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WHEAT: Redberry, Brandon, Elie, Alida, Torach
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FABABEANS: Snowbird
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First Choice Mobile Wash
SERVING MOOSOMIN & SURROUNDING AREA SINCE 2015

We provide washing/detailing of:  
Industrial, Commercial,  

Residential  
& Agriculture Equipment 

For more information call  

306-434-7096
24:2eowc

FCC receives $5 billion
enhancement to lending program

ROB PAUL
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Last week Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced $5 
billion in credit for the agriculture industry in Canada to 
help during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Marie-Claude 
Bibeau announced that Farm Credit Canada (FCC) re-
ceived the $5 billion enhancement to their lending pro-
gram.

FCC is a Crown corporation with a loan portfolio of 
over $38 billion to help producers with their operations 
and they own around 30 per cent of the agriculture and 
food lending market in Canada.

“Farmers and producers work hard to put food on 
tables across our country, and they should not have to 
worry about being able to afford their loan payments or 
having enough money to support their own families,” 
said Trudeau. 

to meet the challenges ahead.”
With COVID-19 impacting all of Canada, Minister Bi-

beau said the agriculture industry is more important than 
ever.

“Like many Canadians, I am truly grateful for our 
farmers and food business owners and employees, who 
continue working hard so we all have quality food on our 
grocery store shelves and kitchen tables,” said Bibeau.

“Their continued work is essential to our plan to man-
age COVID-19.”

“The measures announced today will provide farmers 
-

times,” said Bibeau.
FCC said they are here to help farmers get through an 

unprecedented time while dealing with COVID-19.
“If you are a producer concerned about having the cash 

-

downturn, FCC is here to support you in these uncertain 
economic times,” said FCC President and CEO Michael 
Hoffort. 

“It’s in times like these that we are reminded how im-
portant Canadian producers and food processors are to 
our nation and to feeding the world.”

FCC says they have the support and will work with 

need during the COVID-19 crisis.
“Supporting the industry will also take strong collabo-

-
nancial institutions,” said Hoffort. 

“FCC has served as a strong and stable industry pres-
ence for more than 60 years, and this current situation is 
no different,” said Hoffort. “We will be working in part-

-
tions needed by the agriculture and food industry to take 
on challenges ahead.”

may be a combination of options considered,” said Hof-
fort. “The bottom line is that FCC is being supported by 
our shareholder to play a bigger role in supporting the 
success of the Canadian agriculture and food industry 
across Canada.” 

“The sooner we can discuss potential challenges, the 
more options we have.”

that offer the best chance for recovery going forward so 
the industry emerges stronger. 

Program details from FCC:
• A deferral of principal and interest payments up to 

• A deferral of principal payments up to 12 months
• Access to an additional credit line up to $500,000, 

secured by general security agreements or univer-
sal movable hypothetic (Quebec only)

• -
nancial pressures to contact them sooner rather 
than later because a combination of options will 
need to be considered.

• Business applying for FCC lending products will 
be subject to normal lending due diligence, which 
considers business viability, credit history, and 

With the uncertainty around COVID-19 for the agri-
culture industry, FCC says they want to be there to help 
those who need it through this situation.

“FCC is committed to the long-term success of the Ca-
nadian agriculture industry,” said FCC Senior Consul-
tant, Media Relations Trevor Sutter. “FCC helps custom-
ers succeed through every business cycle and responds 

being faced.”
Continued on Page C8 

Tim Hamilton: 306.577.9059, bthamilton@sasktel.net
Ritchie Bros. Territory Managers –  
Kevin Ortt: 306.451.7388  800.491.4494 
Tyler Doepker: 306.630.5171  800.491.4494

rbauction.com

AUCTION LOCATION: From WAWOTA, SK at the Jct of Hwy 48 & Grid 603 go 9.4 km (5.9 miles) South, then 4.4 km (2.75 

miles) West on Christopher Trail. Yard on South Side.  GPS: 49.8108611, -102.0912767

A PARTIAL EQUIPMENT LIST INCLUDES: 1982 White 

2-135 2WD Tractor · 2002 MacDon 972 35 Ft Draper Header 

· Custombuilt 24 Ft Header Transport · 1981 Chevrolet C70 

S/A Grain Truck · 1997 Rainbow 16 Ft T/A Equipment Trailer 

· Crown 2 CY Hydraulic Pull Scraper · 2003 John Deere 1820 

40 Ft Air Drill · 2002 Bourgault 5710 40 Ft Air Drill · John Deere 

610 41 Ft Cultivator · John Deere 340 14 Ft Tandem Disc · 2003 

Degelman SM7000 50 Ft Heavy Harrows · 2004 New Holland 

SF115 90 Ft Field Sprayer · 2014 Brandt 1370HP 13 In. x 70 Ft 

Hydraulic Swing Grain Auger · 2005 Westfield MK100-71 10 In. 

x 71 Ft Mechanical Swing Grain Auger · 1989 Westfield W8-51 

8 In. x 51 Ft Grain Auger · 2017 Wheatheart R8-41 8 In. x 41 Ft 

Grain Auger · 2008 Arctic Cat Prowler 700EFI 4x4 Side By Side 

Utility Vehicle ...AND MUCH MORE!

Unreserved Public Retirement Auction

Tim & Brenda Hamilton
Wawota, SK  |  April 16, 2020 · 12 Noon

ONLINE
BIDDING

ONLY

2007 Westward 9352C 35 Ft 2013 New Holland T6.1752002 John Deere 9750STS

1996 International 81001997 Brent 8742004 Freightliner FL120

2010 Versatile 2375 & 2003 John Deere 1820 40 Ft w/1910



Lester Thiessen is busy. 
He’s a skilled Red Seal 
Agricultural Equipment 
Technician (AET), a handy 
man at home, a husband 
and a father of three young 
children. He is a leader in 
his church and also loves 
watching and playing 
sports.

Recently, Thiessen re-
ceived two scholarships 
for his achievements in 
the skilled trades: the in-
augural Saskatchewan Ap-
prenticeship Scholarship 
for Journeypersons with 
Disabilities at the 2019 Ap-
prenticeship Awards and 
the Young’s Equipment 
Inc. / Western Equipment 
Dealers Association Schol-
arship at the 2018 Appren-
ticeship Awards.

Thiessen and his iden-
tical twin brother were 
raised on a mixed farm in 

Both were born hard of 
hearing, and appreciated 
the support they received 
growing up.

“I am grateful to our 
parents, teachers and edu-
cation assistants who sup-
ported us throughout our 
education,” he said. “We 

-
dents to graduate from our 
school. We kept the teach-
ers on their toes.”

Thiessen didn’t pursue a 
career as an AET right after 
graduation.

While he enjoyed help-
ing his dad and grandpa 

boy, he chose to attend 
Bible School, followed by 
a year at the University of 

Winnipeg. However, nei-
ther of those options felt 

It wasn’t until he recalled 
the pleasure he felt work-
ing on machinery with his 
family, and all the problem 
solving that was involved, 

job and register as an AET 
apprentice. Right away, 

he knew he had found his 
calling.

“I started my apprentice-
ship with Mazergroup, a 
New Holland dealership 
in Moosomin, and I got my 
Red Seal AET Journeyper-
son with them in 2019,” 
Thiessen said.

Continued on Page B6

Monday, March 30, 2020 The World-Spectator - Moosomin, Sask. B3

Glasser’s TV Service
OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9 A.M. TO 5:30 P.M. • MOOSOMIN, SK • (306) 435-3040 

WWW.GLASSERSTV.COM • WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/GLASSERSTV

at home  |   on the farm   |   anywhere

FIXED WIRELESS
EQUIPMENT: $249

(1-Year Warranty)

INSTALL: $99
+ mileage to and from farm

NEW CUSTOMERS
$50 off  any plan 

for fi rst 3 months

Monthly Plans starting at 

$7995
Depending on land location and terrain

LTE Fixed Wireless starting at

$4999
/MONTH

Get $10.00 off  for fi rst 

3 months 50 GB
Basic equipment rent is in monthly cost

Xplornet Satellite Dish

$6999
/MONTH

Get $30.00 off  for fi rst 

3 months
Basic equipment rent is in monthly cost
depending on land location and terrain

Xplornet has unlimited 

plans in either format.

ZTE MF288 Turbo Hub
The ZTE MF288 Turbo Hub provides 

ultra-fast LTE internet and supports 

up to 20 Wi-Fi enabled devices. It has 

crystal clear call quality. It’s portable 

an easy to set up anywhere that has a 

power outlet and cellular signal.

KFC • PIZZA HUT
1201 PARK AVE. MOOSOMIN, SK    •   306-435-3371

Thiessen recognized for his achievements as an AET

Above and above right: Lester Thiessen at 
work at Mazergroup in Moosomin where he 
started his apprenticeship and got his Red Seal 
AET Journeyperson with them in 2019.



BY DONNA BEUTLER
You would have to know my husband to understand 

ton, 10 years old with just 29K on it. Immaculate condi

leg.
I on the other hand was thinking a bit more along the 

er debate last spring).

start. We hashed it over now and again and by the time 

ever, that we would have to go out and start the truck to 
warm it up.

the break in temperatures), we started the truck, hoping 

is likely totalled) that had little in it, but just enough to 

calls and visits to police, bank, cell phone providers and 

what has happened though, we have been able to say, 

your wallet in your vehicle, and mostly—ensure you have 
command starters on your vehicle, especially those you 

compromised? Not so much.

dren were participating in.

I was a proud, proud Grandma hearing about their re
spective topics—Christmas break, getting stepped on the 

these kids had with my husband and I this past summer 

The story is totally true and it went like this (para

day, when the lake was like glass, we went out and de
cided to use the trolling motor that no one had ever used 

might have been the case, except that a bit more speed 

told me to turn around (no problem, I had that cased). 
Then, no, no, no, go back the other way. Go slower. Go 

to retrieve the visor.

son, we are reminded that along with spring, hope eternal 

Donna Beutler farms at Whitewood, and 
writes the occasional newspaper story!
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BORDERLAND CO-OP’S 

BIGGEST OIL SALE 
OF THE YEAR!

SALE ENDS MAY 30, 2020

3 YEAR AVERAGE 
OIL EQUITY HAS 

BEEN OVER

10%

40¢
PER LITRE

OR

Trans Hydraulic Synthetic Blend 20L: $5.82/L

Sonic Blue Guard Grease case price  $27.99

Sonic Moly Guard SL Grease case price  $42.99

Borderland Co-op
Box 1410 Moosomin, SK   S0G 3N0

www.borderlandco-op.crs

Moosomin  •  Rocanville  •  Whitewood
Mary  eld  •  Surrounding AreaMMMMMaaaarrrrrrryyyyyyy eeelllllldddddd •• SSSSSSuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrooooooouuuuuuunnnnnnnddddddiiiiiinnnggggggggggggg AAArrrreeeeeeeaaaaaMMMMMMaaaarrryyyyyyy eeellllllldddddd •• SSSSSSuuuuurrrrrrrrrrroooooouuuuuuunnnnnnnddddddiiiiinnnggggggggggggg AAAAArrrreeeeeeeeaaaaaaa

Increase your farm storage and fi ll up 
early to be prepared for seeding time!
To book your tank delivery or for more details contact

Mike at 306-435-4004 
or m.rotteau@borderlandcoop.com

300G, 500G, 
1,000G and 

1,250G Single 
Wall & Double 

Wall Fuel Tanks 
Available!

1,000G 
Single Wall 

Tanks
$1,799.99

FREE DELIVERY

3 year 0% 
interest payment 

plan available 
*O.A.C.

Tank and 
Pump combos 

available

Ask about our

DEFERRED

PAYMENT PROGRAM
for summer fuel fi lls

prior to seeding!

Moosomin 
Home Centre
306-435-2642

Rocanville 
Home Centre
306-645-2152

Whitewood 
Home Centre
306-735-2414

BORDERLAND CO-OP

3 YEA
OIL E

BE

BULK UP YOUR 
STORAGE AND SAVE!

10L 20L 110L 205L 1000L
DMO Gold 15W40 $3.98/L $3.86/L $3.81/L $3.73/L $3.35/L

Trans Hydraulic $3.86/L $3.71/L $3.70/L $3.50/L $3.31/L

BULK OIL DELIVERYNOW AVAILABLE
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Stop in at Bumper To Bumper 
for all your Spring Seeding Supplies!

 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

YOUR SOURCE FOR:
 AIR SEEDER HOSE
 SPRAY TIPS & NOZZLES

 BANJO FITTINGS

AND MORE!

BY CARLEE SNOW
College of Agriculture 

and Bioresources stu-
dent David MacTaggart is 
learning how to feed the 
future through interna-
tional conferences and re-
search.

Growing up on a small 
beef cattle farm in La-
combe, Alta., David Mac-
Taggart knew he wanted 
to leverage lessons learned 
from life in rural Alberta to 
use in his career.

“It interested me in be-
coming an agricultural 
scientist and how I could 
contribute to feeding the 
world while being a stew-
ard of the environment 
in the future,” said the 
fourth-year College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources 
student at the University 
of Saskatchewan (USask).

MacTaggart is now ma-
joring in crop science and 
hopes to make an impact 
on the world in the area 
of food security. He said 
he chose his path because 
of his interest in plant sci-
ences and breeding.

“The combination of 
cutting-edge science and 
collaboration between 
farmers and consumers—
that is what interested 
me and why I wanted to 
become involved in the 
process of plant breed-
ing to deliver farmers the 
technology they need to be 

in the future.”
Thanks to donor sup-

port, he received the 
Education Enhancement 
Grant that allowed him to 
supplement his education 
with unique learning op-
portunities.

“With the support of do-
nors, I was able to attend 
the Scale Up conference at 
Purdue University, which 
brought together agricul-
tural leaders from around 
the world,” explained 
MacTaggart. “Through 
informative sessions and 
networking with del-
egates, I gained a better 
understanding of the role 
of innovation in feeding 
the world. This experience 
helped to strengthen the 
direction of my develop-
ing career by providing a 
global perspective of agri-
culture that I can apply to 
my studies today.”

MacTaggart plans to use 
his education to impact 
the world in three ways. 

First, MacTaggart hopes 
to develop a collaborative 
environment to help bring 
different groups together 
through policy.

“I have always been in-
terested in government 
and politics and would 
like to act as a mediator 
between groups that are 
at odds with each other, 
whether it is farmers and 
scientists or farmers and 
consumers,” said MacTag-
gart, who hopes that work-
ing with all groups will 
help deliver food security 
in Canada and around the 
world.

Secondly, MacTaggart 
hopes to deliver broad-
based solutions to the 
greater population. He 

plans to work alongside 
scientists to develop more 
effective practices in the 
plant breeding process 
and improve agriculture 
for the future. Finally, 
MacTaggart hopes to in-
spire people through edu-
cation.

MacTaggart credits do-
nors for their support dur-
ing his academic journey.

“Donors have given me 
the emotional support to 
know that people believed 
in me,” he said. “The sup-
port has boosted my mo-
tivation during university 
because I know that the 
education I am receiving 
will help me accomplish 
the goals I have for the fu-
ture.”

His scholarship was 
supported by alumni and 
donors to the university’s 
Campaign for Students, an 
annual appeal that raises 
over $1.19-million each 
year to give students ad-
ditional support to pursue 
their educational goals.

With scholarships eas-

MacTaggart has had more 
time to get involved on 
campus, as an undergrad-
uate research assistant as 
well as through the USask 
Horticulture Club.

“We help teach students 
skills like growing their 
own food, but also pre-
paring it as well,” he said. 
“Right now, we have our 

-
way and we are growing 
lots of fresh produce out in 

-
wards members—but we 
also use it to support the 
(local community) food 
bank.”

MacTaggart said he felt 
very fortunate to have re-
ceived assistance in his 
education, as he gets ready 
to graduate in the spring 
of 2020.

“The support I received 
from donors encouraged 
me to step out of my com-
fort zone,” he said. “I am 
a person that likes to focus 

-
ing supported by scholar-
ships has helped me take 
off those blinders and be 
able to see what the entire 
university experience has 
to offer.”

If you would like to sup-
port students and the great 
work they are doing in the 
community, save the date 
for One Day for Students on 
March 17, a day to celebrate 
philanthropy across the uni-
versity. Please visit give.
usask.ca/oneday for more 
information or to make a gift.

Scholarship support gives student global perspective on feeding world

David MacTaggart attended the 2019 One Day for Students kick-off 
event, with dozens of other community-minded students and donors. 
This year’s fundraiser to support students is on March 17.

internet
anywhere

BENEFITS:
 Internet access on the farm
 WIFI throughout the house
 Great for security cameras 

& calving monitors
 Fast activation
 Portable

 Affordable
 Reliable
 Great options

Come see us or give us 
a call for more details!

Ask us about moving your 
landline phone number to save even more!

Enterprises     Ltd.

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

306.434.9001 | info@finerspray.com 

FULL CREW OF 
EXPERIENCED FINISHERS

SHOP FLOORS   |   GARAGE PADS   |   BIN PADS   |   GRADE BEAMS

CALL NOW FOR MORE INFORMATION 
& TO BOOK EARLY!



 Continued from Page B3
“What I really like about 

the trade is that every day 
is so different. There are 
many different types of 
equipment I can work on 
such as sprayers, com-
bines, tractors, skid steers, 
balers, and swathers. I re-
ally enjoy problem solv-
ing why something is not 
working. I get satisfaction 

Thiessen understands 
how important it is to 
have access to inclusive, 
welcoming work environ-
ments that support and 
encourage people from 

underrepresented groups, 
including people with dis-
abilities.

“Having a disability is 
such a small part of who 

don’t think of myself that 
way. What surprises me is 
that the biggest challenge 
isn’t my hearing. It is en-
countering people who 
don’t understand my abili-
ties and make assumptions 

“In a job interview one 
time the person realized I 
was hard of hearing and 
he got upset, made conde-
scending comments, and 

 Thiessen notes that once 
people notice how hard 
he works and what he 
achieves, they warm up to 
him. He is grateful for the 
supportive environment 
he has with Mazergroup.

Thiessen’s wife, Melissa, 
is proud of his achieve-
ments. “Lester’s jour-

something that will speak 
for him, it’s not just him 

-
ing combines’ and hoping 
the person he is speak-
ing to takes his word for 

‘I’ve earned the highest 
level of achievement for 
my knowledge of agricul-
tural machinery.’ It carries 
a weight of proof. It also 
shows our kids that if they 
put in the effort, they can 
follow through with things 
that are important to them 

While Thiessen’s chal-
lenges may be different 

-
perienced, he shared some 
advice for other people 
with disabilities interest-
ed in pursuing a skilled 
trades career.

“Don’t be afraid to ask 

for help. Don’t get frus-
trated too easily if stigma 
is placed on you. Work 
hard and show society 
that you can do anything. 
Don’t give up. You must 

-
tance and problems that 
you will need to overcome. 
Follow your passion and 
talents and don’t wait for 
a later stage of life. Time is 
going to pass anyway, so 
enjoy what you are going 

Thiessen continues to 
follow his own advice.

“I want to keep learning 
and getting better at what 
I do. My employer is very 
good with keeping us up 
to date with training, espe-
cially on new equipment. I 
enjoy learning new things 

able to apply them in my 

New journeypersons 
who are eligible to apply 
for the Scholarship for 
Journeypersons with Dis-

the SATCC in the summer 
of 2020.
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500 Maple St • Esterhazy, SK

306-745-3952

Rocanville 
Branch

Fridays

306-645-4552
Andrew Agencies 

Building

Proud to serve the 
local agricultural 

community!

Lynnette Bock
B.A., J.D.

BOX 340  VIRDEN, MANITOBA 
TEL: 204-748-2809 • FAX: 204-748-3478  

TOLL FREE: 1-888-784-9882 
EMAIL ADDRESS: VIRDEN.LMC@HLS.CA

MARCH 2020 
30 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9 A.M.

APRIL 2020 
1 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE 9 A.M. 
3 FRIDAY BRED COW & PAIR SALE - POSTPONED 11:30 A.M. 
6 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9 A.M. 
8 WEDNESDAY PRE-SORT FEEDER SALE 10 A.M. 
9 THURSDAY SHEEP/GOAT SALE 12 NOON

CLOSED FOR GOOD FRIDAY & EASTER MONDAY
15 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE & PEN OF 5 HEIFERS  
20 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9 A.M. 
22 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE 9 A.M. 
27 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9 A.M. 
29 WEDNESDAY REGULAR FEEDER SALE 9 A.M.

MAY 2020 
1 FRIDAY BRED COW & PAIR SALE 11:30 A.M. 
4 MONDAY BUTCHER SALE 9 A.M. 
6 WEDNESDAY REGULAR CATTLE SALE 9 A.M.
8 FRIDAY FEEDER & BUTCHER SALE 
21 THURSDAY HORSE/SHEEP SALE 12 NOON

CANADIAN LIVESTOCK AUCTIONEER COMPETITION 
POSTPONED TO SEPTEMBER 2020

SK DEALERS LICENSE 171306  MB DEALERS LICENSE 1317. SALE DATES AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 
ALL CATTLE MUST HAVE THE CCIA CATTLE IDENTIFICATION TAGS 

For any marketing information or questions regarding our feeder finance  
program or online auction,  please call: Robin Hill, Manager 204-851-5465 

Rick Gabrielle 204-851-0613 • Ken Day 204-748-7713  
Drillon Beaton 204-851-7495 • Kolton McIntosh 204-280-0359

PLEASE PHONE IN ALL CONSIGNMENTS 
Check www.hls.ca for current market information.

DLMS INTERNET CATTLE SALES EVERY THURSDAY 
AT 11 A.M. AT WWW.DLMS.CA - CALL US TO LIST YOUR CATTLE

306-435-7472 

(306) 435-2220
505 MOOSE ST. • MOOSOMIN, SK.

24-HOUR MOBILE  
TIRE SERVICE

• Tire Sales & Repairs
• Agriculture & Industrial Tires 
 All Makes & Models

• Batteries
• Quad Tires
• Automotive  
 Diagnostics  
 & Repair
• Wheel  
 Alignments
• SGI Safety  
 Inspections

PARCEL 1: 
SE¼-11-12-29-W1 Pasture

PARCEL 2: 
E½ of NW¼-15-11-28-W1 Cultivated
• Tenders will be considered separately for 

each parcel.

• There are no buildings on either property

• Persons tendering are advised to conduct 
their own due diligence and verify all infor-
mation and title status

• Highest or any tender may not necessarily 
be accepted

TENDERS CLOSE  
FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2020 

Closing to be on or before May 15, 2020

FARMLAND  
FOR SALE  

BY TENDER

Mail tenders to: 
Box 98, Elkhorn, MB   R0M 0N0

26:3c

Family owned & operated for over 70 years

EEEEllllkkkkhhhhoooorrrrnnnn,, MMMMBBBB
tttuuttttttccoonnss@@@mmyymmtttss.nneettt

tutthillconstruction.com

F il d & d f 70

SERVICES
 •  Excavation

• Land clearing
• Sand & gravel hauling
• Concrete breaking
• Compaction
• Site preparation & earthworks
• Trenching for electrical

& mechanical facilities
• Tank foundations
• Road construction
• Lowbed Services
• Culvert sales & installation
• Flatdeck hauling

Thiessen recognized for his achievements as an AET

Lester with his wife Melissa and their two 
children.
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“Let Our Family 
Help Your Family”

24 Hour Service   •  1004 North Front St.  •  Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2949

SPRING 
IS HERE!

 Before You Hit The 
Road or The Field 

Come and See Us For 
All Your Tire Needs.

702 LALONDE ST.  •  WHITEWOOD, SK 

306-735-2560

RUBBER BOOTS, 
RAINWEAR & 
WORKWEAR

.22 
Rifl es 

& Ammo

Sask-Made 
Horizon Dog 

Food

Get ready for 
fi shing season! 
Great rod and 

tackle selection

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Quality Work at Competitive Prices

COMPLETE  
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Farm Services
Boring

Line Locating
Backup Generators

Trenching

Solar Panels  
& Installation

Security Camera 
Systems

Backhoe Services

306-435-3954
Moosomin, SK • tomselectric@sasktel.net

BY J.P. GERVAIS
Governments around the world are taking steps to control the speed at which CO-

VID-19 spreads, but the economic impacts are only starting to materialize. 
Proper risk management strategies start with understanding these economic trends:

Weaker economic growth
Necessary restrictions on the movement of people and workplace policies are disrupt-

ing supply chains. An economic slowdown is inevitable, but questions remain around its 
magnitude and length. 

The U.S. Federal Reserve brought its policy rate close to zero. The Bank of Canada has 
taken steps to mitigate the risk of a major slowdown. It lowered its overnight rate and 

other stimulus measures.

Weaker Canadian dollar
Tumbling oil prices and overall economic uncertainty are weakening the loonie. Oil 

is pressured on two fronts: travel bans cutting the demand outlook for fuel, and oil-

Investors are also turning toward the greenback as a safe haven currency given the 
uncertainty. The Canadian dollar was at C$0.76 per U.S. dollar at the end of February and 
closed slightly over C$0.71 on March 16.

Downward pressures on commodity prices
The weaker loonie partially offsets the generalized decline in commodity prices since 

the beginning of the year. Cattle and hog prices are down 20 per cent and are below the 
levels observed when China stopped importing beef and pork in September. Canola, 
soybeans and wheat are down around 8 per cent. Corn prices are down 2 per cent.

-

also pressured even if the gap between the supply and demand of animal proteins due to 
ASF supports margins. However, there’s a real risk that margins will decline if demand 
weakens, considering the large meat supplies expected to be available in North America.

Takeaways
Agriculture and food are resilient economic sectors. After all, people still need to eat. 

-
tuations. Demand in emerging markets may weaken, given foreign consumers’ food de-
mand is sensitive to income. Domestic spending can shift from indulgence-type food 
to more basic food staples, from food away-from-home to at-home prepared foods, for 
example. While an economic slowdown is inevitable, the economy will rebound. Sound 

economic disruptions.

J.P. is the Vice-President and Chief Agricultural Economist at Farm Credit Canada.

COVID-19 impacts economy, agri-food markets
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CHECK THEM OUT TODAY!

The all new 
radically redesigned 

2020 Nissan 
Sentra

The all new redesigned 

2020 Nissan Titan

FCC receives $5 billion enhancement to lending program
 Continued from Page C2
“FCC’s support for customers is a regular part of our 

business and we’re monitoring situations in various parts 
of the country and within certain sectors to ensure cus-
tomers are able to manage through circumstances beyond 
their control,” said Sutter.

As for how COVID-19 could impact FCC, they have 
plans in place to continue operating during the pandemic. 

“FCC is taking steps to protect our customers and em-
ployees while attempting to help prevent the spread of 
the virus,” said Sutter. “The health and safety of our em-
ployees and customers is our top priority. We are asking 
employees who feel ill to stay home and not meet in per-
son with customers.”

FCC details on operating during COVID-19:
• We have reduced the number of FCC staff at our of-

number of employees working remotely could in-
crease as we continue to assess the situation. 

• If a customer is feeling unwell or prefers not to meet 
in person, we will assist over the phone, through 
our customer service centre or we have self-serve 
options through Online Services.

• Should customers experience challenges as a result 
of the current economic impact of the COVID-19 
situation, please contact your local Relationship 
Manager to discuss.

“FCC exists for the success of the Canadian agriculture 
and food sector and we are here to work with our custom-
ers during these challenging times,” said Sutter.

For those looking for information on how to access the 
lending program, FCC says to contact them because every 
case is different. 

FCC says customers and non-customers can contact a 

ELKHORN AUTO
204-851-0666

RENTALS & SALES
 • Heated Job Johns & Porta Pots
 • Gen Sets

 • 

SERVICES
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815 BROADWAY AVE. – MOOSOMIN, SK

306-435-2154
HOURS OF OPERATION
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 10 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.

SATURDAY: 11 A.M. - 4 P.M.

We are still 
here for you...

We are here for you until 
further notice and all the 

proper precautions will be 
taken for delivery

Feel free to contact us for
pricing on anything at all

306-435-2154
Arvelle: 306-435-9521
Wayne: 306-435-6074

shop from home @
www.zaylie.ca

Do you need room for 
extra perishables?

We have a 
great selection 

of freezers 
in-stock

Get 
Comfy!

Binge watch 

comfort and 
style with a 
new sofa 
or recliner

If something 
breaks down we 

have what you need!
Fridges, Stoves, 

Washers & Dryers
FURNITURE • BEDDING • appliancesFURNITURE   •   BEDDING   •   APPLIANCES

25:4c

BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
The closure of schools and daycares 

to curb the spread of COVID-19 means 
there are thousands of children home 
across the country, including those on 
farms.

Although working with children 
around isn’t new for most agricul-
tural operations, spring—a busy time 
of year for farms—is just around the 
corner. Heightened safety measures 
might be needed to protect the young 
ones nearby. 

Robin Anderson, the communica-
tions co-ordinator with the Canadian 
Agricultural Safety Association, says 
self-isolating farm families could con-
sider having a healthy relative come 
live with the family to assist with 
childcare. Or share chores with neigh-
bours, so one parent is available for 
childcare. 

“Every farm has unique childcare 
needs and hazards,” Anderson says.

Safe play areas and supervision are 
essential to preventing child farm-
related injuries, Anderson says. If you 
plan to have school-age children help 
at the farm, but are uncertain if a job 
is age-appropriate, CASA provides a 
decision-making framework for 10 of 
the tasks most frequently associated with injuries to 
children. 

For children old enough to help, CASA urges families 
to follow its Ag Youth Work Guidelines.

COVID-19’s anticipated stress on healthcare may 
limit usually available medical resources. CASA rec-
ommends making a concerted safety effort on the farm. 

“Preventing injuries and staying healthy and safe is 
something that we can do not just for ourselves, but for 
our families, our farms and our communities,” Ander-
son says.

Helping children and youth manage their mental 
health during this time of high uncertainty is also im-
portant. 

Anderson encourages that parents talk to their kids 
about COVID-19 and refers them to the U.S. Center for 
Disease Control’s “for parents” section. The CDC points 
out that while everyone is different, reactions such as 
reverting to younger behaviours, unhealthy eating or 
sleeping habits and avoiding previously enjoyed activi-

ties can be signs of stress.
The CDC also recommends that talking with kids and 

sharing facts from reliable sources like Health Canada, 
may help them deal with worries. 

Farm family transition coach and farmer, Elaine Fro-
ese, says the COVID-19 pandemic creates the need for 
a sense of hope and community among farm families 
and Canadians. She recommends staying connected 
through phone calls or video calls. 

“Plant seeds of hope and listen to the concerns of oth-
ers,” Froese says.

Children are unexpectedly back on the farm as 
schools and daycares across the country close to keep 

heightened safety measures as spring yard work gears 
up, or looking for alternative childcare options, such as 
chore-sharing with neighbours and taking turns watch-
ing the kids. Experts say it’s important to be mindful 
of children’s mental health as well, speaking to them 
about the pandemic to ease distress.

Keeping kids safe on the farm during COVID-19

Closed Cell Polyurethane Insulation

306.434.9001
Info@fi nerspray.com

We ‘R’ Value

Visit our website
 for more information:
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BY TARYN MILTON
COVID-19 has been declared a 

pandemic by the World Health 
Organization. Watching the situ-
ation unfold around the world 
and in our backyards can induce 
anxiety, including on the farm. 
Balancing life, farm work and 
sickness worries can make for a 
stressful time for farmers.

And combined with the poten-
-

tain economy, can add even more 
worry. 

Lesly Kelly, the co-founder of 
Do More Ag, who farms with her 
family in Watrous, Sask, says dur-
ing highly stressful times, in the 

“It helped us feel like we 
weren’t alone, and you could talk 
to your neighbour down the road 
or someone across Canada, Kelly 
says.

Now, at a time where social 
distancing is the new normal and 
large gatherings of people dis-
couraged, connecting with loved 
ones and family may mean the 
use of technology for video chat 
or phone calls. 

Kelly says she and her family 
focus on open communication.

Being open helps when some-
one is having a rough day. It 
means everyone is comfortable 
checking on each other and open 
to conversation during the rough 
patches, whether it’s concerns 
about the farm or anxiety about 
COVID-19.

During a rough day, they also 
keep an ongoing conversation 
about mental health. They check 
on how everyone’s feeling, and if 
anyone is weighed down. And to 

help keep their spirits high dur-
ing the long hours, Kelly says 
they like to text to keep the lines 
of communication open. 

“My mom would text a picture 
of my dad having a really good 
day, and that would boost our 
spirits,” Kelly says. 

Adelle Stewart, executive direc-
tor of Do More Ag, recommends 
beating worries and stress by per-

best.
“Self-care is an extremely in-

dividualized coping strategy,” 
Stewart says. “So, have some 
openness with yourself to explore 
what that may mean.”

For some, that may mean curl-
ing up with a good book, while 
for others, it may involve physi-
cal activity. Try various activities, 

best. 
With current COVID-19 wor-

ries, Psychology Today suggests 
these strategies to help stay men-

tally healthy during this time of 
uncertainty. Pay attention to your 
physical health and your emo-
tions, embrace health practices, 
share reliable information and 
step away from breaking news 
when feeling overwhelmed.

Stewart says producers at busy 
times of the year like during calv-
ing, need to pay attention to their 
mental health.

“Anybody out calving prob-
ably doesn’t have good sleep hy-
giene, so it’s being forgiving with 
yourself,” Stewart says.

Sleep hygiene refers to healthy 
habits that help us sleep better 
at night and stay asleep. How-
ever, when producers are waking 
up every few hours to check on 
their animals, their sleep is inter-
rupted.

“Sleep hygiene is different for 
everyone, and some people need 
more sleep than others,” Stewart 
says. “Getting the appropriate 
amount of rest is important be-

cause going prolonged periods 
without sleep or quality rest di-
minishes our mental and physi-
cal functions and coordination, 
which can lead to irritability, ac-
cidents and poor decisions.”

maintain good sleep habits dur-
ing calving, seeding and harvest. 
But being aware of how it can af-
fect them can help identify how 
they feel or act during prolonged 
periods of fatigue.

As for spring planting, both 
Kelly and Stewart recommend 
farmers sit down with family now 
and make contingency plans. 
Having backup plans helps ease 
stress, they say.

“Even the best-laid plan and 
back-ups may not come to frui-
tion, so self-care strategies and 
asking or reaching out for sup-
port can help our mental well-
ness,” Stewart says.

Kelly and her family have al-
ready started making their seed-
ing, rotation and marketing plans.

“We try to do as much as we can 

and know that things change, but 
at least we have a Plan A and B 
for right now,” Kelly says.

And during seeding and har-
vest, they meet every morning to 
discuss what’s going on around 
them and plan for that day.

“It helps alleviate elevated 
stress and know, even though 
things are out of your control - 
the weather is out of your control, 
you can’t manage the weather 
- but you can manage what you 
can do with it up to a certain 
point. It’s knowing that you’ve 
tried your best,” Kelly says.
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Ease worry with a mental health check-in

Celebrating 34 Years of Service to the Ag Industry!

JOHNSTON’S
Call Your Grain Marketing Experts!

We buy ALL grains and have some 
New Crop offers. 

We have Glyphosate and Plant Growth 
Stimulants available for Spring delivery.

Ask us about the 
Johnston’s Daily E-mail!

Welwyn, Sk
306-733-2006  •  1-800-324-7778

WAPELLA, SK 
306-532-7006

www.pipelinefoods.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN RECEIVING 
& SHIPPING 

ORGANIC 
GRAIN HOURS OF OPERATION:

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
8 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

  220 Nelson St. West • Virden, MB • 204.748.2382

Workboots including

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Footwear for the whole family!

255 Wellington St W, Virden Manitoba
Phone: 204-748-1200

Box 668, 21 Railway Ave, Redvers Saskatchewan
Phone: 306-452-6016  Fax: 306-452-6459

www.fouillardsteel.com

#1 Grade Coloured 
85¢/sq. ft.

#1 Grade Galvalume 
79¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Coloured 
75¢/sq. ft.

BELOW  
FACTORY DIRECT  

PRICING!

#1 Grade Coloured 
85¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Coloured 
75¢/sq. ft.

B Grade Galvanized 
70¢/sq. ft.

Multi Coloured Mill Ends 
45¢/sq. ft.

COLOR SALE!
Vintage Burgundy, Forest Green, 

CA Blue, Orange 
69¢/sq. ft.

Structural Steel Dealer 
Now selling Septic/Holding Tanks

SNAP LOCK
HIDDEN FASTENER
METAL ROOFING
NOW AVAILABLE

B Grade 4x8
7/16 Ranch Board 

$22.95/Sheet
NOW SELLING
SCREWPILES

22:5c
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Researchers at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan 
(USask) Crop Develop-
ment Centre (CDC) have 
developed a fast and accu-
rate method for identify-
ing and quantifying toxins 
in fusarium-infected cereal 
grain, an innovation that 
could reduce toxins that 
are harmful to both ani-
mals and humans.

Fusarium head blight 
(FHB), a fungal disease 
affecting kernel develop-
ment, causes millions of 
dollars in annual losses 
in Canadian cereal crops 
such as barley, wheat and 
oats.

With warming weather 
patterns and more inten-
sive farming practices, 
fusarium has been spread-
ing across the Prairie prov-
inces. The infected grain is 
often both lower in qual-
ity and kernel weight, and 
may be unsuitable for hu-
man and animal consump-
tion.

That’s because the fu-
sarium infection process 
produces mycotoxins such 
as deoxynivalenol (DON), 
which in severe cases can 
reduce the market value 
of a crop to zero. Animals 
consuming feed contain-
ing high levels of DON 
may have reduced growth, 
as well as reduced fertility 
and reduced immune re-
sponse. In worst cases, the 
toxins can lead to death 
of the animal. There can 
also be long-term impacts 
on human health from 

consuming mycotoxins in 
food.

As mycotoxins such as 
DON are not destroyed 
during processing such as 
milling, baking or malt-
ing, testing infected feed 
grain for the concentration 
of DON is becoming criti-
cally important. To limit 
mycotoxins in food and 
feed, regulations specify 
maximum allowable con-
centrations, and if these 
limits are exceeded, prod-
ucts cannot be sold.

Breeding for low DON 
concentration in cereal 

crops is an important con-
trol measure for the dis-
ease, said CDC research 

“The problem has been 
that crop breeders and re-
searchers have lacked a 
way to measure DON that 
is both quick and accu-
rate,” said Wang.

Wang and USask re-
searcher Randy Kutcher of 

pathology program have 
come up with a new way to 
test for DON that involves 
a one-step extraction of 
the mycotoxins using the 

chemical solvent acetoni-
trile, followed by direct in-
jection of the toxins into a 
mass spectrometer to iden-
tify and quantify them. 
This method eliminates 
the lengthy process of 
separating the compounds 
and lowers the cost, while 
providing high sensitivity 
and accuracy compared to 
other methods.

“Analysis that previ-
ously took 20 minutes per 
sample can now be done 
in less than two minutes, 
which is very important 
when testing thousands 

of samples,” Wang said. 
“This new method offers 
breeders a much more ef-

or barley lines that accu-
mulate less DON.”

Eventual use of the new 

method by grain compa-
nies has the potential to 
enhance quality assurance 
for the grain industry in 
domestic and export mar-
kets, said Kutcher.

“Our customers want 
no contaminants—no tox-
ins—in our grain,” said 
Kutcher. “It may also help 
in deciding whether grain 
should be processed as 
food or animal feed.”

The research team is now 
using the new mycotoxin 
test in their plant pathol-
ogy program at the CDC, 
using the mass spectrom-
eter in the College of Phar-
macy and Nutrition. They 
are seeking to expand the 
diagnostic testing with re-
search collaborators, inter-
ested breeders, and clients.

The team has also devel-
oped a way to identify and 
quantify other toxins, pro-
viding a powerful tool to 
detect new types of myco-
toxins in newly developed 
cereal grain varieties.

The project is supported 
by the Saskatchewan Agri-
culture Development Fund 
and the Saskatchewan 
Wheat Development Com-
mission.

USask researchers develop fast, accurate 
test to identify toxins in cereal crops

Researchers Lipu Wang and Randy Kutcher use the Core Mass Spectrometry Facility Lab in 
the USask College of Pharmacy and Nutrition to test for toxins in cereal grains. 

Praveen Sapkota photo

306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag

Now offering: 
CUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:
• Custom Spraying
• Custom Haying
• Custom Swathing
• Custom Combining
• Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plus more! Please inquire!

Barnard
 Bros.
CUSTOM CORRAL CLEANING

Devon Barnard
306.434.7405 

(CELL)

Evan Barnard
306.434.7191 

(CELL)
Two Horizontal Trucks • Payloader • Skid Steer

TAKING BOOKINGS FOR SPRING, 
SUMMER & FALL 2020!

SAVE UP TO

DEAL VALID FOR ANYONE  
READING THIS AD.

323 Sumner Street – Esterhazy, SK

306-745-2212
www.FountainTire.com

SELECTED GOODYEAR TIRES 
FROM MARCH 16 - APRIL 25, 2020

Receive a 25% discount per tire on selected Goodyear tires. Per tire discount applicable on our Every Day Pricing (EDP). Offers valid 
between March 16 to April 25, 2020 at participating Fountain Tire locations. This is a consumer offer only and does not apply to business 
customers, Goodyear National Accounts or Fountain Tire CRA Elite Accounts. Inventory may vary by location. All applicable taxes (i.e. GST, 
PST, HST and tire taxes) are extra. See in-store or fountaintire.com for details. ®™ Trademarks of AM Royalties Limited Partnership used under 
license by LoyaltyOne, Co. and Goodyear Canada Inc. Fountain Tire is licensed by AMVIC in Alberta.

AERIAL 
APPLICATORS

CROP CARE
BY AIR

Providing all your aerial 
& ground spraying needs

PHONE JOE AT:
P: 306-435-2080 
C: 306-435-7243

Clint Birkenshaw - Owner/Operator
Rocanville, SK • 306-435-9954

CB Excavating
& Spraying

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street • Stockholm, SK

Dawn Nagy, CAIB
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Dr. Robert Kitchen
Member of Parliament
Souris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697
www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Spring on the farm
Spring has brought with it the usual excitement and an-

ticipation of warmer weather, a new crop of calves and 
the ultimate joy—getting that crop into the ground. Well, 
in theory at least!

While my husband and I don’t technically raise cattle, 
we have a handful out at the farm and the farm-grand-
kids know exactly which calf belongs to who—their dad, 
their mom, themselves, Grandpa. Well, and Grandma’s I 
tell them. Their eyes shift towards Grandpa. You have to 
wonder sometimes if there’s a conspiracy going on, I tell 
you. The look says it all—Grandma has no cows. 

The kids were over a few days ago and one of the twins 
(eight years old) happened to notice Grandpa’s little dia-
betic-record book and he tells me he didn’t know Grand-
pa had a calf-record book (‘cause his dad always records 
the births). I told him Grandpa doesn’t have a calf-record 
book. “Your dad always records the births,” I say to him. 
A puzzled look comes across his face as his eyes shift 
toward the diabetic book. “Oh, that’s not a calf-record 
book,” I say and he looks closer at the book and says, “Oh 
I guess not, there’s no column for sex.” Well, I certainly 
hope not because that’s not information you want to take 
to your diabetic nurse or nutritionist! 

Near the end of February, the excitement of a trip to the 
city and away from all things ‘farm’ was counter balanced 
with the fact that this trip meant going under the knife 
and spending a few days in a Regina hospital.

-

you get a new hip, Grandma?” “Will you be able to bend 
when you get a new hip?” “Will you throw away your 

can you tell a little fellow?
The following day, I submitted myself to the inevitable 

—the knife—under what could only be described as the 

best care in the world. I cannot say enough for the doc-

way to make a living. 
My biggest fear that day was that I would freak out 

when they wheeled me into the OR and that I would hop 
off that gurney and take off running down the hall—in a 
hospital gown no less. But no, I was calm, cool and col-
lected and joking with everyone right until they shut me 
up so to speak. By the time I hit recovery it was apparent 
that I would never make a good junkie, so badly do I react 
to morphine.

A couple of weeks later, I was back in the city to have 
my staples removed, chatting once again with my grand-

Well, no, not yet. And then we moved on to discussing 
something he and his dad enjoy doing—drumming! This 

told him all about Alvin Law, who even though he has no 

arms, can play piano and trombone and the drums—with 
his feet!

When I pulled up a video so we could watch Alvin 
playing the drums and driving a car, my grandson was 
totally fascinated as he watched, especially with how 
Alvin could drive a car with his feet. As he watched, he 
turned to me and said, “It’s a good thing you have arms, 
Grandma!”

I could just see his little mind trying to envision Grand-
ma, with a bad hip, trying to get her feet up to the steering 
wheel of her car. Yeah, not happening—at least not yet!

That could well be the last trip to Regina for us for now 

grandkids, who are no longer attending school, came to 
spend a day with me, I was the dutiful Grandma—games, 
comprehension and math lessons, lots of screen time 
(without guilt on my part). We each had our own hand 
towel and washed our hands often. And then we cut up a 
pineapple and told them each to get a bowl and fork and 
take a few pieces each. Next thing I knew they were basi-
cally using their forks and all eating out of the same bowl. 

Isn’t it interesting how suddenly everything can 
change? Everyone has become that much more precious 
to us. The woes of life in comparison to the threat of se-

-

those who provide essential services and transport goods 
has expanded exponentially. I don’t know where I read it 
or who wrote it and I can only paraphrase it, but here’s 
something I think of every time I wash my hands and ev-
ery time I wash down the front of my appliances with 

will seem alarmist, but in a week or two, every step we 
took will not have been enough. Take care and stay safe.

SOIL Health
maximize your fertilizer efficiency

SEED Dressing
enhance germination and early growth

FOLIAR Fertilizer
correct nutrient deficiencies and fight stresses

1-866-249-0666
cropaidnutrition.com

Build a Better Crop

Nutrition for every stage
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BY DONNA BEUTLER
It was a very special moment for Wawo-

ta’s Jean Bogner when she was inducted 
into the Saskatchewan Horse Federation 
Hall of Fame on March 14. Not only was 
it special, it was very humbling for the 
92-year-young Bogner who shared her 
story with the World-Spectator in a recent 
interview.

“It was a tremendous honour to be 
awarded for something that I’ve loved do-
ing all my life,” Bogner said.

Bogner’s love of horses and of riding 
and driving horses is something that has 
been with her for her entire life and is 
probably why she can honestly say that 
some of her best friends are horses.

There’s a lifetime of history that has tak-
en Bogner from working with horses from 
the time she was little to the Delta Hotel 
in Regina to not only receive this award, 

ducted into the newly formed Sask Horse 
Federation Hall of Fame. There was one 
other person inducted that day, as well as 
three others who were recognized posthu-
mously.

Bogner was nominated by members 
of The Wheels and Saddles Horse Club 
of Wawota. According to Bogner, some 
of them wrote letters about what she has 
done in the world of horses and the nomi-
nation was accepted.

“I grew up during the years of working 
with horses,” Bogner said, having driven a 

young. “In fact,” she continued, “my fam-
ily was known as the riding Dennises and 
were known for their work with horses 
and their jumping demonstrations.”

The love Bogner had for horses was 
passed on to her three daughters who did 
a lot of riding and attended numerous 
horse shows. 

“When the girls were young,” Bogner 
said, “a friend and I started a 4-H Horse 
Club known as The Prairie Riders. We ran 
this club for 15 years until we ran out of 
kids and folded.”

But only a few years passed before 
Bogner was involved, along with oth-
ers, in forming a driving club for those 
who wanted to learn more about driving 
horses. That was 1982 and there were four 
interested people. In order to attract more 
people, the group decided to make the 
club a driving and riding club and they 
called it the Wheels and Saddles Driving 
and Riding Club Inc.

Today, that club is still going. Bogner 
herself, still a member though not physi-
cally riding or driving, was president of 
the club for 27 years, having stepped back 

from the position eight years ago.
Not only is the driving and riding club 

still going, but it boasts 70 members which 
Bogner feels is “pretty darn good!”

“Quite a few members have joined to 
learn to drive,” Bogner said, explaining 
that it is quite a step to go from riding a 
horse to driving a horse. Several years 

ago, Bogner put on some driving classes 
for people and was pleased to see about 
20 people learning to drive, but it began 
to fade and so more driving classes were 
put on.

“I am happy to say,” Bogner added, 
“that some of my students are fully ca-
pable of instructing classes. In the winter 

when we meet, there is cleaning of har-
nesses and learning about harnesses and 
then in the summer, there’s lots of actual 
driving, and today there are several who 
are now taking part in parades, horse 
shows and various other driving events.”

As to her honorary membership in 
the club, Bogner believes there is always 
more to learn about horses, no matter how 
old a person is. She says she may not be 
physically able to do what she once did, 
but mentally, it’s obvious she’s right there 
with the best of them. The club has clini-
cians come every summer to give instruc-
tion to club members.

“It’s an adult club,” Bogner explained. 
“We have done our share with kids and 
that was good, but this is an adult only 
club where nothing circles around kids. 
Plus we are not in competition with each 
other, that was something we decided 
upon early on.”

As for breeds of horses that she prefers 
to ride or drive, she says “any breed—
Thoroughbreds, Clydes, Minis, Quarter-
horses, Arabians.” Her personal favorites 
for driving are Welsh ponies.

And so today, Bogner, as a gracious re-
cipient of the Hall of Fame recognition, 
proudly displays the framed award in her 
home. Along with a Sask Horse Federa-
tion logo on this award is her name and 
photo and a summary of her story. Along 
with a life time of working and being with 
horses, it is apparent that this horse-lady 
has no intention of ever losing interest in 
learning more about horses or being in-
volved with the horse club that she has 
invested so much time into.

These are the words from the framed 
award that Jean Bogner received:

Jean has always had a passion for hors-
es. She was leader of a 4-H Light Horse 
Club for 15 years and has been a driving 
force for the Wheels and Saddles Driving 
Club since its inception in 1982. She was 
president of the Club for 27 years.

Jean is accomplished in English and 
Western, is a seasoned driver, having driv-

has been teaching driving for many years 
and has some willing students to carry on 
her work. For 21 years she and Clarence 
hosted trail rides at their farm.

Jean willingly shares her time and 
knowledge. Her compassion for horses 
and people is obvious. Reaching 90 years 
has slowed her down but she still manages 
to help and inspire others. Jean maintains 
there is always more to learn about horses! 
She has been heard to say, “Some of my 
best friends are horses.”

Jean Bogner inducted into Sask Horse Federation Hall of Fame

Above: Jean Bogner with her Welsh ponies, Cloud and Cricket

Below: Jean with Cricket, a Welsh pony 

Varieties for 2020
WHEAT
• Bolles
• AAC Elie
• SY Torach
• CS Accelerate
BARLEY
• CDC Copeland
• AAC Connect
• CDC Austenson

OATS
• CS Camden
FLAX
• CDC Bethune
PEAS
• CDC Amarillo
SOYBEANS
• Merritt R2X
CANOLA
• CS2300
• CS2600CR-T

The Heaman Family • 204-851-2049 • 204-748-7666 – Virden, MB
DOUG  •  BRITTANY  •  MICHAEL  • QUINTON  •  WALTER

Custom Silage 
Chopping
Full or Partial 

Service Available

TED 204.512.0754    
 WARREN 204.851.1751
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SERVING ROCANVILLE 
& SURROUNDING AREAS

We specialize in 
all aspects of the 

residential, commercial
& agricultural 

concrete industry 

 Slabs
 Floors
 Sidewalks
 Driveways
 Grade Beams
 Bin Pads
 ICF

306.435.0125
306.434.9601

parkconcrete@gmail.com
www.parkconcrete.ca

Find us on 

USask biology professor Jack Gray’s 
research on locusts, published in the Pro-
ceedings of the National Academy of Sci-
ences (PNAS), may have implications for 
understanding the link between these 
pesticides and mortality in other species 
such as the “colony collapse disorder” re-
sponsible for the deaths of millions of bees 
worldwide.

“There is controversy over neonicoti-
noid pesticides,” said Gray. “Their devel-
opment suggested they were safer than 
other pesticides, but it is more complicat-
ed because their effects at non-lethal doses 
on insects and other species needed to be 
investigated further.”

From his previous studies with locusts, 

in which he tested how non-lethal doses 
of pesticides can affect the insects’ abil-
ity to visually detect moving objects such 
as trees and predators. He and his team 
found that the newer sulfoxamine pesti-

insects’ motion detection ability, while the 
current neonicotinoid imidacloprid (IMD) 
does.

isn’t as toxic as the other pesticide at low 
dosages, more testing is needed to estab-
lish whether it a safer, preferable option 
for agriculture use,” said Gray.

Gray and his team used an approach 
that looks at behaviour and neurophysiol-
ogy, which have seldom been applied to-
gether for studying pesticide effects. The 

effects on the locusts’ ability to jump and 
-

not bind as strongly to the same receptor 
that determines the insects’ sensitivity to 
the pesticides.    

The USask team chose locusts because 
their nervous system is well-studied, and 
the neurons that regulate their motion de-
tection are common to a variety of other 
species including birds, and likely even 
humans.

other species to understand how these 
pesticides affect how fast the nervous sys-
tem can send information,” said Gray.   

By using small electrodes in the insect’s 
thorax, former USask PhD student Rachel 

measured the electrical signals directly 
from a neuron in the insect’s nervous sys-

tem that detects visual motion and con-

“The reaction time of locusts treated 
with the IMD pesticide slows down, im-
pairing their ability to avoid objects,” said 
Parkinson, now post-doctoral fellow at the 

University of Oxford.
The USask team also includes PhD stu-

dent Sinan Zhang. The research is funded 
by Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC), the Canada 
Foundation for Innovation, and USask.

Computer-based simulator tests insects for effects of new pesticide

Jack Gray (left) and Rachel Parkinson study pesticide effects on locusts’ behavior.

-  YOUR ONE STOP SHOP -
FOR EVERYTHING FIREARMS AND ARCHERY

Firearms
optics
ammo

accessories
archery

bushcraft
apparel

and more!

FOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

Creek Ranch
RED ANGUS BULLS 

FOR SALE 
OFF THE FARM!

EMMATT 

Mark & Pamela Wushke
Whitewood, SK

H: 306-735-2805  C: 306-735-7980
wushkemd@yahoo.ca
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Hwy 10 East • Yorkton, SK
Tel: 306-782-2937 • Toll Free:1-800-458-9663

Email: winply@sasktel.net
Monday - Friday: 8:00 am - 5:30pm • Saturday: 8:00am - 5:00pm • Closed Sunday
We strive for accuracy in our advertising, if a printing error occurs, it will be corrected through notifi cation at our stores. Rainchecks may be issued depending 

on stock availability. Some items may be cash & carry. We reserve the right to limit quantities. All items may not be exactly as shown, description takes 
precedence over photos. Prices & availability will vary by store. Taxes are not included in our prices.

Proudly Canadian owned 
& operated since 1969.

VISIT OUR 
WEBSITE!

windsorplywood.com

SPRING SAVINGS

15%

OFF

IN STOCK MOULDINGS 
INCLUDING: 
OAK, MAPLE, 
PRIMED, MDF, 
VINYL, 
WRAP MDF

ECOPOXY 
LIQUID RESIN 
& PIGMENTS
Proud dealer of 

Ecopoxy products

SALE 
ENDS

 APRIL 6

Brexit could boost Canada’s ag industry by billions
Dec. 31, 2020.

Kingdom faces a choice of making concessions to the 

Any new agreement would come in the wake of an 

Canada.

nadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau abandoning his 

use of antibiotics and growth enhancement. But Britain’s 

Commission suggested it would be a mistake to allow 

onto the continent.

manding regulatory barriers.

ing Food Production Challenge, Canadian businesses can 

Brexit transition.

this industry in Canada.

it could be a light at the end of the tunnel.

Combined with new technology that increases yield 

of dollars a year into the Canadian farming industry.

Jack Buckby is a research associate with Frontier Centre for 
Public Policy.

Jack Buckby

RENEGADE
SPECIALIZING IN 

CONCRETE FLATWORK
WITH EQUIPMENT 

AND MANPOWER
FOR ANY JOB BIG OR SMALL

Including: Commercial BuildingS, 
Farm Shops, Basement Floors, 

Garage Floors & ICF Grade Beams

CALL NOW FOR BOOKINGS
OVER 25 YEARS OF CONCRETE EXPERIENCE

Business
306-435-2261

Jim Van Meer
306-435-9135

Rob Van Meer
306-434-7145

B K FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES
BARRY

306-434-6046
KENT

306-435-6040
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REDVERS 
#1 Service Road 

(306) 452-3558

CARLYLE 
Hwy #13 North 

(306) 453-2446

KIPLING 
#905 Main St. 

(306) 736-2516

Clarke Hill, BSc, DVM
Christine Ewert Hill, DVM

Rafael Pineda, DVM

3 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOUR VETERINARY NEEDS:

We offer Breeding 
Soundness Evaluation

See us for all your 
Calving Needs!

PROTECT YOUR 
LIVESTOCK 

INVESTMENT!
Over 20 years of experience 

collecting and freezing semen 
for in-herd use. 

Call the Redvers Clinic for 
details 306-452-3558

SPRING AUCTION
Saturday, April 18, 2020 at 9:00 a.m.

OVER $5 MILLION OF EQUIPMENT
Consign until April 12th.

Tractors
2017 Case 620 Quad Track, 2012  Case 600 Triples, 2014 Versatile550 DT, 

JD 6150 MFWD w/ldr, Steiger KR1225 4wd, JD 3038 27 hrs, 
Combines

4 2017 Case 8240 Combines, approx. 750 sep hrs on all, 4 MacDon FD 75 Hdrs,
Tillage

2011 Bourgault 3310 w/ 6700ST Cart 76 ft, 2012-3320 w/ 6700st Cart, 5710 w/5300
Cart 54 ft, 8800 w/ 2320Flexi Cart, 28 ft and several more, Salford 4160 Disk 60 ft, 

Heavy Harrows 7200, Degelman 7200 Rock picker, 2-Liquid Caddys, 
Sprayers / Floater / Seed Tenders

2016 Case 4440 Sprayer, 120 ft 1300 hrs, 2016 Case 4540 Floater 650 hrs, 
Apache Sprayer 790 Sprayer, 2015 Meridan, 2014 Meridan Tenders.

Swathers / Grain Carts
2015 JD W150 Swather 36 ft 912 hrs, Brent 1596 Cart, Val-Kota 847 Cart, 

Semi / Grain Trucks
97 Freightliner, 95 Freightliner, 2- 97 Lode King Flatdeck, 1988 Bedard Tanker
06 Western Star, 05 Kenworth, 2000 Western Star 1995 IH Eagle Grain Trucks

2 – 2006 Ford 1 Ton Service Trucks w/ HiAB Cranes, Enclosed Trailers
Augers / Conveyors / Bins

Over 12 Augers to Choose From, Over 30 Bins from 2 Locations (Danbury&Churchbridge)
Imports / Misc 

1000s of items selling on the online portion, incl Vehicles, Quads, Lawn & Garden

Yorkton Auction Centre
306-782-5999

www.yacauctions.com

Lic. 325025
The Best way to Follow us. Download our App.

Online Farm Auction for Mysko Bros., Roblin MB   April 23-30th 
2- JD 4640 Tractors, 9600 Combine, 7720 Combine, IH 7200 HoeDrill,

Scraper, 2-Grain Trucks much more
Peters Cell 204-937-7685 

1.800.667.7477
conexus.ca

We’re here to help.
If you’re facing financial hardships
due to COVID-19 or the economic
downturn, call your business advisor 
to discuss how we can help.  

BY RICHARD KAMCHEN
As COVID-19 spreads around the world, 

so does concern about its impact on pub-
lic health. And while we learn more about 
how to prevent ourselves from contract-
ing it, businesses, including farms, should 
have an updated HR plan in case of an em-
ployee outbreak.

UPDATE SICK LEAVE POLICIES
Caused by the coronavirus, COVID-19 

symptoms may take up to 14 days to ap-
-

tect. Some may think they have a cold or 

“Farmers and farm employers must 
support workers to stay home if they’re 
sick, particularly with  COVID-19 symp-
toms,” says Jennifer Wright, a senior hu-
man resources advisor with the Canadian 

Agricultural Human Resource Council. 
“Employers should ensure they’re follow-
ing recommendations put out by Public 
Health Agency of Canada.”

Some preventative measures include: 
-Encourage employees to self-isolate 

when ill 
-Suspend requests for medical notes
-Prepare for increased absenteeism due 

to employee and family illness and possi-
bly school closures

-
stations to two metres 

STAY INFORMED
The Canadian Federation of Agriculture 

(CFA) says it’s monitoring COVID-19 as 
it relates to Canadian agriculture and will 
provide weekly updates.

Continued on Page B23 

Update your HR
plan for Covid-19
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H2O Home Delivery & Instore Pickup  |  COLD BEER, SPIRITS & WINE
GIFTABLES  |  OLIV Oils & Balsamic Vinegars

122 ELLICE ST  •  ROCANVILLE, SK  •  306-645-2828

We wish the Agriculture Sector 
the very best in the 2020 

Growing Season!

TASTE-TESTING
of Oliv Olive 

Oils & 
Vinegars as 

well as Spirits

ESTERHAZY  
AGENCIES  
(1986) LTD.

 General Insurance
 Travel Insurance
 Life Insurance

306-745-3983 
513 Main Street, Esterhazy, SK

APAS analysis shows Saskatchewan 
farmers will lose 12% of net income to 
carbon tax by 2022

Contributed by the Agricultural Pro-
ducers Association of Saskatchewan

The Agricultural Producers Asso-
ciation of Saskatchewan (APAS) has re-

-
cial impacts of the federal carbon tax on 
Saskatchewan producers.

“Federal Minister of Agriculture Ma-
rie-Claude Bibeau has asked the agricul-
ture industry for evidence of what the 
carbon tax is costing Canadian farmers,” 
says APAS President Todd Lewis, who 
farms near Gray, SK. “We’ve responded 
with estimates that are backed up by 
producer bills in 2019.”

APAS’s costing review takes into con-
sideration all major farm expenses not 

currently exempt from the carbon tax. 
These include grain drying, rail trans-
portation, heating and electricity, and 
truck hauling of crops off the farm.

The evidence is stark: on average, Sas-
katchewan farmers can expect to lose 8% 
of their total net income in 2020 to the 
carbon tax. For a household managing a 
5,000-acre grain farm in Saskatchewan, 
this will take the form of a $8,000-10,000 
bill.

In less than two years, when the car-
bon tax increases to $50/tonne in 2022, 
this bill will go up to $13,000-17,000 for 
the same household – the equivalent of 
a 12% decrease in net income.

“It’s comparable to having 12% of 
your pay cheque disappear,” says Lewis. 
“Farmers don’t set our prices, so those 
increased costs are coming directly off 

our bottom line.”

experience down to the penny,” says 
APAS Vice-President Bill Prybylski, 
who operates a grain, oilseed, pulse and 
cattle farm with his son, brother, and 
nephews near Willowbrook, SK. “This 
past year was unprecedented in terms 
of the role grain drying played for farm-
ers in our province. Without using pro-
pane to dry our grain, the wet fall would 
have meant losing a huge portion of our 
crop.”

Rail transportation is another huge 
and unavoidable taxable expense in-
curred by farmers.

“Trucking my crop to the grain eleva-
tor, and then shipping it by rail to the 
coast is one of my biggest annual ex-
penses,” says APAS Vice-President Ian 
Boxall, who farms at his century farm 
near Tisdale, SK. “Transporting crops is 
a necessary farm expense, but for some 
reason it’s not exempt from the carbon 
tax.”

APAS is advocating, on behalf of Sas-
katchewan farmers, for a carbon tax ex-
emption on all farm expenses, including 
those from 2019. “Our hope is that this is 
the evidence the Minister is looking for,” 
says Lewis, “and that the Federal Gov-
ernment will step in to help farmers.”

Carbon costing review confirms huge loss to farm income

20033AA3 
20033AA4 
20035AA0

Save up to 12%

AIR SEEDER HOSE
Don’t forget JD Fuel Protect to clean, run 

smooth and maintain fuel system! TY15828

John Deere Filters

OIL & FILTER SALE
John Deere Filters
Fleetguard Filters

Save up to 12%
CXTY 6341
JD Grease

Special

Stop by your local dealership between March 16 &  
April 15, 2020 to take advantage of our Spring Sale!

15W40PLUSII HYGARD

COOLGUARD  
SALE 

10% OFF

SCHULTE 
BLADE

SALE WHILE  
QUANTITIES LAST!

401-026 - Reg. $56.68 
SALE Price $34.79

401-027 - Reg. $56.68 
SALE Price $34.79

401-032 - Reg. $58.85 
SALE Price $38.49
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Not all products available in all provinces.

Home  Auto  Life  Investments  Group  Business  Farm  Travel

Farming isn’t like
any other business
We believe in giving you many  
options for your farm insurance,
without adding coverage you don’t
need. It’s what you’d expect from a
company founded by farmers.

Let’s talk.

Jim Moore
Insurance/Financial Advisor 
Moore Agencies Ltd. 
306-435-7096 
jim_moore@cooperators.ca 
www.cooperators.ca/Moore-Agencies

Sale26
th

Saturday, April 11, 2020
Complimentary Beef on a Bun @ 12pm

Video Sale starting @ 1pm

@ Batho Farms Ltd.
3 3/4 miles south of Oak Lake, MB 

on Lansdowne Road

Featuring:
Herefords, Red and Black Angus

Stop in for a visit anytime to view the bulls!
Albert: 204-748-7640      Ron: 204-748-5208

Annual

1 Mile West of Moosomin, SK on Hwy #1
306-435-3327 • www.prairielivestock.ca

Box 964 Moosomin, SK  S0G 3N0

PRAIRIE LIVESTOCK
LIVESTOCK DEALERS AND ORDER BUYERS

During the Covid-19 pandemic, Prairie Livestock continues to offer 
marketing services to producers. Our customers across North America 
are still buying cattle and transportation and trade continues. We have 
made the following changes to ensure the safety and health of our 
employees:

 Producers can continue to drop off cattle with manifest
 Settlement cheques will either be deposited in our   

 mailbox for pickup or put in the mail
 We still offer top dollar for all classes and weights of cattle  

 and never charge buying fees

we’re here for you

Jason Buchberger
306-435-7767

Bryn Crump
306-435-7381

Vern Hall
306-435-7411

As always, your cattle marketing questions can be 
answered by our experienced buyers:

SIDING • METAL ROOFING • SOFFIT
FASCIA • EAVESTROUGHS • CLADDING

306.532.4496
WAPELLA  

  204.725.2294
BRANDONableeaves2@hotmail.ca

Making digital farm data work for you



BY MARTHA ROBERTS
FCC Ag Economics is working to help 

you understand the rapidly evolving busi-
ness environment due to COVID-19. With 
the costs to families continuing to climb 
and potentially unprecedented associated 
economic costs, central banks around the 

ways to halt the damage. 
In this article, I’ll explain several tools 

—both conventional and unconventional—
the Bank of Canada (BoC) has available to 
mitigate the biggest economic risks facing 
Canadians today. Keep an eye on these in 
the weeks ahead. The government of Cana-
da, which works independently of the Bank, 
is also helping with its own measures.

How interest rates can moderate
a pandemic’s economic impacts

The economic damage from COVID-19 
will include layoffs and supply chain dis-
ruptions, leading to expected declines in 
spending, business investment and exports. 
To slow this, banks use conventional tools 
to make it easier for households and busi-
nesses to access money and spend it. And 
an easy way to do that is lower interest 
rates. It brings immediate relief although it 
often takes over a year to feel the full effect. 

Get comfortable with the following 
terms, so you can anticipate and respond 
to a quickly evolving interest rate environ-
ment.

Overnight rate: The rate banks charge 
each other on daily loans. 

Policy rate: The BoC sets a target for the 

(FIs). This target is the policy rate. The BoC 
cut the policy interest rate from 1.25% to 
0.75% on Friday, March 13, to help weaken 
the economic impact of the coronavirus 
outbreak and plummeting oil prices. Un-
derscoring the threat posed by the disease 
outbreak, the cut was the second in just 
over a week.  

Prime rate: The rate of interest commer-
cial banks use to set the rate on variable 

-
cial institution (FI) has its own prime rate. 

When the policy rate changes,  an FI can 
change its prime rate by a similar amount 
—although they don’t always do so.

Interest rates and you
Borrowers’ interest rates can also vary for 

other reasons. The rates you pay on vari-

rate loans because an FI faces different risks 
with each fund source. When changes oc-

-
tuate.

There’s no correct answer as to which rate 
is better. Interest rates on variable-rate loans 
are stated as a percentage above or below 
the prime rate. How much above or below 
prime depends on your own borrowing 

for the loan term. The prime rate may sub-
sequently vary. 

than variable rates. But these borrowing 
costs won’t climb as variable rates might 
over the term of the loan. Fixed rates are 
based on long-term bond yields, which tend 
to be less volatile than short-term rates. But 
as major shocks erode current estimates of 

time, the value of investments in bonds also 
erodes. That’s why yields have declined 
from 1.53 on January 2 to .78 on March 16 
for the 10-year government bonds. 

Extra measures needed to boost 
Canadian households

and businesses
Interest rates are among the tools central 

banks most often use to mitigate unforeseen 
changes to their economies. In extraordi-
nary times, they also have several uncon-
ventional tools to jumpstart the economy. 
Here are a few happening in Canada, the 
U.S. and elsewhere.

Buying Treasuries and mortgage-backed 
securities: Used broadly in the 2008 crisis 
and otherwise known as quantitative eas-
ing, these purchases by central banks inject 
liquidity (increase the supply of money) 

economy. Asset purchases (demand) push 
bond yields lower, encouraging greater 
lending and investment. Bond yields may 
also be pushed higher in response to an 
expected increase in the supply of Treasur-
ies as government stimulus packages are 
rolled-out. Remember—it’s always about 
demand and supply.

Buying commercial paper: The purchas-
es (typically by banks, wealthy investors or 

of short-term liabilities (wages, operational 
expenses, etc.). Issuing commercial paper 
can help businesses such as huge retailers 

revenues that are expected to grow eventu-
ally may not yet be available to pay current 
expenses.

Government coordinating
with BoC to ease pressure

 Under 
normal economic conditions, an FI is re-

-
sets out of circulation to safeguard against 
the risks they take. OSFI is loosening these 
requirements by lowering the buffer from 
2.25% to 1%, to increase the money avail-
able for lending. 

Also, the BoC is coordinating action with 
other central banks to provide some of the 
world’s largest banks with cheaper access 
to funds in U.S. dollars. The USD is a “safe-

-
ment relative to other currencies in periods 
of high uncertainty. Giving banks around 
the world cheaper access to funds in USD 
helps to calm fears of currency instability 
and deepens liquidity everywhere.

Martha is a Research Specialist with a focus 
on economic performance and success factors for 
agricultural producers and agri-businesses.
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direct farmer relationships

B U I LT  O N  FA R M E R 
Relationships.

We Purchase:

COME SEE US ON THE TRANS CANADA HIGHWAY IN BRANDON, MB!

204-726-8199 www.aats.ca

2020 WILSON 20’ 
ALUMINUM 

STOCK TRAILER
$30,877

2019 SUNDOWNER 
24’ ALUMINUM 
STOCK TRAILER

$29,897

2019 SUNDOWNER 
CHARTER SE 

HORSE TRAILER
$25,897

2019 TITAN 28’ 
TRI-AXLE STEEL 
STOCK TRAILER

$23,497

2020 RAINBOW 20’ 
DECK OVER WITH 

7K AXLES
$7,497

2020 RAINBOW 30’ 
GN TRI-AXLE WITH 

MAX RAMPS
$13,897

3:1c

COVID-19 impacts on Canadians working in agriculture and agri-food

ESTERHAZY, SK • 306-745-3908 • tags@sasktel.net

Thank you to Saskatchewan Agriculture 
for putting food in our stores and on our tables
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Agriculture industry working through COVID-19
Continued from page 1

APAS President Todd 
Lewis told the World-
Spectator that the most 
important thing for the 
agriculture industry is to 
keep the transportation 
corridors open.

“Doesn’t matter if it’s 
going to be crops or live-
stock to export position 
across the U.S. border or 
to tidewater, that’s impor-
tant” said Lewis. “Also 
that the same corridors 
remain open for inputs 
like fertilizer, machinery 
parts, or anything else 
producers have.”

“We’re in a busy time of 
year with spring seeding 
and it’s going to be impor-
tant we have a good sup-
ply of what we need to get 
the crop in,” said Lewis. 
“On the livestock side the 
processing side is going 
to be important to ensure 
our processors are able to 

Lewis says the federal 
government is already 
stepping up to help an-
swer some of the biggest 
questions around the ag-
riculture industry during 
the COVID-19 situation.

“There are lots of ques-
tion around credit,” said 
Lewis. “The federal gov-
ernment put $5 billion to-
wards capital needs with-
in agriculture and that’s 
important.”

“It’s important that we 
see that credit’s avail-
able, the federal govern-
ment has done a number 
of moves there to make 
more money available to 

we want to make sure that 
money is available for ag-
riculture.”

“The governments, 
both provincial and fed-
erally, have shown they 
recognize the importance 
of agriculture and it’s go-
ing to be one of the few 
industries in the country 
that won’t see a drop in 

demand,” said Lewis.
With many other indus-

tries stopping or slowing 
down due to COVID-19, 
Lewis says there will be 
more opportunities for 
work in agriculture. 

“There’s going to be 
lots of opportunity in ag-
riculture,” said Lewis. “It 
seems like there are lots 
of unemployed and un-
deremployed people that 
agriculture can offer job 
opportunities to going 
forward into the upcom-
ing growing season.”

Even with the unknown 
that is coming going for-
ward during COVID-19, 
Lewis remains positive 
and says the agriculture 
industry will get through 
this.

“It’s going to get worse 
before it gets better, but 
with good planning pro-
ducers will get through 
this as best we can,” said 
Lewis. “We’re a pretty re-
silient bunch in the prov-
ince and we’ve seen some 
good leadership at the 
provincial level.”

Grain farmer Craig Roy 
says the biggest impact 
COVID-19 could have on 
him is if he gets sick.

“If I can’t work dur-
ing seeding than that’s a 
problem,” said Roy.

Roy says that’s prob-
ably the main worry for 
most farmers.

“Not being out there 
when we need to be out 
there would be a major 
disruption,” said Roy.

Moosomin grain farmer 
Mark McCorriston says 
COVID-19 hasn’t affected 
him yet, but he’s con-
cerned what will happen 
if he gets sick. 

“It hasn’t impacted me 
yet, but the procedures 
for selling grain are a little 
bit different now,” said 
McCorriston. “Everything 
is done via text or on the 
phone.”

“It puts a little bit more 

stress on your plate, but 
the impact hasn’t hap-
pened yet,” said McCor-
riston. “I would think 
it would be more in the 
coming weeks that we 
have to deal with the im-
pact of it.” 

“In the beginning of the 
COVID-19 scare, grain 
prices tanked, but they 
seam to be coming back 
up,” said McCorriston. 
“The scariness around 
COVID-19 is more as we 
get into seeding.”

“My biggest concern is 
if I got it myself, I’m the 
business owner, I run the 
air seeder, and if I wasn’t 
able to run the air seeder, 
that’s my biggest fear,” 
said McCorriston.

“You don’t really know 
when you do get it what 
to expect for symptoms, 
sometimes it’s a runny 
nose and a headache and 
then on the news you see 
it’s respiratory problems 
and weakness,” said Mc-
Corriston. “It’s a little bit 
of a scary situation.”

McCorriston says with 

comes through Moosomin 
from all over the country, 
COVID-19 will spread 

here at some point. 
“Being in Moosomin, 

we’re going to get it I feel 
like,” said McCorriston. 
“I farm right beside num-
ber one highway and you 
think about the transport 

-
ish Columbia and south-
ern Ontario, those people 
are passing through Moo-
somin, eventually a truck 
driver will bring it to our 
town. It’s only a matter of 
when.”

As COVID-19 continues 
to spread in Canada, Mc-
Corriston worries that it 
will have a negative im-
pact on farmers ability to 
acquire the supplies they 
need during seeding.

“Once the farmers go to 

diesel fuel, liquid fertil-
izer, and granular fertil-
izer,” said McCorriston. 
“So if COVID-19 spreads 

halfway through seeding 
and Co-op says they can’t 
deliver diesel, then what 
do you do?”

“Some farmers are talk-
ing about buying more 
fuel tanks and trying to 
store more fuel on the 
farm,” said McCorriston 

“The other side is, the 
longer you hold on right 
now to buy your diesel, 
the cheaper it’s going to 
be because oil is plum-
meting.”

“There’s hysteria that if 

now then they might not 
-

ing themselves to pay 
more money for their 
spring diesel then they 
have to.”

“My biggest concern 
would be if I got sick my-
self and couldn’t oper-
ate my air seeder or if we 
couldn’t get the supplies 
we need to put the crop 
in,” said McCorriston.

McCorriston doesn’t 
think the government will 
give the agriculture in-
dustry enough extra sup-
port during this crisis. 

“In all honesty I don’t 
think the Liberal govern-
ment really cares about 
the farmers in western 
Canada or the oil patch 

workers,” said McCor-
riston. “The oil patch 
workers are off and lots of 
those guys won’t have a 
job to go back to when the 
industry starts up in June 
or July again.”

“I don’t anticipate any 
help from the Liberal 
government for our grain 
farmers or for our local oil 
patch workers.”

For now, McCorriston 
says the overall impact is 
unknown with a situation 
they’ve never seen before, 
but there’s no shortage of 
concern. 

“Optimism in agricul-
-

dled over the last eight 
or nine months,” said 
McCorriston. “There are 
concerned farmers that 
are nervous about getting 
their fertilizer and diesel 
when they need it and 
we’re all in the same boat 
because we don’t know 
what to expect with CO-
VID-19.”

St. Lazare Tire

Participating retailer of MPI’s 
Winter Tire Financing Program

ASK US ABOUT THE 
GREAT SPRING REBATES 

AVAILABLE!

Hours: Monday - Friday: 8 am - 6 pm • Saturday: 8 am - 12 pm

354 Main Street • St. Lazare, MB • 204-683-2290 • stlazaretire@mymts.net

BRANDS YOU CAN TRUST, SERVICE YOU CAN COUNT ON!

SPRING REBATE SALE!

See us for:
• Tires
• Tune Ups

• Brakes
• Oil Changes
• Batteries

• Belts
• Hoses
• And more!

FREE INSTALLATION 
and balancing with the 

purchase of four new tires!
(Expires May 31, 2020)

& MORE

HILLCHAR SEED FARM
– Ernest Holland –

306-645-4223   •   Rocanville, SK

FORAGE 
SEED WEEK!
Extra Discounts from 

March 25, 2020 - 
March 31, 2020

 Pasture Blends

 Hay Blends

 Custom Blends

Dealer for 
Brett Young 

Canolas
6074RR

6204RR TruFlex
BY 5105CL

 Alfalfa

 Millet

 Lawn Grass Seed

lawrenc e  h e i n
Renovations

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

306-434-6485
NO JOB IS TOO BIG OR TOO SMALL
Insurance Jobs Welcomed

Proudly Serving 
Moosomin & Rocanville
& Surrounding Areas!

- Full Exterior Renos
- Full Interior Renos
- Custom Decks
- Drywall Painting
- Commercial Maintenance
- Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

- Tile, Laminate Hardwood
- Kitchen Back Splashes
- Basement Development
- Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Thank You Farmers
FOR PUTTING FOOD ON OUR TABLE

We appreciate 
the hard work and 

dedication that 
goes into the 

agriculture industry.

www.nobleconstruction.ca

306-745-6984
215 SUMNER ST. 
ESTERHAZY, SK
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2017 NEW HOLLAND CR8.90

$445,900
Stock: 04487C • Hours: 841

2016 JOHN DEERE 9570RX

$425,000
Stock: 06046B • Hours: 1551

2011 NEW HOLLAND T9.670

$323,900
Stock: 06307C • Hours: 3115

2015 NEW HOLLAND T9.600

$356,900
Stock: 05458B • Hours: 1287

2012 NEW HOLLAND CR9090

$257,900
Stock: 05458C • Hours: 1698

2015 NEW HOLLAND SP.295F

$263,900
Stock: 06517B • Hours: 2300

2014 NEW HOLLAND CX8080

$279,900
Stock: 06141C • Hours: 1570

2008 NEW HOLLAND SD550

$89,900
Stock: 06772B

MOOSOMIN • 306-435-3610
MAZERGROUP.CA

AIR SEEDER HOSE
All rolls are 100’ in length. Sold by the roll.

1 1/2” Black K112BK-250

$225/ROLL
1 1/2” White K112CL-250

$225/ROLL

1” Black V1180B-16

$82/ROLL
1” White V1180-16

$82/ROLL

DIESEL EXHAUST FLUID
1041 Litre tote - $225

Plus a $200 Core Charge (55-129AIR-1000

208 Litre Barrell 55-129air - $180
9.46 Litre Box 55-126H2B - $11.99

VETERINARY 
CARE FOR 

ALL SPECIES

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

98 Cook Rd. Moosomin, SK

306.435.3979

Regular Hours:
Monday - Friday:

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:

8:30 a.m. - 12 Noon

A salute to 
Agriculture Producers

I would like to express my appreciation 
to our agriculture community for the 
enormous contribution you make to our 
province’s economy.

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN 
CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St. • Moosomin, SK

Continued from Page B17
They’ve also compiled a 

list of resources for farm-
ers to learn more informa-
tion about the virus and its 
spread. 

Laurie Karson of CFA 
also recommends read-
ing Harvard Business Re-
view’s 8 Questions Em-
ployers Should Ask About 
Coronavirus. The article 
offers common-sense tips 
and advice that would res-
onate with farmers or any 
business owner.

Tips include: how to 
best protect employees, 
when to exclude public or 
employees from the work-

policies if the workplace 
closes due to COVID-19.

REVIEW YOUR RISK
MANAGEMENT PLAN

It’s crucial farmers have 
a risk management plan for 
their operations that factor 
in HR, communications 
and contingency plans for 
sickness outbreaks, says 
Wright.

“Having a risk manage-
ment plan in place will en-
sure that if or when a crisis 
happens, there’s a struc-
tured, controlled response 
to it,” Wright explains.

The plan should also 
identify what to do if ill-

-
falls that prevent conduct-
ing time-sensitive work. 
“This may include having 
agreements with surround-
ing farmers for back-up 
support,” Wright says.

HAVE ON-SITE
QUARANTINE PROCEDURES
Farm operations that 

provide housing for their 
workers must ensure their 
risk management plans 
consider large numbers of 
employees being quaran-
tined or requiring health 
care, Wright says.

That includes identify-
ing decision-makers, roles 
and responsibilities, access 
to medical care and plans 
for both quarantine and 
transportation to medical 
facilities.

“They should also in-
clude communications 
planning, such as who’s 
the point of contact, medi-
cal contacts, internal and 
external communication 
plans, contact informa-
tion for all staff, suppliers 
and community services,” 
Wright says.

BOTTOM LINE
Farmers should adapt 

their contingency plans in 
case of a COVID-19 out-
break on the farm. Some 
actions include relaxing 
sick leave policies and ar-
ranging back-ups with 
nearby farms time-sensi-
tive farm work. For farms 
that house workers onsite 
it’s critical to have a quar-
antine plan in place in case 
of an outbreak. Stay on top 
of COVID-19 news in Can-
ada from the Public Health 
and the World Health Or-
ganization.

Update your 
HR plan for 
Covid-19

Reach 12,000
local readers

when you
advertise in the 

World-Spectator!

Call
306-435-2445
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At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our 
world from the ground up. As the world’s 
largest provider of crop inputs, services 
and solutions, Nutrien plays a critical  
role in feeding the future by helping 
growers increase food production in  
a sustainable manner. 

We’re moving the agriculture industry 
and the world forward – today and for 
generations to come. Nutrien invests in 
community initiatives and partnerships 
that enhance the quality of life in the 
regions where we operate and that  

 
our company.


