
when the Theodore Buffalos came to town on Saturday,
January 13. The Tigers took care of the Buffs 5-1 that
night in front of a home town crowd.

It was a four-point night for Taylor Thompson who
scored four of the Tigers’ five goals. Brett Hope was
the other scorer that evening. Landyn Cochrane earned
three points that night with three assists.

Thompson leads the league in scoring with 28 goals
and 23 assists for 51 points last week.

The Tigers remained at the top of the South Stand-

Buffs handily

ings last week with a 9-1 record and 18 points, second
in the league only to the Canora Cobras at the top of
the North Standings with 20 points. The defeated Buffs
were in second place in the North Standings with 14
points.

The same weekend was a tough one for the Wapella
Blackhawks who fell 8-2 to the Canora Cobras on Jan.
12 and 10-2 to the Langenburg Warriors on Jan. 13.

The Blackhawks held a record of 4-5-1 last week and
9 points, sitting in third place in the South Standings,
and in seventh place overall in the league.

Tiger Hills Hockey League
Another win for the C-Hawks

The Miniota-Elkhorn C-Hawks keep chalking up the
wins, adding another on Wednesday with a victory over
the Melita Bisons.

The C-Hawks defeated the Bisons 9-4 that night. It was
a five-point night for Brad Bowles who scored two goals
and added three helpers. Zeanen Ziemer and Josh Martin
both earned four points with two goals and two assists
each.

Bowles continues to lead the league in scoring with 17

goals and 23 assists for 40 points this seasons. He is fol-
lowed in second place by Jason Bowles with 14 goals and
22 assists for 36 points.

The win on Thursday increased the C-Hawks’ record to
11-2 and 22 points, as they continue to sit at the top of the
Western Division followed by Rivers with 20 points.

The C-Hawks will face tough competition form the
Eastern Division come playoffs from Killarney, who had
24 points last week, and Minnedosa, who had 23 points.

TIGER

EAST DIVISION
Killarney 13 12 1 0 24
Minnedosa 14 1" 2 1 23
Gladstone 13 7 6 0 14
Neepawa 14 7 7 0 14
MacGregor 12 6 6 0 12
Wawanesa 14 3 N 0 6
Carberry 13 3 10 0 6
Pilot Mound 12 1 10 1 3

WEST DIVISION
Miniota/Elkhorn 13 1 2 0 22
Rivers 14 10 4 0 20
Hartney 15 9 6 0 18
Virden 13 8 4 1 17
Boissevain 14 7 7 0 14
Melita 13 6 7 0 12
Deloraine 13 5 8 0 10
Souris 14 1 13 0 2

HILLS HOCKEY LEAGUE

LEAGUE TOP SCORERS
PLAYER TEAM GP G A PTS
Brad Bowles Miniota/Elkhorn 12 17 23 40
Jason Bowles Miniota/Elkhorn 13 14 22 36
Jesse Linner Hartney 15 19 16 35
Matt Saler Minnedosa 14 13 20 33
Devon LeBlanc Virden 10 17 15 32
Shane Jury Minnedosa 14 17 15 32
Brock Paddock Rivers 14 15 17 32
Jesse Toth Gladstone 12 15 17 32
Ty Lewis Virden 7 10 18 28
Taylor Wells Hartney 13 8 19 27
GOALIE TEAM W-L-0T MINS GA GAA
Cody Rookes Miniota/Elkhorn  1-0-0-0 90 1 067
Brian Archibald Killarney 9-1-0-0 600 18 1.80
Devon Fordyce Minnedosa 6-1-1-0 483 17 211
Cory Gardham Miniota/Elkhorn 7-1-0-0 510 21 247
Jason Argue Minnedosa 5-1-0-0 360 15 2.50

Monday, January 22, 2024

Rykr Cole and Josh Elmes with the Moo-
somin Rangers in front of the Carnduff Red
Devils' net on January 13 during a road game
in Carnduff that night. The Rangers won the
game 5-2, increasing their record in the Big Six
to 12-0 and 24 points.

Rachelle Apperley photo

HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS
AS OF JAN. 18, 2024

BIG SIX HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS

OTL PTS

Moosomin Rangers 12 12 0 0 24
Redvers Rockets 12 10 2 0 20
Carlyle Cougars 12 9 2 1 19
Carnduff Red Devils 12 6 6 0 12
Bienfait Coalers 12 6 6 0 12
Oxbow Huskies 12 5 6 1 11
Wawota Flyers " 2 9 0 4
Midale Mustangs 1 1 8 2 4
KW Oil Kings 10 1 8 1 3
LEAGUE TOP SCORERS

TOP PLAYER TEAM GP G A PTS
Bud Holloway Moosomin Rangers 12 29 27 56
Brock Trotter Moosomin Rangers 1 13 29 42
Koby Morrisseau  Carlyle Cougars 12 15 25 40
Jordon Miller Redvers Rockets 12 9 22 31
Carter Sawchuk ~ Moosomin Rangers 9 11 18 29
Taysen Holt Bienfait Coalers 1 11 17 28
Ben Hiltz Carnduff Red Devils 1 14 13 27
Presten Kopeck Redvers Rockets 1 14 13 27
Jesse Gabrielle Carlyle Cougars 10 14 12 26
Josh Elmes Moosomin Rangers 1 10 16 26
TOP GOALIES TEAM W-L-OTL GAA
Kyler Beckett Moosomin Rangers 6-0-0 1.50
Levi Horn Moosomin Rangers 6-0-0 233
Mason Plews Carnduff Red Devils 4-2-0 251
Landon Audet Carlyle Cougars 6-1-1 274
Cody Matthewson Redvers Rockets 4-1-0 3.18

L

@ SASK EAST HOCKEY LEAGUE STANDINGS

i NORTH STANDINGS
TEAM GP w L OTL PTS
Canora Cobras 1 10 1 0 20
Theodore Buffalos 10 7 3 0 14
Swan Valley Axemen 10 6 4 0 12
Cote Selects 12 6 6 0 12
Preeceville Pats 1" 0 1" 0 0
SOUTH STANDINGS
TEAM GP w L OTL PTS
Rocanville Tigers 10 9 1 0 18
Langenburg Warriors 1 7 4 0 14
Wapella Blackhawks 10 4 5 1 9
Churchbridge Imperials 9 2 7 0 4
Ituna Avalanche 10 1 9 0 2
LEAGUE TOP SCORERS

TOP PLAYER TEAM GP G A PTS
Taylor Thompson  Rocanville Tigers 10 28 28 51
Rylee Zimmer Langenburg Warriors 11 14 24 38
Carter Cockburn SV Axemen 10 18 19 37
Brandon Pelletier ~ Cote Selects 12 16 18 34
Kailum Gervais Cote Selects 12 11 20 31
Ryan Regel Rocanville Tigers 10 19 10 29
Tristan Keshane ~ Cote Selects 1 15 14 29
Kody Rock Canora Cobras 1 14 14 28
Massen Ziola Rocanville Tigers 8 12 16 28
Landyn Cochrane Rocanville Tigers 7 6 22 28
GOALIE TEAM GP W L GAA
Rylan Palchewich  Canora Cobras 5 5 1 220
Carter Olson Langenburg Warriors 6 5 1 299
Dakota Berezowski Rocanville Tigers 6 5 1 300
Warren Shymko  Theodore Buffalos 8 5 3 302
Ben Fouillard Rocanville Tigers 4 4 0 325
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Tigers goalie Dakota Berezowski defending the net along with his teammates.

Tigers continue to

dominate south division
The Rocanville Tigers defeated the Theodore
Buffalos 5-1 on January 13 in Rocanville. The
Tigers have been dominating the Sask East
Hockey League South Standings all season
long, and the win over the Buffs put their re-
cord at 9-1 and 18 points.

Kelsey Selby photos

-

Dakota Odgers with the puck.
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A
Wanda Parker, Gaylene Danielson and Donette Howie work-
Landyn Cochrane in action for the Tigers. ing the bar.




14
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LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Communities in Bloom awards will be
given out at the January 23 Moosomin
Chamber of Commerce meeting.

Andrew Exelby with Saskatchewan
Parks and Recreation will be on hand at
the meeting to give out awards for the
Communities in Bloom Contest, and will
speak on the program.

Moosomin was the winners of Commu-
nities in Bloom in its population category
in 2023.

Transportation plan

Al Sutherland of Gravelbourg will speak
on that community’s efforts to provide
transportation options for people travel-
ling to appointments out of town.

Gravelbourg Cares offers a wellness
shuttle service for people who require
medical services not available in Gravel-
bourg.

The fares for the transportation service
are intentionally kept affordable, so the
group relies on donations from the town
of Gravelbourg, businesses and organiza-
tions to subsidize the cost.

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.
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Meeting January 23
Communities in Bloom Awards
to be presented at January Chamber meeting

Visual Arts Centre

The Moosomin Visual Arts Centre will
make a presentation at the January Cham-
ber meeting. The group is leasing space
in St. Alban’s Anglican Church and will
begin offering classes soon. The group is
now in the fundraising phase.

Canadian Firefighters
Curling Championships

There will be a presentation on the
Canadian Firefighters National Curling
Championships coming up in March. Up
to 200 people are expected to be in Mooso-
min for the event, slated for March 15-24.

Tourism Centre
Moosomin EDO Casey McCormac will
speak about plans for developing a tour-
ism information centre in Moosomin.
McCormac will be providing an update
on the progress of the project.

Meeting at Sportsplex

The January Chamber meeting will be
held Tuesday, January 23 at the Nutrien
Sportsplex. Lunch will be served and ev-
eryone is welcome.

SHOP LOCAL

SAVE BIG!

Spectator COPY PAPER

85X 11

’ 8 55’555

10 PACKAGES PER CASE
500 SHEETS PER PACKAGE

Walmart>;7 o Gaperrmenns 1 Sariem

] St s o et e e ?

DELIVERY WITHIN MOOSOMIN: $87

Spéctator

306.435.2445

world_spectator@sasktel.net | 714 Main Street | Moosomin, SK

RESTAURANT & BAR GUIDE

Stop by one of these great local businesses for dinner tonight!

Gravelbourg Cares dnver Bob Holmes stands with the original shut-
tle—an eight-passenger van that logged many miles over four years.

Was the FURNACE in your
business installed during the

—

It’s time
for an
upgrade

Commercial rebates are available on eligible
high-efficiency natural gas equipment.

Contact your local
Network Member or
visit saskenergy.com
to learn more.

SaskEnerg;g

Wednesday,
February 14, 2024

Steak & Lobster Dinner ‘

LIMITED AMOUNTS SO RESERVE EARLY

Also open on
Sundays now!

Fleming, SK
306-435-2074

Open Tue - Sat
12Noon -9 pm

NWPLUGGE,
die & Rhett

Teanna

306-645-2640

Rocanville Town and
Country Golf Club

Call the clubhouse to reserve a table!

Ukwrainian Lunch Buppec
11am - 1:30 pm
Monday to Friday
506 Main Street Moosomln, SK - 306-435-2227

ROUP
TOGETHER
AND
HAVE

A . ;
NIGHT : y
O%Tl PEROGIES SAUSAGE CABBAGE ROLLS

Frozen Perogies for Sale
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Online fun with Ohtani free-agent saga

Twitter, or X, as owner Elon Musk has renamed it, can
be wonderful, or it can be an annoyance. A plethora of
crap is displayed on the social media site, but there’s also
alot of valuable information that can be fulfilling. Or use-
less.

But X really came to life a couple of weeks before
Christmas, before Shohei Ohtani had made his decision
where to sign his free-agent contract, and when the hot-
test rumour in baseball had Ohtani perhaps inking a pact
with the Toronto Blue Jays, sports fans in Canada couldn’t
get enough from Twitter.

Someone in California on that day, Dec. 8, spotted an
aviation note from the John Wayne Airport in Anaheim,
whereby a private jet was taking off, destined for Toronto.
That's all it took for the Ohtani-to-the-Blue Jays hype to
surge into overdrive.

Hookah Doncic tried to put water on the rumour fire,
saying: “He lives in Seattle in the off-season.”

Talkin Baseball weighed in: “Shohei Ohtani is travel-
ling to Toronto today. He has not signed a contract with
any team at this time, per @jonmorosi.”

Said Ben Verlander: “The plane from Anaheim to To-
ronto is currently the most tracked airplane in the world.
And not a single soul tracking it has any idea if it's Shohei
or not.”

Alden Gonzales had a submission: “Source: Shohei
Ohtani has not made a decision yet. That's not to say it
won’t ultimately be the Blue Jays; my understanding is
that, at this point, that decision has not been made.”

Said Matt: “We all know where he’s going to end up,”
as he posted a picture of Ohtani in a Rays’ uniform.

Said John: “He’s going to the Cubs. I talked to him the
other day.”

Now it was Etherfuse’s turn: “He’s just trying to decide
which Dodger hat he likes the best.”

Some humour from Mike Petriello: “A direct flight from
LA- to London is about to arrive, indicating Ohtani is
about to sign with Arsenal.”

More humour, from Joseph Garino: “Source: Shohei

Bruce Penton

Ohtani will be making his decision at Four Seasons Land-
scaping later today.”

Clarence Fraser added fuel: “Yusei Kikuchi (Jays’ Japa-
nese pitcher) reserves entire upscale sushi restaurant near
Rogers Centre for tonight. Reservation for 50-plus people.
Make of it what you will.”

Countered Spencer: “That was a surprise party for his
wife. Thanks a lot.”

And then Vancouver humourist Steve Burgess did what
he does best; “When out in right field there arose such a
clatter; I ran to home base to see what was the matter;
When what to my wondering eyes did appear; But Shohei
Ohtani in full Blue Jays gear!”

Of course, we now know Ohtani signed a 10-year con-
tract the next day with the Dodgers for $700 million US
(almost $1 billion Canadian) and Twitter will be quieter
from here on in. (The plane, by the way, was carrying Ca-
nadian millionaire Robert Herjavec, a regular on the TV
show, Shark Tank.)

e Jack Finarelli at his sportscurmudgeon.com site, on
a TV commercial where Peyton Manning tosses cans of
Bud Light to patrons throughout the bar: “Can you imag-
ine the clean-up mess in that bar as about 50 people open
cans of Bud Light that have been thrown to them that tﬁey
caught — presumably on the fly? That establishment will
smell of stale beer for a month after that event.”

e Late night funnyman Jimmy Kimmel, carrying on the
public feud with NFL quarterback Aaron Rodgers: “Rod-
gers got two A’s on his report card, and they were both in

his first name.”

e Jason Gay of the Wall Street Journal, on former Patri-
ots’ coach Bill Belichick’s sideline demeanour: “Belichick
looked like a grumpy lobster boat captain, grimacing on
the New England sideline like he’s miles from shore in a
storm.”

* Mike Bianchi of the Orlando Sentinel: “Is it time for
Jacksonville Jaguars fans to come to the realization that
Trevor Lawrence is much closer to being Jon Kitna than
John Elway?”

¢ Another one from Bianchi, on Michigan coach Jim
Harbaugh and allegations of wrongdoing: “If you believe
Harbaugh and his coaching staff are innocent, you prob-
ably also believe there are a bunch of crime fighting Teen-
age Mutant Ninja Turtles living in the sewers beneath
New York City.”

¢ Headline at fark.com: “NCAA president: ‘Because
we told you Michigan was cheating, tﬁat means that they
won fair and square.””

® RJ Currie of sportsdeke.com: “While watching team
USA win the World Junior Hockey championship at a
friend’s, nobody noticed his Labrador eating the Christ-
mas tree trimmings. Now the vet says the dog has tin-
selitis.”

* Headline at the onion.com: “Bob Kraft: We're Al-
ready Searching Through Insane Asylums For A Possible
Belichick Replacement”

e Headline at fark.com, after New England owner
Robert Kraft promoted linebackers’ coach Jerold Mayo
to head coach, replacing Bill Belichick: “Kraft holds the
Mayo.”

* Bob Molinaro of pilotonline.com (Hampton, Va.):
“While cranky, conspiracy-minded Aaron Rodgers
should be fit for a tinfoil helmet, his Jets teammates voted
him their ‘most inspirational player for 2023." Rodgers,
you may recall, was on the field for four plays. We're not
expected to understand.”

Care to comment? Email brucepenton2003@yahoo.ca

Cold temps cancel community meeting

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
The Town of Rocanville held their regular council meet-
ing on January 17 with the following items as highlights
in the agenda.

Community meeting cancelled

The community meeting slated to be held on Jan. 16
was cancelled. Members of REDO made the decision in
part due to the cold temperatures, and due to some repre-
sentatives being unable to make the meeting.

The committee would like to see a large number of
community members attend, and will announce a future
date for the meeting.

WE'RE JUST RENTING RIGHT NOW,
GET BACK UNDER CONTROL, WE

BUT AS SOON A5 INTEREST RATES ) rz

Applying for new crosswalks

An application has been made for three sets of SmartC-
ity Crosswalks. These types of crosswalks improve vis-
ibility for traffic and the ability to see pedestrians better,
but also provide a safer environment for those using the
crosswalk.

If successful in their application to the SGI Traffic Safe-
ty Fund, the town plans to install the trio of crosswalks
around the school.

Lift station report

Council received a report after an assessment on the
town’s lift station that happened back in November. The
report details some recommendations on items that need

Chad Carpenter
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PLAN TO BUILD ONE OF OUR OWN,
V
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BEFORE SHERM COULD
EVEN SAY A WORD,
HE TOLD SHERM TO

GET OFF HIS PROPERTY

OR ELSE HE'D GIVE HIM

TO HIS ROTTWELER AS

A SQUEAKY CHEW TOY.

SHERMAN TJUST MET
OUR NEW NEIGHBOR
AND (T S0UNDS LIKE
IT PIDN'T 60 50 WELL,

THIS 15 THE BLANDEST-
TASTING THING
I'VE EVER MAULED.

T MEAN, REALLY!| HOW COULD SOME-
THE 6UY'S NOT

TREATS ME LIKE
I'™M TROUBLE,

CAREFUL,
I JUST WAXED
THE FLOOR.

to be replaced.

Building permit for new business

Council approved a building permit for 109 Ellice
Street. According to Rocanville CAO Tanya Strandlund,
a new business is being built.

Skate-a-thon and Bingo fundraiser

It's almost time for TeleMiracle again, and Rocanville is
hosting a Skate-a-thon to raise money for the provincial
telethon. The Skate-a-thon is slated to take place on Feb.
18 at the rink.

There’s also a big Bingo fundraiser happening at the
rink in March.

ONE DISLIKE ME
60 MUCH BEFORE
THEY EVEN GET
TO KNOW ME?!

HE GETS (T
FROM HIS
FATHER'S SIDE.
b e
“AA....
www. tundracomics.co
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Classrooms typical of complex rural /urban issues

There are certain issues that really aren’t — or at least
shouldn’t be — considered rural or urban issues.

Health care and education are two such issues. It's not
as if one part of the province sees these as issues and one
part of the province doesn’t.

The thing is, what may be the predominate in the cit-
ies may differ from the predominate — or at least one of
the most pressing — issue in the country.

Take health care where, on the surface, you might as-
sume many of the problems are the same in rural and
urban Saskatchewan. Actually, they vary.

For example, both the cities and the country have
huge problems recruiting both doctors and nurses.
When it comes to doctors, smaller communities have
been known to engage in intense competition to offer
incentives to attract them.

This problem is far more acute in rural Saskatchewan
where local people are simply trying to attract general
practitioners. It is also where some communities are
becoming innovative. Nurse practitioners that really
aren’t common in the cities.

In the cities, there is a nursing and doctor shortage
issues, but the latter seems to centre around the need to
attract specialists in the province or doctors willing to
work in crowded emergency rooms.

Emergency rooms are a crisis in the cities — partly
because of factors like an aging population, but also
because the cities have been hardest hit by the poverty
and drug epidemic that worsened during the COVID-19
years that still linger.

Murray Mandryk

That said, another factor is the lack of hospital — and
especially emergency services — in rural Saskatchewan.
In front of every overcrowded city ER room is a lineup
of ambulances — both city and rural — because ERs
have, sadly, become the entry point to health care for
many.

And with the closure/ conversion of 52 rural hospitals
to wellness centres, there is clearly an emergency servic-
es crisis (albeit, a different one) in rural Saskatchewan.

The same goes for education, which takes us to cur-
rent teachers” dispute and one-day provincewide strike
last week over what is called “classroom composition
and complexity.”

The issue used to simply fall under the issue of “class-
room overcrowding”, but that term does not reflect the
reality for many rural teachers with the complex prob-
lem of teaching two and sometimes three grades in a
single classroom.

In the cities, the “complexity” is about overcrowded
single-grade classrooms that deal with English as a sec-
ond language (ESL) students plus the lack of speech

language pathologists, educational psychologists and
teacher counsellors.

The Saskatchewan Party government has argued —
and perhaps rightly so — that a collective bargaining
process simply cannot address these needs. This is so,
because a lot of these hirings would be outside the STF
contract dispute, anyway.

Moreover, these issues are somewhat nebulous, any-
way. As such it’s been rather easy for the government to
convince some this is all about teacher wages demands.

The thing is, the conciliation board’s report cites these
as “the most significant issue ... upon which collective
bargaining hinges.”

Moreover, it can be argued these are now issues be-
cause of past political choices this government has
made.

In the 2017 austerity budget — the last one former
premier Brad Wall — the budget that cut education
spending by $57 million a year. This followed the ini-
tial Wall promise to remove property tax off agricultural
land, followed by the government decision to allow lo-
cal school boards to set their own mill rates.

These decisions all had a lot to do a governing politi-
cal party wanting to appease its rural base.

But the Saskatchewan Teachers’ Federation notes all
this has drastically cut per student education funding.
(Why you are seeing those ads of Saskatchewan going
from first to eighth place in the nation).

Like many things in this rural/urban divided prov-
ince, issues get complex rather quickly.

RecEVILE REC REQOt

Andrea Logan, Recreation Director

R ille E: ic Develop
Rocanville Rec Centre
rocanville.rec@sasktel.net / 645-2164

Vision Board Workshop
On Wednesday, January 24 from 6-8 pm at the Rec Cen-
tre. Create your own Vision Board for 2024. Enjoy an eve-
ning working on manifesting your goals for 2024. Please
bring a picture frame 8X10 or bigger if you wish to hang
your vision board. Free event for adults and teenagers.
Please pre-register by contacting the Rec Office.

Learn to Line Dance
On February 10 from 3-5 pm. Cost is $20. To register
please contact the Rec Office by February 5, 2024. No ex-
perience required. Join us for a fun afternoon of dancing.

Learn to Dance — Couples Dancing
Learn to polka and two-step. Classes will run Feb 14, 28,
and March 13 from 7-9 pm. No experience required. Al-
ready know how to dance? Join us anyway. Who doesn’t
like the opportunity to go dancing? To register please con-
tact the Rec Office by January 31. $15/ person

Silent Book Club
January 22, February 5 and 19 from 6:30-7:30 pm (Adults
only). No pressure or commitment is required. Just bring
your current read, share if you feel moved to, and then
spend the rest of the hour silently reading.

Adult Writing Group
Join us Monday nights (January 29, February 12 and
26) from 6:30-7:30 pm for adult writing group. Bring your
current work, share if you feel moved, then write for the
rest of the hour.

Rocanville Kids Group
For ages infant to school age Mondays and Wednes-
days 9-11 am. For more information, please follow the
Rocanville Kids group on Facebook.

Walking
Everyone Welcome
Mondays and Wednesdays—1:00-3:00 pm
Tuesdays and Thursdays—9:00 am - 3:00 pm

Pickle Ball
Tuesdays—7:00-9:00 pm

Puzzle and Book Swap
Monday-Thursday—9:00 am-3:00 pm

The Rec Centre is available for rent, birthdays, reunions,
Christmas, windups, and everything in between. Contact
306-645-2164 or rocanville.rec@sasktel.net to book.

Rocanville Economic Development
There will be an Economic Development meeting on
January 23 at 8 am at the Nutrien Hall. You do not need to
own a business to attend a meeting, just be interested in
bettering the community of Rocanville.

Community Meeting
Due to the extreme cold the Community Meeting was
postponed. Please stay tuned for a rescheduled date.
Let’s come together as a community and discuss the po-
tential growth, %\appenings, and hot-button topics of our

community. Everyone welcome.
Date — To be determined.
6:30 pm — Cookies and coffee
7-8 pm - Meeting

Rocanville Library
Programming

* Metal stamping Makerspace Kit — Month of January

¢ Penguin Take 'n” Make — Month of January (while
supplies last)

e Story Time: Bring your kids out for a story or two
and a craft to follow. Registration is required. To register
please contact the library — 306-645-2088 or rocanville@
southeastlibrary.ca January 24, 31 at 10:30-11:30 am

Open Hours
Wednesday 9 am-12 pm and 1:30 - 5:30 pm
Thursday 1:30 -5:30 pm
Friday 1:30- 5:30 pm

F ille Noble C Arena

Ice Schedule
Monday - Shinny 3:30-4:45 pm
Tuesday — Adult/ preschool skate — 1:00-3:00 pm
Wednesday — Shinny 3:30-4:30
Thursday — Adult/ preschool skate — 1:00-3:00 pm
Friday —Public skate 3:30-5:30 pm
Sunday — Shinny 12:00-2:00 pm, Public Skate 2-3:45 pm

Minor Hockey
January 27 - U9 Home tournament
January 28 — U9 Black vs. Churchbridge at 5:30 pm
February 3 and 4 - U 11 Home Tournament

Skate-A-Thon
Telemiracle fundraiser
Fun Skate and Skate-A-Thon
Sponsored by Bud and Kendra Fafard
Sunday, February 18 from 1:-5 pm
at the Noble Construction Arena in Rocanville.
Skate and groove to the music
Music is provided by All-in Event DJ Services.
Open to all ages and levels of skaters.
Earn more for Telemiracle by signing up as a skate-a-thon
skater or just come out and skate for fun.
Rink kitchen will be open.
$5/ skater

Dial-A-Van
Dial-A-Van Services Monday, Wednesday and Friday 9
am to 4 pm. Moosomin trips for medical appointments.

LANE REALTY

For the most exposure that you deserve in the marketing of
your farm or ranch property - Contact your local agent:

JASON BEUTLER (306) 735-7811

LANE REALTY

Saskatchewan’s Farm & Ranch Specialists ™
Ph: (306) 569-3380 * E-mail: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net
WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!

“Now representing purchasers from across Canada and overseas!”

www.lanerealty.com

Please pre-book. $45/trip. Prescriptions: Call the drug-
store to make arrangements for us to deliver and for the
payment of delivery ($3) and the van will do the work.
Cost to ride the van:

Round trip paid by cash - $3.00

Round trip using pass - $2.50

10 trip pass can be purchased from the driver for $25

Charitable donations can be made at the Town Office.

Call 306-434-6644 between 8 am and noon on operating
days to book your ride.

Rocanville Community Centre
Located at 219 Ellice Street, Rocanville. We are open for
rentals with the following rates: 4-hour rental or less $50,
daily rental $100
For bookings contact:
Mel Strong at 306-645-4412 or text 306-434-5511
Linda Bock at 306-645-4287 or text 306-434-7587
The Centre is open for cards on Thursday afternoons
from 1-3:30 pm.

Rocanville Food Share

Please keep in mind the needs of those less fortunate
and give them to your local Food Bank. Monetary dona-
tions are gratefully accepted. Cheques made payable to
the Town of Rocanville can be mailed to Box 265, Rocan-
ville, SK SOA 3L0. An income tax receipt can be provided
for donations of $20 or more. If you know anyone in the
area in need of food, please contact:

Pastor Paul Bunz 434-5375
Roseanne Kelly 306-434-9484
Faith Buchanan
Jean Howie
Barbara Wilkins
Jane Fahlman

Rocanville Community Thrift Store
The Rocanville Community Thrift Store is run by a
group of local volunteers. If you are interested in volun-
teering your time at the Thrift Store please, contact Mari-
lyn at 306-645-4553. The Thrift Store is open Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays 1-4 pm and Thursdays 6-8 pm

Wholesale

Memorials
Direct

204-773-2747
or 306-745-3304

Now offering free installation
Call about laser or diamond etching
We offer a wide range of in-stock and special order
memorials, headstones and markers. We would be
pleased to design the perfect remembrance with you!

Commitment
o Excell
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At the end of the consultation, Keating gave the public a
list of items that could be done in both schools and asked
them to rank their priorities from one to five. The handout
also asked the public if they would be in support of the
school division applying for a minor capital renovation for
McNaughton High School.

After the meeting, based on the results that were coming
in, Keating seemed optimistic about applying for a minor
capital ﬁroject.

“My hope is we get a couple of things from this meet-
ing,” he said. “Number one that we see if people are in
favor of applying for that minor capital renovation for
Moosomin, and the second thing is to see if their priori-
ties line up with the priorities of what the administration
and the schools are saying are the most important things
to work on in terms of preventative maintenance and re-
newal dollars.

“I think probably seeing the few results that have come
in so far, people being supportive, I think that’s (a minor
capital renovation) something we’d look at doing, making
sure we’d meet that end of February deadline for minor
capital renovations.

“The deadline for those are the end of February. That's
for the next school year’s budget, and they (the provincial
government) announce those around budget day. It would
be for 2024-25.”

How do Moosomin’s schools compare to others in the
division?

“Moosomin’s schools are in pretty good shape in com-
parison to some of the schools in the division. They’'d
be about middle of the pack I would say,” said Keating.
“We've got some newer schools and there are some older
schools that were built in the “40s or ‘50s. The Moosomin
Schools are in pretty good shape, they have pretty solid
bones. Could they use an update? Yes. There are a lot of

E
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Kids kept busy at Baptist Church

On Tuesday during a one-day teachers’ strike resulting in no school,
some kids were kept busy at the Moosomin Baptist Church who hosted
a Kids Strike Day Fun Day for Grades Pre-K to 5. Kids could register
for the day and come to the church to play games, watch movies, eat
popcorn, and even have a Taylor Swift dance party featuring the pastor.

Shown here are kids and volunteers participating in some of the games
that day.

schools in our division that could use an update.

“The data and the information from this meeting will
be great. I think that’s the important thing is to see what
people say, what are their priorities, and then maybe we
can get a minor capital renovation and knock a bunch of
those off the list, but if we can’t, then we have those pre-
ventative maintenance and renewal dollars, and we kind
of have an idea of what those priorities are to start putting
money in when we can.”

South East Cornerstone School Division board rep for
Subdivision 1 (Rocanville, Wapella, Moosomin) Devona
Putland said she thought the meeting was productive.

“T honestly think that when we put in for those minor
projects, that now that we’ve had more people’s eyes see
what’s there, we get more input from the community,
which is good, as well as we will have an idea of what the
programming future is.

“I'think with the new credit change, it’s really important
that electives are supported and that’s what I wrote in my
paper, support the electives and improve the electrical, be-
cause those seem to be the big issues.

“I'm really glad to see this many people out on a cold
night like this, it's wonderful.

“1 think it will make our job easier as a board, because
any time you're representing people it’s good to hear from
them directly what they want, not just assume.”

Left: South East Cornerstone School Division
Director of Education Keith Keating speaking
at the Community Consultation Meeting Thurs-
day in Moosomin.
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Esterhazy business finds Gift of Hearing recipient

BY RyaN KiEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

In a first of its kind giveaway, the House
of Hearing in Esterhazy found their lucky
recipient in the Gift of Hearing campaig.
Running from Nov. 1 to Dec. 1, 2023, the
House of Hearing invited nominations
for a pair of premium hearing devices—
including an initial hearing assessment,
hearing aid fitting, follow-up and three
years of servicing.

Of the 13 nominations, three people
were selected for a free hearing assess-
ment at the Esterhazy business.

“The top three selections were chosen
based on a variety of factors, such as the
reason the individual was nominated
(how the gift of hearing would impact
the life of the recipient and their family),
the degree and severity of hearing loss,
financial need, suitability for the style
of devices that would be gifted, length
of time they have had hearing loss, and
perceived benefit the individual would
receive from binaural hearing devices,”
explained Chelsea Stewart, Audiologist
at the House of Hearing.

A case history and interview process
also took place, and Shirley Maximnuk
was chosen as the recipient.

“Shirley has a moderately-severe, sen-
sorineural hearing loss in both ears,”
Stewart said. “This is a significant hearing
loss and poses severe challenges hearing
in both quiet and noise. Shirley’s hearing
loss started in approximately Grade 6 and
has gotten progressively worse over the
years.”

The new hearing aids will help her par-
ticipate in conversations, and she feels
more comfortable when company visits.

“I found out what water sounds like
when it’s boiling,” Maximnuk said when
asked about things she noticed in the first
few weeks of using the new hearing aids.
“ Also, I hear my dog panting. I only
saw it before, now I know what it sounds
like.”

Maximnuk was nominated by her three
daughters, who have seen the impact of
the hearing loss on their mother over the
years. They have missed visiting with
their mom and having special conversa-
tions about what is going on in their lives.

The ability to hear more clearly has
huge impacts on people’s lives, and
Maximnuk was becoming more isolated
due to her hearing loss.

“Shirley, as well as her family and
friends, are looking forward to her becom-
ing more engaged in conversations and
involved in family gatherings,” Stewart
noted. “The hearing devices will provide
Shirley the opportunity to connect rather
than withdraw in difficult listening situ-
ations. She will be able to keep in touch
with her daughters as the hearing devices
will make it significantly easier for her to
talk on the phone.”

When asked what that moment was
like when she tried on the equipment for
the first time, Maximnuk said she noticed
“how loud everything is for me now and
realizing how it is for others.”

“When Shirley first came in for her
hearing assessment, it was very difficult
for me to communicate with her—even
in quiet—and while sitting directly across
from her,” Stewart said. “I had to speak
very loudly and enunciate the words
clearly and it was evident that Shirley
had to really strain to follow the conver-
sation. At the end of the appointment, I fit
Shirley with loaner hearing devices to see
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ran a successful Gift of Hearing
campaign before Christmas, some-
thing they plan to continue.

if they would be something she would
be willing to wear and could manage. It
was amazing how much more engaged
Shirley was in the conversation with the
devices.”

The difference was immediate, even
with the temporary devices.

“I was able to ask Shirley questions
without her seeing my face and she was
able to answer correctly,” Stewart said.
“I was able to have a conversation with
Shirley and her daughter, Melissa, and
she was following and understanding
the conversation. Her face lit up! It was
amazing to see first-hand how tﬁe experi-
ence changed from her straining to hear
and nodding in response to questions,
versus her being able to hear with much
less effort and responding to the ques-
tions and being more involved in the con-
versation.”

One thing Maximnuk is looking for-
ward to is hearing the birds when they
come back in the spring—something
many people take for granted.

“I can easily participate in conversa-
tions with family and friends and hear
their actual voices,” Maximuk said.
“Most are high pitched and some of them
are too rowdy!”

Gift of Hearing will continue

With the success of the initial giveaway,
Stewart says she plans to hold the second
campaign next winter as well. In fact,
nomination forms can be submitted to
the House of Hearing for the December
campaign.

“I'am very happy with how well the
campaign went,” she said. “It was very
difficult to choose the top three selections
and ultimately, choose one individual.
The lack of funding for hearing devices
makes it very difficult for many indi-
viduals to purchase hearing aids on their
own.”

Stewart noted that her team can help

with a QR Code that will put your
contact information right onto your
customers’ phones and into their contacts!

Chelsea Stert (right) of the House of Hearing presents Shirley
Maximnuk with a premium set of hearing aids. The Esterhazy business
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identify funding opportunities clients
may be eligible for.

“1 aim to ensure everyone has access
to hearing devices by working with their
budget and providing payment plans,”
she said. “Untreated hearing loss can in-
crease the risk of social isolation and de-
pression, poor balance and fall-related in-
juries, accelerated cognitive decline, and
dementia and Alzheimer’s disease.”

Hearing health is a priority, and Stew-
art noted some “early warning’ signs that
show it might be time to book an assess-
ment appointment. Frequently asking
ﬁeople to repeat themselves, difficulty

earing conversations, finding that peo-
ple tend to mumble when they speak or
misinterpreting what they say, avoiding
social situations, turning up the volume
on the TV and hearing ringing, buzzing
or humming in your ears are all signs of
early hearing loss.

“Also, due to the gradual nature of
age-related and noise-induced hearing
loss, many people are unaware they have
a hearing loss,” Stewart said. “If a hear-
ing loss is identified, the audiologist will
counsel on appropriate recommenda-
tions, help initiate medical consultations,
identify funding opportunities, discuss
preventative measures, counsel on com-
munication strategies, and discuss plans
for follow-up.”

SASKATCHEWAN

DANGER: THIN ICE

Moosomin Spillway:
Important Update

Ice thickness will be affected this winter on the
Moosomin Spillway. The aeration system put in
place that ensures the successful overwintering
of fish populations is creating areas of dangerous
thin ice and open water on the lake. Signage and
fencing will mark the hazards and the sections
where aeration is occurring. The WSA asks that
winter reservoir users take extreme caution in
these areas, watch for signage and fencing, and
stay safe on and around the lake.

()0

Learn more at wsask.ca
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BY SGT. DAMIEN GROUCHY

Double-header in this paper

My apologies for missing the paper last week, but hold
on to you hats because this week you're getting a double-
header!

Possible break and enter

On January 4, members received a complaint of a possi-
ble break and enter in Maryfield. Members attended and
concluded that the matter was a matter under the Land-
lord and Tenant Act.

Possible impaired driver

On January 7, members received a complaint of a pos-
sible impaired driver in Wapella. Members attended and
completed patrols but were unable to locate the vehicle.

Theft of fuel in Moosomin

On January 8, members received a theft of fuel com-
plaint. The subject drove off without paying for fuel at a
business in Moosomin. Members obtained the plate and
are looking into the matter.

Two-vehicle collision on Ellice St.

On January 10, members attended a two-vehicle col-
lision on Ellice Street in Moosomin. Fortunately, no one
was injured.

Semi’s load wasn’t secure

On January 10, members received a complaint of a
possible traffic hazard. The complainant reported a semi
transporting a load with loose straps. Members made pa-
trols for the semi but were unable to locate it, no further
calls were received.

Two more collisions

After clearing from the collision, members attended
two more non-serious collisions resulting from the poor
weather conditions.

Cattle trailer fire in RM

On January 11, members received a complaint of a cat-
tle trailer fire in the RM of Moosomin. Members were un-
able to locate the fire but learned the Fire Department had
extinguished it.

Jackknifed semi on Highway 1

On January 11, members attended to a report of a jack-
knifed semi on Highway 1 near the Moosomin East access
road. There were no injuries and the vehicle passengers
were given a ride into Moosomin because of tﬁe extreme
cold

Possibly impaired in Rocanville

On January 12, members received a complaint of a pos-
sible impaired driver in Rocanville. Members were un-
able to intercept the suspect vehicle.

Erratic driver near Wapella

On January 14, members received a complaint of an er-
ratic driver on Highway 1 near Wapella. Members com-
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Serious two-vehicle collisio

On January 10, members responded to a complaint of a serious two-vehicle collision on High-
way 1 at the East access road junction in Moosomin. A semi truck traveling eastbound on High-
way 1 collided with a SUV traveling north from East access road. Moosomin Fire Department
attended and had to remove the SUV door to gain access to the driver. The driver of the SUV
sustained serious injuries and was transported to the hospital. The driving conditions on this day

were extremely poor.

| just wanted to thank Moosomin Fire Department, EMS and the Highway Traffic Enforcement
for responding and assisting with this collision. This could have easily been a fatal collision.

pleted patrols but were unable to locate the vehicle.

Wellbeing check on person
On January 14, members received a complaint to com-
Elete a wellbeing check on a person staying in their ve-
icle. Members spoke with the subject and learned the ve-
hicle had broken down and the person had a place to stay.

Break and enter on Park Ave.

On January 15, members received a complaint of a
break and enter to a business located on Park Avenue
in Moosomin. Moosomin is requesting anyone with in-
formation about this incident to contact the Moosomin
RCMP by calling 306-435-3361. Information can be sub-
mitted anonymously through CrimeStoppers by calling
1-800-222-TIPS (8477) or submitting a tip online at www.
saskcrimestoppers.com

A number of false alarms
Members received a number of business alarm com-
plaints. Members determined the alarms were false.

Stolen black enclosed trailer

On January 15, members received a complaint of stolen
property in Moosomin. The complainant reported their
black enclosed snowmobile trailer had been stolen. Moo-
somin is requesting anyone with information about this
incident to contact the Moosomin RCMP by calling 306-
435-3361. Information can be submitted anonymously
through CrimeStoppers by calling 1-800-222-TIPS (8477)
or submitting a tip online at www.saskcrimestoppers.com

Worried about overdue traveller

On January 15, members received a complaint of an
overdue traveller. While making attempts to locate the
traveler, members were updated by tﬁe complainant.
They had made contact and everything was fine.

Vehicle fire in Moosomin

On January 16, members responded to a complaint of
a vehicle fire in Moosomin. It was later determined the
cause of the fire was due to the block heater.

Domestic dispute at residence

On January 17, members received a complaint of a do-
mestic dispute at a residence located in Moosomin. Mem-
bers attended and were able to de-escalate the matter.
Nothing criminal occurred.

Text was a scam

This past week I received a text message advising I had
money sent to me and I had to text Y to deposit it. This is
a scam, so be aware!

Protect yourself from fraud

Scammers evolve and new frauds and scams are always
appearing. Some safe tips to protect yourself.

* Don't be afraid to say no

* Do your research

* Don't give out personal information

® Beware of upfront fees

* Protect your computer

* Be careful who you share images with

* Protect your online accounts

* Recognize spoofing

For a full list of steps to take in protecting yourself and
to become familiar with past and present frauds/scams
visit the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre website.

End the mental health stigma

As we all work together to end the stigma surrounding
mental illness, now more than ever, every action counts.
Whether you take the time to listen to a loved one, en-
courage a friend to ask for help, or educate yourself about
mental health challenges. Be the solution. Be kind. Edu-
cate yourself. Listen and ask. Talk about it. Let’s change
the way we view mental illness. If you or someone you
know is struggling, Reach out. If you or someone you
know is in crisis or has thoughts of self harm, take action.

e Call 9-1-1

* Go to the nearest hospital or emergency department

e Call Crisis Services Canada at 1-833-456-4566.

Consume illicit drugs safely

Moosomin RCMP is urging the public who consumes
illicit drugs to take special precautions when using:

¢ Never use alone.

*Let someone you trust know of your plans to use.

e Always carry a Naloxone kit. They are available free
of charge at many locations in the province.

Joke of the week!

A man and a giraffe walk into a bar.

After a few drinks the giraffe passes out and falls to the
floor, the man gets up and begins to walk out of the bar.

The bartender yells out to the man “Hey you can’t leave
that lyin’ there!”

The man turns around and: “That’s not a lion, it's a gi-
raffe.”

Have a safe week and take care, from your friendly
Moosomin RCMP.

Connecting communities since 1884!

Reach over 12,000 local readers when you advertise in the
World-Spectator! Call 306-435-2445 to find out more!
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Kellbera’s

HOME FURNISHINGS 346 King Street | Virden, MB 204-748-3331 | www.kullbergs.ca | Find us on Facebook! Cf
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ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE (Manitoba only). Delivery options!
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