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Four of the ten different burgers that were a part of Sharpe’s Burger Blitz organized around Canadian Ag Day in Moosomin, Rocanville and
Fleming. Above: Nutrien Sportsplex’s the Whiskey Queen and the Witch's Brew Honey Garlic Hawaiian Chicken Burger
Below: Rocanville Golf Clubhouse Elvis! burger and the Cork & Bone Bistro’s Horizon Burger.
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Sharpe’s Burger Blitz a different way
to promote Canadian agriculture products

BY SIERRA D’Souza Burts

Sharpe’s Crop Services’ third annual Burger Blitz pro-
moted Canadian agriculture and moved a lot of burg-
ers—3,668 burgers were sold in the Moosomin, Fleming
and Rocanville area from Feb. 13 to Feb 18, more than
ever before.

Ten local restaurants participated in this year’s Burger
Blitz selling burgers made from only Canadian agricul-
tural products, timing it to coincide with Canadian Ag
Day 2023.

The Burger Blitz also gave Sharpe’s a way to support lo-
cal restaurants while promoting the ingredients used that
come from Canadian agriculture. The number of burgers
sold was up 1,000 from last year.

“We sold 2,600 burgers last year, but we also added two
new restaurants for this year,” said Lori Yeske of Sharpe’s.

“The World-Spectator helped promote it, so everyone
knew about it. That made it a lot easier for us.”

The 10 participating restaurants included the Red Barn,
Cork & Bone, Witch’s Brew, Fleming Windsor Bar & Grill,
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Moosomin Dairy Queen, Nutrien Sportsplex, T]'s Pizza,
The Crate House, Blueberry Kitchen and the Rocanville
Town & Country Golf Clubhouse.

Based on its success from previous years, Sharpe’s
wanted to include more communities for this year’s event.

“The feedback we got from Rocanville was awesome,
they said it was nice to be included in an event in Mooso-
min,” said Carly Miller of Sharpe’s.

“We had a few different places reach out in previous
years who said they wanted to be involved. We thought
we would talk to Rocanville because they’re in the area, to
talk to Maryfield and try to get a few more communities
involved.

“We asked Blueberry Kitchen and Rocanville Golf
Clubhouse and they said yes right away.”

Next year Sharpe’s is hoping to possibly include a busi-
ness in Maryfield.

Last year, Sharpe’s held their Burger Blitz during the
week of family day. This year, they hosted it from Feb. 13
to Feb. 18, making it a six-day burger week.

We have the best
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

Reserve your seed now
to make planting a breeze!

“Every year we try to get some feedback from the res-
taurants and switch it up a little bit for the following
year,” said Miller.

“Canadian Ag Day always falls on the 15th, so that's
why we decided to have it this week at this time, even
though it was the same week as Valentines Day.

“I know last year, businesses felt that because it was
held on the Family Day week, they had less business
because there was lots of people away. That's why we
stayed away from the break week this year because we
thought there was probably lots of people out of town.”

Miller said Sharpe’s Burger Blitz is also a great chance
for the business to connect with the community in Moo-
somin.

“It's great to put on something that gets everyone in-
volved, from people of all ages enjoying the burgers to
businesses coming up with their creations,” she said.

“We are a local business so it is nice to connect with the
other local businesses in town through this event too.”

Continued on page C12 v=
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Figure 2: Hydrological Drought Risk as of October 2022
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Figure 3: Per cent Normal Snowfall
(November 1, 2022 to January 31, 2023}
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Spring runoff potential

Preliminary spring runoff outlook
shows near normal runoff for southeast

Saskatchewan Water Security Agency (WSA) released
the preliminary spring runoff outlook for 2023 as it pre-
pares its initial Spring Runoff Report for March 2023.

The information gathered in this report is based on con-
ditions as they were on February 1, 2023.

The report shows most of southern Saskatchewan with
below normal snowmelt runoff potential.

The central areas, with above normal snowpack, can
expect an above normal snowmelt response; near normal
conditions are currently projected for the far north.

Much of the southern areas of Saskatchewan experi-
enced very dry conditions through the summer and into
fall last year.

The exception is southeast Saskatchewan, where wetter
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fall conditions and near normal snowfall have projected a
near normal snowmelt.

The snowpack is generally above to well above nor-
mal to date in the central areas; however, flooding is not
expected despite the predicted above normal runoff re-
sponse.

The far north, encompassing the areas of Uranium City,
Stony Rapids and Cluff Lake are anticipated to experience
a near normal runoff event.

Runoff potential is determined based on several fac-
tors including the conditions at freeze-up, the snowfall
received to date and potential expected further precipita-
tion between now and spring melt.

The melt rate is expected to have a significant impact on

TRACTORS FOR SALE!
YEAR END DISCOUNTS ON NOW!

SAVE $3,500 ON THE 50HP AND $2,000 ON THE 40HP
40 hp - $36,419

runoff yields across the south.

With depleted subsoil moisture, a slow melt will likely
result in the bulk of the snowpack recharging the soil col-
umn.

A rapid melt is likely needed to result in an improve-
ment to surface water supplies.

The current snowpack is not sufficient to satisfy both.

Without additional snowfall, surface water supply is-
sues are likely to occur in southwestern Saskatchewan in
2023.

The spring runoff outlook could change if there is ad-
ditional snowfall over the coming weeks.

The first spring runoff forecast will be issued in early
March.

*Front Loader + Bucket Included
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3 50 hp - $41,719

75 hp - $53,319

Moose Mountain Leisure Ltd.

All tractors are equipped with a cab (with heat
and AC), Loader, and Bucket. All tractors have an
industry leading 10 year 3500 hour warranty.

Highway #13 < Carlyle, SK

306.453.2928

www.moosemountainleisure.com
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Hailey Olsen heading to youth
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BY Kara KINNA
Sixteen-year-old Hailey
Olson from Maryfield will
be heading to Texas at the
end of June after making
Team Canada to compete
in the American Quarter
Horse Youth World Cup.

Olson is one of 10 youth
from across Canada who
have been chosen for the
team this year as one of the
riders.

“There are 10 kids se-
lected from Canada. There
are five riders and those
are the main people that
show,” says Olson. “Then
there are two alternates
and they're there in case
someone can’t compete for
some reason. Then there
are three that are leader-
ship and development
members, and they are like
the grooms for the horses.

“You have to send in
an application. Then once
your application is in
where you give them all of
the information about your
accomplishments, they let
you know if you’'ve made
the team or not. Luckily I
did make the team and the
team is super nice. They’re
all friendly and we work
well together.”

At the Youth World Cup, Olson will be
competing in events such as Hunter Un-
der Saddle, Equitation, Ranch Riding and
Cutting.

Olson has had a number of accomplish-
ments as a young rider. Olson got involved
in showing in the American Quarter Horse
Western Pleasure All Around circuit when
she was 12 years old. Since then she has
gone to Canadian Nationals four times,
winning six national titles and eight re-
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serve champion titles.

She says making Team Canada for the
Youth World Cup was one of the things on
her list that she was hoping to be able to
do.

“It’s pretty incredible to me and it’s one
of my bucket list items, so it’s pretty amaz-
ing,” she says. “When I started showing in
2018, it was one that I wanted to compete
at, and now to make it is kind of awesome.

“1I think that it will be a step forward. I
think that there might be university scouts

E

Hailey Olson who lives near Maryfield has made the Canadian team for the Ameri-
can Quarter Horse Youth World Cup, and will be heading to Texas at the end of June
to compete with the team.

out there. So that will be amazing. It's go-
ing to be fun because my plan is to go to
university in the United States and that
will help me out.”

Olson says she’d love to get onto one of
the equestrian teams at an American uni-
versity.

The Youth World Cup will be held June
29 to July 8 at Bryan-College Station, Tex-
as. Olson says she will be working with
her team leading up to the event to be
ready for it.

world cup with Team Canada

“We all do Zoom meetings on Google
Classroom. We do the online meetings and
then we're all flying to Toronto because
that’s where our coach and manager are
from,” she says. “Some of the team mem-
bers are also from Ontario. So we're all
flying to Toronto on the March 5 weekend
and we're all getting together to practice,
do team bonding and other activities.

“Mainly you have to practice your rid-
ing and your ability to ride different
horses because when you go down there
ﬁou don’t ride your own horse. You ride a

orse that’s applied to you. So at the open-
in]g1 ceremonies you draw the horse out of
a hat, you ride it for a little bit and then
you show it. So you use all of your abilities
and you have to train for that and riding

different horses—it’s kind of crazy.
Continued on Page C17 v=

Never send your personal, credit card or online
account details though an email, or give them

out over the phone.

Don't overshare on social media. Consider what a
post reveals and make sure you aren’t accidental-
ly broadcasting sensitive information.

Beware of unusual or irregular email requests.
Never click on links or open attachments in un-

solicited emails.

Scammers want you to make a decision in a hur-
ry. If something doesn’t seem right, pause and
investigate. Give your brain a chance to catch up.

Be extra cautious about calls, emails or mail of-
fering instant prizes or awards. They may be an
attempt to obtain your personal details.




C4

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, February 27, 2023

Alanna Koch named Farm and Food Care Champion

Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan announced recently
at the Ag Awareness Summit in Saskatoon that the win-
ner of the 2022 Champion Award is Alanna Koch.

Each year, the Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan Cham-
pion Award recognizes a recipient who has engaged con-
sumers about agriculture and worked to build public
trust in farming and food in our province and beyond.

A long-time agriculture champion and senior govern-
ment executive, Alanna served as Deputy Minister to the
Premier and Cabinet Secretary.

Prior to that, she was the Saskatchewan Deputy Min-
ister of Agriculture for nine years. As one of tﬁe longest
serving Agriculture Deputy Ministers in Saskatchewan
and Canadian history, Alanna worked closely with farm-
ers and industry and her priority was to build and main-
tain public trust in agriculture by focusing on science-
based decision making and communicating the benefits
of modern tools and technology.

Alanna has been involved in the agriculture industry,
both professionally and personally, for most of her life.
Before joining government, she was President of the Ca-
nadian Agri-Food Trade Alliance and was a Director with
Agricore United (a predecessor of Viterra), and Executive
Director of the Western Canadian Wheat Growers Asso-
ciation.

She was on the board of the Saskatchewan Trade and
Export Partnership (STEP) and the Buffalo Plains School
Division.

Alanna’s influence as a mentor was highlighted in 2021
when she was included in the Top 50 in Canadian Agri-
culture.

In 2015, she was recognized by the Regina YWCA with
the Women of Distinction Award for excellence in Leader-
ship and Management.

Alanna Koch

In 2012, Alanna received the Queen Elizabeth II Dia-
mond Jubilee Medal and in 2011, she was inducted into
the Saskatchewan Agricultural Hall of Fame for her out-
standing achievement in the sector. In 2005, her contribu-
tions to the agricultural industry and to her community
were recognized when she received the Saskatchewan
Centennial Medal.

Alanna is a graduate of the Canadian Agriculture Life-
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time Leadership program and an Honorary Life Member
of the Saskatchewan Institute of Agrologists.

She is a member of the Saskatchewan Agriculture Hall
of Fame.

She has a Chartered Director designation from the Di-
rectors College, a program of the Conference Board of
Canada and the Michael D. DeGroote School of Business
at McMaster University.

Alanna and her husband, Gerry Hertz, farm at Eden-
wold. They have two daughters, Shayla and Keisha.

“Saskatchewan is fortunate to have many talented ag-
riculture influencers,” said Joan Heath, who has known
and worked with Koch for several years. “What sets Al-
anna apart is her ability and opportunity to traverse into
the broader community outside of agriculture to advance
agriculture public trust.”

“There are so many who do so much and I'm just so
honoured to be recognized as this year’s Champion,”
Koch said in her acceptance speech.

“What better way to make a difference in the world
than to champion the best people and the best industry?
To be able to share our story of how we farm and why we
need innovation and access to all the tools and technol-
ogy to sustainably feed the world is where so much of
our focus has been the last 10 years, since the very first
Ag Awareness Summit. We have come so far and made
huge progress on getting our message out—and we have
so much more to do.”

“Farm & Food Care Saskatchewan is pleased to recog-
nize Alanna Koch as our champion for 2022,” said Clinton
Monchuk, Executive Director. “She is well-known within
Saskatchewan and around the world as a tireless advo-
cate for agriculture in our province. We're so proud of the
amazing people this award recognizes.”

Redvers

' \ AG & SUPPLY LTD.

306-452-3444
redvers.agricultural@sasktel.net
www.redversag.ca

Your local

Kubota
Dealer

ROCANVILLE, SK
306-645-2112

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

PESTICIDE APPLICATOR PROGRAMS

AGRICULTURE OR INDUSTRIAL APPLICATIONS
WHITEWOOD CAMPUS MARCH 13 - 17

INDUSTRIAL OR LANDSCAPE APPLICATIONS
ESTEVAN CAMPUS MARCH 28 - 30

For more information or to register, visit www.southeastcollege.org or call 1-866-999-
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Contribution from Weston Family Foundation:

U of S soil health project gets $1.4 million

A new project at the University of Sas-
katchewan (USask) has been awarded $1.4
million through the Weston Family Soil
Health Initiative to develop land-based
training workshops for First Nations com-
munities, land managers, and producers
who farm First Nations lands.

The $10 million Weston Family Soil
Health Initiative seeks to expand the
adoption of ecologically based beneficial
management practices (BMPs) including
cover cropping, nutrient management
(4R principles) and crop diversification/
rotation that increase soil organic matter
to improve biodiversity and resiliency on
agricultural lands across Canada.

The project, Indigenous Soil Health
Learning Circles for Resilient Prairie
Agroecosystems, aims to establish a net-
work to share evidence-based, culturally
significant outreach and education to im-
prove prairie soil health, biodiversity, and
soil organic matter for First Nations agro-
ecosystems.

USask soil scientist Dr. Melissa Arcand
(PhD) will be working in partnership with
Mistawasis Néhiyawak, Saskatcﬁewan

Aboriginal Lands Technicians, and the In-
ternational Buffalo Relations Institute.
The Soil Health Learning Circles will
share soil health knowledge from both
an Indigenous and Western science-based

Health

Maximize fertilizer efficiency
Reduce soil compaction

USask soil smentlst Dr Melissa Arcand (PhD) W|II be worklng in part-
nership with Mistawasis Néhiyawak, Saskatchewan Aboriginal Lands
Technicians, and the International Buffalo Relations Institute

perspective with First Nations and farm-
ers who farm First Nations lands across

the Prairies, focusing on the prairie-park-
land region of Saskatchewan, Alberta, and
Manitoba.

“Our project will expand soil science
training beyond the walls of the univer-
sity—alongside teachings of Indigenous

SPRING WHEAT:

FLAX: CDC Rowland
PEAS: CDC Forest

OAC Prudence

SEED
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Enhance germination,
vigour and early growth
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CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS:
(Non GMO, not glyphosate tolerant)

ecological knowledge—onto lands that
are of significance to the First Nations we
are in partnership with,” said Arcand, an
associate professor in the College of Agri-
culture and Bioresources.

Conventional agricultural production is
the main economic land use on First Na-
tions in the Canadian Prairies, most of
which is farmed by non-Indigenous pro-
ducers.

Many First Nations are now actively en-
gaging in agricultural land management
for improved economic outcomes and to
establish stronger connections to Indig-
enous values around ecological steward-
ship and biodiversity.

The Soil Health Learning Circles will
also share outcomes from the Agricul-
tural Climate Solutions Living Lab Project
“Bridge to Land Water Sky” led by Mista-
wasis Néhiyawak in partnership with
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation and other or-
ganizations.

The Indigenous-led living lab, funded
by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada,
aims to see farmers and First Nations
working together to improve agricultural
practices while honouring Indigenous
values, communities, treaties, lands, and
resources.

“I'm excited to exchange soil knowl-
edge with First Nations land managers,
producers, and community members on
their own lands within their communities,
and to continued building of respectful
and reciprocal relahonshlps for the benefit
of the land and soil health,” said Arcand.

OXBOW, SK

FOLIAR
Fertilizer

Correct nutrient deficiencies,
fight stresses and increase yield

Nutrition For Every Stage
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Three keys to venture capital funding success

Farmers are no strangers to borrow-
ing when it comes to financing their farm
business. The game changes, though, if
you're trying to bring an innovation to
market, as it can be a struggle to find lend-
ers who will support the start-up activities
of a newly established business.

One solution is venture capital funding,
a type of private equity financing that in-
vestors provide to start-up companies and
businesses they believe to have long-term
growth potential.

Venture capital funding is an evolving
space and an area that is growing.

Venture capital (VC) typically comes
from organizations with multiple partners
and a sophisticated investment manage-
ment structure, but it can also come from
angel investors—individuals looking to
support innovation opportunities they
find promising. VC funding is still in its
infancy in the agri-business world.

“Venture capital is for early-stage,
high-growth opportunities,” says Dave
Smardon, CEO of Bioenterprise Canada.
“The agri-tech, ag innovation and food
tech innovation space is all very new; it
hasn’t been going on since the 1980s and
90s like high tech or life sciences.”

Business accelerators specifically focus-
ing on agriculture and food technologies—
like Bioenterprise—are a logical place for
entrepreneurs to learn more about venture
capital opportunities. Attending innova-
tion-focused events can also help with
making connections and learning about
how the VC process works.

Successfully accessing VC funds is dif-
ferent from applying for a bank loan,
Smardon notes. It requires a higher degree
of effort and commitment, and the inves-
tor will become a partner in the business.

“This is a challenging, labour-intensive
undertaking, so you need to make sure
you are willing to do what is necessary to
go after that money,” he says. “A VCis like
your marriaie partner, and you'll have
that relationship for a number of years.”

It can take up to a year or more for a
VC fund to commit to an investment. This
means entrepreneurs need to start looking
for money long before they need it — and
according to Smardon, only five percent of
requests are eventually funded.

To support opportunities in the sector,
FCC has set up its own program to invest
in venture capital funds with an agricul-
ture, agri-food or agri-tech focus, with 12
active funds and growing.

“It’s an evolving space and an area that
is growing; a lot of venture capital funds
traditionally weren’t focused on the ag
space, but we're seeing more becoming es-
tablished in the last few years,” explains
Rene Benoit, Director of Venture Capital at
FCC. “We want to be able to provide capi-
tal to funds that invest in the agriculture
ecosystem and help new companies grow
so they can then transition to traditional
bank financing.”

Bethany Deshpande is an entrepreneur
who has successfully raised venture capi-
tal funding, including from two funds
supported by FCC — Ag Capital Canada
and The51. She’s the CEO of SomaDe-

tect, a technology now available in North
America that provides real-time, automat-
ed analysis of milk quality for early detec-
tion of mastitis in dairy cows.

Some early competition wins, particu-
larly the high-profile 43North accelerator,
helped bring SomaDetect to the attention
of venture capital and angel investors,
who have provided much-needed fund-
ing and support.

“We needed time to develop the tech-
nology, which takes multiple millions of
dollars, and as a new business, you don’t
have access to the type of loans you would
need,” Deshpande says, adding a number
of farmers had also come on board as an-
gel investors. “VCs are willing to put their
money behind a dream, and they’re an
important source of capital for entrepre-
neurs.”

Here are three key elements to help se-
cure venture capital funding:

1. Be prepared

The innovation must be proven to work,
and market research must show demand
for it and that people are willing to pay
for it. Entrepreneurs also need a rock-solid
business plan and a good understanding
of how to market.

“The expectation is that you are com-
ing to a VC with a defensible, compelling
and impactful business opportunity that
will generate returns for the investor,”
Smardon says, adding that typically, farm-
ers themselves don't have relationships
with venture capital investors. “You have
to give up your farming career and be-
come a business manager if you want to
be a CEO—you can’t do both.”

'LOGO DESIGN
WE'RE HERE TO HELP!

Spéctator

Moosomin, SK 306-435-2445
ads@world-spectator.cm

2. Build your team

Investors are looking for ventures that
will yield high returns, and they’ll take
their time to do their due diligence. Ensure
you have a strong team that knows what
you're trying to achieve and has the lead-
ership and knowledge to sell that vision.

“Investors invest in the opportunity and
the person or the team, so make sure you

e people you surround yourself with

have the credibility to carry your story,”
advises Smardon.

3. Practice
When preparing a pitch, Deshpande

goes to existing investors and trusted ad-
visors for feedback and tries to anticipate
all the possible questions that could come
her way. And even with extensive prac-
tice, it’s a process that still yields far more
rejections than approvals.

“It can take years to find the right part-
ners, and earlier stage companies wil]%ear
“no” a lot, but “no” isn’t always a bad
thing—it’s important to get it right,” Ben-
oit says.

“It’s important to find people who get
what you are doing; you want investors
who are committed to what you're trying
to achieve and share your vision,” Desh-
pande adds.

buyers in Canada.
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Farmers are partnering with investors to bolster the ag sector

We all know what’s happening to real estate these days.
Everything got more expensive in a hurry, fueled by rock-
bottom interest rates. But farming has also been impacted
by lower interest rates and investors looking for safety
and better yields.

The increase in farmland value in Canada has been
nothing short of spectacular. The value per acre of farm-
land in Canada has skyrocketed by 334 per cent since
2001, but most of the increases have occurred within the
last few years. Since 2016, the increase has been 213 per
cent. According to Statistics Canada, the average acre in
Canada is now worth almost $3,800, compared to $862
back in 2001.

The value of an acre of farmland in Saskatchewan has
increased by 391 per cent since 2001, the highest in the
country. The highest increase since 2016 is in Manitoba,
by 266 per cent. Depending on what is produced, some
farmland valuations have increased more than others due
to various factors such as location, soil quality, and poten-
tial revenues.

The Atlantic region, though, is not seeing much change
compared with other regions. Increases in New Bruns-
wick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island have been
more modest. Farming in the Atlantic region remains af-
fordable compared to other provinces, not due to protec-
tionist policies but more because farming is not as profit-
able and options to market are limited for many farmers.
With lower value increases, building capacity when land
is barely worth more year after year is more challenging.

In contrast, since 2016, the average farm real estate
value in the United States has increased by 27 per cent,
according to the latest report from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. But an acre of farmland on average in the
U.S. is now worth about US$3,800, so Canada has some-
what caught up to the U.S. in recent years.

Farmland values are being pushed higher in Canada by
a series of economic forces. The includes high prices for

Sylvain Charlebois

commodity crops, a robust housing market, an extended
period where interest rates were extremely low until re-
cently, and a profusion of government subsidies support-
ing certain sectors. Compensation, which exceeded $5
billion, linked to trade agreements and given to supply-
managed sectors like dairy, poultry, and eggs, has over-
capitalized many farm operations out there, compelling
many to buy land. That's a problem few are talking about.

In Canada, barely seven per cent of all our land is de-
voted to agriculture. It's not a lot, and that amount of land
where farming occurs is shrinking. In 2011, 166 million
acres of land were devoted to farming to support over
245,000 farms. Today, this amount is about 150 million
acres for about 188,000 farms. Farms are bigger, more re-
sourceful, and more efficient.

Yes, farmland in Canada is getting more expensive, but
farmers in Canada are also making more money. In 2021,
cash receipts exceeded $83 billion, a record, and 2022 is
likely to be another record year. Last year was also a re-
cord year for agri-food exports; if you're a hedge fund or
an investor, these numbers will catch your attention, and
they have. Fewer barriers, including the end of the Wheat
Board’s single desk on wheat and barley, have brought a
slew of new possibilities for the farming community.

As a result, we have seen more farmers renting land in-
stead of owning. Close to 50 per cent of farmers in Canada
now rent land instead of owning. Some may see this as a
threat to normal ways of producing food and supporting

agriculture, but it’s not necessarily a terrible strategy.

In fact, the largest farmland owner in the country is not
even a farmer. Alberta’s own Robert Andjelic has bought
over 225,500 acres of land, a portfolio worth somewhere
between $500 and $700 million. At the root of this inves-
tor’s move into agriculture is the will to produce more
food and address our global food security crunch. Along
with his capital, his team brought knowledge of sound
soil management practices, helping over 250 farmer-
tenants to benefit from such expertise. Andjelic’s job is to
make sure his tenants make money. Otherwise, he’s not
getting paid — simple as that. This new way of thinking
can make Canadian agriculture more profitable.

Canada’s agri-food potential is immense, and farmland
has always been a good investment. A growing number
of groups and investors who understand how to make
capital work are making a difference. The intent of inves-
tors from outside the agriculture sector is to make our ag-
riculture stronger.

Farmers who have been in the system for decades still
have a lot to offer. But producing and investing simul-
taneously is getting harder, which is slowly getting ag-
ricultural pundits to specialize. Capital markets and the
investment community worldwide have changed dra-
matically over the last five years. This is why more than
half of younger farmers in Canada are leasing land now
in order to operate.

The correlation between land prices, rental rates, and
farm revenues is quite strong. All three tend to move syn-
chronously higher over time, according to a report from
Farm Credit Canada last year. With more specialization,
everyone wins. Younger farmers also see value in renting
and partnering with investors. It’s just a different way of
seeing farming.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food ana-
Iytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dal-
housie University.

Wheat Growers wants answers on fertilizer reductions

The Western Canadian Wheat Grow-

Canadian food supply at this time, and

ers expressed dismay at a meeting of the
Commons Standing Committee on Sci-
ence and Research where Canada’s Chief
Science Advisor informed that she had
not been asked, nor had determined, if
mandated fertilizer reductions would im-
pact food production in Canada.

As science advisor, Dr. Mona Nemer’s
mandate is clear. “The Office of the Chief
Science Advisor provides advice on issues
related to science and government poli-
cies that support it. This includes advising

on ways to ensure that scientific knowl-
edge is considered in public policy deci-
sions and that government science is fully
available to the public.”

Speaking to the failure to study the ob-
vious relationship between fertilizer and
food production, Wheat Growers Presi-
dent Gunter Jochum commented, “More
and more government departments are
failing to deliver on their mandates, and
are being ideologically captured. We see
this in Agriculture Canada, and now in
the office of the Chief Science Advisor. At

Water Security Agency in
the field for snow surveys

The Water Security Agency (WSA) is
once again preparing to undertake snow
water equivalent samfling to help create
a complete picture of the spring runoff
potential for Saskatchewan.

“To ensure the province’s water needs
for communities, farmers and ranchers,
industry and recreation users, the Water
Security Agency manages the province’s
water supply year-round,” Minister Re-
sponsible for WSA Jeremy Cockrill said.
“That’s why every February, as part of
our regular monitoring, WSA personnel
gather snowpack data to help fill in oth-
er data gathered from other monitoring
sites.”

WSA staff will be in the field at over a
hundred sites later this month, carrying
out snow surveys to help forecast the

Agriculture
Supplement

runoff potential, providing information
on water supply and flood risks. Much of
Saskatchewan’s runoff comes from snow-
melt, so these surveys are a key piece of
information for forecasters.

WSA staff will collect a column of
snowpack using a graduated tube, weigh
the samples and then calculate the aver-
age snow-to-water equivalency for that
area. Surveys from across the province
contribute to the runoff potential map re-
leased every spring. Gathering and pub-
lishing this information helps municipali-
ties, producers, industry and other users
plan ahead.

This annual process is one of the many
ways WSA manages Saskatchewan’s wa-
ter resources to improve our quality of
life every day.

a time of food insecurity and skyrocket-
ing consumer prices for basic food staples,
to fail to consider the impact on the food
supply of fertilizer reductions is frankly
appalling.  Canadians deserve public
policy that is based on science and com-
mon sense. Neither supports reducing the

that is what mandated fertilizer cuts will
do. For the government not to subject this
policy to scientific analysis says one thing
clearly—they don't care if consumers face
even Kigher prices and more food insecu-
rity.”

[ —

FARMLAND FOR SALE BY TENDER
R.M. of Maryfield #91

3 adjacent quarters near Fleming

SW 27-12-30 W1 Approx. 104 acres cultivated with 88.2 Ibs/acre of fall fertilizer

applied, 15 acres pasture. Yard not included - subject to subdivision of yard-site,

approx. 30 acres.

applied.

SE 27-12-30 W1 Approx. 153 acres cultivated, with 88.2 lbs/acre fall fertilizer

NE 27-12-30 W1 Approx. 104 acres cultivated, with 88.2 Ibs/acre fall fertilizer

applied, 42 acres seeded pastureland with dugout. Includes oil surface lease -
$2,200.00 per year. Some gravel on property.

R.M. of Moosomin #121

2 adjacent quarters near Fleming.
Prefer to sell as a package but will consider all tenders

NW 9-13-30 W1 Approx. 104 acres cultivated, with 88.2 lbs/acre fall fertilizer

applied, 15 acres seeded hayland and 25 acres natural pastureland with dugout.
Some gravel on property. Borrow pit on property.

applied. Borrow pit on property.

SE 9-13-30 W1 Approx. 82 acres cultivated, with 88.2 lbs/acre fall fertilizer

Tenders must be submitted in a sealed envelope marked “Land Tender” on or before
March 15, 2023. Tenders will be opened March 17, 2023.

Bank Draft or certified cheque payable to Osman & Company Law Office for 5% of the
tendered amount MUST accompany the tender.

The successful bidder will have until April 15, 2023, to provide the balance of cash to

complete the purchase(s).

The highest or any tender may not necessarily be accepted as the owner reserves
the right to reject any and all tenders. Deposits will be returned to the unsuccessful

tenders.

TENDERS CAN BE DELIVERED TO:

Osman & Company Law Office - Land Tender, Attn: Erin Bolton
1103 Broadway Avenue, Moosomin, SK
(Monday to Friday, 8-12; 1-4:30)
ORBY MAILTO:

Osman & Company Law Office — Land Tender, Attn: Erin Bolton

Drawer 280, Moosomin, SK SOG 3NO

Contact Murray or Donna Raab if you have any questions via email at
draab112@hotmail.com or by phone 306-435-3026 (H) or 306-435-6597 (C)



C8 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, February 27, 2023

HEADING YOUR WAY IN 2023

New CWRS - AAC Hockley | AAC Hodge VB | CDC Silas | Two-Row Malt Barley - AAC Synergy

¢ High yielding semi-dwarf

¢ Industry-leading standability
* Unsurpassed disease package
¢ Consistent performance

* Wheat midge tolerant

* Higher yielding

¢ Excellent standability

¢ Strong disease package

¢ Certified two-row malt barley
¢ Fastest growing malt acceptance
in Western Canada

* High yield potential
¢ |deally suited to the
Saskatchewan Parkland

about to get bigger and better.

New CWRS Varieties

AAC Hockley | AAC Hodge VB | CDC Silas | SY Manness

Certified Malt & Feed Barley (';\4\ ’

AAC Synergy | SY Sirish | AB Hague | Torbellino S7 FPGenetics
Top Oat Vatieties The Cereal Seed Experts

CDC Arborg | AC Summit
Find your Local Cereal Seed Expert and our 2023 Seed Guide at fpgenetics.ca

FP Genetics is a trademark of FP Genetics Inc ©2023. All rights reserved. CDC Silas & CDC Arborg developed at the Crop Development Centre, University of Saskatchewan.
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USask researchers discover new
antimicrobial resistance gene associated
with livestock disease treatment

Researchers at the University of
Saskatchewan (USask) have discov-
ered how a previously overlooked
gene is involved in antimicrobial
resistance—a growing global issue
that threatens the health and welfare
of both humans and animals.

The gene encodes for an enzyme
named EstT and is capable of “turn-
ing off” or inactivating macrolides, a
class of antibiotic drugs commonly
used to treat disease in cattle and
other livestock.

The researchers’ findings were
published online last week in Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS), a highly cited mul-
tidisciplinary scientific journal.

Tylosin, tilmicosin and tildipiro-
sin are some antibiotics classed as
macrolides. Veterinarians rely on
these drugs to treat illnesses in cattle
such as bovine respiratory disease
and liver abscesses as well as other
diseases in livestock and companion
animals.

With this discovery, veterinarians

the drug will not work because of the
presence of the gene,” said Dr. Poon-
am Dhindwal (PhD) the paper’s lead
author and a post-doctoral fellow at
the Western College of Veterinary Medi-
cine (WCVM).

Antibiotics are becoming less effective
due to the global spread of antimicro-
bial resistance. Based on 2019 estimates,
more than 1.2 million human deaths
were caused by drug-resistant infections.
Antimicrobial resistance genes (ARGs)—
mobile genetic elements that can pass be-
tween micro-organisms—help to acceler-
ate resistance.

The USask research team, led by
WCVM assistant professor Dr. Tony Ru-

L

zzini (PhD) and in collaboration with Dr.
Murray Jelinski (DVM), made the dis-
covery after analyzing bacteria collected
from watering bowls at a western Cana-
dian beef cattle feedlot.

“[Our discovery] adds one more piece
to the puzzle,” said Jelinski, a professor
of large animal clinical sciences and the
Alberta Chair in Beef Cattle Health at the
veterinary college.

Ruzzini said scientists have previously
identified the existence of this gene that’s
commonly found in many animal patho-
gens and their microbiomes, but its pur-
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| S, y terir USask researchers have discovered how an antimicrobial gene inactivates
will know “there’s a possibility that - gptibiotic drugs used to treat bovine respiratory disease and other livestock ill-
nesses.

Christina Weese ph

pose remained a mystery. What the US-
ask research team discovered is that this
gene can break the ring structure of the
antibiotic through hydrolysis (chemical
reaction caused by water).

“If you break the ring or you open the
ring with water, then you disrupt the ac-
tive shape of the antibiotic. So, it no lon-
ger has a high affinity for the target,” said
Ruzzini.

He added that once the gene destroys
the antibiotic’s structure, the drug is no
longer able to work as effectively in treat-
ing an illness: “Inactivation is concern-

DK6010 WTH CAB

CK2610 HST WITH
LOADERS

CX2510 WITH CAB AND
LOADER

CX2510 WITH LOADER

USED CK4010 WITH
LOADER

ing because it reduces the effective
amount of antibiotics that are being
delivered during an infection.”

Ruzzini said his team found the
gene in a cluster with three other
ARGs—the first clue that it could be
involved in antimicrobial resistance.
Once the team identified the gene,
team members worked to clone it and
test it against a panel of many antibi-
otic drugs from different classes.

“This gene, even though we found
it in an environmental organism, it
is also present in pathogens that are
responsible for causing bovine respi-
ratory disease (BRD),” said Ruzzini.
His lab has conducted numerous
studies investigating BRD, which is
commonly known as shipping fever.

The Saskatchewan Health Re-
search Fund, Saskatchewan’s Agri-
culture Development Fund, the Beef
Cattle Research Council, and the Mi-
tacs Globalink Internship program
supported the research.

Jelinski said the team’s work
should be of interest to all research-
ers in both human and animal health
fields who are studying antimicro-
oto  bial resistance.

“Our finding adds to the consider-

able database of ARGs, which can be

crossmatched to a bacteria’s DNA to de-

termine if the bacterium has the potential

to be resistant to a particular antimicro-
bial,” said Jelinski.

Ruzzini added that his research team is
continuing to learn more about how EstT
works.

“As AMR surveillance systems rely
more on molecular tools for detection,
our knowledge of this specific gene and
its integration into those systems will
help to better inform antimicrobial use,”
said Ruzzini.
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Anew certificate program at the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan (USask) will provide
students the opportunity to gain knowl-
edge and develop experiential skills in
precision agriculture by leveraging com-
petencies from their academic discipline.

Students in the new Certificate in Preci-
sion Agriculture will learn how to manage
crops precisely to increase both produc-
tion and sustainability.

This includes knowledge of the technol-
ogies used in precision agriculture (satel-
lite imagery, global positioning and infor-
mation systems, big data, yield mapping,
management zones) to understand what
drives within-field crop yield variability
from year to year.

The new certificate program will be
housed in the College of Agriculture
and Bioresources and will bring together
USask students from AgBio, the College
of Engineering, and the Department of
Computer Science to prepare them to be
leaders in the rapidly evolving area of ag
tech.

“The Certificate in Precision Agriculture
is the third new academic program an-
nounced by the College of Agriculture and
Bioresources in the last year,” said Dr. An-
gela Bedard-Haughn (PhD), dean of the
College of Agriculture and Bioresources.

“Our college is continually growing and
strives to respond to student and com-
munity needs: providing hands-on train-
in, that combines both the how” and the

why” and learning directly from industry-
leading researchers.

“With this new certificate program, we
continue to equip students with the criti-
cal thinking skills they need that will go
beyond when a certain technology may
become obsolete.”

“Many of the world’s leading precision
agriculture companies are based in West-
ern Canada and look to USask to hire our
graduates,” said Dr. Steve Shirtliffe (PhD),
professor in the Department of Plant Sci-
ences at USask.

“By leveraging competencies from their

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

First intake fall 2023:
Precision Agriculture Certificate at U of S

The new Certificate in Precision Agriculture will
bring together USask students from AgBio, Engi-

unique academic discipline (AgBio, engi-
neering, or computer science), students in
the certificate program will be prepared
for a variety of careers with a special fo-
cus on precision agriculture including
agronomists, sales and marketing spe-

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name —
but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over
30 agribusiness locations in Western Canada, including flour and feed
mills, we have the best seed, inputs, marketing and agronomic support

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business Profitable & Healthy.

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT

cialists, programmers and data analysts,
and engineering machinery and control

design.”

USask students can earn the Certificate
in Precision Agriculture concurrently with
a degree program from the College of Ag-

Monday, February 27, 2023

neering and Computer Science to prepare them to be
leaders in the rapidly evolving area of ag tech.

riculture and Bioresources.

students studying computer science or en-
gineering.

The first cohort will begin classes in Sep-
tember 2023.

AAC REDSTAR
EARLY MATURING | HIGH YIELDING

AAC Redstar
SY Torach
AAC Starbuck VB
Bolles
CS Accelerate

MR to FHB

AAC Connect
AAC Churchill
Esma

This certificate is also available to USask

CS Camden

Doug Heaman Brittany Vinck

204- 748 7666

204-851-2049

Virden, MB
www.clearviewacresltd.com
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When and

From transition planning to day-to-day
bill payments, knowing the dollar value of
your assets is a critical part of managing a
farm business.

Values can change drastically over time
and space, however. Regular evaluation of
farm assets and their worth is important

for various best business management
practices.

What constitutes

an asset?

Equipment and vehicles, buildings and
property constitute several key asset cat-
egories.

Mike Bossy, chartered professional ac-
countant with Bossy Nagy Group in Till-
sonburg, Ont., says other examples in-
clude tile drain infrastructure, quota by
farm and type, solar panels and bunk silos.

Do a yearly estimate. It’s part of deter-
mining your net worth.

“A subledger of [all] assets should be
maintained,” Bossy says, adding that as-
set reviews should be conducted yearly.
The need for an appraisal could spur it for
lending purposes or before selling a piece
of mac%linery, for example.

“Do a yearly estimate. It's part of de-
termining your net worth. Changes in net
worth is a measure to determine if you are
moving ahead.”

Assess value

Determining the dollar value of an asset
can take many forms.

Bossy says best management practices
include awareness of local business activ-
ity and transactions, values highlighted
by dealers, suppliers and realtors, and
recent appraisals from or performed for
lenders.

Taking depreciation into account is also
important.

“The difference between the original
cost and accumulated amortization is the
net book value,” Bossy says.

He recommends using a spreadsheet
like Excel or Google Sheets to track mar-
ket value and net worth and the fluctua-
tions.

“The accountant-prepared balance sheet

LAWRENCE HEIN 30

NO JOB IS TOO BIG

OR TOO SMALL
INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED

Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life
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is always at original cost, less amortiza-
tion,” Bossy says, adding that FCC soft-
ware like AgExpert has a function for
tracking estimates of market value.

Make way

for differences

According to Andrea De Groot, FCC
farm business advisor based in Stratford,
Ont., operators should establish a range of
asset values to account for non-linear im-
pacting factors.

“Equipment is one thing; real estate and
capital assets like barns are another. There
can be many differences from building to
building and farm to farm. That can sig-
nificantly impact your net position,” she
says.

“The adage that equipment depreciates
as soon as it’s driven off the lot isn’t neces-
sarily true,” de Groot says.

“Demand and supply chain issues, for
example, can make a difference.”

She points to three important pieces that
go into assessing assets.

1. Analyze the local market

This is a good method of establishing as-
set values by oneself.

Tools and analyses such as the FCC
Farmland Value Report can help.

So can making use of a third party, par-
ticularly if there is more than one person
to whom the assessment applies.

Accountants and other professionals,
she says, make it their business to pay
close attention to dollar values.

2. Know why you want the information

“Understand why you want to get the
update; whenever we talk about any capi-
tal assets, it'’s more than just your cash
flow impact. It’s thinking about how it
comes back to your cost of production. Are
we trying to establish the top dollar? Does
it have to do with farm transition? Is it for
insurance updates, or to determine if they
want to retain ownership of a certain piece
of equipment or asset, or not?”

3. Know who owns what
Knowing who owns the asset in ques-
tion—and in what proportion—is also

& Surrounding Areas!

critical.

Is it owned by the corporation or per-
sonally? The answer affects the tax impli-
cations when a farm asset is personally
owned.

One farm partner may also believe an

asset is an even 50-50 split when things are
different.

“Business changes happen naturally,
but it can get complicated. Until you sell
or upgrade an asset, you must know who
owns it and its structure,” de Groot says.

upfront

Choose any device for SO upfront

with monthly Plus Pricing on a

2-year voice and data plan.

306.452.6309
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27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

AUTHORIZED DEALER

Conditions apply.

6-434-6485

lawrence_hein@hotm

l.com

f;) www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

Full Exterior Renos
Full Interior Renos
Custom Decks
Drywall Painting
Home Maintenance

Siding, Soffit & Fascia

Tile, Laminate, Hardwood
Kitchen Back Splashes
Basement Development
Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!
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Left: Rocanville’s Blueberry Kitchen Blueberry BBQ burger made with local sourced beef and bacon loaded up with fried mushrooms, mozza-
rella and jalapeno jack cheeses and BBQ burger sauce made in house. Right: Cork & Bone Bistro in Moosomin Kimchi Burger made with spicy
burger sauce, American cheese, bacon, kimchi, and coleslaw, all on a potato bun.

Sharpe’s Burger Blitz was a success with 3,668 burgers sold in a week

P
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& Continued from front
How did the idea for

Burger Blitz come about?

Miller said the idea of starting Burger Blitz in Moosomin
to help promote Canadian Ag Day came from a community
doing a similar event.

“We actually got the idea from Winnipeg who ran the
burger week, but we've always wanted to do something
more for Canadian agriculture too,” said Miller.

“We have done lots of stuff at the schools in previous
years, which is also where the idea came from which was
challenging the local businesses to use Canadian products
and maybe create their own feature burger with something
that's truly agricultural.

“We felt that the whole burger encompassed Canadian
agriculture from every aspect.”

Restaurants from the area were happy to be a part
of the event and are looking forward to next year, said
Miller.

“Blueberry Kitchen Rocanville stopped in and told us
she already ria: an idea for next year,” said Miller.

“Also ]armd from the Cork & Bone stopped in and said it
was fantastic, that he loves being a part of it.

“We haven't really had any negative feedback. I think

people are just happy to do it.”

Yeske mentioned that the Crate House and Witch’s Brew
stopped selling burgers by the end of the event due to sell-
ing out.

“Blueberry Kitchen was also telling me that they had
people come from Virden and Esterhazy to buy burgers,”
she said.

“Also one day, they sent out 40 burgers to the mine.”

With Sharpe’s Burger Blitz bringing a lot of business into
town, Miller and Yeske were asked how it feels to be part of
having an impact on the community.

“Its definitely outside of our realm of things,” said Mill-
er.

“I feel like because we're not on Main Street, this helps
Sharpe’s get involved and helps to connect with the com-
munity a little bit more. We connect with our agriculture
area a lot, but not necessarily with people who are in town.
This is great for that.”

Peorple who tried the burgers also got a chance to vote on
their favorite burger, as well fill out a Burger Stamp Card
for a chance to win $500 in a draw from every four burgers
they purchased.

From the week of the event, around 486 people placed
their votes online with the results of Red Barn having the
highest number of votes, and Blueberry Kitchen being a

Left: The Red Barn in Moosomin's burger was the B.A.M. (Bacon, Applewood, Maple)
Burger. Created using in-house made burger, applewood smoked bacon, cheddar cheese,
maple bacon aioli, crispy onions, bbq sauce, pickles, lettuce and tomato.

PARKLAND
COLLEGE

GROW YOUR FUTURE
AT PARKLAND GOLLEGE

Agriculture Sciences Certificate

Certified Crop Advisor
First-Year University Classes

0SB0

parklandcollege.sk.ca
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Left: Moosomin’s DQ Bacon Mushroom Ringer Burger, stacked with layers of 100 per cent real seasoned beef, savory mushroom sauce,
smoked Applewood bacon, and crunchy golden onion rings. Middle: Fleming Windsor Bar & Grill ‘The Windsor Double Smash’ burger. Two

3-0z patties, bacon, cheese, and house made potato sticks!.

ight: The Crate House in Moosomin, the Jack Daniel's Smoked Burger, featuring

a store made smoked burger topped with caramelized onions, bacon, hickory sticks and Monterey Jack cheese.

close second. The other participating restaurants were not
far behind.

Yeske said she was happy to see how many people took
part in placing their votes for their favorite burger.

“That's pretty good, that's the best feedback we’ve had,”
she said.

Sharpe’s staff also took part in trying as many burgers as
they could.

“I got to try seven out of the 10 burgers,” Miller said.

“When we had a work meeting during the week, every-
one ordered something different.

“I think across the board we probably got to every single
restaurant, but maybe just not every single person got to
try every single one.

“I also liked that for us at work it allowed us to get to-
gether every lunch hour and enjoy it as a staff.

“I'hope that other businesses are doing the same thing as
we are because we've had it a couple years now where our
whole company, from Langenburg and all of the people
from Sharpe’s, came together in Moosomin to eat the burg-

ng

“It is a cool way to get together as a group and have
lunch.”

Excited to make

Burger Blitz an annual event

Yeske was asked if she thinks Sharpe’s will continue to
have Burger Blitz as an annual event.

“How can we not?” she said laughing.

“It helps get our name out there too. People usually stop
and ask us too if we're doing burger week again or not, a
lot of people do ask.

“As well, right before we started thinking about t, busi-
nesses were asking if we were going to host it again.”

Based on the feedback they got from restaurants and
people in the community from this year, Miller spoke
about what Sharpe’s plans to do differently for next year’s
event. “Depending on when Canadian Ag Day falls, we'll
see,” said Miller.

Miller said the event really helps spread the message
about how important Canadian agriculture is.

Miarch 25, 2023
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“There's so many different components of Canadian ag-
riculture that all goes into it,” she said.

“That's why we chose the burger because it encompasses
several different sectors, whether it was pork, whether it
was beef, whether it was grain, even lettuce, tomatoes. All
of those different things can be included on a burger so that
was the message we wanted to get out there, that every
component of a lot of these burgers came from agriculture.

“As well, it celebrates Canadian Ag and supports local
businesses. Sharpe’s is a local business too so we want to
tie in the rest of every one in town as well.”

“Also to help give people a boost during the winter time,
because it is pretty quite,” added Yeske.

In this year’s Sharpe’s Burger Blitz, Red Barn sold 654
burgers, Cork & Bone Bistro sold 260 burgers, Witch’s Brew
sold 375 burgers, Fleming Windsor Bar & Grill sold 234
burgers, Moosomin Dairy Queen sold 608 burgers, Nutrien
Sportsplex sold 312 burgers, T|'s Pizza sold 100 cheese-
burger pizzas, The Crate House sold 515 burgers, Blueber-
ry Kitchen sold 415 burgers, and the Rocanville Town &
Country Golf Clubhouse sold 195 burgers.

GET YOURS NOW

N TIME FOR SPRING!

www.universesatellite.com

1-306-645-2669
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL
2023 SALES
ONLINE BIDDING

Check our website often for
updates and more sales!!!

Killarney
Consignment

Killarney, MB

Lee & Shirley
Baerg

Brandon, MB

Chris & Abby
Leeds

Moosomin, SK

Farms
Portage la Prairie, MB

Chuck & Joan
Manns

Firedale, MB
|

Mainelee Farms Ltd.
Rick & Gloria Lee

Pierson, MB

Tibbatts Marshland
Farms Ltd.

Binscarth, MB

George Graham
Seed Farms Ltd.

Foxwarren, MB

Gardiner
Farms Ltd.

Westbourne, MB

Alan & Brenda
Stein

Moosomin, SK

Chewings
Family
Clearwater, MB

Brad & Caroline
Thompson

Miniota, MB

Ken
Fingas

Warren & Kathy

Crops Inc
Stony Mountain, MB

Hamiota, MB

FRASER AUCTION SERVICE LTD.

Brandon, MB Auctioneer: Scott Campbell / Jesse Campbell
204-729-9912 TF: 1-800-483-5856 E: office@fraserauction.com www.fraserauction.com

Licensed and bonded. PL. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.A.A., A.AA., AAC.

P: 204-727-2001 F:
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WGRF completes 12 regional factsheets

WGREF is excited to an-
nounce the completion of
twelve regional factsheets
from the Resilient Rota-
tions project.

The Resilient Rotations
project is part of the Inte-
grated Crop Agronomy
Cluster (ICAC) and is and
evaluating various crop
rotations to help create
more productive, sustain-
able and resilient cropping
systems on the Canadian
Prairies.

The project is led by Dr.
Kui Liu, research scientist
with Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada.

“We are approaching
crop rotation by looking
at a systems approach—

all the elements that im-
pact crop rotation from
soil health, economics and
yield to local growing con-
ditions,” say Liu.

“It's a more holistic way
to look at crop rotation and
one we hope will provide
new insights and options
for farmers in Western
Canada in a more custom-
ized, prescriptive type of
approach.”

The team is evaluating
six different crop rotations
at seven field sites across
the prairies to provide rel-
evant  recommendations
based on local growing
conditions. There are three
sites in Alberta, three in
Saskatchewan and one in

/..-

ALBERTA

Mortharn Prairies

Manitoba.

Data from the four-year
rotations have been evalu-
ated by region based on

Southern Prairies

B Red River
Valley
yield, economics and effi-
cient use of both precipita-
tion and nutrients.
“We have produced

Third consecutive year of record
agricultural exports for Saskatchewan

Saskatchewan’s agricul-
ture industry has posted a
third consecutive year of
record agri-food exports,
with a total value of $18.4
billion for 2022.

The leading agri-food ex-
port commodities in 2022
were canola oil, non-durum
wheat, canola seed, lentils,
durum and dry peas. The
top five international mar-
ket destinations were the
United States, China, Japan,
Mexico and Algeria.

“Saskatchewan’s  agri-
culture industry is a model
for reliability and innova-
tion, as these export fig-
ures show,” Agriculture
Minister David Marit said.
“Saskatchewan producers
continue to make an impact

both inside and beyond our
borders, as a driver of our
provincial economy and
as a worldwide leader in
sustainable agri-food pro-
duction. These numbers
demonstrate our progress
toward the $20 billion agri-
food export target in the
2030 Growth Plan.”

In addition to Saskatche-
wan’s primary production,
higher-value processed
products are a key con-
tributor to the province’s
exports. With canola oil as
Saskatchewan’s top agri-
food export and canola
meal the seventh-leading,
products like these provide
an opportunity to reach the
2030 Growth Plan target
of increasing agriculture

value-added revenue to $10
billion.

Saskatchewan'’s agri-
food exports are the second
highest in Canada, behind
Ontario which exported
$23.8 billion in 2022. In-
creases in agriculture ex-
ports continue to contribute
to Saskatchewan’s strong
economic growth, as mer-
chandise exports saw a
23.8 per cent increase in
December 2022 compared
to December 2021; this was
the second highest increase
among provinces, seasonal-
ly adjusted. Total merchan-
dise exports for 2022 were
valued at more than $52 bil-
lion, an increase of 41.7 per
cent since 2021.

“It is clear that Saskatch-

&{CORR[GRAINSYSTEMSIHAVE
PARTNEREDJTOJPROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINS

TO LARGE
FLAT
BOTTOM
BINS

P

HOPPER

ewan has what the world
needs, and these impres-
sive numbers demonstrate
that,” Trade and Export De-
velopment Minister Jeremy
Harrison said. “Our prod-
ucts have made significant
gains in both traditional
and new markets, which
means  opportunity  for
ﬁreater investment and a
igher quality of life for the
people of our province.”
Saskatchewan’s total ex-
ports have grown by more
than $20 billion since 2012.
The province has estab-
lished trade and invest-
ment offices around the
world which will be key to
continue growing trade by
focusing on strengths and
supporting  Saskatchewan
companies seeking invest-
ment and promoting trade.

save1B &

twelve factsheets with
regional results on how
each of the six rotations
performed based on the
evaluation criteria,” says
Sheri Strydhorst, Principal,
Sheri’'s Ag Consulting Inc.
who helps manage com-
munications and extension
for the Resilient Rotations
project.

“We would also encour-
age growers and agrono-
mists to complete our
survey to help us better
understand what would
encourage the adoption
of more diverse crop rota-
tions. The survey can be ac-
cessed here.”

The factsheets can be
found on the WGRF web-
site wgrf.ca/resilient-rota-
tions-factsheet/

“There are agronomists,
weed scientists, patholo-
gists, economists and soil

health experts involved in
this project,” says Wayne
Thompson, WGRF Execu-
tive Director.

“A testament to the diver-
sity of factors that impact
an effective, sustainable
and productive approach
to crop rotation. WGRF in-
vests in research like the
Resilient Rotations project
with the goal to help farm-
ers make decisions that are
the best fit for their opera-
tion.”

The Resilient Rotations
project is supported by
funding from WGRE, Al-
berta Wheat, Sask Wheat,
Alberta Pulse Growers,
SaskCanola, Manitoba
Crop Alliance, and Agricul-
ture and Agri-Food Canada
through the Canadian Ag-
ricultural ~ Partnership—a
provincial-federal-territori-
al initiative.

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps

fuel our province's growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk,

MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY
Phone: 306-435-4005
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fraserauction.com

For complete details & to sign up for online bidding.

Fraser Auction Service P: 204-727-2001 | TF:1-800-483-5856 | Email: office@fraserauction.com
Like us [Ed Fraser Auction Service Ltd. | Follow us ¥ @fraserauction
Brandon, MB | Auctioneer: Scott Campbell / Jesse Campbell | Licensed and bonded. P.L. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.A.A., A.A.A.,, A.A.C.




Monday, February 27, 2023

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Hailey Olson who lives near Maryfield has made the Canadian team
for the American Quarter Horse Youth World Cup, and will be heading
to Texas at the end of June to compete with the team. She is shown
second from left in the middle row in the Team Canada photo above.

Hailey Olsen
heading to youth
world cup with
Team Canada

w Continued from Page C3

“There are 16 countries competing, and
I don’t know how many each country is
bringing, but they vary from four people
on a team to twelve people on a team.”

The event will also include other activi-
ties for the youth competing, so that they
bond and make friendships.

“The American Quarter Horse Asso-
ciation has reached out to the team and
they’re letting us know that all of the
countries will be combined and there will
be competitions—little fun ones, like art
contests and a lip sync battle and we're
going to go to a street dance. So we're go-
ing to make friendships out of this too,”
says Olson.

Olson is the only member of Team
Canada who was selected from Saskatch-
ewan. The rest of the team is made up of
two members from Nova Scotia, five from
Ontario, one from Alberta and one from
B.C.

She says she has big goals as she con-

IMZ SERVICE GARAGE

tinues to compete in the world of horses.

“I hope that I can still be showing and
maybe training n the future,” she says.
“I hope to be training and to be a world
champion. I want to be a world cham -
on—that’s my one goal. I hope to go to t
world show and win it.”

Olson says she was born into a life of
horses.

“My mom has always been into horses
so I was kind of born into it, but we did
the ranch life more. I got into the Western
showing in 2018,” she says.

What does she love about it so much?

“I think it’s the competitiveness. I think
it’s all of the dynamics that go into it.
There’s so much that you have to do to
be able to show in that show pen. While
you’re in that show pen it looks like you're
doing nothing but slttmg on a horse, but
there’s so much going on with leg pres-
sure, your hands, with the way you're sit-
ting and the way that the horse adjusts to
the way you sit.”

IMZ SERVICE GARAGE.
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Mmoosomin, Sk
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CE 4.2 BW1 WW 68 YW 126 M 26 TM 60
BW 96 « Adj 205 811 » Adj 365 1553 « Top 1% WW, YW & TM

WE STRESS:

« Calving Ease * Maternal Strength * Structural Soundness * Performance

Our goal is Customer Satisfaction
Our yearling bulls are fed a growing ration to insure their
healthy development while maintaining sound feet and legs.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Bulls can be kept until June 1 at no charge

Turnbull’s Full Moon 655F x Plesant Dawn SIDNEY20W
CE9.2 BW.2 WW 55 YW 102 M 22 TM 49
BW 97 « Adj 205 798 « Adj 365 1614 + Heaviest yearling weight

Call today for a catalogue or for more information
View catalogue and videos online at
www.pleasantdawn.com

Sale Manager:

306-584-7937

Helge By 306-536-4261
charolaisbanner@gmail.com
I By Livestock

Trent & Ashley Hatch, Box 132, Oak Lake, MB ROM 1P0
Trent 204-855-3078 Cell 204-721-3078
trent.hatch@gmail.com
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Ottawa tone-deaf to the needs of farmers

Late last year, Ottawa announced that tariff revenues
received from Canadian farmers who bought Russian/
Belarusian fertilizers this year are being sent to Ukraine
to rebuild infrastructure.

Canada was the only G7 country to put tariffs on Rus-
sian and/or Belarusian fertilizer after Russia invaded
Ukraine back in March. Of the $115 million sent to
Ukraine, $34 million were collected from our own farmers
who had bought Russian fertilizer, according to Statistics
Canada.

In haste, Ottawa announced it would compensate farm-
ers, but nothing is official yet.

Tariffs were applied on fertilizers associated with the
Russian regime as part of a series of retaliatory sanctions
against the Putin government. We should all be pleased
that Ukraine will receive this sum from Ottawa. But the
news that $34 million of that money came from our farm-
ers was well received in the farming community.

Back in March of last year, sanctions came so quickly
that farmers couldn’t pivot and buy fertilizers from an-
other source. They were essentially forced to pay tariffs.
It's important to note that nitrogen, phosphorus, and po-
tassium are the “Big 3” primary nutrients in commercial
fertilizers, and farmers will often source all three differ-
ently.

Most of the nitrogen fertilizer in Canada is imported,
and Russia has historically been the cheapest supplier for
our farmers. Phosphate usually comes from the United
States or Morocco. Potassium, derived from potash,
comes from Western Canada. Given the tariffs, nitrogen
will likely be purchased from other sources next year.

Sylvain Charlebois

Some groups, like the Ontario Grain Farmers, are now
asking Ottawa to remove tariffs on fertilizer imports. That
may not be advisable since many farmers have already
started to plan and work around tariffs and avoid Russia
altogether.

So perhaps for next year, tariffs on Russian products
will work. Or will they? Sanctions should be punitive.
But for tariffs on fertilizers, there was no evidence that
Russian companies were impacted at all. In fact, Russia’s
agriculture has barely been affected by the conflict or sub-
sequent sanctions.

Case in point: Russian agriculture experienced one
of its best years overall. Another case in point: Russia is
bound to be the largest wheat exporter in the world for
2022 and 2023. It begs the question if all the sanctions im-
plemented by Western countries have worked.

Over the years, the theory and research on the effective-
ness of economic sanctions have been a mere exercise in
running regressions on a series of random numbers. They
do not shed any light to guide policy making. Most im-
portantly, what has come out of years of research on sanc-
tion effectiveness is that success can only happen when

expectations are modest at best. Sanctions are mainly
about perceptions and, yes, politics. When Ottawa imple-
mented sanctions, it made Canadians feel good about
helping Ukraine, but without having to go to war. That's
what sanctions are for—nothing more, nothing less.

Russia is economically stable, whether we want to be-
lieve this or not. Russia’s food inflation rate reached 20
per cent in April of this year, but since then, the inflation
and food inflation rates have come down dramatically (to
11.1 per cent in November) to almost match those of the
United States (at 10.6 per cent). France, the Netherlands,
the United Kingdom, and Germany all had higher food
inflation rates. All these countries implemented sanctions
against Russia. How ironic.

Ottawa did the right thing in implementing sanctions
against Russia, but some measures were either half-mea-
sures or incredibly short-sighted and did little damage to
Russia.

Sanctions are powerful messages but forcing farmers to
pay more for inputs will not only jeopardize the financial
viability of smaller farms in Canada but could also com-
promise our own food security.

This is what happens when a federal government is
driven by urban politics and is tone-deaf to the issues af-
fecting agriculture. Despite its obsession to make Canadi-
ans feel good about themselves, Ottawa should never do
this on the backs of our own farmers.

Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food ana-
lytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dal-
housie University.

Water Security Agency helping producers plan
sustainable agricultural water management projects

The Water Security Agency (WSA) is offering free
workshops called AgH20nward to introduce farmers and
ranchers to the Agricultural Water Management Strategy
in Saskatchewan. The workshops explore the process and
benefits of obtaining drainage approvals and techniques
to best manage water on their land.

These free half-day workshops are being offered on-
line and in-person until April 2023. Scheduled in-person
workshops will begin in March.

“Often, the biggest challenge is knowing where to
start,” AgH2Onward Coordinator Julie Mackenzie said.
“These workshops will introduce producers to well-de-
signed drainage projects and help them incorporate strat-
egies best suited for their farm or ranch operations and
the regional landscape.”

This is the second consecutive year WSA is hosting
these workshops.

The course covers various tﬁpes of water management
practices such as surface ditches, tile drainage and wet-
land consolidation, completing a network project with
neighbouring landowners, and using a qualified person
to assist landowners through the process.

The Agricultural Water Management Strategy is a
made-in-Saskatchewan approach t%lat supports economic

growth, thriving communities and resilient watersheds. It
was implemented in 2015 to provide support and oppor-
tunities for farmers and ranchers to effectively manage
excess water on agricultural land and safeguard against
downstream flooding, water quality and environmental
impacts.

WE HAVE
YOUR COPY
PAPER!

Cases of 5000 Sheets
Packages of 500 Sheets

306-435-2445

- Spettator
pectator

Producers can learn more and register at agh2onward.
ca. WSA will also host in-person or online workshops for
organizations, groups or communities upon request.

DOUG'S MOBILE SERVICE
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* SAFETY INSPECTION
& REPAIR SHOP
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QR Code

or more information about these workshops, please
contact: Julie Mackenzie, AgH20ward Coordinator, 306-
264-7747 or agh2onward@gmail.com.
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2023 Grains, oilseeds
and pulses sector outlook

FCC Economics helps you make sense of the top eco-
nomic trends and issues likely to affect your operation in
2023. The major trends to monitor for grain, oilseed and
pulse oEerations include:

e Tight global supply /demand balances that may be on
the verge of loosening

* Record-breaking average fertilizer costs

Alarge rebound in ﬁ?‘roductlon from 2021’s drought-im-
pacted harvest best characterizes the Canadian 2022/23
crop marketing year (MY). It was a good year to have
more crop to sell, as commodity prices continued to rise,
and excessively dry conditions plagued several of Can-
ada’s largest competitors. Farm revenues showed steep
gains year-over-year (YoY) , a rise necessary to keep on
top of input prices that seemed to know no limits.

Prices for most principal field crops have already come
down from the highs reached in 2022 but remain well in
excess of their respective 5-year averages (Table 1). Corn
and soybeans are each expected to continue rising from
2021/22 levels in the 2022/23 MY, the only prices to do
s0. All crops except feed barley will see prices rise relative
to year-to-date before falling with the 2023 crop. Despite
the decline, they’ll remain above the most recent five-year
average.

Tabie 1: Prices ($/tonne) to fall Yo throughout 2023 but remain historically high

AR
AVERART

The good news about crop prices is tempered again by
the forecast for high input costs, particularly those for fer-
tilizer and energy. Despite the pressure, margins are ex-
pected to remain well above break-even in 2023. Across
eastern and western Canada, profitability will fall YoY but
will also easily exceed their respective five-year averages.
Assuming a wheat/ canola rotation in the West, 2022’s ex-
pected revenues less total costs stands at $95/ acre, falling
to $50/acre in 2023. Eastern producers (soybeans/corn)
can expect positive margins as high as $100/ acre in 2023,
with 2022 margins expected at $255/acre.

Wheat

According to the USDA, total global wheat supplies
will fall 1% YoY in the 2022/23 marketing year. Global
ending stocks are 3.0% below the previous year’s level,
and U.S. ending stocks are forecast at 18.3% below their
2021-22 ending stocks levels. That's based on no growth
in global and U.S. production.

Canadian wheat production has risen by 47% YoY (and
durum production increased by 79% YoY) to make the
2022/23 crop the third largest on record, with the average
quality for CWRS wheat rated higher than the past five-
year average.

Global market interest in Canadian wheat may rise this
year. Argentinian exports are expected to drop off after
their wheat was hit with excessively dry conditions dur-
ing their growing season. Growth in Canada’s exports to
Asia and South America is expected, while U.S. exports
have been cut due to a strong dollar and limited drought-
impacted supplies. A loonie projected to average US$0.73
in 2023 would help offset discounts in the world market
for the large supply of Russian wheat.

Corn

2022/23 corn production in South America is forecast to
be higher YoY, even as heat and dryness shrink area and
yields in Argentina and Brazil. But global corn produc-
tion overall is projected to be 4.9% lower YoY. The USDA
estimated U.S. production at 349 MMT versus 383 MMT
a year earlier. They also forecast supply falling more
than use, with the season-average corn price expected at
US$6.70 per bushel.

It's a different story in Canada, where 2022/23 corn
production is estimated to be at a new record level and
4% higher YoY and 5% higher than the previous five-year
average. However, even here, we'll see total supply fall
by 14% from the record high seen in 2021-22 as the pace
of corn imports drops sharply YoY. Statistics Canada fore-
casts carry-out stocks to fall 13% from last year’s record
high, although they’ll remain slightly higher than the pre-
vious five-year average.

Seecaor - CUSTOM STAMPS

Stamp Pads & Ink Refills for
Self-Inking Stamps

Available in black, blue or red ink
.50 eacH
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Contact The Wolld I-Spectator for your custom stamp!
Call 306 5 or e-mail world_spectator@sasktel.net

Rubber or Self-Inking Stamps
Corporate Seals
Logo Stamps

Soybeans

The world will see more soybeans in the current MY,
with global ending stocks estimated to increase 5.4% YoY.
The drought that has levelled South American corn pro-
duction has also impacted the region’s soybean produc-
tion, most notably in Argentina. Brazil’s dominance in the
global soybean trade is expected to continue. U.S. pro-
duction is forecast to be 4.2% lower YoY, and their ending
stocks are projected to be nearly 25% lower than last year.

Canadian soybean production is up slightly YoY in the
2022/23 MY. But although carry-out stocks are forecast to
be up 17.8% YoY, they're 22.2% lower than the five-year
average.

Canola

The drought in 2021 was particularly hard on canola.
The world canola stocks-to-use ratio in 2021-22 was the
lowest since 2003-04, while Canada’s ratio was close to
the record low set in 2012-13. The current MY has helped
to regain some stability. Despite unexpected low yields
in Alberta and Manitoba, StatsCan estimates that 2022-23
canola production is 32.1% higher YoY. Not surprisingly,
the total supply is forecast to increase by 22.6%. A larger
supply will lead to stronger exports, and the crushing in-
dustry is expected to function at capacity, given the ro-
bust demand for canola oil. Under this scenario, carry-out
stocks are slated to fall 8.6% YoY.

Lentils and peas

Better growing conditions in western Canada produced
better yields (68% higher YoY) for dry peas in 2022, which
have boosted production by 52% in the 2022/23 MY. Al-
though supplies are still low because of the poor 2021
crop, Canadian YoY supply growth of 35% will support
gains in exports. Strong export demand is expected from
Bangladesh and India. Carry-out stocks should also rise,
pressuring prices which are expected to fall throughout
the MY.

Growth in yields also helped raise lentil production
by 43%, enough to increase supply but only by 24% after
small carry-in stocks from 2021/22. Despite the above-
average quality and lower carry-out stocks, the Canadian
lentil crop will likely record prices on average lower YoY
in the 2022/23 MY.

Trends to monitor in 2023

Are the tight global supply/demand balances about to
loosen?

The January WASDE made clear that the December 1
carryout levels of corn, soybeans and wheat—the world’s
largest traded crops—were lighter than expected. Corn
and wheat were each down 7% year-over-year (YoY), and
soybeans were 4% lower. Before the January WASDE re-
port, the market had expected increased production esti-
mates for all three. The news was bullish.

Figure 1: Crop stocks-16-use ratios show a decline and a possible easing of
pressure beyond 2022/23
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While that has contributed to higher prices early in
2023, the forecast shows some easing of the pressures felt
last year with either a halt or reversal in most stocks-to-

use ratio trends (Figure 1). With favourable yields in 2023,
supplﬁ/demand balances are likely to align more close-
ly to historical trends, which is a big reason underlying
some price declines.

There are caveats on the availability of production,
however. Any resumption of supply cKain disruptions,
especially out of the Black Sea region, threatens this
outlook, as does any further weather-related damage to
South American or European crops. On the other hand,
with global economic growth weakening, demand for
commodities could fall broadly or in key regions, pull-
ing the supply/demand balances higher and pressuring
prices lower. Chinese demand is a wild card as they shift
their COVID policies, and economic activity remains un-
certain.

Inflationary pressures on fertilizer

After three years of severe supply shocks and dramati-
cally rising prices, fertilizer markets remain destabilized.
Prices across Europe will continue to be volatile, limiting
further EU fertilizer production. EU natural gas prices
will set the floor price for global ammonia and other fer-
tilizer products in 2023.

Table 2: Average fertilizer prices ($/tonne) to break last year's record

& 70w

Average Canadian fertilizer prices are set to break last
year’s record-setting increases for all four types (Table 2).
That can be tied directly to low distillate stocks hamper-
ing production. U.S. distillate stocks (for example, diesel
and heating oil) declined in September, October and No-
vember of 2022 to levels not seen since the 1950s, push-
ing diesel prices significantly higher. Global supplies
will likely tighten further
with the EU embargoes on
imports of Russian diesel
stalsting in February 2023. BEI-UW FAcTon

DIRECT PRICING!!

Bottom line

While current prices re-
flect continuing tight sup-
ply/demand balances for
many major crops, prices
received later this year are
forecast lower. That's al-
most certain to happen if
production in 2023 is close
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Saskatchewan’s agricul-
ture industry has posted a
third consecutive year of
record agri-food exports,
with a total value of $18.4
billion for 2022.

The leading agri-food
export commodities in
2022 were canola oil, non-
durum wheat, canola seed,
lentils, durum and dry

eas.

The top five interna-
tional market destinations
were the United States,
China, Japan, Mexico and
Algeria.

“Saskatchewan’s  agri-
culture industry is a model
for reliability and innova-
tion, as these export figures
show,” Agriculture Minis-
ter David Marit said.

“Saskatchewan produc-
ers continue to make an
impact both inside and
beyond our borders, as a
driver of our provincial
economy and as a world-
wide leader in sustain-
able agri-food production.
These numbers demon-
strate our progress toward
the $20 billion agri-food
export target in the 2030
Growth Plan.”

In addition to Saskatche-
wan’s primary production,
higher-value  processed
products are a key con-
tributor to the province’s
exports.

With canola oil as Sas-
katchewan’s top agri-food
export and canola meal the
seventh-] -leading, products
like these provide an op-
portunity to reach the 2030

Premier
advances
Sask’s
relationship
with India

Premier Scott Moe will
lead a trade and investment
mission to India to promote
closer ties between the two
jurisdictions in the areas of
critical mineral and natural
resource development, ag-
riculture, post-secondary
education and sustainabil-
ity.

“Saskatchewan has been
working alongside India
for many years and I'm
proud of the relationships
we've built in that time,”
Moe said. “I'm excited to
share Saskatchewan’s inno-
vative solutions with India
and focus on the trade and
investment opportunities
that exist now and into the
future.”

India is an important
partner for Saskatchewan
and export numbers are
impressive. The province
opened a trade and invest-
ment office in New Delhi
in March 2021 focused on
growing exports, attracting
investment, and strength-
ening relationships with
partners.

In 2022, total exports to
India were valued at $1.4
billion. More than 50 per
cent of lentils imported into
India originate in Saskatch-
ewan—and with a popula-
tion of more than 1.4 billion
people, the opportunity for
growth is considerable.

Growth Plan target of in-
creasing agriculture value-
added revenue to $10 bil-
lion.

Saskatchewan’s  agri-
food exports are the second
highest in Canada, behind
Ontario which exported
$23.8 billion in 2022.

Increases in agriculture
exports continue to con-
tribute to Saskatchewan’s
strong economic growth,

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

For third consecutive year:

Record agri-food exports for Saskatchewan

as merchandise exports
saw a 23.8 per cent increase
in December 2022 com-
pared to December 2021;
this was the second highest
increase among provinces,
seasonally adjusted.

Total merchandise ex-
ports for 2022 were valued
at more than $52 billion,
an increase of 41.7 per cent
since 2021.

“It is clear that Saskatch-

ewan has what the world
needs, and these impres-
sive numbers demonstrate
that,” Trade and Export
Development Minister Jer-
emy Harrison said.

“Our products have
made significant gains in
both traditional and new

markets, which means
opportunity for greater
investment and a higher

quality of life for the peo-

SPRING 2023 EARLY

DELIVERY PROGRAM
JANURRY 15 - APRIL 30

Increase your farm storage and fill up early
to be prepared for seeding season!
Co-op Premium Summer Diesel is
now available for on-farm delivery!
Once again, Borderland Co-op will be offering
delayed billing on Dyed Premium Diesel Fuel.
No payments due untll the end of May 2022.

For all your Farm, Commercial, Bulk Petroleum,
Bulk Oil & Propane needs contact:
306-435-4004 - 306-696-3038

BORDERLAND

Monday, February 27, 2023

ple of our province.”
Saskatchewan'’s total ex-
ports have grown by more
than $20 billion since 2012.
The province has estab-
lished trade and invest-
ment offices around the
world which will be key to
continue growing trade by
focusing on our strengths

and supporting Saskatch-
ewan companies seeking
investment and promoting
trade.

The province said it
looks forward to continu-
ing to expand exports,
opening new markets and
sharing  Saskatchewan’s
story on a global scale.
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Expert Advice,

-> Precision
Farming Displays

Extraordinary Service

Includes phone support for the year (during and af-
ter-business hours), on-farm calls throughout the
growing season, pre-season calibrations/software
upgrades, operator training and in-field tuning of ma-
chinery and technology functions

Jeff Brown e Carlyle, SK ¢ 306-575-9050

DITCH ASSIST

Precisien

—

AGTRO»W

-> Autosteer FIEDEKOP

Systems
-> Application

Control Systems m,,,[’.alusin T e i
- And more! EI YCapstan Al

Trimble GFX-1060 & 1260
displays now in stock at
introductory pricing. Trimble
GFX trade-up promo now
active until end of March
with discounts of up to
$6000 off on GFX Autopilot
systems

& Trimble.

Contact Matt or Jeff at

WWww.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

o‘“mm?'o
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Global Institute for Food Security at USask attracts top talent

In an increasingly com-
petitive market for bio-
manufacturing talent, the
Global Institute for Food
Security (GIFS) at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan
(USask) has attracted top
science and business pro-
fessionals to lead its ex-
pandinﬁ engineering biol-
ogy technology platform.

IFS has announced
two new members who
will lead the innovative
engineering biology plat-
form: Dr. Megha Bajaj
(PhD) will lead the plat-
form’s business unit; and
Dr. Ben Scott (PhD) will
build the science team and
develop the platform’s
technological capabilities.

Bajaj joins GIFS as the
engineering biology busi-
ness lead. She recently
worked at Innovate Cal-
gary, the technology
transfer office and busi-
ness incubator of the Uni-
versity of Calgary. She
holds a PhD in cell and
molecular biology from
the University of Alberta
and brings extensive ex-
perience building intellec-
tual property strategy and
the commercialization of
new technologies.

“I look forward to con-
tributing to the growth of
this one-of-a-kind technol-
ogy platform, and helping
our clients rapidly scale
the discovery, develop-
ment and delivery of more
nutritious and sustainable
crops and food products,”
said Bajaj.

Scott comes to GIFS
from the Concordia Uni-
versity Genome Foundry
and is founder and presi-
dent of SynBio Canada,
a national not-for-profit
working to promote syn-
theticbiology training and
research. He joins GIFS as
the engineering biology
platform lead and will be
responsible for growing
and developing the ex-
clusively agriculture and
agri-food focused engi-
neering biology capacity
at the institute.

“GIFS has a growing
reputation for deliver-
ing world-class research
services, such as data
management and analy-
sis, gene sequencing, and
plant resilience. I look for-
ward to helping expand
GIFS technology and tal-
ents to grow Canada’s
engineering biology capa-
bilities,” said Scott.

Engineering biology

Did you
know?

We sell self-inking
& rubber stamps!

-

306-435-2445

714 MAIN STREET
MOOSOMIN, SK

combines automation, bi-
ology and computational
tools to significantly ac-
celerate the design, build,
test, and learn cycle to
decrease the amount of
time it takes to discover
and develop innovations
using biological applica-
tions.

This distinctive blend
of technologies is helping
fuel the estimated $4 tril-
lion global biomanufac-
turing industry, which,
alongside a wide variety
of health, materials, con-
sumer goods, and energy
related improvements,
has the potential to aid
the production of crop
health  products, help
make plants more nutri-
tious and resilient to biotic
and abiotic stress, provide
new ways of processing
and preserving food, and
create entirely new foods.

The agri-food and agri-
culture-focused platform
at GIFS is part of Canada’s

Dr. Megha Bajaj (PhD) and Dr. Ben Scott (PhD) will lead the innova-

tive GIFS engineering biology platform.

growing biomanufactur-
ing capacity, which has at-

tracted talent from around  government and industry

the world and significant

FARM HARD REWARDS

Offer February 1, 2023, through April 30, 2023.

SAVE INSTANTLY WHEN
YOU BUY TWO OR MORE
FIRESTONE AG TIRES

$100 OFF

on all eligible
non-AD2 radial tires.

_/

$200 OFF

on all eligible
AD2 radial tires.

investment.

The combination of
these technologies and the
institute’s agri-food and
agriculture focus is one-
of-a-kind in Canada, and
means GIFS is well-placed
to play a critical role in the
country’s ability to con-
tinue to lead the world
in sustainable agriculture
and global food security.

“We are thrilled to have
these two talented leaders
join GIFS,” said Dr. Steven
Webb (PhD), chief execu-
tive officer at GIFS.

“Our engineering biol-
ogy platform makes Sas-
katchewan the focal point
in Canada for this type of
agri-food and agriculture
innovation, growing the
Erovmce s profile as the

ub for delivering bio-
manufacturing services to
support the agri-food and
biotechnology sectors.
The experience and tal-
ent Megha and Ben bring
to GIFS will help develop
this capability.”

Firestone

1004 North Front St - Moosomin, SK

penzay 306-435-2949
TIRE

CONSUMER: Get $100 off all eligible non-AD2 radial tires; or $200 off eligible AD2 Radial Tires excluding Performer EVO, Destination Farm, and Destination Turf when you purchase
2 eligible tires from a certified Firestone Ag tire dealer and present a coupon code. Discount given at the time of purchase and is on pre-tax amount. Maximum savings of $3,200 per
customer. Installation costs extra. U.S. and Canada only. Valid 2/1/2023 to 4/30/2023. No cash value. Not combinable with other offers. Coupon void where prohibited or if altered,
transferred, defective or sold. Not valid on prior purchases, returns, exchanges, outstanding debt, rain checks, commercial fleet purchases, group purchases, adjustments, or
warranty claims. Not available to distributors, dealers, resellers, or retailers of Firestone products. Fraudulent or illegal requests will be voided. Other restrictions, fees, and taxes may
apply. See certified Firestone Ag tire dealer or visit FirestoneAg.com for offer details and a complete list of eligible tires. While supplies last. For nearest certified Firestone Ag tire
dealer, visit FirestoneAg.com. Bridgestone may cancel promotion at any time.
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Producmg more potash
in Canadais better. for

the world—and you.

V Morejobs TS

Yet, one-sided Canada
J Billions of dollars for only extra costs are
four economy . s .
5 © makingitincreasingly
difficult to compete

with our global rivals.
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—> Learnmore attimetodigdeeper.com
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“If you are a grain farmer, that picture saysitall ...”

As I was scrolling through my FB feed earlier today,
I came across one of those “I have been chosen to post
a ‘finding joy in life challenge’ photo, no explanation,”
posts and there it was—a night-time picture of a semi
unloading grain at a bin on a Saskatchewan farm along-
side a tractor, lights on, ﬁowering the auger that took
the grain from the beneath the trailer up into the bin.

If you are a grain farmer, that picture just says it all—
long days and longer nights in the effort to bring in the
fruits of our labour all while (hopefully) staying one
step ahead of the weather. Working day after day until
the only word left is this: “done!”

Talk about a feeling of nostalgia as I began to write
this column, so thanks for your post MK! Because of all
the steps and the challenges every one of us as grain
farmers goes through to get to the ‘end” which really
isn’t an ending but rather a moment to regroup before
carrying on with life down on the farm, I am reminded
of a time when ‘the end” was near and I was at my wit’s
end shall we say.

Many years ago, literally 35 plus or so, when my kids
were little, our farm family which included my parents-
in-law, my hubby, hubby’s baby bro (but old enough to
drive lol) and our hired hand had reached the end of a
long drawn-out harvest.

We were down to the last couple of fields but we had
reached those short October days—you know those
days when nights come way too quickly and the mois-
ture means you can no longer keep the combines growl-
ing along?

This was, quite possibly, the last day, the last night of
harvest and the last night of meals in the field.

My mother-in-law had made a crock pot of soup and
I told her I would go along with her, or rather she could
come along with me and we would head out to the field
in our old three-speed half ton, the one without power
s’teerinl%l and not quite enough room for the five of us, let
alone the required three car seats.

We piled in, leaving the farmyard later than we should
have knowing darkness would come all too soon and
made our way some 20 miles and three creeks away,
down grid roads and prairie trails.

Grandma struggled to keep the soup steady between
her feet while holding a toddler; I struggled to steer that
miserable truck to the right going down the hill and left
back up the hill as I changed gears repeatedly in the pro-
cess, knocking the littlest one in the head every time or
so it seemed.

By creek #3, I was getting frustrated and the baby was

The Ligh‘ier_ S‘itje of
] TE...

DOWN ON THE FARM
M‘_

dl_beutler@yahoo.ca

now asleep which only made her harder to hang on to.

Atlast, though now dark, we arrived and I pulled into
the field. We had arrived!

As I swung the truck to the left and then to the right, I
had this sinking feeling— there were no combine lights,
no grain truck lights, no nothing.

Just blackness. I looked at my mother in law and said,
“They finished already and took the south way home to
avoid the creeks, didn’t they?”

And indeed they had. We worked our way back
through the creeks (fortunately the water levels were
low at that time of year) and prairie trails, no power
steering, constantly changing gears and now all three
kids were sleeping and bouncing around in that old
rough half-ton.

Did we take the south, but longer, creek-free way? Oh
no, we took the north, but shorter way of course. And
there on the last twenty acres of crop were my guys —
right across from my house where we had left from a
mere hour before.

We pulled up to where my brother-in-law sat in the
grain truck and asked him if he was ready for supper.

“Nope,” he said, “the guys are finishing up here and
we need to go out to the field we were on before this
and bring dad’s half-ton home. We can eat at the house
after.”

And in he hopped behind the wheel, pushing me to
center seat as the six of us in a truck meant-for-three be-
gan the trek back, the same way we had just gone.

By now, Grandma had two sleepy kids sitting on her
knee but her feet never left that crock pot of soup! The
soup was cold of course by the time we actually got
around to feeding everyone, but hey, we were DONE

T

and done has the power to obliterate the memory of any
prior (and in hindsight in this case, minor) challenges
we have faced.

This past month I have had the opportunity to spend
some time away from home and away from all tﬁ)ings
‘farm.’

Also, away from the cold and the snow—the part of
home I don’t miss. To the land of cacti I hear from the
grands now and then (though the twins haven’t kept
me updated on calving numbers).

Some of the kids are competing in skating and hock-
ey and curling and are mastering their gymnastic and
dance skills and we can cheer from afar. I have sent
them pics of “our desert view” complete with cattle,
horses, coyotes, rabbits, quail, doves and other birds
that call the desert their home and I have told the twins
that Grandpa feels quite at home in his desert home
because there are cattle to check right out back of our
place, though he wonders how many cattle a person can
run on a section of rather barren desert.

During my time in the Mesa area,  have never been so
aware of how deeply imbedded farm-life is within me.

Cacti-laden sunsets are indeed beautiful but not long
after arriving at our beside-the-desert home outside of
Mesa, we were ready to leave the city behind and do
some day-tripping through nearby ‘farmland’—not the
endless stretch of Saskatchewan prairies we call home,
but rather bits and parcels of land where cotton fields
lay, interspersed with irrigated alfalfa fields, orange
groves and Walmarts.

Well perhaps, that's not quite accurate, but in the
Pheonix area, you can very quickly be in ‘farm’ coun-
try and then hit miles of suburbs, box stores and multi-
acres of RV resorts.

It's been nothing but a delight to see other parts of
the continent on our trip south — the Dakota and Kan-
sas plains, the red rocks of Sedona; the artsy ‘old-town’
streets of places like Cottonwood; the mountains and
valleys of Pine and Payson, but in the words of our Sas-
katchewan neighbour down here in Gold Canyon on a
beautiful Arizona night as we watched the sun set over
the cactuses behind our temporary home, “There’s truly
nothing anywhere that can match a Saskatchewan sun-
set.”

And I could not agree more! And as I close off, I know
I am not the only one who appreciates the beauty of
places other than home, but one thing I know — we live
on the most amazing and beautiful prairies of Saskatch-
ewan, Canada and you just can’t beat that!

Oomecel@émmeeQOMW

MOOSE MOUNTAIN

AG DAY

M

Local businesses and organizations will once again
be supporting the event through our tradeshow
booths.

Throughout the past two decades the Moose
Mountain Ag Day has brought together speakers
presenting on a wide range of agricultural topics. To
celebrate the 20th anniversary the event will take
part over the early evening and include a wonderful
catered meal.

We are excited to announce this year’s speakers will
include:

m Opening remarks from Daryl Harrison, MLA for
Cannington.

m Llana Shaw, Research Manager with the
Southeast Research Farm, will talk about the
many beneficial research projects they are
undertaking this year.

m Our keynote speaker is Paul Martin with
Martin Charlton Communications. Paul is a
widely recognized business spokesperson
who will be presenting on the agricultural
sector. Paul always brings with him an ability
to inform his audience through a review of the
past few years and what opportunities may lie
ahead.

~ MARCH 24,2023

Frainie Place — Ancola, SK

Doors & Tradeshow Open at 4:30 p.m.
Opening Remarks/Presentations begin at 5:15 p.m.

TICKETS:

325

Includes catered meal prepared by Weir’s Catering

Register by Phone: 306-848-2857

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: 5 P.M. ON MARCH 10, 2023
Tickets must be purchased in advance to secure your meal & seat

AW

4:30 pm  Doors Open & 6:30 pm  Supper
Tradeshow Begins Catered by Weir’s Catering
5:00 pm  Cash Bar Opens 7:00 pm  Showing of CCA's
515 pm  Opening Remarks Guardian of the Grasslands
Daryl Harrison, MLA Cannington  7:30 pm Paul Martin
5:30 pm  Lana Shaw Martin Charlton

Southeast Research Farm

Communications

8:45 pm  Tradeshow/Event closes
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B ' For one day everyone will get their
' - FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES,
DA g —-— AND MATTRESS SETS l
Io SALE & FREE.

excluding appliances & electronics
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23%° - MONDAY, MARCH 6™, 2023

Due to the nature of this sale, we feel a brief explanation is essential. At closing on Monday, March 6,
2023 we will tally the 10 days of sales on all furniture, accessories and mattresses, exduding applianc-
es and electronics, and divide by 10 to get the average daily sales. The day which is the closest to this
daily average, without going over it, will be the day for which all purchasers will receive their purchase -
amount back, taxes excluded. In the case of credit card purchases, we will issue a credit immediately. Save blg time for 9 duys,

We are tremendously overstocked right now. We must reduce our inventory. To ensure we do, we will SHOP FREE

-

even give it away for one day!
g y y for one day!
s ALE 1. All sales must be paid in full or approved financing. 4. Al qualifying purchasers of furniture, accessories, and and free day.
2. Credit cards accepted. matiresses, on free day will be nofified and receive their 6. All taxes excluded in fallies and refunds.
Rut!s e 3 Sulestarts Thursday, February 23rd and ends full refund excluding taxes 7. No returns or substitutions for these 10 sale days.
Monday, March 6th 2023. 5. Commercial sales, appliances and electronics excluded in tallies 8. All sales are final for these 10 sale days.

10 DAY SALE QUALIFYING PURCHASES:

FURNITURE, ACCESSORIES, AND MATTRESSES

SOLID WOOD QUEEN BED HEADBOARD, STATIONARY FABRIC LOVE SEAT QUEEN SIZE MATTRESS 5 PIECE APARTMENT SIZE DINING SET
FOOT BOARD & RAILS : “Jilj ONE ONLY 7oo POCKET COILS —
VARIETY OF STAIN COLORS & STYLES. WA $1669.99 - BY SERTA WAS $1049.99 -
MADE IN CANADA = NOW 5969-00 WAS $899.99 - g NOW $749.00
. or NoOwW $549 00 ]_ . or

IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!! | IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!! || IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!!

WALL HUGGER STATIONARY SOFA GREY LEATHER

COMPUTER DESK WITH STORAGE

o RECLINER MATCH
WAS $1699.99 - NOW $1149.00 WAS $629.99 - IN GREY FABRIC _ ONE ONLY
NOW $449.00
or 5 WAS $899.99 - / J WAS $2399.99 -
IT COULD BE YOURS or NOW $599.00 NOW $1499.00
or or
FOR FREE!! IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE'! || IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!! || IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE'!

SOLID WOOD SIDE SERVER WITH MANUAL RE(lINER WITH HEAT & STATIONARY SOFA IN GREY FABRIC STATIONARY LOVE SEAT IN GREY

_ STORAGE MESSAGE FUNCTIONS MADE IN CANADA LEATHER MATCH
i ONE ONLY ONE ONLY ONE ONLY o ONE ONLY
A WAS $1599.99 - WAS $1279.99 - WAS $1769.99 - WAS $2249.99 -
NOW $949.00 NOW $899.00 NOW $1099.00 NOW $1399.00
or or or or

IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!! IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!! || IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!! (| IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!!

5 PIECE DINING SET BY AMSICO 5 PIECE DINING SET TABLE WITH MAT(HING STATIONARY SOFA QUEEN SIZE UPHOLSTERED BED
- MADE IN CANADA. JUSTABLE =2 IN GREY FABRIC 1z ADBOARD,
- L STURDY METAL | lEAF & 4 CHAIRS | MADE IN CANADA FOOT BOARD &
WELL BUILT gy | WAS $3049.99 ONE ONLY RAILS
ﬂﬁﬁ?&%&? o " NOW $2199.00 | Wass1719.99 - WAS $1699.99 -
or - or Now SJP“‘OO NoOwW $I 399 00
IT COULD BE YOURS FOR FREE!!
IT COULD BE IT COULD BE IT COULD BE
BRANDSOURCE YOURS YOURS YOURS
FOR FREE!! FOR FREE!! FOR FREE!"!

Kullberg's
HOME FURNISHINGS
LAYAWAY ‘$ . FINANCING AVAILABLE BY TEXTING
OPTIONS Fairstone i move

ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE

346 King Street | Virden, MB 204-748-3331 | www.kullbergs.ca | Find us on Facebook! ¥

FREE within 200km Ask about our
from Brandon, MB Saskatchewan

DEI.IVERY (Manitoba only).  Delivery options!

21:1:C





