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websterseedfarm.ca

We have the best 
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

Reserve your seed now 
to make planting a breeze!

Wheatland  |  Starbuck  |  Synergy

BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
The federal and provincial governments have agreed 

intended to help strengthen competitiveness, innovation, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
invested in research and development activities, 

Continued on page C6

Feds, province sign new agreement
to support sustainable agriculture

Bridget Wagstaff submitted this pho-
to of spring seeding in 2021. Despite 
chilly temperatures at the end of March, 
farmers are gearing up for spring.
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 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

SPRING WILL BE HERE 
BEFORE YOU KNOW IT!

WIX FILTERS
On Sale March 21 - March 31

KLONDIKE 
OIL

On Sale March 1 - April 14

HILLCHAR
SEED FARM

– Ernest Holland –
306-645-4223  •  Rocanville, SK

FORAGE SAVINGS!
Extra Discount for 

April 2023
 Pasture Blends
 Hay Blends
 Custom Blends
 Alfalfa Seed
 Millet Seed

 Lawn Grass 
Seed

 Corn Varieties
 Red or Yellow 
Blossom Sweet 
Clover

Saskatchewan’s 2023-24 Provincial Budget was re-
leased on Wednesday. This year’s Agriculture Budget is 
$548.2 million, a 19 per cent increase from the previous 
year, with a strong investment in programs, services and 
agriculture research, as well as a fully-funded suite of 
business risk management programs.

“Supported by this year’s budget, the industry is well-
positioned to continue to take on the challenges inherent 
to agriculture and build on their success,” Agriculture 
Minister David Marit said. “This budget will help Sas-
katchewan’s farmers, ranchers and agri-business remain 
competitive and operate sustainably while continuing to 
deliver safe, high-quality food.”

The 2023-24 Agriculture Budget contains $89.8 million 
for strategic initiatives under the federal-provincial Sus-
tainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership, which will 

-
creased support for producers to develop sustainable ag-

riculture water sources like wells, dugouts and pipelines, 
as well as increased funding for irrigation programming.

The budget includes $1.0 million to target invasive 
weed control on agricultural Crown land pastures, pro-
moting continued productivity and stewardship of this 
resource and more than $38 million for agricultural re-
search. 

There is $408 million to fund a suite of federal-provin-
cial risk management programs including Crop Insur-
ance and AgriStability. Average Crop Insurance cover-
age for 2023 is at a record-high level of $446 per acre due 
to increased commodity prices and yield coverage. The 
AgriStability compensation rate will increase from 70 to 
80 per cent for the 2023 program year, to better support 
farmers in times of need.

Saskatchewan producers harvested a crop of nearly 35 
million tonnes in 2022, with record agri-food exports val-
ued at $18.4 billion.

Budget 2023:

19 per cent increase in ag
budget from previous year

As farmers look forward to spring, the provin-
cial government announced $548.2 million for 
agriculture in the provincial budget on Wednes-
day.

Left: An aerial view of crops in Southeast 
Saskatchewan.

Moosomin 306.435.4143

Visit us on Thursday, April 6th at 92 

Cook Road for exclusive in-store specials!

A Day of Delicious Deals 

PLUS a FREE burger or hot dog at our 

BBQ Trailer from 10-2.

Bring in spring with us!
We look forward to seeing you.

Grilling Up Some Gratitude  

Moosomin World Spectator Ad 2023 5x7.5.indd   1 3/23/2023   7:36:22 PM



 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, March 27, 2023B4

500 Maple St • Esterhazy, SK

306-745-3952

Lynnette Bock
B.A., J.D.

Rocanville 

Branch

Fridays

306-645-4552
Andrew Agencies 

Building

Proud to serve the 
local agricultural 

community!

Goldy’s Greenhouse
Where Spring is just a country drive away.

OPEN FOR THE SEASON MAY 1!
May & June 2023 Hours: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. – 7 days a week

Contact Darla Schlamp, call or text 

306-745-7983
goldysgreenhouse@gmail.com

Approximately 15 kms NE of Esterhazy, SK
Visit Goldy’s Greenhouse on Facebook for a direction map!

http://bdschlamp.wix.com/goldys-greenhouse

We accept cash, cheque or e-transfer

Customer Appreciation Day

FRIDAY, MAY 12, 2023
Come visit us, have a coff ee & donut and receive a free plant!

Great selection of annuals including Proven Winners, Bedding Plants, Vegetables 

including Seed Potatoes & Spanish Onions, Herbs, Grasses, Tropicals, Succulents, House 

plants, Perennials, Hanging Baskets, ProMix Bales, Tomato Cages & so much more!

Celebrate Mom on Mother’s Day
 AND ENTER TO WIN A 12” HANGING BASKET!

We do custom planters or select from our potted planters!REDVERS
TIRE

& AUTO SERVICE
24-HOUR ROAD 

& FIELD SERVICE
Cell: 306-840-7875

Shop: 306-452-2278

BY LANA HAIGHT
The new chair of the Stra-

tegic Advisory Board of 
the University of Saskatch-
ewan’s Livestock and For-
age Centre of Excellence is 
eager to ensure the voice of 
producers continues to be 
heard.

“It’s really important as 
an agricultural producer to 
be part of the conversation 
whether it’s research or poli-
cy. If you don’t get involved, 
you are on the outside look-
ing in. You are not at the ta-
ble; you are ‘on the menu,’” 
said Robert Johnson, who 
owns and operates a bison 
ranch with his wife Rebecca 
near Fairlight, Sask.

The Johnsons own about 
400 bison cow-calf pairs and 

about 800 animals annu-
ally that are shipped to the 
United States because pro-
cessing capacity in Canada 
is limited. Some of the bison 
meat is then imported back to Canada and sold as Noble 
Premium Bison.

As the newly elected chair of the board, Johnson will 
be involved in crafting the strategic vision of the board.

“It’s really encouraging to see the people who were 
-

veloped a real identity for the board. Now, we have new 
people coming in with new ideas. They are experienced, 
whether it’s in governance or hands-on. We’ve got a re-
ally good group,” said Johnson, who started his second 
three-year term on March 1, 2023. The chair position is a 
one-year commitment.

Johnson added he appreciates the support of the 
deans of the Western College of Veterinary Medicine 
and the College of Agriculture and Bioresources as well 
as LFCE director Dr. Scott Wright (PhD), who are ex-

(DVM, PhD), Dr. Angela Bedard-Haugh (PhD) and 
Wright are very engaged and connect well with the pro-
ducer, industry and government representatives.

At their March 1 meeting, the advisory board mem-
bers welcomed three new people who will serve a three-
year term.

ranch with Red Angus cattle near McCord, in southern 
Saskatchewan. In addition to running the cow-calf oper-

a farmgate, direct-market beef business. Four years ago, 
they completed a Holistic Management Course where 
they learned how to implement regenerative agriculture 
principles. He has served on many industry boards and 
was the reeve of the Rural Municipality of Mankota. 

-

Kyron Manske and his wife own and operate East 
Poplar Simmentals, a purebred and commercial cow-
calf operation near Coronach, in southern Saskatche-
wan. He earned his Bachelor of Science in Agribusiness 
from USask and is a board member of the Saskatchewan 
Simmental Association, Saskatchewan Stockgrowers 
Association and South Saskatchewan Ready, as well as 
a councillor with the Rural Municipality of Hart Butte.

Dr. Leigh Rosengren (DVM, PhD) and her husband 
farm near Midale, in southern Saskatchewan. She 
earned a Doctor of Veterinary Medicine from the West-
ern College of Veterinary Medicine and a PhD in Veteri-
nary Epidemiology from USask in the early 2000s. More 
recently, Rosengren completed a Masters of Agribusi-
ness from Kansas State University, which was instru-
mental in improving the management systems of their 

the cow-calf herd to consider other opportunities in the 
sector. Rosengren continues to work in the livestock 

Cattle Association and as an epidemiology consultant.
Stepping down from the board after serving the maxi-

mum of two terms are Duane Thompson (chair from 
March 2018 to November 2021), Tamara Carter (chair 
from November 2021 to March 2023) and Neil Block. 
All three have served since the board was established in 

-

ber for the next year, provid-
ing support to Johnson. 

Manske says he’s always 
been interested in research 
and hopes to contribute to 
growing the beef industry 
as a member of the LFCE’s 
advisory board. He has a 
particular interest in devel-
oping the use of technology 
in the cattle industry.

“I’m a curious kind of per-

things the way they have al-
ways been done. I’m always 
looking to the future and 
new and better ways to do 
things,” said Manske.

The Livestock and For-
age Centre of Excellence is 
a world-class research facil-
ity with a 1,500-head cattle 
feedlot and a 400-head cow-
herd, but it also has a two bi-
son herds: Woods bison and 
Plains bison. 

Johnson says producers 
have much to learn from the 
bison.

bison. They formed the eco-system through the grazing 
and their hoof action as the keystone species. We keep 
hearing that we need to graze (cattle) the way the bison 
do. Why re-invent the wheel? Let them work for us in-
stead of us working for them.”

After meeting virtually for the past couple of years 
because of Covid-19 pandemic restrictions, Johnson 

where the board members can work through issues as 
a group.

New members welcomed to USask Strategic 
Advisory Board for Livestock and Forage Centre

Robert Johnson of Fairlight is new board chair

Left: At its meeting on March 1, the Strategic Advisory Board members discussed five key 
priorities for research at the LFCE: ecological goods and services/sustainability; discovery, 
innovation, research, technology; teaching, training, translation; outreach; and indigenous rela-
tions. Right: Robert Johnson, the new chair of the Strategic Advisory Board, spoke at the 
annual Beef and Forage Research Forum at USask on March 2.

Kyron Manske, Dr. Leigh Rosengren (PhD) 
and Calvin Gavelin joined the board, represent-
ing the beef and forage industries.
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(306) 435-2220
505 MOOSE ST. • MOOSOMIN, SK.

• Tire Sales & Repairs

• Agriculture & Industrial Tires 

 All Makes & Models

• Batteries

• Quad Tires

• Automotive  

 Diagnostics  

 & Repair

• Wheel  

 Alignments

• SGI Safety  

 Inspections

• 24-Hour Mobile  

 Tire Service

NEW: 24-HOUR  
TOW TRUCK SERVICE!

 GRAIN  & FERTILIZER HAULIN G
 Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

 “Rolling since 1986”

g

 • D e d ic a te d  to  o ur Custo m e rs Y e a r Ro und
 • Sa fe  On Tim e  Se rvic e
 • Pro fe ssio na l a nd  Ex pe rie nc e d  D rive rs

 • Re lia b le  Equipm e nt
 • Co m pe titive  Ra te s
 • Pro fe ssio na l Co m m unic a tio n b e twe e n Custo m e rs a nd  D ispa tc h

 Get read y for 
 the sp ring rush!
 Bring your truck and  trailer 
 in for a service and  safety 
 b y our q ualified  m echanics.

 PHONE:  204-849-2242      1 PARK ST.  NEWDALE, MB

SPRING 
 FILTER 
 SALE

 From  now until the end  of Ap ril 2022
 save 10%  on all oil, fuel, coolant, and  air filters!
 W e  n o w  o ffe r a  fu ll lin e  o f Pe tr o -Ca n a da  lu b r ica n ts  in clu din g b u lk 15W 40. 

 As   a   W estward   Parts   dealer   we   can   supply   you   with   sweeps,   harrow   tines,
 sprayer   parts,   belts,   bearings,   chain,   PTO    parts   and   m ore.

 Hydraulic   hose   assem blies   are   m ade   to   order.   O ur   pricing   is   always   com petitive!

 RT   S
 Trailer Heavy Truck  &

 RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

 Check out our p ricing on all tires from  
 Autom otive, Ag, to Heavy Truck and  Trailer Tires

 T: 204-365-4740 • F: 204-365-4751 • E: rtm dispatching@ gm ail.com

 www.rtm transport.com

Government of Canada and Saskatchewan announce 
2023 Crop Insurance Program Enhancements

Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister 
Marie-Claude Bibeau and Saskatchewan Agricul-
ture Minister David Marit announced details of 
the 2023 Crop Insurance Program recently.

“Through improvements to the Crop Insurance 
Program, Saskatchewan farmers continue to get 
coverage they can count on,” said Bibeau. “We en-
courage farmers to use risk management tools to 
help them minimize the economic effects of pro-
duction losses caused by natural hazards.”

“As we look forward to the 2023 growing sea-
son, I want to acknowledge the drive and resil-
ience Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers contin-
ue to show year after year,” Marit said. “We had 
some rough years and while last year was a step 
forward, there were still very dry areas in the West 
side of the province and Crop Insurance respond-
ed with quick action on claims. That is why it’s 
important for producers to evaluate their current 
risk management options and ensure they have 
the right coverage for their farm.”

Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corporation 
(SCIC) continues to provide Saskatchewan producers 
with higher Crop Insurance coverage. The average cov-
erage for 2023 is at a record-high level of $446 per acre, 
due to increased commodity prices and yield coverage. 
With this increased coverage and higher insured prices, 
the average total premium is $14.79 per acre, an increase 
from $12.05 in 2022.

Starting in 2023, Crop Insurance customers will see an 
Individual Premium calculated for each crop they insure. 
Premiums are individualized based on a producer’s per-
sonal claim history compared to the area risk zone. This 
adjustment (increase or decrease) from the base premium 
rate is calculated for each customer, and independently 
for each insured crop. This means, a producer’s claim on 

one crop does not impact their premium for a dif-
ferent crop. Premium Discounts and Surcharges 
previously used in the Crop Insurance Program 
are discontinued.

“It’s always good to review the program to en-
sure it continues to serve farmers and remains 

“It is important for farmers to open their insur-
ance packages, review their information and learn 
about their coverage options.” 

Also effective for 2023, SCIC is increasing the 
maximum dollar coverage levels of the Unseeded 
Acreage feature. While the minimum coverage re-
mains the same at $50 per acre, additional Unseed-
ed Acreage coverage levels are increasing to $75, 
$100 and $125 per acre. Unseeded Acreage cover-
age, included with all multi-peril Crop Insurance 
coverage, helps offset costs associated with sum-
mer fallow acres too wet to seed due to excessive 
spring moisture.

“We appreciate the ongoing commitment to Sas-
katchewan agriculture,” Saskatchewan Rural Mu-

nicipality Association (SARM) President Ray Orb said. 
“The increases to unseeded acres coverage stands out as 
an example of SCIC listening and incorporating the con-
cerns of our members.”

March 31, 2023, is the deadline to apply, reinstate, can-
cel or make changes to Crop Insurance contracts. Produc-
ers must also select insured crops and coverage levels by 
this date. If no changes are made, a producer’s coverage 
will remain the same as last year. To make changes or dis-
cuss the different features and coverage levels, producers 

While Crop Insurance provides coverage from seeding 
through harvest, AgriStability provides further cover-
age against uncontrollable events like rising input costs 
or falling commodity prices. For the 2023 program year, 
the AgriStability compensation rate will increase from 70 

of need. This allows AgriStability to be more responsive 
when a farm experiences a large margin decline, provid-
ing additional compensation to address the operation’s 

SCIC offers a full suite of business risk management 
programs, including AgriStability, Crop Insurance and 
Livestock Price Insurance and the Wildlife Damage Com-
pensation and Prevention Program, to help mitigate risk 
for Saskatchewan producers.

visit scic.ca.
Crop Insurance is a federal-provincial-territorial Busi-

ness Risk Management program under the Canadian Ag-
ricultural Partnership. Under Crop Insurance, premiums 
for most programs are shared 40 per cent by participating 
producers, 36 per cent by the Government of Canada and 
24 per cent by the Government of Saskatchewan. Admin-
istrative expenses are fully funded by governments, 60 
per cent by Canada and 40 per cent by Saskatchewan.



Continued from front
“On the Climate Change and Environment it’s really 

looking at the whole environmental impact, the assess-
ment side on soil and health, water quality. That all falls 
under that sector.

“The Public Trust one is really building on how we can 
engage the populace of the country to really accept what 
agriculture is here, what we do here, how we do it, how 
we’re recognized globally, and to ensure that prosperity 
as well.

“That overlaps and intertwines as well because we 
have the Market Development and Trade area. That’s 
obviously in conjunction with trade missions and the op-
portunity to grow the business outside of Canada, but 

into the province, in the value added sphere and how we 
can work with that. 

“Then obviously research is going to be a big part of it. 
It is every year. You’re looking at roughly about $90 mil-
lion annually between the federal and provincial gov-
ernments for the program, and research is going to take 
almost 40 per cent of that. It tells you the importance of 
the research dollars, and innovation that’s in there as 
well. 

“All aspects fall into this whether you’re a primary 
producer where there’s grain and oil seeds or livestock, 
or even the value added processing as well.” 

With the new agreement being in effect starting April 
1, Marit was asked if there were any differences from the 
former one.

“No not really. The federal government was adamant 
on a new program. They call it the Resilient Agricultural 
Landscape Program (RALP) and that one really looked at 
water quality and bio-diversity,” he said.

“We were already doing a lot of that in some of our 
other programs like the Farm and Ranch Water Infra-
structure Program (FRWIP) which is important to us. 
Soil health, all of that, dealing with the producers on crop 
rotation, looking at opportunities around crop develop-
ment and different varieties, disease resistance, things 
that could really work to improve soil and health, but 
also improve productivity as well. 

“There is an overlap in a lot of them, but we wanted 
to make sure that some would be strategic in one initia-
tive, but where another one would overlap. An example 
would be the FRWIP because it would have an environ-
mental impact, yet it still has the sustainability sector ca-
pacity piece as well.”

Governments investment 
will help improve 
Saskatchewan’s market for Ag

Marit spoke about how the federal, provincial and ter-
ritorial governments investment in strategic agricultural 
initiatives for Canada will help strengthen Saskatche-
wan’s competitiveness in agriculture. 

“What this really does is have an impact because we 
have a story to tell, and we have one of the best,” Marit 
said.

“This all leads to what we’re doing, whether it’s im-
proving plant health, animal health, or working with all 
sectors with research dollars. A good example would be 
working with Fertilizer Canada on the 4Rs with fertilizer 
placement and fertilizer emission reduction. How can we 
do that? We found some good ways, and we’re already 
doing them with variable rate on feeding with sectional 
control. Is there new technology that we can implement 
and that we can fund that innovative piece, and that’s 
where that falls in. Yet, it still falls in on an environmental 

lens as well.
“That’s where we see a lot of the opportunities for 

growth which will really help the producers, both from 
livestock and grainS and oilseeds to tell the story glob-
ally. An example would be from some of the research we 
had done where we can actually quantify that Saskatch-
ewan producers who grow canola, their carbon footprint 
is 60 per cent better than our nearest competitors. Sixty 

Marit said he believes that Saskatchewan’s carbon 
footprint being 60 per cent lower than nearest competi-
tors should be explained more globally.

“That’s a story we have to tell as a government, as the 
ministry,” he said.

“I’ve told it on trade missions and it gets the attention 
of the suppliers that are looking for product globally. Also 
because their customers are starting to question how it’s 
growing, where it’s growing, and the big one is how. 

“When we met with some of the major players in the 
world as far as food processing, this really got their atten-
tion because they said, ‘wow if that’s a story to tell then 
we’re very interested in your product.’”

With concerns of food security being raised recently 
sharing Saskatchewan’s story of how producers continue 
to grow their production for food will continue to carry 
its weight over the next few years, Marit said.

“What we heard from the recent travels we’ve had is 
food security and in light 
of that, it’s very unfortu-
nate what’s happening in 
Ukraine,” he said.

 “These companies are 
saying they want to make 
sure they have food secu-
rity, and we need quality 
insurance as well. 

“Plus, they want to, 
quite frankly, deal with 
a government that adds 
on for trade and stuff like 
that. Is there challenges? 
Sure there is. Some of the 
challenges obviously is 
we’re land low, and how 
do we overcome some of 
that, and how do we work 
with the railways and the 
shippers to make sure we 
still have continued sup-

ply.
“That’s the one thing we’ve heard in our missions is 

some of the logistic challenges, but hopefully we can 
work through all of that because we see great opportu-
nity here.

“I think in the next few years you’re going to see some 
great opportunity where you’re going to see companies 
globally come in to say, ‘I want to be at the source.’” 

million will be invested annually in strategic program-
ming for Saskatchewan farmers, ranchers and agri-busi-
nesses. This comes after a 25 per cent  increase from the 
$71.2 million in the previous federal-provincial partner-
ship.

Marit was asked what the Government of Saskatch-
ewan hopes to achieve by the end of the Sustainable Ca-
nadian Agricultural Partnership initiative.

government, but most certainly for the province of Sas-
katchewan,” he said.

“When you look at our investment versus per capita 
basis versus any other jurisdiction, we’re quite high. Ob-
viously it’s an investment by the people of this province 

growth target. 
“That we’ve hit our 2030 growth targets, and that’s hit-

ting exports of growing over 45 million metric tons, see-
ing livestock receipts hit over three billion, and seeing the 
agri-food exports hitting well over 20 billion. We’re close. 

“That’s what we sort of want to do, but at the same 
time we want to make sure that our primary producers 
are prosperous and viable as well. That is key. If we’re 
not competitive globally, and that was our key message 
in the whole negotiations with the federal government is 
before we can do anything from an environmental lens 
as far as that side of it, our primary producers have to be  

none of this matters. 

and say agriculture is do-
ing very well and contin-
ues to grow. Then we can 
start all over again and 

-
ment similar, or even bet-
ter than this.”
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“Let Our Family 
Help Your Family”

24 Hour Service   •  1004 North Front St.  •  Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2949

SPRING SPRING 
IS HERE!IS HERE!

Before You Hit The Before You Hit The 
Road or The Field Road or The Field 

Come and See Us For Come and See Us For 
All Your Tire Needs.All Your Tire Needs.

B K

FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES

BARRY
306-434-6046

Portable
Remote Summer 

Winter Solar Water Systems 
for livestock!

Call for pricing on solar systems, 
wind generators, aeration, service 

and repair on all makes and models.

Welwyn, SK • 306-435-7973 (C) • 306-733-4421 (H)

Federal government, province of Sask.
 agree to support sustainable agriculture

“What this really does is 

have an impact because we 

have a story to tell, and we 

have one of the best.”

—Sask Agriculture Minister David Marit



Families in rural Saskatchewan with 
young children will have access to fur-
ther mobile early learning opportunities, 
thanks to an additional $405,000 invest-
ment from the Governments of Saskatch-
ewan and Canada. Funding for KidsFirst 
Regional programming was $823,500 in 
2022-23. This additional investment, re-
cently provided to KidsFirst Regional ar-
eas increases the total program funding to 
$1.2 million.  

KidsFirst Regional travels to communi-
ties across the province bringing unique 
learning opportunities to children up to 

literacy kits, story walks and pop-up pre-
school events. This increase in funding 
will allow KidsFirst Regional to reach 
more children in their own communi-
ties with learning initiatives that focus on 
child development, literacy, nutrition and 
health and well-being.

“Providing KidsFirst Regional with 
more funding will ensure that regardless 
of where children live, they can have ac-
cess to high quality early learning op-
portunities,” Education Minister Dustin 
Duncan said. “The variety of programs 
KidsFirst Regional offers will continue to 
support early childhood development, 
school readiness goals and positive social 
engagement in communities across Sas-
katchewan.”

There are 10 KidsFirst Regional areas 
across the province that received funding; 
Moose Jaw-Assiniboia area, Kindersley 
area, Tisdale area, Prince Albert area, Sas-
katoon area, Southwest area, Regina area, 
Yorkton area and the Southeast area all 
received $40,000. Lloydminster-Meadow 
Lake-the Battlefords received $45,000 as 
they service a larger area. 

KidsFirst Regional Community Devel-

opers work collaboratively with local part-
ners and families such as public health, 
Early Childhood Intervention Program 
(ECIP), family resource centres and librar-
ies within smaller urban and rural com-
munities. They provide activities, events 
and access to information for families with 

creativity, ignite imagination and allow 
every moment to be a teachable one.  

“Every family is important to us,” Kids-
First Regional, Regina-Qu-appelle Area 
Supervisor Donna Coleman-Trombley 
said. “If you only have 10 children under 

still want to come to you and provide pro-
gramming. Being able to go out into these 
rural communities shows these families 
that their children are important no matter 
where they live.”  

Last year KidsFirst Regional supported 
almost 16,000 parents and young children 
in 343 communities. The program also dis-
tributed 8,600 early learning kits and back-
packs across the province which included 

child development including linguistic, 

motor skills.   
“Every child deserves the best start in 

life,” Canada’s Minister of Families, Chil-
dren and Social Development, Karina 
Gould, said. “The additional funding to 
KidsFirst programs will help ensure that 
all families in Saskatchewan have access 

inclusive early learning opportunities no 
matter where they live.”

early learning opportunity near you visit 
saskatchewan.ca/residents/family-and-
social-support/community-programs-for-

This increase of $405,000 in funding is 
being provided through the Canada-Sas-
katchewan Bi-Lateral Early Learning and 
Child Care Agreement, 2021-26.

The Canada-Saskatchewan Bilateral 
Early Learning and Child Care Agreement 
was signed on August 13, 2021, for the 

purposes of enhancing the quality of Early 
Years Family Resource Centres, improving 
access to early learning programming in 
rural and small cities and to implement a 
risk-based compliance monitoring system 
for child care for the period April 1, 2022 
to March 31, 2023.
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After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name — 

but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over 

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business 

02/22-80060

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT PARRISHANDHEIMBECKER.COM

80060_PH_2022_HomeGrown_7-125x9-875.indd   1 2022-02-17   12:20 PM

2 miles north on Hwy #8   |   Moosomin, SK   |   info@rpmserviceltd.com

306-435-5800
www.rpmserviceltd.com

PARTS &
SERVICE
Keeping your equipment running
is our top priority.  Our team of 
experts have access to parts and 
are trained for all of your service 
needs - reducing your downtime 
when it matters most.  Whether you 
run a large or small farm, you can 
trust us to provide the service and 
support that your operation needs.

An additional $405,000 for rural
early learning mobile programs

Kobie Hoffmann • 306-696-7152
119 2nd Avenue • Wapella SK

Find us on Google Maps

At Highway 1 Ag Supply, we understand 

supplier who cares for your needs. 
It’s our pleasure to serve Wapella and 

Check out our stock of

semi truck and trailer parts 
 agricultural parts • lubricants 

and more 
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Construct ion Ltd .

306-435-4211306-435-4211
1402 North Front Street • Moosomin, SK 1402 North Front Street • Moosomin, SK 

www.adairsales.comwww.adairsales.com
www.adairconstruction.ca

RENOVATIONS
 & NEW 

CONSTRUCTION
 Farm, 

Residential 
or Commercial

Electric Fence, 
Livestock 
Handling, 

Tags &
 Accessories

Weather Guarded Minerals 
with or without Fly Contol

Free Standing 
Panels & Feeders

CUSTOM 
FENCING
• Chain link

• Barbed Wire
• Page Wire

• Board 
• Vinyl

PET PET 
FOODSFOODS

Watering Watering 
Bowls Bowls 

& Accessories& Accessories

HORSE, POULTRY, SWINE, SHEEP HORSE, POULTRY, SWINE, SHEEP 
& GOAT PRODUCTS, SALT & LICK TUBS& GOAT PRODUCTS, SALT & LICK TUBS

The Saskatchewan Association of Rural 
Municipalities (SARM), alongside their 
member RMs, say they are encouraged by 
the ongoing support for rural Saskatch-
ewan in this provincial budget.

The budget increases total investment 
into the province’s severely strained 
healthcare sector by 6.7%, which is des-
perately needed. Service disruptions, ag-
ing facilities, and the ongoing struggle to 
recruit and retain healthcare staff have 
been further highlighted and are more 
critical than ever. SARM will continue to 
work with the provincial government to 
ensure this new funding and program-
ming reaches rural areas effectively.

The total Municipal Revenue sharing 
pool was increased from just over $262 
million in 2022/23 to $297.9 million in this 
budget. SARM is pleased with the increase, 
recognizing that RMs are a key component 
in driving our economy.  “More funding is 
needed so RMs can continue to provide a 
level of service expected by sectors driv-
ing Saskatchewan’s economy including 
preparing for future growth in the critical 
minerals sector. We are hopeful more can 
be allocated in the near future,” says Ray 
Orb, SARM President.

Funding for rural road and bridge infra-
structure is imperative for RMs to contin-
ue to provide key economic sectors with 
a strategic transportation network that is 
effective and well maintained. “We were 
pleased with the continued investment of 
$15 million for the Rural Integrated Roads 
for Growth (RIRG) program but more is 
needed if we want to revitalize and sus-
tain this critical rural network into the fu-
ture,” says Orb.

Increased funding for Saskatchewan 
farm support programs is also welcome 
news. The province is providing an ad-
ditional 25 percent to further enhance 
programming offered via the Sustainable 
Canadian Agricultural Partnership. “In-
creased support for farmers and ranch-
ers signals to Saskatchewan’s agriculture 

sector that our government will be there 
to assist when they need it,” says Orb. 
“This assurance is critical. It allows our 
agriculture sector to compete on the world 
market with countries like the EU and the 
US, who provide similar supports to their 
industry.” 

SARM says they are also encouraged by 
new and continued funding for crime re-
duction initiatives as well as $8.9 million 
for the Saskatchewan Firearms Program. 
SARM looks forward to meeting with the 
RCMP and provincial government to dis-
cuss how to effectively use this increased 

policing system, many of those in rural 
Saskatchewan. When so much of rural 
Saskatchewan is already underserved, 
SARM is asking for a co-ordinated effort 
between all stakeholders targeting crime 
reduction, one that ensures we aren’t du-
plicating efforts.

Rural broadband is an essential service; 
this is something SARM has been promot-
ing for over a decade. SARM appreciates 
the $412.7 million for the SaskTel 5G and 

-
ment is needed to reach the goal of broad-
band infrastructure parity for all Saskatch-
ewan residents regardless of location.  
Neither people nor industry can thrive in 
rural Saskatchewan without reliable, af-
fordable broadband. It’s often the best op-
tion to access, markets, banking, social ser-
vices, and recently healthcare.  At SARM’s 
most recent convention their members 
highlighted the need for better access for 
rural schools to effectively deliver educa-
tion programming.

SARM says they look forward to work-
ing with the province to provide input on 
what works best for rural Saskatchewan 
as these new budget investments and pro-
grams are implemented.

“They will go a long way to support the 
continued economic growth and liveli-
hood in rural Saskatchewan, and the en-
tire province,” says Orb.

SARM happy with rural
support in provincial budget
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Canada’s agriculture industry is facing 
ever increasing demands with changing 
government policies, market trends and 
environmental influences.

Additional challenges, like the high cost 
of doing business and struggle to access 
more funding, require innovative financial 
advice and solutions.

With decades of experience and extensive 
expertise in the industry, we can help bring 
clarity to producers.

bakertilly.ca

Yorkton
306.783.8531 | yorkton@bakertilly.ca

BY JUSTIN SHEPHERD, FCC SENIOR ECONOMIST
Canadian agriculture faced many challenges in 2022 

but ultimately came out with strong farm cash receipts 

availability of farmland for sale remaining tight, average 

This post investigates land affordability related to the 
timing of purchase which was highly impacted by rising 

-
pare annual land payments against gross revenue gener-
ated by different crop rotations in western and eastern 

farmland is near or at its least affordable level in the last 

Most farmland is purchased with a combination of eq-
uity and debt, and affordability is a matter of land prices, 

-
tive average business interest rate (a weighted average of 

Farmland values and annual payments tend to evolve 
-

start of the year had higher payments relative to land pur-
chased at the end if it had the same purchase price (Figure 

purchases at any time throughout the year would have 

-

higher at the end of 2022 than on similarly priced land at 

generate an estimate of gross revenues for soybean-corn 
-

as a share of gross revenues estimate farmland affordabil-

-
ments as a share of revenues differ mostly because of land 

-
-

-

-

creasing in both provinces over the last decade, but farm-
land values and corresponding payments are appreciat- meaning annual land payments will remain well above 

Exploring farmland affordability trends through purchase timing and crop revenues

Figure 1. Canadian average farmland values vs. aver-
age annual farmland payments

Figure 4. Annual average farmland payments as a per-
centage of gross crop revenue (wheat/canola rotation)

Figure 2. Impact of purchase timing and interest rate 
on annual farmland payment

Figure 3. Annual average farmland payments as a per-
centage of gross crop revenue (corn/soybean rotation)
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Universe 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

We have the parts WWWWee hhhaaavvee ttthhee ppaarrrrtttsss 
you need!yyyoouu nnneeeeeddd!!

Justin Carrier 306.861.7736
j.carrier@eagleoverheadoor.ca
eagleoverheaddoor.ca

Are you waiting on parts or 
don’t know where to get them?
We have two fully outfi tted and stocked service 

trucks serving residential, commercial and agricul-

tural customers since 2020.

• Extensive inventory to get your doors running 

quickly

• 4-6 week lead time on new doors!

• Hundreds of customers served with many re-

turning customers.

Claim your 10CCCllaaiiimm yyooouuurrr 110000%%%%
WITH OUR MAINTENANCE PROGRAM

Contact me today to fi nd out what we can do for 

your doors and your business!

Eagle Overhead Door is Southeast Saskatchewan’s fast-
est growing overhead door company. They key to their 
growth—service.

In 2020, just as the pandemic was starting, Justin Carrier 
and Mickey Grimes, the company’s owners, were tired of 
having to wait weeks, sometimes months to get someone 
to come look at their doors when they would fail. 

So, they decided to start their own venture in the door 
industry. They hired an experienced door technician to 
teach them the ins and outs, the do’s and don’ts and the 
best practices of the door industry.

It didn’t take long for Justin, the working partner in 
the business, to pick it up. After some continued training 
from one of the most experienced people in the door in-
dustry, Eagle Overhead Door was off and running.

-
oors, Eagle can help with any problems you may have 
with your doors.

After three years in business and hundreds of custom-
ers served, Justin says there isn’t much they haven’t seen. 
Your doors are an important part of your home and busi-
ness. They not only add curb appeal to your property but 
also provide security and protection to your vehicles and 

-
ity door and they provide reliable installation, repair, and 
maintenance services in Southeast Saskatchewan, and 
Southwest Manitoba.

Justin says Eagle Overhead Door prides themselves on 
-

tail. They take the time to understand their clients’ needs 
and preferences and provide personalized solutions that 

-
sultations and estimates, ensuring that their clients have 
a clear understanding of the services we provide and the 
costs involved.

Overhead door business operating in Arcola

Justin Carrier, the owner of Eagle Overhead Door in Arcola, left, and Justin Hillier, one of the 
company’s lead technicians, right.

Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St.

Moosomin, SK

Visit Ag News online any time at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news
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Coming Soon to Moosomin

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

SPRING MAINTENANCE

SPECIAL
 OIL & FILTER CHANGE
Includes Filter & up to 9 litres of oil

EXTERIOR WASH 

INSTALL SUMMER TIRES
(On rims) or rotate All-Season Tires

FULL BRAKE SYSTEM 
 INSPECTION

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
 CHECK & REPORT

FULL STEERING 
 & SUSPENSION INSPECTION

CHECK & TOP UP
 FLUID LEVELS

PROVIDE A VEHICLE 
 CONDITION REPORT CARD

$149
95

PLUS APPLICABLE TAXES 
& ENVIRO FEES

1-800-880-4533 • 306-435-3313
CELEBRATIONFORD.COM

1/4 mile south of 

Wawota, Sk on Grid Road #603

306-739-2500
www.moosemountainmeats.com 

info@moosemountainmeats.com 

facebook.com/moosemtnmeats

Manitoba Transportation and Infra-
structure’s Hydrologic Forecast Centre 

Red River and low to moderate risk of 

-

-
-
-

remain below community and individual 

-

-

-

Manitoba Transportation and Infra-
-

cutting and breaking work were not un-

-
version is also anticipated to prevent ice 

-

Nation communities are continuing to 

-
-

Manitoba releases spring flood outlook
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AAC REDSTAR
EARLY MATURING  |  HIGH YIELDING

MR to FHB

Doug Heaman    |    Brittany Vinck

204-748-7666
204-851-2049

Virden, MB
www.clearviewacresltd.com

Wheat
AAC Redstar

SY Torach
AAC Starbuck VB

Bolles
CS Accelerate

Barley
AAC Connect
AAC Churchill

Esma

Oats
CS Camden

The Water Security 
Agency (WSA) released 
the Spring Runoff Report 
for 2023. The information 
gathered in this report is 
based on conditions as they 
were on March 1, 2023.

Moisture conditions 
across southern Saskatch-
ewan were generally dry at 
freeze-up in 2022, particu-
larly on the west side of the 
province where drought 
conditions were preva-
lent. Winter snowfall has 
ranged from below normal 
over much of southwest-
ern Saskatchewan (other 
than a small pocket in the 
extreme southwest south 
of the Cypress Hills where 
the snowpack is well above 
normal), to well above 
normal through much of 
central Saskatchewan. The 
agency does not anticipate 

areas where above normal 
runoff expected, assuming 
near normal conditions go-
ing forward.

Warmer than seasonal 
temperatures resulted in 
near complete melt of the 
snowpack over a large area 
of southern Saskatchewan, 
including areas north of 
the Cypress Hills and 
much of the Old Wives 
Lake Watershed. With vari-
able moisture conditions 
at freeze-up, mid-winter 
melts and a variable snow-
pack, the runoff potential 
for the province also differs 

In the north, near normal 
snowmelt runoff is gener-

ally expected, other than 
an area from Stoney Rapids 
down toward Buffalo Nar-
rows where below normal 
snowmelt runoff is pre-
dicted. In the south, above 
normal snowmelt runoff 
is expected in a band ex-
tending from Lloydminster 
east to the border, due to 
well above normal snow-
pack. Below to well below 
normal snowmelt runoff 
is expected over much of 
southwest and southcen-
tral Saskatchewan. The 
exception is south of the 
Cypress Hills where, with 
a heavy snowpack, above 
normal snowmelt runoff is 
expected.

It is important to note 
that this forecast is based 
on conditions as of March 
1. Above normal snowfall 
over the next month could 
still produce near normal 
runoff over areas where be-
low or well below normal 
snowmelt runoff is expect-
ed, particularly if it melts 
quickly.

In areas where below or 
well below normal snow-
melt runoff is expected, 
some water supply con-
cerns may emerge or in-
tensify. For instance, irri-
gation water supply in the 
Bigstick Lake Basin near 
Maple Creek is expected to 
experience a third consecu-
tive year of shortages.

The differences between 
the preliminary runoff 
map issued in early Febru-
ary and the current map is 
the inclusion of data from 
late-February snow sur-
veys, measuring snowpack 
water content. With the 

information, there is much 

current runoff potential 
outlook.

WSA monitors con-
ditions throughout the 
spring melt and provide 
updates as situations de-
velop. The next spring run-
off forecast will be issued 
in early April, available on 
wsask.ca.

Above average 
runoff predicted

The WSA’s spring runoff potential map. Above normal runoff is ex-
pected in much of Southeast Saskatchewan.

CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

Saluting all our local producers and 
wishing you a successful year ahead!



BY NICOLE GOLDSWORTHY,
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Tim Lockhart has made it his passion to 

photograph as many prairie grain eleva-

Lockhart was born and raised in Alber-
ta and his dad was a manager at an Old 

-
elled with his father he gained a passion 
for grain elevators as each small town they 

About two and half years ago, he saw 

-
cided to start documenting as many as he 

-
-

Once Lockhart started to document all 
of the elevators, he created a Facebook 

-
toba Grain Elevators, which has just under 

have been taken to conserve the history 

elevators in no particular order as the 

-
tions that these are all very rare as two of 

-

in saving these elevators that seem to be 

have turned them into studios for bands 

some have been renovated so that they are 

Lockhart found out that the oldest ele-
vator in Canada was located at Elva (1897) 
and made the journey to see this elevator 

Lockhart says he is happy to see so 
many elevator enthusiasts use his page 

as a means of sharing photos and his-
tory behind each elevator—a great re-
source for anyone interested in learning 
and seeing all the different types of el-
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An elevator at Humboldt. Photo by Mark Zulkoskey from Tim Lock-
hart’s Facebook page on prairie elevators.

1604 Park Ave.  |  Moosomin, SK

306-435-3866
ROCKYMTN.COM

Universe 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Lots of EZGO Golf Carts in stock!

www.universesatellite.com              1-306-645-2669www.universesatellite.com              1-306-645-2669

Photographer captures grain elevator
images as they fade away on the prairies



 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, March 27, 2023B14

Learn more at timetodigdeeper.com

#TIMETODIGDEEPER

Yet, one-sided Canada
only extra costs are 
making it increasingly

Scan the QR Code with 
your mobile phone to visit 
the website

Producing more potash 
in Canada is better for 
the world—and you.

Fewer emissions

Billions of dollars for 
our economy

More jobs

It’s time to dig deeper. 

Dig Deeper_Print Ad_Full-Page_10.25x14_FINAL.indd   1 2020-10-27   1:59 PM
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We will buy your  
cattle direct off farm

 One of the biggest licensed bonded order  
 buyers in Canada.

 Respected and trusted for 40 years
 Customers across Canada and the U.S.  

 giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all  
 qualities and classes of cattle

 Never charge selling fees, which means more  
 profit per head (up to $25/head over selling  
 at Auction)

 Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book  

them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:

 Jason: 306-435-7767         Matt: 306-728-1582 
 John: 306-434-7778 Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin  

on Hwy #1
Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)

BY MIRANDA LEYBOURNE,
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
From the ruggedly beautiful shores of 

Lake Athabasca in northern Saskatchewan 
to the softly undulating, grassy landscape 
in the southern part of that province, Erica 

has taken her all over the Prairies.
Alex grew up on a farm near Minnedo-

sa, 52 kilometres north of Brandon, and 
now lives in Saskatoon, where she is 
studying environmental biology at the 
University of Saskatchewan. She’ll be 
back in western Manitoba on Feb. 24 to 
deliver a presentation on her adventures 

Crediting her childhood on the farm 
for sparking her interest in conservation, 
Alex became fascinated by birds when she 
was around eight years old.

“I spent so much time outside in my 
childhood,” she said. “My grandfather 
was very much interested in nature and 
birds.”

Beginning her lifelong love of winged 
creatures with a Christmas bird count, 

who shared her passion. Eventually, she 
served on the executive board for Friends 
of the Bluebirds, an organization dedicat-
ed to the conservation of the species.

In addition to being a student, Alex 
now works for Birds Canada, the coun-
try’s only national organization dedicated 
to bird conservation.

Spending her summers working as a 

ing data for the organization along with 
her studies has been a dream come true, 
she said. Alex’s job also involves counting 
and identifying different types of birds in 

and habitats. The data is then used to gen-
erate information on abundance, density, 
distribution and diversity among bird 

populations.
“It just seemed like the absolute coolest 

way to spend my life and get to work. It 
doesn’t feel like work at all,” Alex said. “I 
have loved every minute of it. It just gets 
better all the time.”

ern Canada, especially in Saskatchewan, 
where she has worked in remote boreal 
forests, expansive grasslands, on the 
shores of rocky lakes and across vast sand 
dunes. One of her favourite jobs, she said, 
was working as a boreal technician in 
northern Saskatchewan.

“I spent a week camping along the 
south shore of Lake Athabasca, which is 
a huge lake in the … northwest corner of 
the province,” she said. “It has the Atha-
basca sand dunes, which is the largest ac-
tive dunes in Canada … it was just really, 
really incredible.”

The time she spent at Lake Athabasca 
will be one of the highlights of her talk, 
which is taking place at the Brodie Build-
ing at Brandon University and online 
via Zoom. Alex said she’s thrilled at the 
prospect of sharing her story. Her advice 
to anyone wanting to get involved in the 
world of conservation, whether to pursue 
it as a career or get involved as a hobby, is 
to get out into nature—even stepping out 
one’s backdoor can open up a whole new 
world, she said.

“Parents showing their kids some of the 
really cool stuff that exists in nature can 

go a long way in developing that inter-
est.”

To turn an interest in nature into a ca-
reer, Alex recommends reading books, 
watching movies and talking with as 
many knowledgeable people as one can.

“The biggest thing [is] … just taking the 
time to learn as much as you can and meet 
people and make connections.”

master’s degree at some point after she 
graduates, Alex said she could also see 
herself taking a break from studying to 

that seems to be constantly changing.
One of the most interesting things Alex 

is utilizing in her work is called bioacous-
tics, the investigation of how animals pro-
duce, disperse and receive sound.

ing birdsong. This winter, Alex has been 
going through those recordings and iden-
tifying the birds featured in them.

cial intelligence being able to automatical-
ly process those recordings, so there’s go-
ing to be some really cool advancements 
in that technology in the next few years.”

Alex has also partnered with pasture 
managers and private landowners to sur-
vey for birds on their land through a bird 
monitoring project. Through the project, 

Birds Canada is working to support pro-
ducers in making their practices more bio-

Being able to work with producers is 

“My family has an ag background. I 
grew up in rural Manitoba, where that’s 
such a prevalent activity. And so being 
able to kind of bridge science and conser-
vation with the ag industry has been su-
per rewarding … I really love that part.”

Over the past few years, Alex has no-
ticed that many farmers in the Prairies are 
becoming more and more concerned with 
conserving biodiversity.

“Agriculture relies on the environment 
being a healthy, functioning system, and 
without biodiversity, that system becomes 
really weak.”

Alex is also looking forward to talk-

she didn’t hesitate long before decid-
ing on the great grey owl, also called the 

its genus to be found in both the Eastern 

“Owls are so amazing. They’re noctur-
nal, they have amazing hearing and eye-

such a mysterious bird,” Alex said, add-
ing it took her a while before she was able 

it was just such a magical moment, not 
one that I will ever forget.”

The bird that makes her favourite call, 
however, is the common loon.

“It takes me back to summers on Clear 

when I hear it, that’s what I think of.”

Field biologist shares passion for conservation
“Agriculture relies on the environment being a 

healthy, functioning system, and without biodi-

versity, that system becomes really weak.”

—Erica Alex

 We have an excellent team 
to serve you in our parts and 
service departments

 Fully trained technicians 
 providing computer 
 dianostics and repairs to all 

makes and models of 
 highway trucks and farm 

equipment

 SGI accredited repair facility

 We perform safety 
inspections

 We carry a large selection 
of heavy truck & trailer parts 
and full line of 49 North 
Lubricant products

 Heavy duty towing and trans-
port with several units ready 
to be dispatched

 If you require Oxygen, 
Acetylene, Mig Mix, Helium 
or Nitrogen we are now an

WE OFFER: 
• Fully stocked parts 
 department for all your 
 heavy truck & trailer parts

 • Light duty winching,   
 towing and hauling with   
 our mobile car hauler
• Highway truck & tractor   
 repairs
• Emergency tire repairs
• Laser wheel alignment
• Used truck & trailer sales
• New grain trailers & 
 boxes for sale
• Welding services & 
 fabrication

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS, 7 DAYS A WEEK!
CELL: 306-435-9585

Located at the Junction of Highways #1 & #8 North, Moosomin, SK

ACKLANDS GAS 
DISTRIBUTOR

Give us a call for more information!

Visit Ag News online any time at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news
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Former APAS President Todd Lewis named 1st
Vice-President of Canadian Federation of Agriculture

The Canadian Federation of Agricul-
ture (CFA) has announced their execu-
tive has been acclaimed for 2023.

Keith Currie of the Ontario Federation 
of Agriculture has been acclaimed Presi-
dent, and Past President of the Agricul-
tural Producers Association of Saskatch-
ewan (APAS) Todd Lewis was acclaimed 
1st Vice-President. Pierre Lampron of the 
Dairy Farmers of Canada joins the execu-
tive as the acclaimed 2nd Vice-President. 

“It’s an honour to work on behalf of 
Saskatchewan’s farmers at the national 
stage,” Lewis said. “Saskatchewan’s 
leadership in Canadian agriculture is 

dynamic, growing, and evolving. We are 
innovation and environmental leaders in 
our farm management practices and rep-
resenting Saskatchewan’s perspective 
on the national stage is tremendously 
important and I am deeply humbled to 
have been chosen.” 

“Todd is a tireless advocate for Sas-
katchewan farm interests at the national 
table,” APAS President Ian Boxall added. 
“He listens intently to all perspectives 
and passionately provides his view on 
every issue always looking for a solution 
that works. He is an incredible mentor to 
our APAS Board and we look forward to 

continuing working with Todd to ensure 
Saskatchewan solutions are heard and 
considered nationally.”

APAS proposed seven resolutions to 
the CFA Annual General Meeting in 
Ottawa. All seven of them passed with 
over 90 per cent support from CFA mem-
bership. One of those resolutions in-
cludes calling on the CFA to work with 
member organizations to examine and 
support the development of a national 
cost-shared insurance programming for 
livestock, including the potential devel-
opment of a cow/calf production insur-
ance program.

APAS Livestock Summit looking to find
solutions to challenges facing producers

In response to requests from Agricultural Producers 
Association of Saskatchewan (APAS) members over 
the past year, APAS is hosting a Livestock Summit at 
the Saskatoon Inn on April 5 to bring together aca-
demics, producers, and industry to help identify solu-
tions to the current circumstances impacting livestock 
producers —including cattle, bison, and sheep.

“Livestock production is a vital part of Saskatch-
ewan’s agricultural landscape,” APAS President Ian 
Boxall said. “Our members have been raising alarms 
about the future of this sector in our province, as pro-
ducers have struggled over the past number of years 
with the impacts of drought, rising production costs, 
and large spreads between farmgate and retail prices. 

Representatives at our General Meeting in December 
passed a resolution for APAS to bring together stake-

Saskatchewan is the second largest cattle producing 
province in Canada and is home to more than a third 
of the country’s native and tame pastureland. Accord-
ing to the latest Statistics Canada reports, however, the 
provincial cattle herd has decreased by approximately 
90,000 head since January 2021. Land that is best suited 
for livestock production is at risk of being converted 
to cropland, which creates further challenges for the 
long-term success and future viability of the sector.

The APAS livestock summit will look at the factors 
causing the trends as well as policy and program op-

tions to help promote future success. These include 
recognition of livestock’s positive ecological and en-
vironmental contribution, improvements to business 
risk management programs, and work being done 
currently to process and market livestock from Sas-
katchewan.

“Success for livestock producers means success 
across the province,” says Boxall. “The more agricul-
tural groups work together to focus our efforts and 
support each other, the more we can accomplish. At 
the end of the day, we all want success for agricultural 
producers.”

Registration for the livestock summit is now open. 
Visit apas.ca/policy/livestocksummit to register.

Tree Removal
Pruning

Stump Grinding
Yard Cleanup

Hedge Trimming

306-608-TREE  
(306-608-8733)

DK Tree Removal  
&  Maintenance

20     19 BORDER TRUCK & 
TRAILER REPAIR

SGI Approved Safety 
Inspection Station
FOR HEAVY TRUCKS & TRAILERS

• Repairs on Trucks & Trailers
• Lubricants & Parts Sales

TO BOOK AN 
APPOINTMENT CALL 

306-435-2422
CELL: 306-435-7339

24 HOUR TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE 
PARTS DEALER

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE

• SAFETY INSPECTION 
& REPAIR SHOP
• FULL LINE OF 

TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

(204) 522-8451
HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MB

Todd Lewis

714 Main Street

Moosomin, SK   S0G 3N0

306.435.2445

world_spectator@sasktel.net

www.world-spectator.com

QR Code
Business Cards
AVAILABLE AT THE WORLD-SPECTATOR

Have your cards designed with a QR Code that will put your contact

information right onto your  customers’ phones and into their contacts!
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“Rooted” by author Lewellyn Melnyk takes a 
close look at mental health and living in a small 
town, and how people can stay healthy in their 
communities.

HEALTH CARE COOK MOOSOMIN

ELECTRICIAN PROGRAM MOOSOMIN

CONTINUING CARE ASSISTANT WHITEWOOD

EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION-YEAR 1 WHITEWOOD

For more information or to register, visit www.southeastcollege.org or call 1-866-999-7372

Grain & Fertilizer Transport
RANDAL FATTEICHER

Bus. Cell: 306-496-7828   |   Cell: 306-743-7828 
boundary trucking@sasktel.net

BY MIRANDA LEYBOURNE, 
LOCAL JOURNALISM

INITIATIVE REPORTER
The joys and trials of liv-

ing in a small farming com-
munity, and how both can 
play a role in one’s mental 
health, is the idea behind 
Westman author Lewellyn 
Melnyk’s new book.

Melnyk grew up on a 
grain farm north of Russell, 
140 kilometres northwest 
of Brandon. After work-
ing as a journalist at CKX 
television in Brandon, Mel-
nyk eventually returned 
to agriculture. She now 
farms with her husband in 
Angusville, 162 kilometres 
northwest of Brandon.

Although Melnyk’s pas-
sion for writing never di-
minished even after her ca-
reer switch, it wasn’t until 
she’d come through a par-

anxiety and depression—
which she said she’d suf-
fered from since she was 12 
years old—that she thought 
about writing a book.

“I didn’t write that much 
until recently, and I really, 
really missed it, because 
when I was in journalism, 
I really enjoyed it. I kind of 
had a calling on my heart to 
share my story, and so I de-
cided that my skill should 
get put to work again. So 
I sat down and decided I 
was going to write.”

“Rooted”—part self-
help book, part memoir—
not only tells the story of 
Melnyk’s personal mental 
health journey, but offers 
warm understanding and 

themselves struggling.
Melnyk’s inspiration to 

write about mental health 
wasn’t based solely on her 
own path. Having lost a 
friend to mental illness in 
2020, she believes sharing 
about mental health issues 
and what has helped her 
could possibly be of help to 
others as well.

“I wanted to write about 
mental health and some 
tips, kind of make a guide-
book for people … about 
how to stay healthy, just 
because I had learned so 
much,” she said.

But deciding to write 
and publish a book during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
wasn’t easy. Melnyk, also a 

mother, put the project on 
the backburner for a couple 
of months before she was 
able to return her focus to 

endeavour took her about 
three years.

It’s also not always easy 
to write about such sen-
sitive subjects as mental 
health, but Melnyk’s desire 
to positively affect people 
and her hope to foster bet-
ter mental health for rural 
Manitobans is what kept 
her going, she said.

about, no doubt, but that’s 
why I did it, because I think 
it will help people.”

When Melnyk was diag-
nosed with depression at 
the age of 12, there weren’t 
a lot of options for treat-
ment or support, even 
though her parents made a 
concerted effort to help her. 
Thankfully, they were able 
to work with a pediatrician, 
and Melnyk found creative 
outlets to help her cope.

“I did lean on friends, 
and my writing and mu-
sic.”

The Anxiety Disorders 
Association of Manitoba 
says that one in four people 
will experience an anxiety 
disorder in their lifetime. 
For Melnyk, hers showed 
up in her 30s, when her 
children were very young. 
She began having panic at-
tacks and was experiencing 

getting the all-clear on a 
physical level from her doc-
tor, eventually Melnyk real-
ized that anxiety was the 
cause of her suffering. And 
though that put a name to 
her problem, it didn’t ini-
tially help her, she said.

“I was told, ‘it’s just anxi-
ety.’ And that word ‘just’ 
is kind of heartbreaking 
when somebody tells you 
that because it’s not a good 
feeling to have panic at-
tacks, not a good feeling to 
deal with anxiety. And to 

a doctor telling you to go 
Google stuff was not help-
ful to me.”

Although her experi-
ence with the doctor she 
was seeing at the time 
was disheartening, Mel-
nyk soon took her healing 
into her own hands. She 
began reading books and 

researching anxiety, which 
could be enlightening and 
defeating in turn. In “Root-
ed,” Melnyk hopes she’ll be 
able to streamline the pro-
cess for others.

The book lays out how 
she found the resources 
that helped her, but also 
relies on experts who share 
their experience in treating 
anxiety, other mood disor-
ders and mental health is-
sues.

It was incredibly impor-
tant for Melnyk to show 
people what it looks like 
to be dealing with anxiety 
and depression, including 
tips on how to manage it 
and her favourite coping 
skills.

“I am not a doctor and 
I am not a health profes-
sional, but I have lived it, 
and those lived experiences 
hold value for other peo-
ple who are maybe going 
through the same thing,” 
she said.

Living in a small com-
munity, where everyone 
knows each other and gos-

-
ple human nature, can be 
intimidating when faced 
with any kind of a chal-
lenge, Melnyk said. But at 
the same time, it’s that very 
interconnectedness that 
makes rural living so help-
ful for seeking support to 
overcome issues.

Continued on Page B25 

Author sheds light on mental health journey

Universe 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com
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wallace-woodworth.com   |   204-748-1239   |   info@wallace-woodworth.com

Celebrating
our Rural Communities

ALWAYS KNOW 
WHAT’S 

BELOW
CLICKING or CALLING before you 
dig costs nothing. Not CLICKING
or CALLING could cost you and 

your neighbours everything!
The Saskatchewan Common Ground Alliance and 
Sask 1st Call reminds everyone to request a locate for 
underground utility lines to be marked prior to any 
ground disturbance like digging.

NEW FOR 2023: 
Maintained locate markings are valid for 30 days.

ALWAYS DIG SAFE!

www.scga.ca www.sask1stcall.com

The Saskatchewan As-
sociation of Rural Munici-
palities (SARM), along 
with member RMs, said 
in a press release recently 
that they are concerned 
for the future of livestock 
producers operating in 
the province due to vet-
erinarian shortages, low 

premiums and year-over-
year drought.

“Cattle producers have 
been struggling with feed 
concerns due to ongo-
ing drought and it has 
taken its toll on the prof-
itability of producers,” 
SARM president Ray Orb 
said in the press release. 
“Alongside the feed con-
cern, young ranchers are 
struggling to get into the 

-

prices and little to no risk 
management support.”

Saskatchewan ranchers 
are heading into one of 
the most important sea-
sons, calving, and are con-
cerned about the shortage 
of rural veterinarians. 
Livestock producers need 
the support of nearby vet-
erinarians for the health 
and safety of their herds 
and the longevity of their 
stock.

“Can we put incen-
tives in place to attract 
veterinarians to consider 
opening clinics in our 
rural communities? Let’s 
start offering opportuni-
ties for youth entering the 

province,” Orb said. “The 
lack of veterinarians is a 
chronic concern for pro-

ducers who are being left 
to travel great distances 

-
during additional costs 
for mobile vet appoint-
ments. We just don’t have 
enough services for our 
livestock industry.”

The Saskatchewan 
Cattlemen’s Association 
(SCA) also has concerns 
about the lack of veteri-
narians, among other is-
sues.  SCA board chair 
Keith Day said they plan 
to work with SARM to 
make sure those issues 
are addressed.

“The agriculture sec-
tor is fundamental to 
the growth of Saskatch-

ewan’s economy, and the 
livestock sector needs to 
be recognized for the out-
sized role it plays in pro-
tecting our environment 
while providing quality 
protein for a world facing 
a food crisis,” Day said.

Jeffrey Yorga, 1st Vice 
President Saskatchewan 
Stock Growers Associa-
tion (SSGA) said the last 

-
posed some cracks in the 
business of cattle. He said 
the lack of business risk 
management tools, lack of 
pricing transparency, and 

producers has threatened 
-

ewan’s beef industry.
“Economics has sped 

the decline in cattle num-
bers,” Yorga said. “As 
well, the relative econom-
ic success in other sectors 
has turned the land from 
grass to annual crops, 
ensuring that the cows 
won’t return.

“While all indications 
point to better days ahead 
for producers who re-
main, the SSGA welcomes 
all industry partners to 
continue to work together 

got us here so that when 
these situations arise the 
industry is more resilient 
and able to operate on 

the same footing as other 
commodity producers,” 
he added.

SARM, SCA, and SSGA 

solutions and immediate 
support for the ranch-
ers that make up a large 
portion of rural Saskatch-
ewan. They said they 
want to see producers 
grow and succeed and to 
do this need support with 
better risk management 
programs, more rural vet 
clinics, irrigation, and 
consideration for a joint 
effort from our provincial 
and federal governments 
in cost-sharing premi-
ums.

SARM, SCA, and SSGA 
continue to call for ac-
tion in support of cattle 
producers and push for 
discussions with the pro-
vincial government, del-
egates, and producers.

SARM and cattle groups call for support

“Cattle producers have been struggling with feed concerns due to ongoing drought and it has 
taken its toll on the profitability of producers,” SARM president Ray Orb said.

SPECIALIZINGING IN: 
Road Building  •  Road Repair • Land Clearing 

Site Building • Lease Building • Dugouts

C.K. Construction 
& Repairs Ltd.
Cell: 306-435-6047

Office: 306-608-9149
CKconstruction@rfnow.com



Monday, March 27, 2023 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. B19

The 2023-24 provincial budget supports a 
strong and growing economy by amplifying 
Saskatchewan’s presence in international 
markets to increase trade and investment 
opportunities, which in turn creates more 
jobs here at home.

“This budget is exactly what we need to 
continue leading the nation in economic 
development,” Trade and Export Develop-
ment Minister Jeremy Harrison said. “Here 
at home, we’re fostering a competitive busi-
ness environment that rivals any jurisdic-
tion in Canada, and the positive economic 
impacts we’ve seen show we’re on the right 
path. 

“Internationally, continuing to develop 
Saskatchewan’s trade and investment in-
terests while strengthening existing part-

-
katchewan residents. As a province that is 

dependent on exports, this work is invalu-
able to growing our economy and creating 
jobs.”

Saskatchewan will open a new interna-

world’s fourth largest economy. With the 

trade network, Saskatchewan will have nine 

Japan, Mexico, Singapore, the United Arab 
Emirates, the United Kingdom and Viet-
nam, as well as a dedicated US Relations 
Branch within the Ministry of Trade and 
Export Development here in Saskatchewan. 

closely with Saskatchewan exporters, are 
paying off,” Harrison said. “Saskatchewan’s 
merchandise exports rose from $37.0 billion 
in 2021 to $52.4 billion in 2022—an increase 
of 41.6 per cent. More exports abroad means 

more jobs here at home.  
“More exports, more investment, more 

jobs. That’s growth that works for every-
one.”

Direct air connectivity between Saskatoon 
and the U.S. will support economic growth 
in the province. Budget 2023-24 provides up 
to $2.2 million through a Minimum Revenue 

-
-

ing will increase options for the province’s 
business community, recreational travel 
for residents and support provincial tour-

ism. Similar resources are also available to 
Regina’s Airport Authority to support their 

city as well.
Budget 2023-24 provides continued sup-

port to advance economic reconciliation 
through the Saskatchewan Indigenous 
Investment Finance Corporation (SIIFC). 
Launched in 2022, the SIIFC will offer up 
to $75 million in loan guarantees to support 
Indigenous-equity ownership of major proj-
ects in mining, energy, oil and gas, forestry 
and value-added agriculture.

FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS

27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

HUGEHUGEFurniture Sale
Furniture SaleApril 11-15

HUGE MATTRESS EVENT 

ALL IN 
STOCK & 
ORDERS

PLACE YOUR ORDER
AT SALE PRICES

30 MODELS TO 
CHOOSE FROM April 1-30

.drrobertkitchen.ca

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

As farmers gear up for 
the busy spring season, 
be diligent and stay safe.

Budget 2023:

Increased investment in international trade

BIG DOG SEEDS INC.
OXBOW, SKSPRING WHEAT: 

AAC Brandon, AAC Alida VB, AAC Leroy VB, 
SK Rush, AAC Starbuck VB
WINTER WHEAT: 
FLAX: CDC Rowland
PEAS: CDC Forest
LENTILS: CDC Simmie CL
CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS: 
(Non GMO, not glyphosate tolerant) 
OAC Prudence

bigdog.farm@sasktel.net | 306.483.2963
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FARM EQUIPMENT ONLINE AUCTION
Thursday, April 20th at 8:00am - Monday, April 24th at 10:00am

Marilyn Zimmerman & The Estate of Stanley Zimmerman
Estevan, SK    Contact: 306-487-7815

From Estevan, 16 miles North on HWY 47, 2 miles East on HWY 361, 2 miles South

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID
visit www.mackauctioncompany.com
or phone 306-421-2097

UPCOMING 
TIMED ONLINE

AUCTIONS
LOOKING TO BUY SOME LAND OR 

FARM EQUIPMENT?
LAND 

ONLINE AUCTION
Saturday, April 1st at 8:00am -  

Wednesday, April 5th at 10:00am

Wayne & Rodney McLeod
Tribune/Maxim, SK

Contact: WAYNE 306-456-2465 or 
RODNEY 306-891-9256

SE-20-04-1S-W2 & NE-17-04-1S-W2

LAND
 ONLINE AUCTION

Saturday, April 8st at 8:00am  -
Wednesday, April 12th at 10:00am

Barry Olney
RM of Mount Pleasant #2 Carievale, SK

CONTACT: 306-421-1495; 1 MILE WEST & 

1 MILE SOUTH OF CARIEVALE

FARM EQUIPMENT
ONLINE AUCTION

Saturday, April 9th at 8:00am  -
Thursday, April 13th at 10:00am

McEwen Acres LTD.
Ross & Eileen McEwen

Francis, SK
Contact: 306-245-3299 or 306-537-6276
FROM FRANCIS 16 KM EAST ON GRID 708 & 1 KM NORTH

FARM & LIVESTOCK
EQUIPMENT

ONLINE AUCTION
Saturday, April 15th at 8:00am  -

Wednesday, April 19th at 10:00am

Brian & Mariette Arthur
Storthoaks, SK

Contact: 306-452-8838

FARM EQUIPMENT
ONLINE AUCTION

Wednesday, April 12th at 8:00am  -
Sunday, April 16th at 10:00am

Ron & Norma Luhning
Lumsden, SK

Contact: 306-731-2889 or
 306-536-1520

From Lumsden 6 km West on HWY 11 

PL. 311962 Follow Us on Facebook

TIMED ONLINE FARM & 
LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT
Saturday, April 22nd at 8:00am  -

Wednesday, April 26th at 10:00am

GWB FARMS LTD. (Greg Brown)
Bengough, SK

Contact: 306-268-7813

LAND AUCTION & 
OIL SERVICE REVENUE
TIMED ONLINE AUCTION

Thursday, April 13th at 8:00am  -
Monday, April 17th at 10:00am

RM of Mount Pleasant #2 Carnduff, SK
Contact: 306-421-2928

FARM EQUIPMENT
ONLINE AUCTION

Monday, April 17th at 8:00am  -
Friday, April 21th at 10:00am

Ross & Melody David 
(R&M David Farm LTD.) Ogema, SK
Contact: 306-459-7436 or 306-459-2738

From Junction HWY #6 & HWY #13 
12 km West to RR 2212, 3.2 km South, 

1.6 km West and North to Yard




