Monday, February 13, 2017

BRADLEY'S GM ===«

ELIATHGEY 17 You own ANY YEAR OF:

GMC Acadia, GMC Terrain, GMC Envoy,
GMC Jimmy, Pontiac Torrent, Buick Verano,
Buick Encore, Buick Enclave, Buick LaCrosse,
& FI 'I'E H ONE (1) ACDELCO OIL AND FILTER
CCHANGE AT NO COST!

Buick Regal, Buick Alure, Buick LeSabre,
i
CALL DEALERSHIP 1-800-209-4628 FOR DETAILS

Buick Park Avenue, Buick Terraza,
Buick Rainer, Buick Rendezvous

Volume 133 Number 20

 FISURERS
SKATINE S ¢
dpPcksy~N 7

See our Minor Hockey and Skating section inside this week

THE WO

Moosomin, Saskatchewan

Moosomin Community Theatre  306-435-2616
reauc)) REALD 3D MOVIE!
ROGUFE ONE:
A STAR WARS STORY
Shnwlimt'al:.? p;g .-vll}nms uptlzn at7:30 pm

Saskatchewan'’s first community newspaper ® Published weekly since 1884

Publications Mail Agreement 40011909 I

A hug from

Bear Paws

Chad Solomon com-
bined Aboriginal sto-
rytelling with puppetry
last Thursday during a
presentation at Mac-
Leod Elementary
School in Moosomin.
Solomon  interacted
with the students in
the audience and also
involved students in
playing the roles of
some of the puppet
characters as he told
a traditional Aboriginal
story.

February has been
designated Saskatch-
ewan Aboriginal Sto-
rytelling Month, with
storytelling events
taking place across
the province.

At right: Solomon
with his puppet Bear
Paws gives one of the
students in the audi-
ence a big hug.

Turn to page 10 for
more photos.

2016 Census

Kara Kinna photo

Moosomin leads area in growth

Growth rate of 10.4 per cent highest among communities in SE Sask., SW Man.

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

The 2016 census shows that the town of Moosomin led
the region in population growth between the 2011 and
2016 censuses, with 10.4 per cent population growth. Ac-
cording to the census, Moosomin went from 2,484 resi-
dents in the 2011 census to 2,743 in the 2016 census. Moo-
somin had grown by 8.9 per cent between the 2006 and
2011 censuses.

The increase of 10.4 per cent in the last five years is the
highest for any community in rural Saskatchewan (those
outside the bedroom communities in the Census Metro-
politan areas.)

Rich History - Bright Future)

1-800-880-4533 = 306-435-3313

Redvers and Virden are the two other communities in
the region showing significant growth, with Redvers up
6.9 Eer cent and Virden up 6.7 per cent.

The town of Moosomin’s growth rate recorded in the
census is higher than surrounding communities like
Virden, Esterhazy, Kipling, and Carlyle, and is higher
than cities in the region like Yorkton, Weyburn and Es-
tevan.

For communities around the province of a similar size
to Moosomin, Rosetown grew by 5.8 per cent, growing
from 2,317 to 2,451, Outlook grew by 3.4 per cent, grow-
ing from 2,204 to 2,279, Tisdale grew by 1.7 per cent,

growing from 3,180 people to 3,235, Esterhazy recorded a
growth rate of 1.2 per cent, growing from 2,472 to 2,502,
Assiniboia declined by 1.2 per cent, declining from 2,418
to 2,389, Maple Creek declined by 4.2 per cent, declining
from 2,176 to 2,084, and Canora declined by 8.8 per cent,
declining from 2,219 to 2,024.

While Moosomin itself is growing, some smaller com-
munities and most rural municipalities have seen reduc-
tions in population. According to the census, Whitewood
lost 9.3 per cent of its population between 2011 and 2016,
dropping from 950 to 862 residents.

Continued on page 10 +=
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BY SGT. Scort FEFCHAK, MoosomiN RCMP
It was an eventful week, and what I can report on is as
follows.

THEFT AT LOCAL BUSINESS

A theft was reported at a local business in Moosomin.
The people involved are under the age of 18 so their par-
ents were advised and the situation was dealt with sepa-
rate from the court system.

Frankly speaking, parents can dish out consequences
far more effectively and swiftly than any court system
could and for less taxpayer money to boot. Not that a
boot is a proper method of punishment unless you hap-
pen to be my dad in the 80s.

Anyway, the court system is an option, but not the only
option. Parents are still empowered to dish out punish-
ment and in our house the most effective method is re-
minding the children internet and wifi are a privilege, not
aright. Poor attitude = poor online existence.

SEMI HOGGING PASSING LANE
Report of a semi in the passing lane not letting anyone
pass on Highway 1. We didn’t locate the semi so it’s un-
known why the left lane was more appealing.

GENERAL IMPOLITENESS AND RUDENESS
Information file created as an individual wanted police
to know he and another person were not getting along.
General impoliteness and rudeness was afoot, and while
we still appreciate being in on the private lives of some,
it’s not really anything we get involved with.

U-HAUL STRUCK BY SEMI, BEGINS CHAIN REACTION

A vehicle hauling a UHaul was struck from behind by
a semi. There were minor injuries from glass shattering.
While the Fire Department and EMS were out dealing
with that, another accident occurred due to poor visibil-
ity.

yWhen a semi passing through the scene slowed down,
the rig kicked up a bunch of snow causing whiteout con-
ditions to the veﬁicles behind and two vehicles struck one
another.

There were then yet more accidents at the scene be-
cause of the poor visibility. What a mess.

We had a few more incidents with traffic this week due
to the snowfall. It was a light dusting, which caused de-
creased visibility when travelling behind other vehicles.
When the weather conditions are like that, turn your
lights on so you have taillights as well.

It's as important to be seen as it is to be able to see. Free
tip from us to you.

DIRT SOUGHT ON EX

We had an inquiry at our office from an ex spouse
wanting some background information on their ex. This
is still not something we do so if you're looking for dirt on
someone you feel has maligned you, your best option is
to either hire a private investigator or accept it as a learn-
ing experience and move on. We all took an oath of secre-
cy so unfortunately we will be of no help to you.

HiT AND RUN
We had another Hit and Run that occurred in our area

but wasn’t discovered until the person got back to Wey-
burn. Again, these hit and runs are reallﬁ a downer since
it’s difficult to believe nobody notices when it happens.

SEARCH FOR CHILD AFTER SCHOOL
We had a report of a child who wasn't home from
school at the usual time and a search ensued. The child
was located safe and sound at a friend’s house. Parents,
please make sure you have good communication with the
kids on what to do if a parent is late picking them up or
things don’t go as scheduled some days.

REPORT OF OVERDUE SNOWMOBILER
We had a call about an overdue snowmobiler who
turned up shortl{l after. Remember, buddy system and
communicate with your family so they aren’t worried.

UNFOUNDED REPORT OF PARTY GETTING OUT OF HAND

We had a 911 call from a person at a drinking party who
was concerned things were getting out of hand. We at-
tended and quickly ascertained who the caller was. The
people the caller was worried about didn’t share the con-
cern and the caller wasn't a resident of the house where
the party was.

We asked the homeowner if there was a problem and it
tuned out the only problem was someone calling 911 and
asking police to attend for seemingly no reason. The call-
er was invited to leave the residence if what was going on
wasn’t appealing.

You'd be surprised how often this type of thing hap-
pens. We're happy to report there was absolutely no need
for us to be there, but also kinda sad to report it as well, if
you can dig that?

TICKETS AND WARNINGS
We had some action in the traffic side this week:
2 Warnings for speeding
¢ A Warning for not wearing a seatbelt
* Several Speeding tickets
¢ A Warning for no tail lights
* A Warning for using a phone while driving
¢ A warning for failing to signal a turn

TRAFFIC SERVICES ARE WATCHING
In related news, our traffic services folks have been out
and about. They are using an automated licence plate
reader which automatically runs plates at an incredible
rate. Cst. Wyatt was in the area and within a couple short

Beat the Spring Rush!

Get your interior work done while it's still cold outside.
Drywall = Painting < Linoleum H
Cabinets = Finishing = And More! -
Raul Loyola - 306.434.0217

20:4c

hours the unit had read over 300 licence plates. This de-
vice will automatically alert police if a vehicle is stolen,
unregistered, or if the registered owner is suspended
from driving and runs the plates automatically while the
officer is out looking for seatbelt use, cell phone use, or
other offences. The future is here folks, conduct your-
selves accordingly. There are a few unregistered vehicles
in our area that were observed but not acted on. Check
your insurance folks, we hate having to charge people for
forgetting to renew!

MAKE SURE YOU ARE SEEN!

Remember, when driving conditions are sketchy & vis-
ibility is poor, light up and be seen. If you have visibil-
ity issues, slow the heck down. The cows have been in
remission but you never know when they’re planning a
sneak attack.

See you next week!
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Contact us
We want to hear from you! Email world_spectator@
sasktel.net, call (306) 435-2445, fax (306) 435-3969, or
write to us at Box 250, Moosomin, Sask, SOG 3NO.

Advertising options
In addition to classified and display advertising in the
World-Spectator, we offer display advertising in the re-
gional Plain and Valley, career advertising across Sas-
katchewan, and blanket classified advertising across
Canada.

Printing services
The World-Spectator is your full service printer. From
business cards and brochures to hockey programs, we
can print it all!

Deadlines

The regular deadline is 12 noon Thursday for all materi-
al intended for publication in the World-Spectator issued
on the following Monday. Deadline for display career
advertising and blanket classified advertising is 4 p.m.
Tuesday for the following week's issue. Deadline for the
Plain and Valley is 5 p.m. Wednesday for the following
week’s issue.

We acknowledge the financial support of the Govern-
ment of Canada through the Canada Periodical Fund
(CPP) for our publishing activities.
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Jonathan Nosterud.

BY Kara KinNA

The top prize in the Moosomin Kinsmen
Club’s Lotto 365 went to Clara Szafron
of Moosomin. Clara will receive $1,000 a
week for the next 52 weeks. Winners were
drawn Sunday, Feb. 5 at the Moosomin
Curling Club.

Derek Gray of Moosomin won $12,550 in
the 50/50 draw as part of Lotto 365.

Szafron says she has supported the lot-
tery every year since it started, and was
shocked when she got the call on Feb. 5
telling her she had won the grand prize.

“Pinch me, I still can’t believe. I have
never won anything, so it'’s quite a sur-
prise, but a very good surprise,” said Szaf-
ron.

Szafron says she thought her son-in-law
was playing a joke on her when she got the
call.

“My son-in-law always teases me a lit-
tle bit and it sounded just like him and I
thought it was him playing a trick on me,”
she says. “And finally this guy says “did
you not buy a lottery ticket?” And then I
said yes and thought ‘okay where is this
going to.” It was nice.”

Szafron says she has always been happy
to support Lotto 365.

“Look what it'’s doing for the children.
Somebody has to look out for the school
kids and everything else it is sponsoring,”
she says. “I have no little kids but I have a
bunch of grandchildren and I'm sure they
will be happy with everything it supports.”

Szafron says she plans to share ﬁer win-
nings with her family.

“I have six children, and I'm going to
share it with my kids and buy another tick-
et of course!” she says.

Derek Gray, the 50/50 winner, says it
was his first year buying a ticket.

“It was very, very exciting,” he says. “It
was hard to believe at first. They phoned
and told me I had won the 50/50 and I
didn’t even know how much it was at that
point. I was still in a little bit of disbelief.
They invited me down to the curling rink
to have a picture taken and accept the
cheque, so it started to be a little more like
reality by the time I got there.

“They presented the cheque and took a
few pictures and it started to sink in. It's
still a little difficult to believe but it was

drew Stacey read the name of the grand prize winner after pulling the

ticket from the draw drum.

Clara Szafron of Moosomin is presented with a cheque after win-
! nin IS ! ning the grand prize of $52,000 in the Moosomin Kinsmen’s Lotto 365.
Presenting are Moosomin Kinsmen Club president Andrew Stacey and  From left are Kinsmen Ryan Thorn, Andrew Daniel, Trevor Garrett, Josh
Overand, and president Andrew Stacey presenting the cheque.

Szafron wins Lotto 365 grand prize

very exciting.”

Gray says he doesn’t know what he will
do with the money yet.

“I'd kind of like to hang onto it for a
little while first. I don’t have any specific
plans to spend it on anything in particu-
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FRESH, CLEAN, FUNNY - IMPROV COMEDY ON A MISSION!

lar but I'm sure at some point it’s going to
contribute to some of my car projects and
maybe a trip somewhere for a week or so.
I might be able to justify a new guitar here
or there.”

Continued on Page 5 v
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EDY & DESSERT NIGHT

Wednesday, February 15 at 7 p.m.
Conexus MCC Centre, Moosomin

The Panic Squad has performed across the United States and Canada for hundreds of churches, businesses,
national conferences and top Fortune 500 corporations. They have appeared on CBC, CTV, 100 Huntley Street,

The Miracle Channel, JCTV, CBS and more.

The Panic Squad performs improvised comedy—spontaneous humor that is crafted around audience
participation. It's just like television's “Whose Line Is It Anyway” but totally clean! The Panic Squad proves that

comedy can be clean AND exceptionally funny.

The Panic Squad Improv Comedy combines exceptional comedic talent, a love for entertaining and commitment
to excellence to create a high quality, professional show that will have you buckled over with laughter.
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+ Constipation
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Your Locally Owned Hometown Pharmacy

630 Main St. « Moosomin, SK = 306-435-3345 = moosominpharmasave.com =« Monday - Saturday 9a.m. - 6p.m.
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Gmerek
court dates
set for March

New trial dates have been set for a former Moosomin
resident who had been charged with Theft, Fraud, and
Forgery in 2012.

50-year-old Gregor Gmerek will stand trial in Yorkton
Court of Queen’s Bench from March 13th to the 31st.

The trial was scheduled to begin in November but it
was postponed just before it was set to begin

Gmerek was arrested in December of 2012 for allegedly
defrauding his employer, Prairie Livestock, of a substan-
tial amount of money.

Kirk Sinclair of Prairie Livestock says he is hoping there
is not another postponement and the trial moves ahead
in March.

“It would be nice to have it over and done with,” he
said. “I've found out that our legal system works at a very
slow pace.”
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New name for us...
More options for you.

R&J McKay Agencies Ltd. is now HUB.

We’re committed to our clients and our
community. We are the same people putting

you at the centre of everything we do.

P g PN
R& JMcKay Agencies Ltd.
"Your Protection is our Business"

Personal Insurance ¢ Business Insurance * Employee Benefits ¢ Risk Services

hubinternational.com SSlIII/

C/ANADA

19:2




Monday, February 13, 2017

The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask.

5

Revenue sharing big topic at SUMA convention

Local council members respond to Wall's announcement

BY KARA KINNA

Reduced revenue sharing from the pro-
vincial government was the most weighty
topic at this year’s SUMA (Saskatchewan
Urban Municipalities Association) con-
vention.

The convention was held Feb. 5-8 in
Saskatoon. A number of town councillors
from Moosomin went to the convention,
as well as Rocanville mayor Daryl Fingas.
All of them said the premier’s announce-
ment at SUMA of reduced revenue shar-
ing was the topic that left the biggest im-

act.

“It was when Brad Wall and the cabinet
were there. They were stressing about the
budget and cutbacks on different things.
Everything is on the table for cutbacks.
We will probably be looking at a decrease
in our allocation,” says Moosomin town
councillor Ron Fisk. “It’s just that much
less we have to work with here and we
have to make cutbacks somewhere and
be more efficient.”

“What really stuck out for me was
when we heard Brad Wall speak and he
was telling us that everything is on the
table with regards to budget,” says Moos-
min town councillor Teddi Taylor. “He
couldn’t give us details because the bud-
get isn’t complete. He was being a realist
I guess. He wasn’t promising things he
wasn’t going to be able to deliver.”

“Definitely the largest thing was reve-
nue sharing for sure, because all councils
are going to be doing their budgets and
how much revenue sharing we get from
the provincial government is huge,” says
Moosomin town councillor Murray Gray.
“It was a large topic of conversation,
along with infrastructure.

“It’s a little scary but you can see before
even going with t{ie economy of the pro-
vincial and federal government it's quite
obvious there is not going to be a lot of ex-
tra money around. It’s not a total surprise
by any stretch of the imagination. The

Brad Wall announced at SUMA last week that municipalities would be

receiving less in revenue sharing this year.

deficit is a little bigger than they antici-
pated. Obviously when you don’t have
any money to spend you can’t spend it.”

Moosomin councillor Garry Towler
says he was struck by how up front Brad
Wall was. “He wasn’t trying to hide any-
thing and brought everytﬁing out. He
was very up front that there was going to
have to be cuts,” he says.

“Obviously nobody wants to see the
tax go up and they are talking about put-
ting the provincial tax up. If it takes one
or two per cent because of the lost rev-
enue from the oil and potash to make up
for our services that tEey have in place,
that’s good too.

“The other point he made is that they’ve
also hired 3,000 additional nurses and
more doctors but he said that they had to
seriously look at the administration. The
beds haven't increased but they have in-
creased the administration by around 500

Gray winner of
50/50 lotto prize

w Continued from page 3
“This was my first year
buying tickets for it. My
parents buy tickets every
Kear and my dad was here
elping me rebuild an en-
gine in the garage the day
we bought our tickets . . .
He got ahold of Johnny
Nosterud and he stopped
by the garage and sold
my dad his tickets, and I
thought I'd also like to chip
in and contribute a little bit
whether I win or lose, so I
bought the next ticket after
him and I ended up having
the winning ticket.”
Gray says it felt good to
support the Kinsmen.
“The Kinsmen are a
great group Of people
They have lots of great
causes and all of the ben-
efits of everything they
do are seen locally around
here, so it's something
that’s always good to con-
tribute to. And you have to
appreciate all the time and
effort that group of people
puts in for the community
and surrounding area. It
was nice to contribute.
“It’s pretty good to have
a winning ticket, but I
would have felt good ei-
ther way contributing.”
Proceeds of this year’s
lottery will support Ma-

cLeod Elementary School,
Play Fair Daycare, the
Moosomin Curling Club
and Moosomin Golf Club.

There were also smaller
cash prizes giving out
from the lottery.

Winners of $1,000 each
in Lotto 365 are:

Rick Paull of Elkhorn

Jennifer Werle of Lan-
genburg

Winners of $500 each
are:

Marion Donald of Moo-
somin

Kevin McRae of Ester-

hazy

Danny and Renee Is-
mond of Yorkton

Caroline Tochor of Ester-
hazy

Marilyn Robertson of
Courtenay, B.C.

Tamara Munv of Theo-
dore

Eden Sinclair of Mooso-
min

Barb McGonigal of Moo-
somin

Rolna Pranke of Mooso-
min

Gerald Lorrie Kaban of
Yorkton

SunCountry
HEALTH REGION

in public.

Sun Country Regional Health Authority

WHEN:  Wednesday, February 22, 2017
WHERE: Conference Room I, Tatagwa View

808 Souris Valley Road, Weyburn, Sk.
TIME: 1:30 PM.

+ The Regional Health Authority (SCRHA) is the governing body of
your Health Region, and conducts its regular business meetings

Strategic Planning — Wall Walk at 1:30 p.m.

Individuals or groups of individuals requesting a meeting with

SCRHA must send their request in writing 10 days prior to the

meeting stating the purpose of the meeting and the time required.

Send to Sun Country Regional Health Authority, 808 Souris Valley

Rd., Weyburn, SK, S4H 279 or to Lesley.Chapman@SCHR.sk.ca
The public is welcome to attend and observe.
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20:1c
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Call 306-435-2445

to 600 positions and that has to get looked
at.

“So they are looking at everything. Ev-
eryone is in the same boat right across the
province. They are not just picking on one
community, the rural or the urban, it's
right across the board.”

Rocanville Mayor Daryl Fingas said
revenue sharing and carbon tax were the
two topics that were of interest to him at
the convention.

“Everyone was worried about what the
town will be getting for money this year
seeing that the economy has been on the
downswing,” he says. “They told us it
will be less than last year. That was the
biggest topic. When the premier spoke
the first day he told us their deficit now
is $1.2 billion. Everyone pretty well knew
what he was going to say about that. I
think that was one of the biggest issues
just knowing that the economy is in a

downswing and slowly rebounding back.
We all have got to be in this together I
guess so we will probably take a certain
amount of reduction.”

Fingas says there was also some discus-
sion about finding an alternative to the
carbon tax.

“We are all concerned and we don’t
want the carbon tax. And we're all con-
cerned we should all work together to
find different ways to reduce the car-
bon instead of the tax. There was a lot of
discussion on that and a resolution was
passed so that the towns work together to
come up with different ideas to reduce it
instead of putting a tax on.”

New councillors like Ron Fisk and
Murray Gray also say the convention was
a learning experience.

“There was an awful lot of information
sharing between councillors from other
areas, different things each are doing that
can help the other. And some of the pre-
sentations were quite interesting as well,”
says Fisk.

“For me it was quite a learning curve
having never been there and only been
on council for a few months,” says Gray.
“The other part of it is meeting a lot of
people in similar positions and people
that you can learn from. It was really
good just to be amongst your peers and
others facing the same type of learning
curve as you. And it was good in order
to get to know the other council members
that were there. We got to know each oth-
er a little better too.”

Gray says the convention was larger
than he expected.

“There are 800 people in a room talk-
ing about issues. It's a little bit of an eye
opener,” he says.

“It was a good thing. I can’t wait until
next year. It kind of renews your energy.
I can’t wait to meet next week because I
feel like I did right after the election. It
was just a rejuvenating experience.”

of 2018 rates.

Regina Sessions (Queensbury Centre)

WCB’S RATE MODEL
Changes Coming January 2018

Changes will impact premiums employers pay
In 2018, the WCB will adopt changes to its Rate Model based on
recommendations that came from an external actuary’s review in 2016.

The WCB will be hosting industry-specific sessions in Regina
and Saskatoon from February 27 to March 8. Learn the potential
impact to your industry rate code using current data as an indicator

Have your say February 27 to March 8

This is employers’ opportunity to give input on the transition to
the enhanced Rate Model. (Webinars available for alf sessions.)

Saskatoon Sessions (Prairieland Park)

Registration required. Join via webinar.

DATE  TIME INDUSTRY RATE CODE DATE  TIME INDUSTRY RATE CODE
02/27 8:00am Commodities C12,C32, 03/07 8:00am  Construction B11,B12,
C33,C41, B13,R11
C51 11:00am  Mining D71,D72,
11:00am  Agriculture A11,A21, D73,M31**
A3t 2:00pm  Food M41, M42,
2.00pm _ Service $32, S33 Processing M72
02/28 8:00 am icipaliti G31 03/08 8:00am  Manufacturing M33, M62,
11:00am__Health Care G22 M81, Mo1,
200pm__Automotive _C61, 062 M92, Mo4
03/01 800am Oil & Gas D32, D41, 11:00am  Transportation T42, T51,
D51, D52 T61
11:00am  Government  G51, M31*, 2:00pm  Service S21, 822,
& Crowns U, U3t & Hosp 523
200 pm i G1,G12
03/02 8:30am  Offices S11, 812, M31* Crowns only
S41 M31** Solution potash mining only
Saskatchewan
Register at www.wcbhsask.com Workers’

wcb|i

Compensation
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In our opinio

Regional divisions
will continue to
deepen without

real senate reform

Just when you thought the state of the debate about reforming
Canada’s Senate couldn’t get any sadder, federal Conservative
Party leadership hopeful Kevin O’Leary has floated the idea of
selling Senate seats.

Serious or not, O'Leary’s proposal is in keeping with Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau’s vision of the Senate as little more than
a blue-ribbon advisory panel. Trudeau wants the upper house to
be filled with admirable Canadians who provide friendly, non-
partisan advice to the government. His recent appointments are a
step in this direction.

What O’Leary and Trudeau don’t seem to understand is that
the Senate has a much more important role to play—a role that's
vital to the success of our country.

That role is rooted in two facts.

First, Canada is an enormously diverse country with deep re-
gional differences and powerful regional strengths. The differenc-
es need to be addressed and the strengths need to be harnessed.

There’s much that unites us, but the issues, priorities, needs
and perspectives of Canadians are not uniform. Where we call
home within Canada is one of the reasons for the variation. Place
matters. The world looks different from Whitehorse than from
Winnipeg, from Halifax than from Toronto, from West Vancouver
than from Trois-Rivieres, and so on.

These differences need to be understood, respected and inte-
grated into the whole. To the extent that we do this, Canada is
stronger and richer—economically and culturally.

Unfortunately, the House of Commons and the federal cabi-
net aren’t particularly good at fighting (representing isn’t good
enough) for regional interests. Because Canada’s population is
unevenly distributed, the House is dominated by the heavily-
populated central regions of Canada, with smaller regions some-
times managing to play spoiler when the two big kids don’t get
along.

It’s not designed to be otherwise.

Yes, the prime minister is careful to include MPs from across
the country in the cabinet. But this is largely a symbolic gesture.

And yes, provincial premiers can, and do, stand up for the in-
terests of their constituents. But they can’t actually vote on federal
policy. Premier Brad Wall, for example, can’t lead a vote against
the federal carbon tax he feels would harm the people of Sas-
katchewan.

A democratically-elected—and therefore powerful—Senate
with a seat distribution designed to give an equal voice to the
country’s regions would guarantee that regional majorities in
the House of Commons could not run roughshod over regional
minorities. This doesn’t mean that every part of Canada would
always get its way. But no part could be ignored with impunity.

This brings us to the second fact.

Canada is a liberal democracy and the winner-take-all system
we've come to depend on is, slowly but surely, killing the liberal
principles we should be taking pains to preserve. It's not sup-
posed to be a system in which one party wins the election and
pretty much gets to do what it wants until ousted by another
party, which then does what it wants until booted out, and so on.

In a true liberal democracy, checks and balances prevent this
kind of mob rule. Minorities of all kinds—including territorial-
ly-based ones—are protected. This is why, for example, little old
North Dakota has the same number of seats (two) as California in
the U.S. Senate. Having more people is not the only consideration
in a liberal democracy.

We need to design a Senate that's elected and regionally bal-
anced. Getting this right will not be easy. Nonetheless, it's far
from impossible.

Taking on the challenge of true Senate reform requires a com-
mitment to a much messier political process in Ottawa. A legiti-
mate Senate, actively defending diverse regional interests, would
complicate the passage of legislation. It would require more time,
more compromises, more debate—in short, more politics. There’s
also a real chance it would mean more government rather than
better government.

The risks of meaningful Senate reform are real, whereas turning
the Senate into a handy focus group or honourary council is a safe
option. But liberal democracy and the rich diversity of Canada
will not be preserved through safe options.

This editorial was written by Rob Roach, a senior fellow with the At-
lantic Institute for Market Studies (AIMS.ca).
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Social housing changes will do more
harm than good in the long-term

When the provincial government cancelled the afford-
able housing program on March 1, 2015, it may have
seemed like a good idea to some who believe that only ex-
tremely low-income families and seniors should be using
social housing.

But in the long-term, cancelling the affordable housing
program will likely do more harm than good, not just in
rural communities, but in our cities as well.

First, if you don’t understand how the social housing
program works and how it has changed, here is a quick
breakdown. Local housing authorities, like the ones in
Moosomin, could house people under two programs.
Under the “social housing” program, people are charged
a percentage of their income. That means a low income
person, family or senior pays a low rental rate on the unit
they are in. People in the social housing program must also
have limited assets in order to qualify for social housing. If
their income goes up, so does their rent.

Under the “affordable housing” program—which was
cancelled—local housing authorities could house people
in properties with a set rental rate. Rent was not based on
income at all and anyone could rent an affordable hous-
ing unit. The rental rates for affordable housing units were
based on market rates, thus providing affordable housing
for people with modest incomes or middle incomes. The
thought Erocess behind affordable housing was that af-
fordable housing should always be an available option in
every community.

In'Moosomin, affordable housing units have been rent-
ed by everyone from young working professionals getting
a start in their careers, to new people moving to town who
need a place to settle before eventually purchasing their
own homes, to people like RCMP officers who know they
are only going to be living in the area for a few years. Units
in Moose Mountain Place have hosted medical locums and
other professionals who are here for a set term.

So what has changed?

On March 1, 2015, the provincial government cancelled
the affordable housing program. All affordable housing
units became social housing units. Anyone who chose to
remain in an affordable housing unit would experience
annual rent increases of $100 a month until March 1, 2018
when they will pay the maximum rent for those properties
based on a percentage of their income. In Moosomin, this
means higher than market rent.

The result has been an exodus from the former afford-
able housing units, as most people can rent cheaper on the
private market.

The other change came when the government tightened
up the qualifications for social housing. Income thresh-
olds have been lowered, as have asset thresholds, mean-
ing that a low-income people may no longer qualify for
social housing if they simply own a vehicle, for example,
or experience a wage increase at their job. A low income
senior may no longer qualify for social housing if they sim-
ply have some modest savings banked over their lifetime.

The result has been going from virtually no vacancies
to a 20 per cent vacancy rate in housing authority units in
Moosomin, as many people simply don’t qualify for so-

Kara Kinna

cial housing, or it's too expensive. And we are not the only
community feeling the pain across the province. The fear
is that housing authorities may need to sell off their units
if they continue to sit vacant.

“S0?” you may say. “This is great. It drives people to
the private market and serves only the poorest of the poor,
which was what social housing was meant for regardless.”

But here are a few reasons why I think this will do more
harm than good.

1. If you believe in a hand up over a hand out, social
housing and affordable housing under the old program
was doing just that. A low or moderate income person or
senior could be housed at an affordable rate and actually
improve their life without being forced to find more ex-
pensivde housing right away if their income situation im-

roved.

P 2. It's bad for the economy. As I mentioned before,
the affordable housing program was often used by new
people coming into Moosomin and other communities in
this area. Having an abundance of affordable housing is a
draw for a community. Having a lack of affordable hous-
ing is not. Most communities look to have more housing
and more options for people to live in, not less.

3. It allows for no flexibility. During the economic boom
in Southeast Saskatchewan, housing authority units were
filled to the max due to a shortage of housing everywhere.
If units are sold off and the economy improves and more
housing is needed, the ability to house additional people
will not be there.

4. It could end up being extremely expensive. If units
are sold off, and if a future government decides there is
a need to build more affordable housing units down the
road, those units will be built at a much, much higher price
than the ones that were sold.

5. A segment of society is simply not being served. Life is
expensive, and housing is extremely expensive. You don’t
have to be on social assistance to be struggling. Many
people struggle daily to make ends meet, yet under the
new social housing rules these people either can not afford
social housing or don’t qualify. People with health issues,
social problems, and lower income families and seniors are
some of the people who may be harmed by the govern-
ment’s changes.

It’s hard to understand why the government has chosen
to change the social housing program. Regardless of the
reasons, cancelling the affordable housing program and
changing the qualifications of the social program is a short
sighted solution to social housing. Whatever the govern-
ment hopes to gain from this, it will most certainly lose in
the long term.
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The crowd and the law

In Romania, after five straight nights of mass dem-
onstration in Bucharest’s main square, the government
agreed to withdraw an emergency decree that decrimi-
nalized various abuses of political power (on the grounds
that the jails were too crowded). If you defrauded the
state of less than $47,500, under the new rules, you might
have to pay it back, but you wouldn’t go to jail.

More to the point, those already serving sentences
or facing charges for stealing, say, $47,499 would be re-
leased from jail or see the charges dismissed—including
the leader of the governing Social Democratic Party, Liv-
iu Dragnea, who was convicted of stealing only $27,000.
(That’s not necessarily how much he stole; just how muc