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At Man-Sask auctioneering competition:

Ty Cutler wins Rookie Buckle

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Ty Cutler grew ui watching his dad
auctioneer, and must have learned well, as
he took home the Rookie Buckle from the
Man-Sask Auctioneering Competition in
Virden March 22.

Ty’s dad, Ward Cutler, was emcee for
the awards.

“It was emotional for both of us,” Ty
says. “He’s up there and he explains what
the Rookie Buckle is and he says, “Yeah I
know the champion this year,” and all of a
sudden I could tell that he’s fighting back
the tears.

“Ididn’t think that I was going to win so
I wasn’t really paying attention and then
all of sudden he says, “The guy from Moo-
somin, Saskatchewan.”

“Then he said my name and he was try-
ing not to cry. So I'went up there and I'm
not really a guy to cry much but when I
saw him tearing up, then I damn near did
too. T had a tough time making my speech
just because I was so shocked and then
seeing how happy he was. It made me
pretty happy too.”

Ty says he grew up watching his dad
auctioneer.

“I grew up going with my dad to sales
all the time, so whenever I was with him
TI'd beg him not to take me to daycare, and
if the sales weren’t going to be too big or
too long, then he’d let me come with him.
So I'd sit up there with him and put my
cowboy hat on. I kind of wanted to do
it when I was a kid and then I got busy
working and never really thought about it
for a while.

“Then last February I was at the Wapella
Wildlife Supper and Hugh Garrett asked
me if I would give him a hand selling. I
had never done it before but I was like, ‘I
could probably help,” so I went up there
and made out okay for never doing it.
Then all of a sudden people just kept ask-
ing me to do these little fundraisers and all
of sudden there’s this competition coming
up and a guy by the name of Rick Wright
convinced me to enter, but I had never
sold cattle. So I talked to Gene and Rhett
Parks at Whitewood Livestock and they
let me come and sell a few there. Then T
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Ty Cutler with his father Ward Cutler at the Man-Sask Auctioneering

Competition on March 22. Ty grew up watching his dad auctioneer, and
won the Rookie Buckle at the competition.
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went to that competition and I’ve been do-
ing it since, just as much as I can.”

Ty started selling cattle at Whitewood
Livestock in February of last year, and
went to his first competition in April. He
then went to Auctioneer School in June.

He said he enjoys all the events he auc-
tioneers at.

“1 sell cattle in Whitewood, so the guys’
feeder cattle and the calves that they raise.
They bring them in and I sell them or
sometimes they have bred cow sales and
I sell the bred cows. Other than that I do
wildlife suppers and all sorts of different
fundraisers—I've got a ladies’ night com-
ing up. The fundraisers are pretty fun usu-
ally and always a good time. Hopefully I
can start doing some purebred cattle sales
because they're a little bit bigger deal, the
cattle go for higher prices.”

He said auctioneering is a lot of fun.

“The fun part is I like selling things
and making people happy, like the own-
ers if it's a cattle sale, or the group if it's
a fundraiser. There’s not much better than
when someone comes up to you and says,
‘Thanks for doing such a great job.” When
you're selling cattle that's someone’s life.
They worked all year to get those cattle as
good as they were and so that’s a big day
for them. If you don’t market the cow good
enough or if you don’t care, then you're
not going to make them very happy and
that’s the point of your job, to sell what
you're selling for the highest you can get.

“Tjust like the idea of it and the competi-
tions are fun. The cattle industry is a great
industry.

“Sometimes it’s just tough learning how
to do it. There’s good and bad days, and
it’s tough say, when you don’t have a lot of
bidders. But I don’t have too many things
that I don’t like about it.”

What it takes

Ty says there is a lot to being a good auc-
tioneer.

“You have to be good at talking into a
microphone, obviously, and the more con-
fident you are, the better. There’s the chant
as they call it.

Continued on page 6 v=

Flowers! Flowers!
FLOWERS!!

Don'’t miss ordering for these
important dates:

Administrative Professionals Week:

April 24t
The week of Mother’s Day:
May 6 - May 12t

.ﬂﬂv@@ KNOWIWEIDELIVER? |
TO ORDER FLOWERS, CALL 306-435-2977

[ f] -IN ST. | MOOSOMIN, SK | 306+435:2977
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TV SERVICE

www.facebook.com/glasserstv | www.glasserstv.com

Monday - Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Moosomin, SK | (306) 435-3040

WE DO SECURITY
INSTALLS FOR

PLEASE CALL FOR A
CONSULTATION

306-435-3040
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IJACK

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Moosomin’s Airport Ex-
pansion Project has taken
a huge step closer to its
fundraising goal with a
$500,000 contribution from
TJACK.

The $10.6 million air-
port expansion has been
divided into four quarters
for fundraising, with the
provincial government,
local municipalities, Nu-
trien, and local businesses
each being responsible for
one-quarter of the cost, or
$2,650,000.

The province, Nutrien,
and municipalities are at
or near the target, and the
fourth stage of the fund-
raising campaign focuses
on local businesses.

The contribution from
IJACK is the largest in the
final stage of fundraising.
Dan McCarthy of IJACK
said he decided to make
the contribution after hear-
ing about the benefits of
the CT Scanner.

“I'knew it was an impor-
tant project for the commu-
nity, but after talking with
Jeff St. Onge and Dr. Van,
I realized just how impor-
tant it is,” he said.

“It's important for health
care, and it will lead to a lot
of future growth. It's worth
investing in.”

He said he believes the
most important benefit of
the airport expansion proj-
ect will be the impact on
the long-term growth of
the community.

McCarthy said it feels
great to be able to help out
the airport project.

“Oh, it's pretty special,
for sure,” he said. “It feels
good to be able to help out
and make a difference for

DATE TIME ACTIVITY
° Wednesday, April 10 |7 pm-9 pm Painting with Martin Penfold

Friday, April 12 6 pm-9 pm Card Making with Pamela Wushke
pmlrlg Saturday, April 13 9am-12 pm Oil Painting with Easy Art Valley View Studio

) _j DAY Sunday, April 14 1pm-3pm Beading Basics with Chad Pelletier

A‘p'_‘i_lk gsJ = 277,} gogﬁ Mlll!j =) E sj-l Z" sja Monday, April 15 9am-3pm Prairieland Art Group
T FREE]Coffee)§Goodies) @Msg@ﬂgmﬂ 7 pm-9pm Open Studio
Pol & Baskel slu"ers' Benuing Plal\“s‘ Herns' Baskels' Wednesday, April 17 |7 pm-9 pm Macrame Wall Hanging with Chelsea Doane
Friday, April 19 6:30 pm - 8 pm Adult & Teen Alcohol ink with Lyla Smart

Vegetable Plants, Perennials, Climbing Vines, House Plants,
Succulents, Garden Seeds, Fertilizer, Soil,
Pots and Trees & Shrubs.

Email to get your FREE Greenhouse Catalogue!

Cornucopia Country Grocery
® Our own fresh vegetables, weekly veggie box.
® Prarie products: Eggs, Cheese, Butter, Ice Cream, Honey,

Flour.

® Frozen Beef, Pork, Chicken & Bison
* fresh Baking on Fridays at noon.

www.cornucopiagardens.ca

y Call/Text 306-434-8400 | info@cornucopiagardens.ca | 2 miles south of Rocanville on #8 Highway

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
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IJACK presented a cheque for $500,000 recently for the Moosomin Airport Expansion project. From left are Graham
Mannle, Richie Barry, and Dan McCarthy of IJACK, and Kendra Lawrence, Jeff St. Onge and Dr. Van of the Airport Com-

mittee.
something like this.”

$500,000
makes an
impact

RM of Moosomin admin-
istrator Kendra Lawrence
says the contribution from
IJACK makes a big differ-
ence.

“We’ve been working on
this a long time and getting
this contribution brings
the finish line a lot closer,”

she said. “It pushes it a lot
closer to the end. We're
not there yet—there’s still
lots of work to do, but this
brings us closer. The con-
tributions are coming in re-
ally good, but you always
need that one person to
step up and say, ‘I believe
in the project,” and to think
it’s really worthwhile. That
helps everyone else see the
value.”

Jeff St. Onge has been

(Cornucopia

‘dGarden‘s'

Quality Vegetabl

, Fruits & Flowers

part of the group pushing
for the airport expansion
since it started. He said the
contribution from IJACK
means a lot.

“It's been amazing to see
how the whole community
has got behind this, and
every step of the way I've
been encouraged to see
the support, to see what
kind of community this is.
But this one—I just don’t
know what to say. When

you look and you see Dan
and Olga’s contribution,
the value that they put on
our community just shines
through in something like
this. And to have a facility
like this in our town will
make such a difference for
50 many people.”

What was his reaction
when you found out that
IJACK' was contributing
half a million dollars?

“I'm not going to lie, I

APRIL 2024

had a tear in my eye,” said
St. Onge. “My feet were off
the ground for a second.”

Pavement
tenders close
April 24

A call for tenders has
been issued for pavement
on the airport expansion.
The tender documents call
for a completion date of
September 15 this year.

e

Saturday, April 20 10am-11:30 am
Sunday, April 21
Monday, April 22

Tuesday, April 23

Kids' Alcohol ink with Lyla Smart
Open Studio

1pm-5pm

7pm-9pm
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Board meeting

Drawing 101 with Devon Taylor

w '- Wednesday, April 24 | 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm | HER Girls Club
J Friday, April 26 6 pm-8pm Pasta Making with the Overands
1 Saturday, April 27 10am-5pm Linocut Printmaking Workshop with Jolene Shepherd

Sunday, April 28 10 am-5 pm Linocut Printmaking Workshop with Jolene Shepherd
Monday, April 29 7pm-9pm Open Studio

Sllll‘e |'|0III'S Tuesday, April 30 6:30 pm - 8:30 pm | Drawing 101 with Devon Taylor

‘T\fe::,'ay_ Cibinday We offer programming for all ages and skills

10 am - 5:00 pm go ahead, get creative!

SIGN UP FOR CLASSES AT WWW.MOOSOMINVAC.COM
Watch for updates and follow us at: )
£ Moosomin Visual Arts Centre [ moosominvac [EEE

{ We're looking for instructors! Want to teach a class?
Get in touch with us at moosominvac@gmail.com [=]

701 ELLICE STREET, MOOSOMIN, SK

@
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Following meeting at SARM:

Highways Minister promises work on Hwy 8

April 2024

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Saskatchewan Highways Minister Lori
Carr told Plain & Valley that work will
be completed this summer of resurfacing
the mine road from Rocanville to the Nu-
trien Rocanville mine site, a large patch-
ing program will take place on Highway
8 between Moosomin and Rocanville,
and work will begin on design for resur-
facing that section.

Plain & Valley spoke with Carr follow-
ing a meeting she had with Moosomin
MLA Steven Bonk, RM of Moosomin
Reeve David Moffatt ant RM of Rocan-
ville Reeve Melissa Ruhland to discuss
the state of the highway.

“Steven Bonk has been talking to me
about this section of road for quite some
time here and he was aware that both of
those municipalities were in town for
SARM so he said, ‘Do you think it would

be possible that we could get together
and meet with them face-to-face?” I said,
“We sure can,” and the next day we had a
meeting,” Carr said.

“1 think the meeting was really respect-
ful. The community just put forward the
issues that they see with the road and
then we had the opportunity to respond
with what work is coming and what's
taking place on there right now.

“They brought up the condition of the
road, the amount of traffic that it has, the
economic corridor that it is to the mine—
just all of the things that make that road
so important to all of the communities
around there.”

Carr said she understands the local
concerns. “Their concerns are all very
valid and I completely understand where
they’re coming from,” she said.

Continued on page 15 v=

Book your suite

in the month of

April or May and
receive 1 year of
heated parking at

Highway 8 north of Moosomin
showing a sign with a reduced
speed of 80 km/hr. The speed
on the highway was reduced
due to safety concerns based
on the condition of the road.

You are invited to our

Open House

Ambient, spacious 1 and 2 bedroom suites available

Sunday, April 21st, 2024
12 p.m.-5p.m.

6 Dr. Arthur Avenue, Redvers, SK | www.RedversUnionEstates.ca
Door Prize « Refreshments ¢ Suite Tours

Everyone Welcame!

REDVERS UNION ESTATES OFFERS:

SATURDAY
APRIL 20,

« Stress Free Lifestyle
« In-suite laundry room
« Heated indoor parking

« Private Balcony

* Guest suite available

« Central Elevator

« Large kitchen with walk-in pantry « Common Room with full kitchen

Colette Branigan (306) 840-7653

2024

TOURS: 12 P.M. - 4 P.M.

Sign up by June 1to move in
and get 1 month EREE rent!

e - -

Crossroads Villas offers: ¢ Private Balcony '

« Maintenance Free Living « Large Kitchens with walk-in Pantry
- Stress Free Lifestyle » Guest Suite Available

« In-suite Laundry Room « Common Room with full kitchen

« Heated Indoor Parking * Central Elevator

207 LALONDE STREET « WHITEWOOD, SK
WWW.CROSSROADSVILLA.CA

Doug Armstrong: 306-735-7658 or Colette Branigan 306-840-7653
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Rural and Remote Health Minister Tim McLeod:
‘We've identified a path forward to have a CT Scanner in Moosomin'’

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK
AND KEVIN WEEDMARK

Saskatchewan = Rural — and
Remote Health Minister Tim
McLeod told Plain & Valley that
the government has found a path
forward to have a CT Scanner in
Moosomin.

McLeod and Moosomin MLA
Steven Bonk met with communi-
t{l representatives the day before
the provincial budget, and spoke
with Plain & Valley following the
budget in Regina.

“I was really excited to have
that meeting with the commu-
nity and MLA Steven Bonk. We
were happy to find a place where
we've identified a path forward
to have a CT scanner in Mooso-
min,” said McLeod.

He said he believes the local
reps at the meeting were excited
about the scanner proposal.

“The mood at the meeting was
generally excitement and we
certainly are happy to continue
to work with tﬁe community,”
he said. “There’s a fairly gener-
ous community and foundation
there. They’ve done a lot of great
work. We've done pretty well
to come to a point where we've
identified a path forward for this
project.”

He said the ministry and the
community will work together
on coming up with a framework
agreement for the CT Scanner.

McLeod sad a lot of details still
have to be worked out.

“At this point what we’re do-
ing is were working together
with the community and the
ministry to establish a frame-
work and we're still working
on those details. It’s still being
worked on as we speak. We're
happy to continue to work together with the community
and the foundation to build that framework that allows
us a path forward.”

The CT Scanner would be community or privately
owned, and SHA would pay for the scans.

“It's something that we're actively working on right
now but we could expect it in a few weeks—we're start-
ing to see a clearer picture of the framework.”

Whether the proprietor would have the right to provide
private scans as well as serving the public system is an-
other detail that has yet to be worked out, said McLeod.

“That will be one of the criteria being established with-
in the framework but we certainly anticipate that, yes.

“The location of the CT scanner would be part of the
framework and we're still working on that but we're
pleased with the conversations that we’ve had at this
point and we're really excited that we’ve identified a path
forward that will result in a CT Scanner for Moosomin.”

He said Moosomin didn’t meet the criteria for a CT
Scanner under current SHA rules, so the government
wanted to come up with a framework that would work
for Moosomin and could be applied in other communi-
ties as well.

“Where Moosomin falls didn’t meet the criteria SHA
has, so we've had to work together with the community
to identify a framework that can be consistently applied,
not just for Moosomin, but across Saskatchewan for all
communities that fit under the same category as Mooso-

HOUSE FOR SALE IN ELKHORN
Fully renovated 1150 sq.ft.

£23 bedroom 5 2 bath

Raised bungalow on huge 200 ft frontage lot.
One block to the K12 school & the public park.
Three blocks from a new 75 place daycare
Currently under construction. Loads of large
windows and updated décor for a bright

atmosphere.

FULL DETAILS IN THE
E-BRANDON CLASSIFIEDS
LINKED HERE

min. We're working on that framework and hopefully,
we'll have something more concrete in the coming weeks.

“We're trying to identify some guidelines and some cri-
teria that can be applied fairly across the province, so that
when other communities come forward, then we have a
consistent approach. So that if a community like Mooso-
min is looking for the same type of service, then we've got
some type of framework that can be consistently applied
for everyone.”

He said Estevan will have a similar framework devel-
oped, as a local person had offered to purchase an MRI for
St. Joseph’s Hospital in Estevan, which didn’t fit into any
program until now.

McLeod said the government has to work on unique so-
lutions for communities like Moosomin, which has some
unique aspects to its health care, such as having 14 doc-

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959
stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street * Stockholm, SK

We can take care of all
your small business
bookkeeping and tax
needs, including:

« Payroll « Year-end T4 summary

and supplements
+ GSTreturns

« GST remittance

« Ledgers and journals

« Financial statements + Personal tax returns

Book a free small business
consultation today.
306-745-6450

400 Main Street Esterhazy
hrblock.ca

McLeod sees way forward to CT Scanner for Moosomin

Saskatchewan Rural and Remote Health Minister Tim McLeod told Plain & Valley reporter Ashley Bochek that he
can see a path toward a CT Scanner for Moosomin. Plain & Valley was at the Legislature for the 2024 budget.

tors, far more than any other community its size, being
the smallest community in Saskatchewan to offer chemo-
therapy, but provides it to more patients than larger cen-
tres, and offering a medical residency program.

“That's a great question, and it is the reason we're de-
veloping the framework,” he said. “And there’s not an
easy answer to that. As you know, it's something we’ve
been working on for some time. It's taken us a while to get
to this point, and we are really excited to be able to reach
this point, where we can at least communicate to the com-
munity that we have found a positive path forward.”

The budget includes a $5.1-million increase to expand
capacity for specialized CT and MRI medical imaging ser-
vices.

E.R.P.

PRO HARDWARE

FARMERS’ PLYWOOD
SALE
> 3/8 FIR - $22.5°
> 1/2 FIR - $30.%
> 5/8 D GRADE FIR - $34.%°

IN STOCK
AND READY FOR THEIR
NEW HOMES!

MILWAUKEE BATTERY
OPERATED LAWN MOWERS
IN STOCK

$1399.9°

includes two 12 amp hour batteries!)

(

e =)

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8am- 5pm, Saturday 8am - Noon
Phone: 306-452-3393 ¢ Text: 306-840-8234

Email: erphardware@hotmail.com
#7-13 Highway, Redvers, SK
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At Man-Sask auctioneering competition:

Ty Cutler wins Rookie Buckle

= Continued from front

That's like your numbers and your filler words mixed
all together.

You want to be as clear as possible because if people
can’t understand you—if you're at $200 and people think
you're saying $50, well that isn’t any good.

“So clarity is a big thing and then you have to be a good
bid catcher, so you have to look around and make sure
that you don’t miss anybody.”

Ty says he throws in a bit of humor at some of the fun-
draisers.

“At the fundraisers, everyone is there to have fun and
it’s not as serious, so I use a bit of humor. Obviously it's
serious for me to raise money but I want everybody to
have a good time and I like having fun. If I'm at one of
those I kind of change the way I sell—the way I sell at
Whitewood is going to be different from the way I sell at
a fundraiser because I'll crack some jokes and bug people
I know and that kind of thing.

“I think when everyone is having a drink and having a
good time, if you make jokes, it kind of loosens everyone
up more and makes them want to pay attention.

“That’s another big thing I think, you have to draw peo-
ple in. You want to make sure that everybody is paying
attention and you have to communicate with them and
make them laugh, especially at a fundraiser, you're going
to have more bidders because people are having a good
time and they want to be involved.”

Competitions are a highlight

Ty says he loves the auctioneering competitions.

“The competitions are really fun and I love going to
them because they treat you kind of like you're a rock star.
The one that I was just at, that’s the Man-Sask and it’s just
Manitoba and Saskatchewan people. It’s really good, I re-
ally like it and it’s a fun warm up.

“Then there’s the Canadian one in May and it’s a little
bit bigger, it’s a couple-day deal. You have to do a video
interview to introduce yourself and then they have a big
competition with up to 35 guys. Afterwards you've got
banquet suppers and you go on tours and things like that.

“So those are really fun but one thing is that they're a
little stressful. It's nice once you're done because it’s a lot
more pressure when you've got six judﬁes watching you
and you've got all your buddies and other great auction-
eers there watching you. So it's pretty stressful but those
are probably the funnest things I've gone to.

“At the Man-Sask competition you're selling cattle but
then at the end they do kind of a little fundraiser and ev-
erybody gets a black box item its called. A company do-
nates the items—so let’s say that the Spectator got a Yeti
cooler and donated it. So you kind of have job and you're
supposed to know a bit about it, so I'd look it up and see
what the Spectator does and maybe phone you and ask if

Ty Cutler with the ook|e Buckle from the
Man-Sask Auctioneering Competition on
March 22.

there’s anything you wanted me to say. Then you get up
there and do that and say thanks to the World-Spectator
for donating this cooler, they’re the local newspaper in
town etc. So they draw your name for that and you've got
that assigned too so you have to do a little bit of home-
work at night.

“Then all of the guys go and they sell maybe seven or
eight drafts of cattle—and you give an opening speech
before you start because you're judged on a lot of stuff,
not just how you sound but obviously that’s a big part of
it. You're judged on how you sound, you're also judged
on the kind of marker you are, and are you trying hard for
the producer to sell their cattle and are you communicat-
ing with the people?

“So you do the opening speech and you want to thank
the people that have helped you, your sponsors and ev-
eryone putting the event on, then you sell your seven or
eight drafts of cattle and once you're done that then you
do your black box item.

“At this deal they brought seven or eight guys back
for a second go around—the top seven—and I was lucky
enough to make that. I drew number one in the top seven
s0 I went and in the second round I did pretty good but

Plain & Valley

o CONCRETE WORK

CONCRETE
RESTORATION

REPAIR | RESTORATION | SEALING
marty@concreterestore.ca
306-645-2777 0rrice)
306-435-0900 ()

www.concreterestore.ca

| o HEARINGSERVICESe |

Floors ® Driveways
Steps @ Patios
Bin Foundations

Hearing & Wellness
by Porch Light

Hearing Testing
Consultations
Hearing Protection
Assistive Listening Devices

220 Broadway Ave. | Moosomin, SK S0G 3NO

306-435-2500

Fax: 306-435-2503

OPTOMETRY

Virden Eyecare Centre

Dr. David Cochrane | Dr.Julie Paradine

170 NELSON STREET WEST  VIRDEN, MB

204-748-1094

o CUSTOM PRINTING

Make sure it’s professional. Make sure it’s seen.

Make sure it’s The World-Spectator!

306-435-2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net
www.world-spectator.com
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I don’t think I did as good as the first round. I was just
trying a little too hard maybe but I still did pretty good.”

Winning the Rookie Buckle and

heading to national competition

Ty did well enough to win the Rookie Buckle.

“If you've been selling cattle for under five years you're
considered a rookie, so it’s not just necessarily young
ﬁuys. It could be a 50-year-old man that just started,”

e says. “There were six rookies there and I was lucky
enough to be the top one. There were some pretty good
rookies too. Some of the guys would’ve been in their fifth
year, so it’s their last year as a rookie.

He will be going to the national competition in Ontario
in May. “That’s going to be a big one and I'm pretty ex-
cited. That one will be a little tougher because it’s all of
Canada, so there will be a lot of good guys there. It should
be fun,” says Ty.

He is hoping to make a career out of auctioneering.

“I work at Prairie Livestock and every Tuesday or
Saturday I go to Whitewood and sell cattle. Gene Parks
sells about half the cattle and I'll sell the other half. I'll
see where it goes. I don’t know if I'll ever be able to do it
full time or not but it's quite possible and I don’t know
if I'll choose to do it full time because I might want to do
something else too. But I think I'll always keep doing it,
for sure, one way or another.”

What does he like about auctioneering?

“I kind of always thought auctioneers were cool. I go to
a sale and still to this day when I hear a good auctioneer
and I'm at a bull sale or a car sale, whatever it is, if they're
good, I get chills. Tjust love hearing it. I just think it's kind
of cool. You're running the show when you're the auc-
tioneer and it’s a lot of fun. When you're good at it and
you have a good day, it feels really good.”

Reaching a goal

Winning the Rookie Buckle was a goal for Ty.

“It was a big ﬁoal of mine. I was pretty honored and
it’s the Bob Wright Memorial. Rick Wright, he’s a big deal
with MLMA and Bob was his father. I didn’t meet him,
he passed before I ever got to know him but he was an
auctioneer and he was always helping young guys out,
so that’s why they decided to do this in his name because
he always liked to see the new guys coming up. So it’s an
honour, really, to have it.

“I'have a little note at home where I practice and I taped
it to the wall with my goals and that Rookie Buckle was
the first goal I wrote down last year when I started.

“There’s a rookie award for the next competition at the
LMAG, so that will be my next big goal. My next goal
after that would probably to win this whole competition,
the Man-Sask. That's my next two goals, and then I'll just
try to keep improving.”

BUSINESS
HERE!

306-435-2445

PRAIRIE STRONG

CHARTERED PRO

ESTERHAZY OFFICE
420 Main Street

306-745-6611

ONAL ACCOUNTANTS

and safety ey
Repalrs & Adjustmems

406 Main St. | Esterh: K| SC
306-740-6699
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Megan Kelly pursuing her love of music

Kelly released her first song, Next Step Girl, as a singer/songwriter attending college in Alberta

BY ASHLEY BOCHEK

Megan Kelly is achieving
some musical milestones
this month with the release
of her first single, Next Step
Girl, and the upcoming re-
lease of her first EP, Reflect.

Kelly, who grew up in Ro-
canville, is attending Prairie
College in Three Hills, Al-
berta enrolled in a Singer/
Songwriter program.

e interview follows:

How important is mu-
sic to you and how big of
a role does it play in your
life—both growing up and
now?

Wow. It has been my
whole life there is no deny-
ing it. From growing up in
a super musical family of
generations of music it has
been in my life ever since
before I was born with
grandma Delta and grand-
pa Terrance doing shows to-
gether, through to my Uncle
Anthony and my dad Blake,
and my Uncle Brian and all
my other uncles doing mu-
sic, and just passing it down
to me.

It is something that has
been a massive influence in
my life and the talent that
my cousins have, Olivia
WKO plays the fiddle, and
the voices they all have,
it has always been some-
thing I have looked up to
and strived for, especially
the talent from the multiple
generations of my family,
which is really cool.

You grew up in a very
musical family. Did that
make it easier for you to
follow this path?

Easier and harder in a
way. Also coming to school
where nobody knows my
family is definitely a change.
Everybody has their expec-
tations and lots of the times
those expectations are great,
and I find it fun to break the
expectations.

1 grew up watching the
girls take piano lessons and
Ibegged my mom for piano
lessons when I was four
years old and no other pi-
ano teacher would take me
other than the lovely Mari-
lyn Hickie.

Being able to grow up in
it, surrounded by music,
made it easier. My fam-
ily is so encouraging, and I
appreciate it so much. The
love is so real.

Just being able to con-
stantly be around that, and
around people who believe
in you and are constantly
encouraging you, is very,
very refreshing and I take it
for granted too often.

When did you start writ-
ing songs?

I started writing songs
about grade 10 or 11 to get

Grace Deptuck photo

Rocanville's Megan Kelly

out of English projects in
high school.

Luckily my English teach-
er, Mrs. Jennifer Kingdon,
was willing for me to let my
creative juices fly a little bit.
That's kind of where I first
started.

We had a project on men-
tal health issues that people
face, and I wrote mine on
anxiety that young adults
face and it is a really cringey
song to look back on now,
but that is how I got started.

I created an outlet, or
a way for me to process
things in life.

Did you always think of
music as something you
could dedicate your life to
and make a career out of?

Not always, no. It kind of
just sort of happened this
year. Originally when I was
younger, I wanted to do a
lot of different jobs as a lot
of kids do growing up, but
my family obviously does
music on the side and it was
never a main source of in-
come per se.

T just kind of assumed
that T would just do it for
fun too, but with a lot of
encouragement and being
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a little more educated about
the industry taking my pro-
gram here, I came to realize
that I could make music my
career.

Toriginally wanted to take
over Ifne family farm when
I was younger, but now it
has kind of grown into not
seeing myself truly love
what I do'in anything else.
We'll see where this goes,
there are no expectations
and there are a lot of people
that have discouraged me in
taking this route, but it'll be
a journey and I am willing
to tread that path and see
where it goes, Lord knows.

Walk me through the
process of writing a song.
Does the music come first,
do the lyrics come first,
how does it all come to-
gether?

My inspiration kind of
changes with every song.
I think songwriters in gen-
eral, when people ask that
question, it really depends.
For lots of people lyrics
come first, but for me they
both morph into one—the
musical aspect and the lyr-
ics. T always have a long list

Minot’s best
authentic
Mexican
Restaurant!

- be® 701-858-0777

3816-South Broadway
Minot, ND, 58701

Monday - Saturday: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Sunday: 11a.m.-9 p.m.

Moosomin

of lyric ideas that I would
love to use in a song one
day and I go through that
and pick and choose what
I want, so I guess lyrics do
come first and then it just
oes into one. You get out
the guitar, the piano and
figure it all out from there.

How excited are you to
be attending college to
study  singing/songwrit-
ing? And where are you
going to school?

I am in Three Hills, Al-
berta which is in between
Calgary and Edmonton. I
am about 40 minutes from
Drumbheller. Prairie College
is a Christian based col-
lege that offers this singing
and songwriting program.
It is a two-year program
that strives to help young
songwriters to learn about
songwriting techniques, the
music business, about ar-
rangement and composing,
and marketing, it kind of
gives a massive overview of
all things music.

R

Electrician

Starting February, 2025

*Limited spaces left, apply soon!

CARPENTRY

I like to call it our the-
sis statement, like masters
programs have thesis state-
ments and we kind of have
our version of a thesis state-
ment which is recording,
producing, and writing our
own Extended Play (EP),
which is a smaller version of
an album. I come out with
five songs that I have writ-
ten, and I've worked with a
producer in Calgary that we
are connected with through
the college, and we got to
do that as our final project.

Not only do we get to
produce music, but we are
graded on it, so we get to
plan a whole show which is
April 25. We plan and prep
a whole show with musi-
cians, stage directors and
stage production. It is a big
thing, we also sell our CDs
at this showcase that we
have produced.

What are the next steps
for pursuing this career?

I am trying my best to
just be able to pursue music

p pousmut:ﬂon INC.
Trust our journeyman carpenters,

certified foam applicators, and
concrete experts with your next project

W
oo wow
CONCRETE

306 434 9001 | WWW.COPPERRIDGEINC.COM

Accepting Applications for:

with everything I have.

I am always trying to
write, so being able to come
out with some more music
in the future would be ideal
for sure and I am booking
gigs this summer for wed-
dings, fundraisers, or cel-
ebrations of any kind.

Tam doing some shows in
Moosomin, Tjust got booked
for the Kinettes Fundraiser
in May for their little coffee
house event.

1 booked my first home-
town show in Rocanville at
the Rocanville Hall on May
20 to release my EP to my
hometown because they
are my roots and the reason
why I'got here, so just to get
to do that is exciting.

That is what I want to do
as a musician, to bring the
creative arts to small towns
that don’t get artists who
come through often and
just bring joy to these small
towns that don’t have a lot
of community events.

Continued on page 12 v

(e

)
SPRAY FOAM
INSULATION

(( Southeast
_) College

. Whitewood Continuing
Care Assistant

Starting September, 2024




8

Firefighter curl

BY RyAN KIEDROWSKI

LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

After a whirlwind 10 days of top-notch
curling, the dust is starting to settle in
Moosomin. For the first time in the his-
tory of the Canadian Firefighters Curling
Championships, the big event was held
outside of a city. Moosomin certainly
pulled out all the stops for the national
curling event, something organizers, par-
ticipants and observers alike have been
calling a huge success.

“We were a little bit hesitant in a small
town—we’ve never done it in such a small
town,” noted Canadian Fire Fighters Curl-
ing Association president Dean Thulin. “I
thought it turned out really good, every-
thing was run to perfection.”

“All the feedback that I heard, everyone
said it was excellent and they were really
impressed with Moosomin’s ability to host
such a big event,” said Town of Moosomin
Economic Development Officer Casey Mc-
Cormac. “I don’t know if it could be done
in every smaller community, but I defi-
nitely think Moosomin has the volunteers
and workers that could do this.”

The small town hospitality certainly
paid off from a logistics standpoint as well.

“It's nice in a small town where nothing’s
more than five minutes apart; buildings or
hotels or anything like that,” said Mooso-
min’s Recreation Director, Mike Schwean.
“We're able to get people shipped here
and there and wherever pretty quickly. In
bigger centres, it’s a little more of a chal-
lenge I'm sure. We're able to do different
events in different venues over a pretty
quick amount of time.”

Planning to host the event began with a
bid process back in 2018, delayed due to
Covid, then revisited in 2021.

“The most important thing was just get-
ting the people here and just having them
enjoy our town,” said Dale Nixon, one of
the main event organizers. “We got noth-
ing but good reviews from everybody and
a lot of them admitted they weren’t sure
what they were coming to when they were
coming to Moosomin, but when they left,

Plain and Valley
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ing championships a huge success

.

HOME OF THE

Sask wins Canadian Firefighters Curling Championships

Saskatchewan won the gold medal at the Canadian Firefighters Curling Championships in Moosomin. Al-
berta won silver and Ontario took the bronze.

around the country with Saskatchewan set
to host again in 2035.

“It does take a lot of planning. But you
know, we’d probably look at it down the
road,” Nixon said when asked if organiz-
ers would consider putting in a bid to host
again. “A big shout out to all the fire de-
Eartments in the Moosomin area for their

elp, all the volunteers, and especially the
host committee. Without them, this thing
doesn’t happen.”

Held since 1959, the Canadian Firefight-
ers Curling Championships—also dubbed
‘The Fire Brier'—has hit the $1 million

I got a lot of real high reviews on all our
facilities.”
The annual

championships  rotate

SECOND FLOOR COMMERCIAL
SPACE FOR LEASE IN MOOSOMIN

As of January 1, 2025, space will be available
for lease on the second floor of the
World-Spectator building in Moosomin.

The space is approximately 4,400 square feet.
The building is concrete construction.

Don’t miss this opportunity to have commercial
space in a modern building built to high standards
on Main Street Moosomin.

For information please contact

Kevin Weedmark at kevin@world-spectator.com

mark this year in support of muscular dys-
trophy, raising $53,000 this year alone.
Local groups will also benefit from fun-
draising efforts of hosting the Hydrant
Championship, including the Mooso-
min Curling Club, recreation facilities,
the Moosomin Fire Department and the
CT scanner initiative. Organizers are
still counting up those dollars with exact
amounts expected in the coming weeks.

Team Sask hurries hard
The curling event is not only a great uni-
fier of firefighters across Canada, but also

" CONCRETE
 FLATWORK

Our Service:

@ Shop floors
@ Slabs on grade

(@ Bin pads

Contact Us

® 306-434-9001

www.copperridgeinc.com

Coppe

holds the honour of bein§l the only event
of its kind, according to Thulin.

“This is the only national sporting com-
petition in this country for firefighters,” he
said.

A total of 11 teams from across the na-
tion descended upon Moosomin to com-
pete in draws from March 16-23. As the
final draws of the tournament were slated,
it became apparent this would be a west-
ern Canada battle between Team Alberta
and Team Saskatchewan.

Continued on page 11 =

Our expert crew pours thousands
of yards of concrete each year in
all of SE Saskatchewan

@ sidewalks
@ Grade beams

) Insulated Concrete Forms

V /Y

rRidge

CONSTRUCTIOM INC.
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Volunteer with Little Dresses group:

Wawota’s Suzanne Eisler to receive
Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal

BY ASHLEY BoCHEK

Ten years ago, Suzanne Eisler started a volun-
teer group called Little Dresses, who gather at the
Free Methodist Church in Wawota every week.
The group sews dresses and boys shorts to be
given to African children.

Now she is being recognized for that volun-
teer work—she is one of the recipients of the Sas-
katchewan Volunteer Medal. She will receive this
award later this month at Government House is
Regina.

Suzanne says she never expected this award
and is honoured to be recognized for her work
with Little Dresses.

“I was tearful when I was told I would be get-
ting this award,” she says. “I never expected it.
1 hadn’t even heard about it, so I was honoured
when I found out. I felt all those emotions. They
phoned me to see if I would accept it. I knew
for about two months that I was chosen, but I
couldn’t say anything to anybody until they an-
nounced it. I guess they wanted to see if I would
accept it because some people say no thank you
and I said, ‘oh yes I would".”

Little Dresses volunteers nominated Suzanne
Eisler for the award.

“I had no idea about it all,” she says. “It was
done right under my nose. A lady from the Little
Dresses put together the nomination and they all
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helped her.

Suzanne says the grouiv1
years because volunteers
all that time.

“People just showed up,” she said. “People
would show up, material and thread would show
up. It is just what we do. The first day, 21 peo-
ple showed up and I didn’t think anyone would
show up. Now we are down to about 12 volunteers. We
have lost some from moving away or passing away.

“It is senior people about 60 and older who meet to do
the Little Dresses. We will go as long as we can. That is
all we can say. When I first heard about this idea, Oxbow
had a similar group and theirs folded up so then they
sent us their supplies. That was a long time ago, but that
is all you can do is just hope to keeizl going. If nobody
wanted to do it anymore, we would have no choice but
to stop it.”

She said she was surprised by the volunteer award.

has succeeded for 10
ave kept supporting it

Vol

W Silverwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre
/

Spring
Wild

Spectacular

unteer medal winner

“I didn’t even know anything about it, and I certainly
didn’t start this for an award. I just wanted to do my part
in helping volunteer.

“Volunteering is important because little towns de-
pend on volunteers. You have to do something in your
life to help other people. We have made over 10,000
dresses and I think around 3,000 shorts and they have all
gone to children who need them.

“We have never ever paid for transportation. They
have all gone with people who are travelling especially
before COVID. Now, it has really dropped down. Also
now, if we don’t have anyone going, we can send them to

Sunnette Kamffer photo

Suzanne Eisler of Wawota sews little dresses to be distributed to children in developing countries.
Eisler will be honored with a Saskatchewan Volunteer Medal, which will be presented at Government
House later this month.

Saskatoon. They load containers there for stuff to be sent
to Africa. I don’t know the details about that one—some-
one else looks after that.”

She said she is looking forward to the awards ceremo-
ny where she will receive her medal.

“I know the award ceremony is at Government House
on April 16. They have a reception after too, but that is
about all I know.

“I am absolutely looking forward to the award ceremo-
ny. There are 10 of us from around the province getting
volunteer medals. Three members of my family will be
coming with me as well, it'll be nice.”

10:30 am - March from the Armoury to Cenotaph.

Includes RCMP, Pipe Band, Princess Patricia’s

Bloom

Baby

Saskatchewan

Canadian Light Infantry

11 am - Service and Cenotaph Rededication with
Hon. Russ Mirasty, Lieutenant Governor of

Conexus Convention Centre
Prime Rib Meal - Red Barn
Cocktails at 5°™ e Supper at 6rm

$85 Ticket (until May 15M)

$100 Ticket (affer May 15t)
All proceeds will go to local charities

FOR TICKETS CONTACT:
Brian Beckett 306-434-5044
Jack Thompson 306-435-7184
Dennis Youngblut 306-435-0571

23

WAPELLA SCHOOL GYMNASIUM, 610 QU'APPELLE ST.

5:00 pm - Mocktails o
6:00 pm - Supper & Dessert (Standard, Vegetarian %’

& Gluten free options) et {
7:30 pm - Entertainment with comedian Peggy Sue i i

Silent Auction ¢ $30/ticket ¢ $200/table

Tickets can be purchased at the following locations:
The World-Spectator, Moosomin « Twin Valley Veterinary Clinic- Esterhazy
Or Call Silverwood Wildlife Rehab at 1-306-434-7272 to purchase

Come enjoy a great evening of food. auction and entertainment
while supporting South East Saskatchewan wildlife in care.

3D PRINTED REPLICAS OF THE MOOSOMIN CENOTAPH
Available for $100/each e Order sheets at The World-Spectator, Moosomin

Legion, and Moosomin Town Office or by emailing b.s.beckett@sasktel.net
e
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Above: Teams lined up during the opening ceremonies on Friday, March 15.

Right: RCMP saluting with the trophy during the opening ceremonies on March 15.

w Continued from page 8

In the first round of final conten-
tion, Alberta took a 9-3 win in seven
ends, but Team Saskatchewan (com-
prised of firefighters from Saska-
toon, Swift Current and the Co-op
Ethanol Complex fire departments)
would prove the ultimate victors,
with a huge 11-1 score in four ends
and a gold medal. Alberta’s silver
medal crew hailed from the Ed-
monton Fire Department while the
bronze medalist, Team Southern
Ontario, was made of members from
the Brampton Fire Department.

“The curling is very competitive,”
Thulin said. “Through the years,
we’ve had a lot of Brier participants
and champions.”

The level of skill out on the ice
was something McCormac was also
impressed wit

ooy &

FURNITURE

VITITL NN

“You can tell that these guys are
all friends and the camaraderie to
see between them was just super
fun to watch,” she said.

The event certainly drew curious
fans of the sport—a testament to
how strong curling in general fea
tures in Moosomin.

“Moosomin’s got quite a strong |

curling community so for the

draws, pretty much all the seating !

was full,” Schwean said. “I think the
curlers appreciated that, too. We're
more than happy with the atten-
dance and the socials were well at-
tended as well. So I think everything
really went well.”

Next year’s championships will i
remain in the west as Edmonton [

will host the 63rd edition, but Moo-
somin’s hosting success will certain-
ly be a hard act to follow.

ECTRONICS

27 Roulway Ave.

Traeger,
Louisiana &
Pit Boss
Grills!

FURNITURE &
ELECTRONICS

Redvers, SK 306-452-6309
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Megan Kelly pursuing her love of

s Continued from page 7

Your first single is “Next
Step Girl.” Tell me about
that song and where it
came from.

It's actually crazy how
this song came to be. I
wrote it in the basement
of my auntie and uncle’s
house in Medicine Hat
while I was out for Thanks-
giving Dinner. Much to my
mother’s dismay I didn’t
spend as much time with
them as I probably should
have and was writing a
song instead.

It was the second last
song that I added on my
album and it’s kind of just
encompasses the idea of
growing up, noticing the
change of emotions and
our attitude toward life
and how we are so full of
wonder as kids and don’t
have a whole lot to worry
about, and just being able
to live life freely and hav-
ing a tender heart in it.

Then, once we grow up,
the demands start to get a
little more extensive and
people are counting on me
for my time and they’re
wanting to get information
out of me, and it is exhaust-
ing, and I am tired all of the
time.

Just looking back on
that time of younger me
now and thinking ‘wow,
she isn’t around as much
as I thought she would be
now that I have grown up
a little’.

It is a strong reminder of
my roots because my fam-

In the studio recording Megan Kelly's first EP. She is

ily actually plays on it. The
blg%est thing about this EP
is that my dad, Blake, my
Uncle Anthony, and my
Uncle Brian, are all studio
musicians on this whole
album and it is very prev-
alent especial IZ “Next
Step Girl” with my Uncle
Anthony who played the
mandolin and guitar, and
my Uncle Brian played
bass, and then all three of
them did background vo-
cals and are very prevalent
in the background vocals
in that song especially.

So, just being able to pla
with them and record witﬁ
them and go to the studio
with them is something I
had always dreamed of.

Even before 1 was ac-
cepted into the program
I said, ‘I want my fam-
ily on the EF, no questions
asked’. Just being able to
do that and talk about my

ré/Max  Terri Cosens

1209 Richmond Ave.,
Brandon, MB, R7ZA 1TM5

109 Maharg Avenue, Elkhorn, MB
MLS 202404037

2+2 bedroom, 2 bathroom home for sale.
Features double lot, detached double garage,
hot tub in 3-season room, in-ground pool with
all the equipment.
Offered at $299,900.00.

Steven Bonk, MLA
for Moosomin Constituency
622 Main Street, Moosomin, SK

Phone: 306-435-4005

Email: stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net

Office Hours:
Monday - Friday

9a.m.-12noon; 1 p.m.-4p.m

o 7

Plain and Valley

childhood, where I grew
up, and my family, having
them on tgat is very very
special to me.

When will the rest of the
album come out?

My EP will be coming
out on April 25 or at least
the last week of April
hopefully.

How would you de-
scribe your genre, or do

studying at college to become a singer/songwriter.

you write in different
genres?

That is a hard question. I
am in the middle of trying
to figure that out honestly.

This EP is a mix of a lot of
different genres. Of course,
it has that country blue-
grass aspect that I grew up
with, but when I started
kind of branching out into
my own and listening to
my own music, I got a real
love for R&B and there are

aspects of that integrated
into it.

My professor, Denise
Baptista, is a fantastic jazz
musician.

I wrote a song for my
grandma called “She” that
some people have heard,
but not a whole lot and that
is definitely a jazz piece. It
pulled me out of my com-
fort zone a lot, but it is a big
tribute to her.

So, yes I'm able to in-

April 2024

music

tegrate all those different
genres, but I don’t think I
can answer that question
quite yet.

What would you tell
others who are thinking
of pursuing music as a ca-
reer?

Well, T think the only
way to go is up, as the
good old Buster Moon
from the movie Sing would
say. That was always kind
of my thought behind it.

There are a lot of people
that will tell you that you
can’t do it and it just might
be too steep of a hill to
climb, but if you are truly
committed and if you truly
love it, you will never work
a day in your life as people
like to say.

You just have to go all
in and just be able to fully
trust your work and trust
your talent.

You might think you've
put a lot of work into some-
thing and nothing comes
out of it, but you never
know what's at the end of
the tunnel.

ALL PHONES
sO UPFRONT

Choose any device for $0 upfront with
monthly plus pricing on a 2-year voice
and data plan.

FURNITURE

06&%52%{0}

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

ZED DEALER
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Brent Butt performs in Maryfield

Well-known Saskatchewan comedian Brent Butt performed to a sold-
out crowd at the Maryfield Auditorium on March 15. The show, called
“Comedy Night in the Middle of Nowhere,” was a fundraiser for the
auditorium, with tickets selling out in less than a day once the show was
announced.

Above is Brent Butt performing on the stage at the Maryfield Audito-
rium. At left is the crowd packing the seats at the historic theatre.

Kevin Weedmark photos
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Legacy Inn

& Heritage Commumty Living
800 ENNIS AVE. | GRENFELL, SK

COMMUNITY NOTICE isgacyim | WEHAVE AFEW.
) Spring Morket | APATIENTS e

ANNUAL VEGETATION i
MANAGEMENT PROGRAM ) May 4ath 2024 e e
_;.‘“.L management@legacyinngrenfell.com
| el ) for information
If you would like to book a
Each year, CN is required to manage vegetation on its right-of-way. R, - space please email .
Managing this vegetation contributes to mitigating fire risks and W deannekrausher@gmail.com = "‘Zv!p%ﬁﬁ'l,ﬁgﬁfsm
ici i i i - Foll Ls I Facebook fi
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website: www.damaradayspa.com

To ensure safe railway operations, CN will conduct its annual

vegetation control pn?grcm on its'roil lines in the province of F—'@)‘RR\Y@‘L“ R! BY@@'«I N'Glsj Eu E’A\SJE @@NI'I;AV@-Tr

Saskatchewan. A certified professional (Davey Tree Expert e z . 0 o
Company Ltd., 1-800-465-6367) will be applying herbicides m‘a‘n)age m'ent?@ |eg/a'C

yinngrenfelllcomj
on and around the railway tracks (primarily along the 24-foot
Legacy Inn
would love

; 3 to be a part
CN only uses herbicides that have been approved for use in Canada 5 s il ()f y()ur

@5 FUTURE
The program is expected to take place from May to October 2024. i EVENTS!

Visit www.cn.ca/vegetation for more information or to make an
inquiry, contact the CN Public Inquiry Line at contact@cn.ca or Contact: Manager Josh Hassler

1-888-888-5909. management@legacyinngrengell.com
Richard at 306-697-7298 or Shauna at 306-697-7160

graveled area/ballast). All product requirements for setbacks
in the vicinity of dwellings, aquatic environments, and municipal

water supplies will be met.

and in the province within which they are applied.

CN.CA

Hotel Reservations: 1-639-683-0107
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- FREE hearing screening

HOUSE @

-~ 2 -~ Product |nf0rmat|on
24 - 25 - FREE loaner hearing devices

CLAIM YOUR $1000 OFF

a pair of premium hearing devices

LIMITED TIME OFFER! RESERVE YOUR SPOT Now!

Stop struggling to hear, visit us today!

Hearing loss can sometimes be gradual and easy to
ignore until it is not. Struggling to hear the TV or
conversations? Constantly asking others to
reapeat themselves? We can help!

Locally owned & community focused

House of Hearing is not just a clinic; we're your
neighbors, committed to providing top-notch
hearing care to our community. Our passion is
helping you reclaim your hearing, boosting your
confidence, and improving your quality of life.

’Address:

(306) 745- 21 17 or at 503 Main St. Esterhazy, SK
www.myhouseofhearing.ca (Right across from the bargain shop)

Hear Better. Stay Connected. Enjoy Life
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Cenotaph replicas a fundraiser for centennial

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

3D printed miniature replicas of Moosomin’s
cenotaph are being sold by the Cenotaph 100 com-
mittee to raise money to help cover costs of the June
8 centennial celebration.

They are being sold for $100 each.

Brian Beckett of the Moosomin Legion and the
Cenotaph 100 committee said he is happy with how
the 3D printed replicas came out.

“I think it's pretty amazing, myself,” he said.

The miniatures are being produced by Joe and Ri-
ley St. Onge on their 3D printer.

“We've got an order in right now with them for
10, but we can have them make as many as we get
orders for,” says Beckett. “It’s pretty costly for them
to do this. It takes pretty near a whole day for them
to make one. So right now we're getting them to
make 10 and then we'll take orders and they’ll make
them as we go, then we’ll call the customers and say
they’re ready or we'll ship them out—whatever we
need to do.”

Currently three have been made. One is at the
World-Spectator office, one at the town office, and
one at the Legion. People can take a look at the sam-
ples at those locations and order them if they want.
There is an order form with the sample at the World-
Spectator office, or people can order by emailing
b.s.beckett@sasktel.net

Beckett says the group is hoping to raise up to
$2,500 with the miniatures.

“If we were to sell 50 units, you know we’d be in
that area of $2,000-$2,500 profit. It's hard to tell how
many people are going to be interested. Not every-
body is going to look at it like me and go, ‘Whoa,
that is amazing,” but I think some people will see
it and think it would be good to have and a good
way to support the Cenotaph Centennial. It’'s pretty
amazing work when you think of it.”

Beckett says plans are going well for the celebra-
tion.

“Ijust heard from the pipe band and they’re com-
ing. The only iffy part still is the PPCLI depending
on whether they have maneuvers or anything like
that, but they swear up and down that they’ll have
someone here.”

Riley St Onge said a lot of work went into the de-
sign of the 13-inch miniatures.

“We started with pictures on the stature,” he said.

Once we had the measurements for these I just ac-
tually went to a CAD program and designed it that
way.

”}\]Ne used different nozzles. For finer detail you
use a smaller nozzle size to get that level of detail
for the text.”

Riley says he enjoys the design part of 3D printing
the most.

“Designing it can be fun, but unfun at times, but
it’s nice to sharpen your skills.

“The crazy part is it starts with an idea that’s just
in your head and ends up being something real.”

“When the committee was starting to plan the
100th anniversary, this idea came up,” said Laurel
St. Onge. “Of course I'm a member of the Legion, so
we talked about it kind of at home and Joe was in-
terested. Then Joe and Riley went and took pictures
and started working on it.

“We had a selfie stick and we were on a ladder to
get the 3D capture—360 degrees,” says Riley. “The
3D scanner would have you take like 200 hundred
pictures all around it and then the app sends it off to
their servers and they compile it and give you a 3D
render of the photos basically.

“They had all the measurements and then next
time we went to Rocanville where Riley is, he had
this all designed,” says Laurel.

“There’s been a lot of iteration,” says Riley.

“There have been tweaks, a few tweaks, to make
the belt stand out more and different things like that.
His ears didn’t get captured on the first ones but my
dad went into tﬁe program and fixed it up a bit.

“We went back a few times to get better captures
of the statue and do more measurements.”

Riley says filaments are chosen based on the color
of eacl}f piece of the product.

“You buy the filaments based on what you want.
The base is a marble filament which came out per-
fect and the granite is a galaxy filament which does
the granite look well enough.

“We print the marble base separately, the granite
separately, the statue separately, and for the name-
plates it does the gray and then the black on top,
then we glue them into place.”

It takes 15-18 hours to create each replica.

Laurel St. Onge said she’s happy her family has
been able to help with the Cenotaph centennial.

“I think they appreciate them, and it gives Riley

“There are 3D apps on 1ilour phone that can do 3D
scanning and that's what we did for the statue.

and Joe some experience too and some practice. It's
kind of a win-win and it's community—it’s local.”

Right: One of the 3D printed Moosomin Cenotaph replicas created by Joe and Riley
St. Onge. The replicas are being sold for $100 as a fundraiser for the Moosomin Ceno-

taph centennial celebration.

Highways Minister promises work on Hwy 8

w Continued from page 4

“The on-road construction is expected to begin in 2024,
so this summer. There will be a major improvement on
Highway 8 northeast of Rocanville to the Nutrien potash
mine, which is locally known as the mine road. This is a
14.6 km long project which is estimated to cost approxi-
mately $15.1 million. That's an investment that the Gov-
ernment of Saskatchewan is making.

“Then of course there’s the other section of road that
goes all the way back into Moosomin and right now the
speed limit has been reduced to 80 km/hr because there
are some sections that are in very rough condition. We've
had, as you will fully be aware of, a very strange win-
ter with freeze/thaw, freeze/thaw. For roads, that’s not
a good mix for them, but as soon as it gets warm enough
and we're able to get out there, there will be some signifi-
cant patching work done on that to help keep that road
maintained for this year.”

She said design work on resurfacing the Moosomin to
Rocanville section will begin soon.

“The design work will be started this year for the re-
mainder of the section of that road that comes back down
to Moosomin.

“It all comes down to the budget cycles and of course
we have plans for a bunch of different roads already in
the mix—so roads that the design has already been done
on. We do want to get it done as soon as we can, just be-
cause of the nature of that road, the amount of traffic and
the importance to the community, and that is what Steven
Bonk has been advocating for.”

She said a lot of work goes into deciding on the top pri-
orities for road work.

“Everybody’s road is important to them, there’s no
question about that, but it really does come down to safe-

, traffic numbers and how many people actually travel
that road, the nature of the road, the type of traffic that's
on that road—is it heavy equipment? Are they bigger
semis? That kind of stuff. So all of those factors come into
play and of course the condition of the existing road.”

She said economic factors also come into play.

“Economic growth is definitely a consideration that
needs to be taken into account. The province of Saskatch-
ewan at this point in time is really blessed with economic
growth and it’s not just in the Moosomin area—it is hap-

pening right across this province. So a lot of factors go
into play but economics definitely do also. With growth
it’s great, but there are these other things that come into
play with growth.”

She said the province continues to spend significant
dollars on highway improvements.

“Over the past few years we've had some really big
projects and of course over Covid we did some stimulus
funding to keep people working so we had a little bit ex-
tra, but overall the Ministry of Highways’ capital budget
stays fairly consistent. Last year, because of inflation, it
did get a top-up to help cover some of those factors and
of course we do have a budget coming out next week that
will indicate what happens next year.”

Carr heard about the state of Highway 8 between Moo-
somin and Rocanville from Kyle Toffan, the deputy min-
ister of Highways, who was on that road recently.

“My Deputy Minister Kyle Toffan, his children are in
hockey and so he was on that road two weeks ago. So he
got to see firsthand exactly what the condition is. He has
the same consensus as the community, that it needs some
work.”

Box 60 Kola, MB  ROM1BO

A full service lumber and hardware
outlet serving residential,
agricultural, commercial, and
industrial needs.
204-556-2672

We Carry:
Owens Corning Shingles

Decking & Vista Aluminum
Railing
Spring Stock Arriving Weekly!

Moose Greek Regional

Park Authority

Is accepting applications for the position of
Park Manager

This position will commence immediately.

A competitive salary based on experience will be
offered.

Applicant must have strong organizational skills, work
independently, be bondable, and must oversee a team of
employees.

Responsibilities:

The Park Manager is responsible for the daily operations of
the park and overseeing the park staff. This includes customer
service, maintaining the facilities, grounds-keeping, equipment
maintenance, and daily water treatment plant operation. A
Level 1 water certificate is an asset but not necessary.

The Park Manager is also responsible for event planning and
projects that are outlined by the board of directors.

Applicati pted until the is filled or call
306-485-7859 for more info.
Email resumes to moosecreekrp@gmail.com or
MCRP
Box 926 Oxbow SK SOC 2B0
Only those chosen for an interview will be contacted.

Ffpore Crook
REGIONAL FPARc

TOWS OF O

OF ALAMLDA




16

Plain and Valley

Esterhazy Town Council

Esterhazy receives more funding for new hospital

April 2024

BY RyaN KiEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The new St. Anthony’s Hospital in Esterhazy will once
again see an extra quarter million dollars coming their
way, thanks to what the provmc1a1 overnment has touted
as “the largest investment ever” 11’1%19&1';1’1 care capital. Up
some $180 million over last year, a total of $516.8 million
will go to support ongoing projects across Saskatchewan.

“We have another $250,000 for planning dollars,” said
Melville-Saltcoats MLA Warren Kaeding of the Esterhazy
commitment. “So that's huge.”

The announcement reassures the importance of a new
facility in the community, even if the project is still in de-
velopment.

“What that basically says to us is that it's money that
allows them to go to tl {19 next level in terms of their plan-
ning stages, which is to make the site selection as well as
continue on with the needs assessments,” said Esterhazy
Mayor Grant Forster. “We know that it's good news for
us.”

The community has been fundraising for over 15 years
on the new hospital project, with an estimated $11 million
worth of cash and commitments to date.

“In the last two [provincial] budgets, we've got a total
of $500,000—that’s money that they’ve committed to us,”
Forster said.

In the town council meeting on March 27, CAO Tammy
MacDonald mentioned receiving such an amount back to
back is rare. Now that the project is in the second phase
of development, future meetings with SHA are imminent.

“They did say they were going to call to have a meeting
with us after the budget was released,” she told council.

St. Anthony's Hospital in Esterhazy.

Moosomin starts planning for Communities in Bloom

Mike Schwean spoke about how significant the Moosomin Legion is
to the community.
years that Moosomin had entered the

competion.
“1thought last year was great, being as

BY JoEY LiIGHT
After winning its population category
for Saskatchewan in Communities in

Bloom last year, Moosomin is starting to
plan for Communities in Bloom for 2024.
Angela Thorn, the vice-chair of this
year’s committee, said she’s hoping to
build on last year’s success.
Last year was the first time in many

wasn’t working with the town, I seemed to
hear a lot from other community members
and noticing stuff around town. Hearing
all the excitement, people seem to embrace
it and really got behind it. Hopefully we
can grow that bigger every year.”

, y -
fon't miss
gur next issue!
Out: May 17 ¢ Deadline: May 8

To hook call 306-435-244
or email world_spectator@sasktel.net

Plal.n g

Cmrerlng Sou‘!heas Saskcdchewun and Southwest Mumtoba

Valley

Community members
getting involved

Thorn said the important part of Com-
munities in Bloom is getting the whole
community behind the effort.

“I definitely noticed more people
around town starting gardens and plant-
ing flowers, I think it’s just something that
grew and something for people to focus
on. I think it just brought people together,
wanting to make their part of the town
look better.”

Program made a
difference last year

She said she heard lots of comments
about how good the town looked last
summer.

She said there are a few things the com-
mittee would like to do differently this
year, including getting more young people
involved.

“If we can get some young people inter-
ested and who want to feel some commu-
nity pride and want to help out that would
be super!”

She said that part of the impact of Com-
munities in Bloom is that once the commu-
nity starts looking better, people are more
motivated to keep it looking good.

“Trying to encourage people to even just

Ele up some garbage they may see and

e]pm%laround the community. [ know the
school has a day they go out and pick up
garbage around town, it would be great to
encourage that more.”

She said there are lots of reasons Com-
munities in Bloom is important for Moo-
somin.

“It’s important for our community and
our tourism. The better we make our town
the more people will come and they’ll
spend money and keep our local busi-
ness economy going. I think we just need
to figure out a way to bring people in off
the highway and out to the golf course and
places like that. I think the better kept our
town is the more community involvement
we have for people to feel proud and hav-
ing that pride for our community, the more
it will just flourish and people will want
to come. If we want to keep our growing
I think it's important to have a lot of com-
munity involvement and have people who
want to make a difference with our town.”

Thorn said she was happy with how
many people got into the spirit of Com-
munities in Bloom and planted purple
flowers for last years theme. This year the
theme colour will be orange.

The Communities in Bloom committee
had its first meeting on March 27 to dis-
cuss new ideas and plans for this summer.

Lobstick Travel & Tours
Call 306-763-7417 or
1-800-665-0171 Toll Free

2024 TOURS

T T

Ireland with Monica Bayda
May 121 - 31%, 2024

Alaska, Yukon, & Haida Gwaii

All Coach
June 2" - 25", 2024

Norsk Hostfest Motor Coach Tour
September 24 - 29 2024
Maritimes & Newfoundland

Coach & Fl
September 4" - October 2", 2024

Magnificent Eur River Crui
Budapest to Amsterdam River

Cruise with Flights/Transfers/
Hotels included
October 1° - 18", 2024

Branson Christmas & Music Tour
All Coach
November 1% - November 9™, 2024

2025 Tours
Japan, Spain/Portugal, European
River Cruise, Churchill
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Moosomin Visual Arts Centre

launches after-school art

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LocCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A new after-school program
is sure to get the creative juices
flowing for kids in and around
Moosomin. Starting April 8, the
Moosomin Visual Arts Centre
will begin programming week-
day afternoon for students ages
7to12.

“Art is known to create more
creative problem solvers, so
that’s awesome for anything you
choose to do in your life, too.
People who practice art are hap-
pier people, usually,” said Krista
Crellin, MVAC chair. “We just
want to give the kids that are in-
terested in art an opportunity to
create in a safe space. We obvi-
ously love art, and I think it’s im-
portant to the growth of our kids
and community.”

The task at hand is to diverge
from the “cut and paste’ method-
ology, instead fostering creativity
and the chance to explore what
form of expression youth most
align with.

“We hope to deepen their un-

derstanding of design elements
and composition and all the dif-
ferent materials that we have
available to them,” Crellin ex-
plained. “Just really give them a
chance to explore their creativity
far more than what they would
get in school.”

Crellin anticipates space for
10 students each day under the
guidance of retired teacher Me-
lissa Magnusson.

“She’s a creative person, too,
s0 I think they’ll have a lot of fun
with her,” Crellin said.

While programs such as this
may seem grassroots, exposure
to artistic freedom at a young age
can propel one’s mind, creating
learning skills often drawn upon
later in life.

“Hopefully, they find an area
of art that really interests them
and continue to practice through-
out their lives,” remarked Crellin
when asked about what the in-
tended take away is for the stu-
dents. “That’'s why we hope to
engage them in all these different
opportunities, to try different ma-
terials and different techniques

ELECTRIC BIKES

so they find what they love.

“We want to encourage kids
young to love the arts, and hope-
fully they stick to it,” she con-
tinued. “We want to see them
throughout their lives coming to
the Art Centre and practicing.”

The Moosomin Visual Arts
Centre has been a busy place
since officially opening in Febru-
ary at 701 Ellice Street. The class
calendar is chock-full with open
studio time available as well.
Crellin noted the painting and
youth drawing classes seem to be
a big hit with locals.

“They sell out immediately, it
seems,” she said. “So there are
kids that are interested in art!”

The Moosomin Visual Arts
Centre is always welcoming new
faces from all places around the
region—those interested in sign-
ing up for a class or perhaps peo-
ple with a penchant to share their
knowledge as a teacher.

For those interested in getting
involved in the arts centre or
signing up for the after school
program, they can visit moosom-
invac.com for more information.

Very well buflt!!

« 500W motor
« 5 level pedal assist
- Samsung hattery
« adjustable seat height

- fenders
« headlight

« Step Thru has tail light

& brake light

« up to 32 kms per hr
« up to 80 kms range

$1 ,899 plus taxes

Freight included e Small charge for set-up

Phone Ron 306-577-8399
Kenosee Lake, SK

Possible Local Delivery

DENTURIST

Spreading Smiles
throughout
Manitoba

FULL SERVICE DENTURE CLINIC

Serving the Estevan, Carlyle and Moosomin Areas

program

Visual Arts Centre has started an after
school program for children ages 7-12.

BUYING
SELLING /7

BRIDGES & COMPANY LLP

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic

WESTMAN'S PREMIER DENTURE CLINIC
Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

204-728-4435

Kyle Ryan

Unit D - 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB | www.brandondentures.com

LD, DD Denturist

® Residential and
Commercial
Real Estate

Law Firm |

e
Specializing in:

¢ Oil and Gas

Call 306-435-2445 or
email world_spectator@sasktel.net

¢ Business Law

o Wills and Estates

I
306-634-6334  bridgeslaw.ca
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carlamclean@royallepage.ca
CUSTOM PRINTING
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Call today for a quote on
your commercial print items!

POSTERS * TICKETS
BUSINESS CARDS & SO MUCH MORE!

306-435-2445

world_spectator@sasktel.net
www.world-spectator.com
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Good Question Saskatchewan
looking for your ideas and questions

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

CBC Saskatchewan has launched a new podcast called
“Good Question Saskatchewan.” The podcast takes peo-
ple’s questions about anything in Saskatchewan—from
weather to food to geography, to history and culture—
and tries to answer them.

There’s just one thing that’s needed to keep the podcast
rolling: Questions.

Podcast producer Nichole Huck and host Leisha Gre-
binski are on the hunt for questions for the new show.

“Nationally CBC is wanting to do more local podcasts.
We have this format called ‘Good Question Saskatche-
wan.” There’s a similar one in Montreal and there’s one in
PEI as well, and the whole goal is, in some communities,
to be a little bit more responsive to whatever the commu-
nity wants us to be looking into,” explains Huck.

“I think as journalists we have ideas of what we think
people are interested in and you get a show every day to
do that with too, but this is a little bit more fun because
it gives us the opportunity to just be reactive to whatever
they actually want. That is why I wanted to reach out to
you because right now probably some of our CBC listen-
ers know about the podcast and are submitting questions
butI'd like to get a wider range of questions from a wider
part of the province because it'll just make it richer.

“We just thought that there’s a real gap in Saskatchewan
podcasts right now. There are a few specific to politics or
veri/l specific to agriculture or things like that, but there is
nothing like this right now as of yet. So we thought that
we'd find out if this was something that there’s an appe-
tite for here.”

“I think that this podcast allows us to tap into the spirit
of Saskatchewan,” adds Grebinski. “Of course we do that . . .
on the radio. It's something that I think we’ve always felt Good Question Saskatchewan
like we had the opportunity to do. With this format we host Leisha Grebinski.
get to play around a little bit more and instead of follow-
ing the news of the day, which we both care deeply about,
we get to better understand people and places.

“So we're just tapping into the spirit of Saskatchewan
and rather than more stories that feed into polarization
or conversations that only take place on social media, we
get to just see one another as people who love Saskatch-
ewan.”

Huck says the podcast can also be helpful to people
who are ngt from Igas.katchewan, but whol:a)re newpto 5’18 . (= REALTOR®
province or planning to move here, or to people from the | - 306-740-9790
province who are feeling homesick and live elsewhere. L

“Thinking about how many people are new to the prov-
ince also, I kind of see this as building a little bit of a tool-
kit or a beginner’s guide to Saskatchewan,” says Huck.
“Like if you are thinking about moving here, or if you

Customer Appreciation Day
just moved here, or if you moved away and are feeling

s FRIDAY, MAY 10, 2024

“My buddy who moved to Toronto was listening to it Come visit us, have a coffee & donut and receive a free plant!
because he was feeling homesick and there was that Re- Great selection of annuals including Proven Winners, Bedding Plants, Vegetables
gina pizza episode and it just made him feel connected / \ indluding Seed Potatoes & Spanish Onions, Herbs, Grasses, Tropicals, Succulents, House
again. / plants, Perennials, Hanging Baskets, ProMix Bales, Tomato Cages & so much more!
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Where Spring ik just w country drive away.
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Continued on page 26 v

| Celebrate Mom on Mother’s Day
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] icensed Plumbers & Gas Fitters 306'745'7983

Carla McLean Personal Real Estate Corporation | Heating & Air Conditioning
204-851-5049 171-7th Ave. N. - Virden, MB goldysgreenhouse@gmail.com

carlamclean@royallepage.ca 204_7 48_1 788 Approximately 15 kms NE of Esterhazy, SK
mazing
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hank o . : Visit Goldy’s Greenhouse on Facebook for a direction map!
uals who have TOP 5% Nationally info@pphmb.com http://bdschlamp.wix.com/goldys-greenhouse

erely, Cantee lleton with Royal LePage in Units i We accept cash, cheque or e-transfer

Classrooms, Care & Communities
This budget addresses the challenges of a growing province by reinvesting the benefits of growth in the areas that matter most to
Saskatchewan people - education, health and our communities.
4.4 billion for education, up 9% 7.6 billion for health care, up 10%

340.2 million for Municipal Revenue Sharing, up 14%

Daryl Harrison Warren Kaeding PAg. Travis Keisig Steven Bonk

MLA for Cannington MLA for Melville-Saltcoats MLA for Last Mountain-Touchwood MLA for Moosomin
306-443-4400 306-728-3881 306-334-3444 306-435-4005
canningtonconstituency@sasktel.net  warrenkaedingmla@sasktel.net lastmountaintouchwood.mla@sasktel.net stevenbonkmla@sasktel.net
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Seasonis
Just Around
The Corner!

It's time to start thinking
about summer. Come
browse our new and
pre-owned RV inventory
online or in person at our
dealership in Virden, MB.

Discover
Our Spring
Clearance

GET 3 YEARS FREE
EMERGENCY ONSITE
SERVICE WITH THE
PURCHASE OF A NEW RV!

WE TAKE TRADES FOR
TOP DOLLAR!

350 TRANS-CANADA HWY #1

[f] @fourseasonssalesvirden
www.fourseasonssales.com

ON ALL REMAINING INSTOCK BOATS

PRICED TO GO!

DON’T MISS OUT ON THESE PRICES

Virden

210 Frontage Road

. Virden, MB
ReGiEEgoR eodi7is 2000
WWW.VIRDENREC.COM
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SUPPLIES

FIREARMS // OPTICS // AMMO // ACCESSORIES // USED FIREARMS

#1River Valley Road North
Virden, MB
Phone: 204-748-2454
Email: sales@wolverinesupplies.com
www.wolverinesupplies.com

STIL[WA]'ER$ ADVENTURES
>~

SPECIAL ORDER YOUR KAYAKS NOW

Delivery will be in May!




Plain and Valley April 2024

' EE&EE Kubota Z232KW-42" Zero Turn Mower

to be drawn at 3 pm Thursday April.18th

" Thursday APRIL 18"

Redvers Ag

We look forward to sharing a meal and a FREE mower with the community.

UP TO uPTO

1,000 - 5500%? 400:....

GRAND

JOINUS APRIL 18th 10AM -3PM RRedwes

Hwy #13 & Hwy #8 - Redvers, SK (306) 452-3444 redvers.agricultural@sasktel.net
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Soil conditions good leading into seeding
Area producers gearing up for a busy season

BY RYaN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

While an overall mild winter, recent late-season snow-
storms have been a big boost for soil conditions in the
southeast. One thing everyone agreed on is that the Moo-
somin region is well-positioned for moisture, with pro-
ducers anticipating the busy seeding season beginning
somewhere in mid-to late April.

“I would say, out of all the areas in the province, we're
actually sitting pretty good for soil moisture,” said Wen-
dy Schatz Leeds, Lead Agronomist at Sharpe’s Crop Ser-
vices in Moosomin. “Our crops utilized a good amount
of the soil profile last summer, but we did have a bit of
recharge in the fall, and March is typically our high mois-
ture month for snow.”

With some areas of Saskatchewan still poised for
drought conditions, the southeast may be tlllae envy of

those closer to the Alberta border.

“We're sitting good enough with our soil moisture to
start our crop,” Schatz Leeds said. “Obviously, we're go-
ing to need rain for the season—crops can’t live without
water—but if you compare us to the western side of the
province, we actually look pretty decent.”

Right now, she foresees a decent growing season and
perh s a wetter year ahead.

“I think we're going to have a good growing season.
We've had above-normal temperatures for the winter,
and I'm a believer in averages. So we might have to re-
coup that somewhere along the way, but March is look-
ing pretty normal,” Schatz Leads remarked. “To me, this
feels like a regular March, so that might be a good sign
that we're going to continue with more normal weather.
There are some predictions that we're going to have a wet
in-season, a wet summer, which is always a positive, too.

As long as the farmers don’t have drowned-out areas,
that usually means there’s really good crop potential, and
maybe we’ll see some fungicide usage needed.”

A drier than average fall and mild winter certainly
raised concerns of what is being retained under that top-
soil, but the experts are confident in a good start to seed-
ing.

%From what I've read and seen, you guys are a little bit
above normal for some of the snowfall over the winter.
Probably alittle bit of a better start going into the growing
season than some other areas of the province, but defi-
nitely still needing a little bit more moisture throughout
the majority of the province and still into that souﬁ\east
part of the province a little bit as well,” said Meghan Ros-
so, Crops Extension Specialist with the provincial Minis-
try of Agriculture.

Continued on page 36 v=
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School and community engage youth in farming

BY EmMILY LEESON
FCC

If principal Kevin Van
Lagen (or Mr. V.L. as the
students at Altario School
call him) misses a day, he’s
liable to miss a lot.

“I wasn’t there one day,
but the student leaders had
a meeting and apparently
ended up trading four
lambs for six pigs—I came
back the next day and they
said, ‘Hey Mr. VL., we're
getting pigs!” ”

And indeed, that's how
decisions for the school
farm typically go. “The
students make a lot of the
choices,” Van Lagen says.

Learning that reflects
agricultural heritage

Altario School in Altario,
Alta., three hours north of
Medicine Hat, isn’t your
run-of-the-mill K-12 rural
school and Van Lagen isn’t
a typical principal. By em-
bracing the agricultural
heritage of the area and
strengthening the school’s
connection to its communi-
ty, Van Lagen is reworking
what rural education can
look like and introducing
students to a world of pos-
sibilities within agriculture.

Today, the school is sig-
nificantly ~different from
how it was when Van La-
gen arrived in 2014. “It’s
a strong community and
the school historically had
high academics, but I'd sa
t Ead fallen on some tougf‘:
times,” he explains. “There
was a lot of turnover. I was
actually ’the sv(th principal
in six years.”

That year, the school had
nine students graduate,
most of whom were head-
ing towards further studies

munity assist with differ-
ent aspects of the farm and
Van Lagen says there’s a
real sense of ownership be-
ing built. The community
is re-invested in the school
and the students are taking
the reins of their own edu-
cation.

Students in grades seven

through 12 can apply to
be farm leaders—respon-
sible for certain strands of
the farm business—and
younger students take part
on a week-by-week basis
doing chores.

Continued on page 37 v=

Van Lagen is reworking what rural education can look like and intro-

ducing students to a world of possibilities within agriculture.

in agriculture. But when
he asked them what path
within  agriculture they
were specifically interested
in, many were unaware
of the variety of different
routes they could pursue.

“I started realizing in
conversations with them
that they really didn't
know how many possi-
bilities there were,” ex-
plains Van Lagen. “That’s
ultimately where the idea
started to formulate: How
can we show more career
pathways in agriculture to
our students and celebrate
the fact that we are a very
agricultural  community?
That's our heritage, let’s
embrace it.”

A simple idea leads

to business investment
Without a background

in agriculture himself, Van

Lagen was nonetheless
up for the challenge. “I've
definitely learned a lot in
the last few years,” he says
with a laugh.

Van Lagen started by
coordinating a few agri-
cultural theme days for
the school and invited lo-
cal speakers and demon-
strations. That spring, he
thought it would be an
interesting idea to raise a
steer as a fundraiser for
the school. “A few parents
suggested, “Why not raise
it at the school?”” The local
agricultural society helped
out with funds for a shelter,
and the school put together
a little pen.

“In February of 2019, I
saw an advertisement for a
36’ by 36" barn, so I went to
our school board and said,
‘Do you think you could
buy us a barn?”

The answer was yes.

“In June, we had an open
house and a barn dance
in our new barn and we
auctioned off one of our
steers,” says Van Lagen.
“We got over $50,000 in do-
nations that night.”

Today, the school farm is
flourishing—in many di-
rections.

“We wusually raise tur-
keys and chickens, and we
have laying hens, sheep,
pigs, cow-calf pairs, and
we raise steers,” says Van
Lagen.

Inside a hydroponic food
modular, the students grow
fresh produce year-round.
“We harvest 500 plants a
week—we have a subscrip-
tion model where people
get boxes of produce every
week,” he explains.

Mentors and leaders
optimize and inspire
Mentors from the com-
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10 ways to drought-proof canola

BY MARISSA
RosrTaiLLe BaLoc

Farmers can’t control
the weather but they can
control their weather pre-
paredness. Can farmers ac-
tually “drought-proof” the
crop? No. A long drought
will result in significant
yield drop no matter what.
The follow steps can how-
ever give canola a better
chance at moderate success
when dry conditions occur.

1. Leave tall stubble. Re-
search from the Prairies
shows that, in dry condi-
tions, moisture from snow
trapped in stubble increas-
es until stubble is about 12”
tall.

2. Seed between the stub-
ble rows. This works in
tandem with tall stubble.
Precision seeding tools that
work between the rows of
tall stubble will result in
fewer complications from
the tall stubble. Farms get
the moisture gain from
the snow trap without the
issues of poor seed place-
ment. A combine that
achieves uniform residue
spread also helps.

3. Choose weather-toler-
ant cultivars. Cultivars that
yield consistently well in a
broad range of conditions
may provide an advantage
when drought conditions
occur. Ask around to see
which cultivars performed
best in recent dry seasons.

4. Select fields with low
herbicide carryover risk.
Canola is extremely sensi-
tive to Group 2 herbicide
carryover. Areas with mois-
ture accumulation through
the previous June, July and
August of 4” or less will be
at highest risk of herbicide
carryover. That risk will be
even higher in areas with
multiple dry years in a row.
Residual herbicides need
moist soils and warm tem-
peratures for breakdown to
occur within the expected
time frame.

5. Provide balanced nu-
trition. Crops with access
to an adequate supply of
all necessary nutrients
will have lower stress and
increased health. Recent
research from Agriculture
and Agri-Food Canada
shows that adequate sul-
phur can improve results
in drought conditions.

6. Use very low rates
of seed-placed fertilizer.
Even a small amount of
fertilizer can damage seed
and seedlings in dry con-
ditions. Higher seed-bed
utilization can increase the
spread between seed and
fertilizer, and lower the
risk from seed-placed fer-
tilizer, but these high dis-
turbance openers also dry
out the soil.

7. Consider a split fertil-
izer application. The sim-
plest approach is to apply
fertilizer at the time of
seeding using rates based
on the usual yield expec-
tation. An alternative is to
fertilize for low-moisture

To contact
Plain & Valley
call 306-435-2445
Visit us online at

www.plainandvalley.com

yield targets, then add an
in-crop application if mois-
ture and yield outlook im-
prove.

8. Achieve the recom-
mended plant stand. The
recommended range is five
to eight plants per square
foot. Emergence rate may
be lower than anticipat-
ed in dry conditions and
farmers will need enough
seed to achieve the five-
plant minimum.

9. Seed at around 1”7
depth.  When  seeding
early into dry soils, seed
around 1”7 — even if seed
is not placed in moisture.
Rain, when it does come,
can provide the moisture
needed for germination
and emergence. Seeding
deep to chase moisture can
result in lower vigour, de-
layed emergence, uneven
stands and more flea beetle

2016 NEW HOLLAND CX8.80
$246,900

Stock: 10784C

susceptibility. If seeding to
reach moisture, place seed
at the top of the moisture
and pack well to prevent
further moisture loss.

10. Keep other stress to a
minimum. Remove weed
competition. Weeds take
up moisture and nutrients
while the crop struggles to
establish. For flea beetles,
the action threshold of 25
per cent leaf area loss could
be lowered with a thinner,
dryer stand.

For more, including
valuable links, read the full
article in the Plant Estab-
lishment section at canola-
watch.org/ fundamentals.

Marissa Robitaille Balog is
an agronomy specialist with
the Canola Council of Canada
in Southern Alberta. Email
robitaillem@canolacouncil.

org.
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Government of Canada and Saskatchewan announce
2024 Crop Insurance Program enhancements

BY SAMANTHA EDEL
SASKATCHEWAN CROP INSURANCE CORORATION

Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food Minister (AAFC)
Lawrence MacAulay and Saskatchewan Agriculture Min-
ister David Marit have announced details of the 2024
Crop Insurance Program, administered by the Saskatch-
ewan Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC).

“As a farmer myself, I know it can be hard to protect
your business while continuing to produce the food Ca-
nadians and customers around the world rely on,” Min-
ister of Agriculture and Agri-Food Lawrence MacAulay
said. “In the face of i mcreasmg challenges, it’s vitally im-
portant that farmers in Saskatchewan have risk manage-
ment tools available to them, like crop insurance, to help
minimize the economic effects of production losses.”

“It is important to ensure Business Risk Management
Programs are comﬁrehensive and provide relevant, reli-
able coverage for the diverse operations of our Saskatch-
ewan producers,” Marit said. “We recognize weather
conditions brought significant challenges in recent years

OMING
SOON

OUR ANNUAL
SPRING FERTILIZER

SEASON

and these programs are a producer’s first line of defense.
I encourage all producers to take a proactive approach to
tailor their coverage to further manage and mitigate their
risk.”

This year’s enhancements build on SCIC’s existing
suite of Business Risk Management programs that have
demonstrated success in providing support to produc-
ers impacted by drought conditions. Over the last three
years, this suite of programs has largely responded to
weather-related production losses, providing over six bil-
lion dollars of insurance claims and other program ben-
efits directly to Saskatchewan producers.

For 2024, multi-peril crop insurance average coverage
is $389 per acre, a decrease from 2023, largely due to an
average decrease in insured commodity prices. As a re-
sult, the average premium is also decreasing to $12.71.
Producers’ coverage and premium are individualized to
their operation. Coverage reflects each producer’s pro-
duction records and premium reflects each producer’s
claim history.

SCIC’s existing Weather-Based Programs include For-
age Rainfall Insurance, the Corn Rainfall Insurance, and
Corn Heat Unit Insurance. The rainfall insurance pro-
grams provide protection in the event seasonal precipita-
tion is below the long-term average, adjusted for extreme
heat. The Corn Heat Unit Insurance Program insures
against a shortage of heat units over the growing season.
A selection of program options allows producers to tailor
coverage to their needs.

Introduced for the 2024 Crop Insurance Program,
SCIC’s weather-based programs now provide options to
insure intercrops and additional feed crops. The Mixed
Forage Rainfall Insurance Program protects any forage
feed crop not previously covered under weather-based
programs, including mixed forage, greenfeed and silage,
if seasonal precipitation is below average. With the Inter-
crop Rainfall Insurance Program, annual intercrops in-
tended for harvest can now be insured for below average
seasonal precipitation.

Continued on page 38 v
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Good Question Saskatchewan looking for your questions

w Continued from page 18

“And it’s always through
that lens of ‘What does
this tell you about the cul-
ture of this place?’ And it's
fascinating. I think that if
you weren’t from here, 1
think you’d have a really
1§ood sense of the place and

opefully by the end, when
we're done with this pod-
cast, you'll have a really
good sense of Saskatch-
ewan, and that's why we
need more stories from dif-
ferent parts of the province
as well.”

The podcast is brand
new, launching at the end
of January.

“We have five or six epi-
sodes so far and they’ll be
dropped weekly on Tues-
days,” says Grebinski.

“l want to give you an-
other example of some-
thing we’re working on
right now that is a story as
old as time—the ongoing
conversation about day-
light saving time and how
we don’t bring forward or
roll our clocks back. We've
told that story over the
years, but it’s kind of fun-
ny how, for me as someone
who's lived here my whole
life, T actually couldn’t re-
ally tell you why.

“So I'm still finding that
there’s so much to discover
about Saskatchewan that
you think you know, but
do you really know? And
they’re great conversa-
tion starters just about this
place.

“Thinking about that
story as one that’s has been
told over and over—I mean
Brad Wall campaigned say-
ing ‘I'm getting rid of it’ in
2007, and we talked about
a referendum in 2011 and
it didn’t happen. But today
in 2024, following a year
where we saw unprece-
dented growth in Saskatch-
ewan and so many Eeople
moving to Saskatchewan
from outside of the coun-
try, how does that affect
people today?

“So I talked to a guy who
will be on a future pod-
cast episode about this.
He’s from India, he works
at the university (of Sas-
katchewan), he connects
researchers from all around

the globe, he’s at VIDO, so
a high profile place where
a lot of stuff happens.
He’s lining up meetings in
Australia, and he’s trying
to reach his parents back
home. You wouldn’t think
an hour would mean much
but it throws his life off for
a bit. So he’s representative
of a whole lot of people
here who may not have
been here that long and are
like “Why don’t we follow
the rest of the country?’

“We're going to tell you
on Good Question Sas-
katchewan.

“And another one is
bunnyhugs. I will tell you
why we call it a bunnyhu,
because I've done resear
and Nichole and I found
some people who could
talk about it and that's just
for fun.

“So the podcast is a little
explainer about the culture
of this place, and hopefully
when people listen they
feel a sense of belonging
and a sense of understand-
ing even if they're just a
tourist and they're like,
“What's cool about this
place?” They are these little
bite-sized stories about
Saskatchewan.”

What are some of the
questions that have been
tackled so far on some of
the episodes?

“Nichole has mentioned
Regina style pizza. That
was our first episode and,
wow, if we weren't sure
what  would resonated
with people, Regina pizza
sure did,” says Grebinski.

“Because it's not just
about the pizza,” adds
Huck. “It's about the story-
telling in the podcast.

“The one character that I
got to go meet at Tumblers,
the guy who owns Tum-
blers in Regina, he is just an
amazing character. He is so
1E:assionate about pizza that

e keeps his recipe locked
up. Not just his recipe but
his spices, and he takes his
garbage to an undisclosed
location so there’s not any
business spying. He’s just
like next level, and I think
that people just really reso-
nated with this guy and his
passion for this pizza—I
mean you love it or hate it,
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Good Question Saskatchewan”
producer Nichole Huck.

right?

“It’s the Greeks that we
give credit to because if
you go to The Tower res-
taurant in Estevan, you can
get that same style of pizza,
but it’s the storytelling in it
that makes it fun. I think
that we're always trying
to be a little bit surprising
in the storytelling. There’s
always a little element that
makes you go, ‘Huh.!

“Kevin, probably ev-
erK newcomer you talk to
who’s moved to your part
of the province has asked
you about winter, right?
Like, ‘What am I supposed
to do in winter? What do
other people do in winter?’
So we tackled that because
it’s such a common ques-
tion that people get, and
‘How are we supposed to
dress?’

“It's notjust about the list
on how to do it. It's about
people who came from hot
countries and they thought
they were going to die at
the’ start of winter. These
are the things that made
them able to settle and not
only accept winter, but em-

brace winter and become
people who love winter.
Leisha went and met this
new Ghanaian student
who's first job was at an ice
skating rink and she had
to Google what inclement
weather was before she
started. So it’s just that sto-
rytelling that makes it spe-
cial.”

“We did one on cold
plunging which is a thing
right now,” says Grebin-
ski. “It's a bit of a fad and
you see a lot of it on social
media. People are selling
these plunge pools, there’s
people jumping into lakes
when it’s cold and sharing
it on Instagram, but Nicho-
le was thinking about how
she was seeing people in
Saskatchewan doing it.

“So we took this kind of
craze around cold plung-
ing and aEplied it to life
in Saskatchewan and put
a critical lens on it because
we're still journalists and
wanted to know more. Like
what are the benefits and
what are the risks? How
does this apply to life in
Saskatchewan?
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“We found people who
do it for the emotional ben-
efits, and so I loved that
episode because it was a
surprising take. And we're
all scrolling, we all see lots
of things online, but then
to bring it back home to a
place like Saskatchewan,
you learn about the people,
you learn about how it ap-
plies here, and there were
just a lot of layers to that
story that I don’t think you
can find anywhere else.”

“One of the questions
I asked of someone who
works outside—he has a
pile company and spends
most of his winter outside
and takes a cold shower in
the morning,” adds Huck.
“He’s like, ‘Is there some-
thing to this? Why does
taking a cold show actually
feel better for me to go and
be able to work outside
for the rest of the day after
that?” So he was a bit of a
surprising person asking
the question, and I think
that we were able to think
about it in bigger terms
too. If people are doing this
for resilience, then what
does it say about us Sas-
katchewan people who are
always putting ourselves
in uncomfortable situa-
tions? Does that just build
resilience around our area
and we as Saskatchewan

eople?

“So I think it's really
fun and I'm hopeful that
it's something that people
who are taking a road trip
in Saskatchewan can just
put on in the car with their
family. Or if you're driving
to work or wherever, you
can just put it on and learn
something, have some-
thing conversational to talk
about with people. It’s like
fun facts about this place
that help you understand
other people in it.”

Grebinski says they try
to find different ways to
answer the various ques-
tions, with a heavy focus

on storytelling from real
Saskatchewan people.

“Experts are part of it,
but I think the examples
that we just shared really
just demonstrate to me
that it’s about the people.
So sure we can find people
who know a bit about lay-
ering up in winter, and so
yes, they are experts, but
really the heart of that story
was that person’s own per-
sonal experience and her
own sense of adventure in
moving here and taking a
job that she knew nothing
about.

“So yes, there’s always
someone to call on who
has expertise in whatever
topic it is that we're pursu-
ing, but I really think what
TI've learned over the past
few episodes—and I think
Nichole would agree—it’s
about our neighbors. It's
the people who are around
us.

“I think we've always
known this because both
Nichole and T have worked
at CBC a long time and
we're privileged to talk
to people all the time, but
there’s somethmg special
about this.”

Questions for the pod-
cast can be emailed to
goodquestionsask@cbc.ca

As part of the interview for
this story, Nichole and Leisha
asked Kevin for some ideas
for questions for the podcast.
Read his column next week
for the questions he has.

Scan this QR code to
listen to episodes of Good
Question Saskatchewan:
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Figure 1: Average cultivated farmland value changes for 2023.

2023 upward trends in farmland
values suggest a resilient market

BY CorBIN CHAU
FCC DATA ANALYST, VALUATIONS

Economic conditions in the agriculture
sector worsened throughout 2023. Cana-
dian field crop production declined in
2023 due to drought conditions in West-
ern Canada along with overall pressures
on commodity prices. Input costs and
interest rates remained high, resulting in
tightening profit margins. Yet FCC is re-
porting an average increase of 11.5% in
cultivated land values for Canada in 2023,
the second highest increase since 2014,
and slightly below the average growth
recorded last year. This post summarizes
provincial trends observed in cultivated
land, and the full FCC Farmland Values
Report also presents provincial and re-
gional trends in irrigated land and pas-
tureland values.

Provincial trends

Our analysis covers the period of Janu-
ary 1 to December 31, 2023. The highest
reported increase in average farmland
values was in Saskatchewan at 15.7%, fol-
lowed by Quebec at 13.3% with Manitoba
rounding out the top three at 11.1% (Fig-
ure 1).

All other provinces were below the
national average: Ontario’s average was
10.7%, Nova Scotia reported 7.8%, P.E.IL
recorded an increase of 7.4%, Alberta’s
growth stood at 6.5% and New Brunswick
had growth of 5.6%.

For the first time in recent years, we
are publishing a provincial decline with
British Columbia recording an average
decrease of 3.1%. This province is where
we find the highest per acre values in the
country, and the largest decreases in val-
ues were observed in regions of the prov-
ince with the highest per acre value.

Cash on hand stimulates growth
Statistics Canada reports that total
field crop receipts recorded the strongest

growth between 2022 and 2023 in Sas-
katchewan (6.1%) and Manitoba (4.4%)
(Table 1). The largest appreciation re-
ported between 2021 and 2022 was in
Quebec and Ontario at 28.9% and 27.3%,
respectively. These four provinces led the
country in farmland value appreciation
in 2023. This positive correlation between
receipts and land value appreciation sug-
gests that liquidities lead to stronger pur-
chasing power and higher demand for
farmland.

The average current ratio of these four
provinces climbed from 2020 to 2022 (Fig-
ure 2). At the end of 2022, it stood sig-
nificantly above the average of the last
20 years. Farm operations overall were
in a strong position to meet financial ob-
ligations as current assets far exceeded
current liabilities. The balance of Cana-
dian agriculture in 2023 likely deterio-
rated because of lower commodity prices,
weaker yields in the Prairie provinces and
elevated interest rates and input costs
(2023 data will be released later this year).
Yet the trend prior to 2023 suggests that
the robust financial health of Canadian
agriculture can be supportive of the de-
mand for farmland. Strong demand for
farmland combined with a tight supply
of farmland available explains the strong
increases in values.

Looking forward to 2024

The farmland market posted on aver-
age another year of solid growth last year,
with 2024 having the potential to be a piv-
otal year. Profit margins for grain, oilseed
and pulse operations are expected to be
tighter than the most recent five-year av-
erage. While the Bank of Canada is likely
to bring its policy interest rate down in
the second half of the year, borrowing
costs will remain elevated. Against this
economic backdrop, our upcoming blog
on March 27 will investigate the deterio-
ration in the affordability of farmland.
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Table 1: Total field crop receipts (including deferred grain receipts)
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Budget delivers record investment in agriculture

Saskatchewan’s ~ 2024-
25 Budget released March
20 supports Saskatche-
wan’s agriculture industry
through ~ investments in
programming for produc-
ers and agri-businesses,
funding for agricultural re-
search and enhancements
to crop insurance. The
Ministry of Agriculture
budget is $570.6 million, a
$22.4 million increase from
the previous year.

“Our province’s agri-
culture sector is the back-
bone of our economy while
helping to feed the world
through sustainable crop
and livestock production,”
Agriculture Minister Da-
vid Marit said. “Our in-
vestments in this year’s
budget support the contin-
ued competitiveness and
strength of the sector.”

This year’s Agriculture
budget includes $431.7 mil-
lion, an increase of $23.7
million over last year, to
fund a suite of federal-pro-
vincial risk management
programs, including Crop
Insurance and AgriStabil-
ity, through the Sustain-
able Canadian Agricultural
Partnership.

Crop Insurance premi-
ums and coverage levels
are both down from 2023,
largely due to an average
decrease in insured com-
modity prices. The average
multi-peril coverage level
is $389 per acre and aver-
age premium is $12.71 per
acres. Producers’ coverage
and premium are individu-

alized to their operation,
reflecting each producer’s
production records and
claim history.

Introduced for the 2024
Crop Insurance Program,
Saskatchewan Crop Insur-
ance Corporation’s (SCIC)
weather-based  programs
now provide options to
insure intercrops and addi-
tional mixed feed crops. All
weather-based  programs
are enhanced through an
added 38 weather stations
to SCIC’s existing network,
bringing the total to 224
stations across the prov-
ince.

The budget invests $89.4
million for a second year of
strategic initiatives under
the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural  Partnership,
including the Irrigation
Development and Irriga-
tion Efficiency programs,
to help develop new ir-
rigated acres and support
improved energy and wa-
ter efficiency of existing
systems. Saskatchewan
has developed more than
55,000 new irrigated acres
in the last four years, well
on the way to the Growth
Plan target of 85,000 acres.

The funding for strate-
gic initiatives contains an
investment of more than
$38.0 million for agricul-
tural research, including
support for institutions
that do state-of-the-art re-
search in Saskatchewan,
project funding and pro-
grams that promote the
implementation of new
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technologies.

As producers continue
to deal with the effects of
consecutive years of dry
conditions, this year’s bud-
get also includes a freeze
on the Crown land graz-
ing rate at 2022 levels. Ad-
ditionally, producers who
must reduce their stocking
rates on Crown grazing
land due to drought will
be eligible for a lease dis-
count.

Despite challenging
weather conditions, Sas-
katchewan producers

harvested more than 31.0
million acres in 2023 and
exported a record $20.2 bil-
lion in agri-food products.

Introducing Vermeer N-series balers - the newest models in the flagship line from
the company that started it all. Heavy-duty components provide superior strength
and durability. Smart features like the available automatic pickup clutch and
auto lube system further extend machine life. Plus, they’re backed by the best
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Key international export markets see
signifcant agri-food volume i increases

Algeria, Indonesia and Morocco, three
of Saskatchewan’s key international
markets, saw significant increases in
provincial agri-food exports in 2023
over, the previous year.

“The increase in exports to important
international markets like Algeria, In-
donesia and Morocco are yet another
example of our agriculture sector’s re-
siliency and dedication to providing
reliable, high-quality agri-food prod-
ucts worldwide,” Agriculture Minister
David Marit said. “Numbers like these
showcase the success we are seeing
through our presence in world markets
and building key relationships with our
partners across the globe.”

Exports to Algeria had the third-high-
est increase in volume among Saskatch-
ewan’s top markets at 1,232,110 tonnes,
or over 69 per cent. Algeria is Saskatche-
wan’s fourth-leading market in volume

with the top export commodities being
durum and lentils.

Indonesia’s export numbers had a
similar rise with an over 62 per cent
increase in volume. Indonesia rose to
Saskatchewan'’s sixth-leading agri-food
market in 2023. The top commodity Sas-
katchewan exports to Indonesia is non-
durum wheat.

Morocco had solid growth in volume
with a 22 per cent increase reaching
745,339 tonnes. Morocco is currently
Saskatchewan’s eighth-leading export
partner, with durum and lentils being
the top commodities.

Saskatchewan has already surpassed
its 2030 Growth Plan target of $20 bil-
lion in agri-food exports with total ship-
ments of $20.2 billion for 2023. Overall,
the total volume of Saskatchewan’s agri-
food exports increased over 26 per cent
over the previous year.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR ALL
2024 SALES ONLINE BIDDING

Check our website often for updates and more sales!!!

Quad D Farms Ltd. Sandy Acres Ltd. 1 Stephenson Farms
Arnaud, MB Melita, MB V\--1{R Sidney, MB

More Farms Ltd. River Hills Ranch Ltd. Chomenchuk Farms Ltd.
Elgin, MB A L Strathclair, MB Pine River, MB

Ron Buhler lan & Liz McDonald 24 Brock & Debbie Butler
Plumas, MB Austin, MB Yo Souris, MB

: Edith Desrochers & the
Murray & Donna Raab Crosswind Farms Ltd.
@ Fleming, SK Elkhorn, MB E:‘:zt:ronfn gomlan Desrochers

fl‘ r t' n m For complete details and
ase a llG IO (] GO to sign up for online bidding.
FRASER AUCTION SERVICE P: 204-727-2001 | TF:1-800-483-5856 | Email: office@fraserauction.com | Brandon, MB

Like us f Fraser Auction Service Ltd. | Follow us )X @fraserauction
0/0 Scott Campbell / Lori Gampbell / Jesse Campbell | Licensed and bonded. PL. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.AA.,AAA.,AAC.




April 2024

Plain and Valley

31

Birkbeck safely out of Haiti

Tanya Birkbeck flew out of Haiti just before the airport was closed by gang violence

BY KEVIN WEEDMARK

Tanya Birkbeck, who works with the
World Food Organization in Haiti and
who grew up in Welwyn, Sask. is safely
out of Haiti.

Shortly after Birkbeck told her story
to World-Spectator journalist Ashley
Bochek, explaining the important work
she does with the World Food Organi-
zation in the country, Haiti exploded
into major unrest with criminal gangs
attacking the airport in Port-au-Prince.

On Monday, March 11, the day the
interview was published in the World-
Spectator Birkbeck stopped by the
World-Spectator office to let everyone
know she is safe, and to provide an up-
date before flying to Uganda.

She was home visiting her family in
Welwyn, on a planned break from her
duties in Haiti.

Birkbeck says she wishes she was still
in Haiti, and the only reason she is no
longer there is timing, with the airport
attacks starting only two days after she
left for a scheduled break.

“I'm a consultant, so that means
that once a year I have to take a month
break—it’s mandatory. It was just tim-
ing. It was a complete coincidence that
my contract break was due and so I
left,” she says. “Actually everything was
totally normal at the airport when T left
and then two days later was the first at-
tempt of attacks at the airports. So I was
watching that and was thinking, ‘okay we
don'’t really know where this is going to
go’ at that point, but the situation has con-
tinued to degrade since then.

“So basically, if [hadn’t left when I did, I
would still be stuck there. The staff, every-
body who was still there in Port-au-Prince
at that time, is stuck there. They’re shelter-
ing in place and they’re doing okay.

“I'm in constant contact with them and
for a lot of people who are outside of the
country right now it’s a wait-and-see situ-
ation to see when people can go back or
if they’ll go back to work maybe in the
north of the country in Cap Haitien where
there’s another international airport that’s
accessible at this point. So some members
of our team including our country director
have gone to Cap Haitien. We have a field
office there, so they’re functioning out of
there and the staff in Port-au-Prince are
sheltering in place. Everybody seems to be
doing okay and they seem to be coping.”

Birkbeck says she is worried about her
colleagues.

“Of course I'm worried about them. It's
not an easy situation and one of the most
difficult parts of it is that you just don’t
what’s going to happen,” she says. “You
can’t plan when you're going to leave—
you have to be ready to go at any point
but it could be two days, it could be two
weeks, it could be two months. You don’t

1620 1ST STREET NORTH

BRANDON, MB

Tanya Birkbeck and World-Spectator editor Kevin Weed-
mark at the World-Spectator office.

really know how long it’s going to be. So
for alot of people that have been in similar
situations, I know that uncertainty can be
really, really difficult. And the other thing
that’s really hard, honestly, is that you re-
ally worry about your family at home—
about them worrying about you. For my
colleagues there, that's what they’ve told
me. They're like, “We're doing fine. We're
coping.”

“They’re really busy because the com-
munications team is getting tons of media
requests right now. Everybody wants to
know what’s going on in Haiti. So I'm sure
that they’re overwhelmed with work and
you know, you just put your nose down
and you do what you have to do, but then
ﬁou’re really worried about your family at

ome and how they’re perceiving it and
what they are getting from the news.

“You see the chaos on the street, and you
worry about people there, but we’re not
wandering through the streets. The only
time we ever leave is in an armoured car
and right now nobody is going to those
areas. That's not what my colleagues are
experiencing, but they are experiencing a
lot of uncertainty right now.”

Birkbeck says it's not surprising that the
security situation in Haiti has degraded so
much, and security officials had predicted
the current breakdown.

“We've known for quite some time. Our
security team is analyzing the situation all
the time and the security team is a very
key part of the organization. We don’t do
anytﬁing without doing a thorough secu-
rity assessment before we move out on any

- HOURS -
Monday - Friday 8:00am-5:30pm
Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

people being displaced within the capi-
tal and then in this most recent stint of
violence, that’s been magnified. There’s
even more. So we've continued to be
able to deliver hot meals and that's a
stop gap. A hot meal is not a sustain-
able relief solution but it's something
that can provide people with the food
that they need in an immediate sense.

“Also in rural areas we continue to
work with farmers, we continue to
work with farmers’ co-ops and we con-
tinue to work with schools so that we
continue to provide school meals when
it's possible to the schools that are open.
So even though the situation is extreme-
ly challenging, it's not exactly the same
situation across the country that it is in
the capital. So in some areas movement
is possible and being able to continue to
support farmers, support local markets
and provide meals is something that we
can continue to do.

Continued on page 32 v
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mission within the country.
So the security team is look-
ing at it and it’s something
that they predicted would
happen—it was just a ques-
tion of when. So what’s
happening right now is not
a surprise to me. Of course
I'm saddened to see what's
happening. I'm saddened
to see that there are people
being killed on the street. I
don’t know what the path
is out of this but it’s not a
total surprise.”

Is Birkbeck hopeful that
there is some way forward
for Haiti that will get the
country past this difficult
time?

“I think you always have
to have hope,” she says.
“I couldn’t do the kind of
work that I'm doing if you
don’t feel that there’s a
path out somehow. Despite
the huge challenges right
now in logistics and secu-
rity, WEP is still managing
to provide hot meals for
thousands of people who
are displaced within Port-
au-Prince. This is thanks to
the network of local organi-
zations that we work with.
So every week, for the past
couple of months, we've
been seeing thousands of
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v Continued from page 31

“I think that really the hope for the coun-
try just in terms of food security—which is
the domain that I specifically work in—I
think that the key is definitely to work with
the farmers. People have this image of WFP
bringing in bags of rice and beans from out-
side of the country and it’s true that it is a
part of what we do, as Haiti is a country
that's dependant on food imports, but the
real way to not only assure the food secu-
rity of the country but to also protect the
country from the effects of these shocks
of—it could be of violence or it could be an
extreme weather event—the way to protect
the country from that is to have local pro-
duction and to have locally accessible food.

“So if the road is blocked from Port-au-
Prince and a city outside of the capital,
there’s still a source of food. So I think
that's something that will resonate with a
lot of people here. To have a strong local
economy is really the key to helping the
whole country. A humanitarian response is
really important because if you don’t have
food and you have people who are starv-
ing, that creates greater unrest.

“So we need to have a humanitarian re-
sponse and we need to have work with the
local farmers, but there does need to be a
security solution as well, particularly in
Port-au-Prince. That's not my place to say
what that might be, but the security situa-
tion does have to improve.”

Birkbeck says she is happy for her fam-
ily’s sake that she is safely out of Haiti, but
says, professionally and personally, she
wishes she was there.

“In this particular moment I happen to
be staying with my mom and dad, and for
the sake of my mom and dad, I'm glad I'm
here, because it's really difficult to know
that your family members are at home and
watching this on TV,” she says, “But pro-
fessionally and personally I wish that I was
there because [ know that whenever you're
in a moment of crisis like this, communica-
tion is super important. For our organiza-
tion in particular, it's really important for
us, not only to make sure that the world
knows what's happening in Haiti right
now but to also say, ‘Despite what's hap-
ll'alening we are able to continue. We still

ave a path forward in terms of improving
the food security of this country.”

“So I wish that I was there to help my

Plain and Valley

Birkbeck safely out of Haiti

Tanya Birkbeck flew out of Haiti just before the alrport was closed by gang violence

Tanya Birkbeck interviewing women in Haiti who have started small
businesses thanks to cash transfers administered by the World Food

Program.

team, honestly. Personally I can’t wait to go
back, but at the same time I've learned over
the years that there are situations like this
that are completely out of our control and
so there’s nothing that I can do to get back
faster. When the time comes and there’s the
logistical capacity for me to do so, I know
that the organization will make it happen,
and for now I just have to sit tight and
just support them however I can just over
Whatsapp basically.”

Birkbeck says there are small ways she
can help from outside the country.

“I can provide emotional support. I can
ask ‘Do you need to talk? If they ever
need words of encouragement or, for my
colleagues that are there, if they want to
bounce ideas off of me, of course I'm al-
ways available for that,” she says. “I've
been taking an awful lot of media requests.
Even this morning my Whatsapp is flash-
ing—CNN wants to talk, BBC wants to
talk—so of course I'm passing those on to
my colleagues and making sure that all
of the communication that I'm getting is
passed on. Other than that it’s a bit diffi-
cult—just offer emotional support and help
support them if they have any questions.”

Birkbeck says it's not up to her to decide
what happens next in terms of getting back
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to Haiti.

“It's not my call. It's completely out
of my hands,” she says. “It's something
which, in the case of a crisis, there’s a crisis
management team within the WFP but also

April 2024

within the UN as a whole. So these are deci-
sions that are being made on another level
from me and even sometimes outside of the
organization itself, so there has to be an es-
tablishment of it being safe and it also has
to be cost effective if you're moving a lot of
people—a logistical line to go back into the
country. So sometimes the people who are
there just have to sit tight and the people
who are outside also have to sit tight and
just be patient.”

With a month of leave, Birkbeck was
planning to travel to Uganda and South
Sudan for her holiday.

“Because I have so many contacts and
so many friends there,” she says. “I know
a young lady there and she has actually
studied journalism. I met her at a radio sta-
tion in South Sudan and she was in a diffi-
cult situation, to be married against her will
and without her consent.

“So we did a crowd-funder maybe five
or six years ago now, I topped it up, and
we were able to send her to university in
Uganda and she’s graduated with a Jour-
nalism degree.

“So she’s back in South Sudan now and
she’s working at a marketing company and
I'm enormously proud of her. I love her like
a daughter. So, I want to g0 back and see
her and see how she’s doing.”

RICHARDSON

PIONEER

OUR SA

Sharing a true pioneering spirit
with the farmers that make our
global food supply possible.
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Sask leads increase in farmland values at
15.7 per cent, Manitoba up 11.1 per cent

BY RyAaN KIEDROWSKI
LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Land continues to rise in value accord-
ing to the latest numbers from Farm Credit
Canada. Their findings noted the value of
farmland across Canada as climbing by 11.5
per cent last year, with Saskatchewan in par-
ticular leading the country with a 15.7 per
cent increase in 2023.

The highest average provincial increases
in farmland values were observed in Sas-
katchewan, Quebec, Manitoba and Ontario,
with double-digit average increases of 15.7,
13.3, 11.1 and 10.7 per cent, respectively.

“Farmland prices have continued to in-
crease at a rapid pace over the last couple
of years, even when economic conditions
suggested the growth should slow,” said J.P.
Gervais, FCC’s chief economist.

Other provinces marking average increas-
es (but below the national average) were
Nova Scotia (7.8 per cent), Prince Edward
Island (7.4 per cent), Alberta (6.5 per cent)
and New Brunswick (5.6 per cent). British
Columbia recorded a 3.1 per cent decline in
2023, but retains bragging rights as having

the highest farmland values on average.

“The good news is that farmland value
increases reflect a positive outlook for the
demand of agriculture commodities and
the quality food we produce in Canada,”
Gervais said. “Producers have a long track
record of making strategic investments in
land. These long-term investments in food
production have spurred growth and create
a bright future for Canada’s agriculture and
food industry.”

So what's driving those prices up year
over year? Some say it's a simple supply
and demand scenario.

“The supply is limited compared to the
demand, and so when you get that de-
mand/supply curve in that direction, that
means traditionally prices go up,” said Ken
Gurney, a senior appraiser with FCC based
in Lethbridge. “If you're the one that has the
land and are selling, then it is a good posi-
tion to be in.”

With those land values increasing, equi-
ty in land holdings follows—making for a
prime seller’s market.

“But on the flip side are young farmers

-
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or the smaller people that are trying to ex-
pand their operations,” Gurney noted. “Of-
ten that can be a real barrier to get over, the
price of land.”

Whether the trend will continue this year
is anybody’s guess as even the 2023 num-
bers were somewhat of a surprise given con-
ditions at the beginning of that year.

“We came into the year with headwinds—
the interest rates climb dramatically, com-
pared to historic and then we had weather
issues, lack of moisture, we had commodity
prices dropping, and we still had increases
in land values,” Gurney said. “So looking
into 2024, who knows where we're going
because we're still kind of in that same boat
right at the moment.”

A constant theme spanning generations
is the tenacity of producers across the prov-
ince.

“The one thing I've learned over the years
is farmers are a very resilient bunch of peo-

VVITERR/N

ple,” Gurney said.

Gervais echoed that sentiment, adding
that a note of caution remains evident when
comparing numbers over the past several
months.

“Purchasing land in the year ahead will
come with careful consideration of the price
and timing,” he said. “Some operations
will prefer to wait and see where land val-
ues will settle while others may move more
quickly should adjacent land become avail-
able, or simply because it fits their strategic
business plans.”

The FCC noticed a slight decline in farm-
land transactions in 2023 as compared to the
year previous—an example of lowered con-
fidence in the overall economic climate.

“The expectation of weaker farm rev-
enues and elevated borrowing costs and
input prices are expected to stretch out this
cautious environment for farmland transac-
tions into 2024,” according to Gervais.

THE
AGRICULTURE
NETWORK
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Where water meets the field

As the United Nations put the spotlight on World Water Day on March 22, irrigation and livestock water
quality remain among the leading research topics at the University of Saskatchewan (USask)

BY JOANNE PAULSON

Can you think of anything more important to agricul-
ture than water?

No?

Neither can researchers in the College of Agriculture
and Bioresources at the University of Saskatchewan (US-
ask).

Whether it’s growing crops or hydrating livestock,
water comes into almost every conversation about food.

Now, new research projects are getting underway to
investigate two important elements of water manage-
ment.

Making the irrigation decision

Irrigation is the focus of a project led by Dr. Patrick
Lloyd-Smith (PhD), associate professor in the Depart-
ment of Agricultural and Resource Economics and a
member of the Global Institute for Water Security at US-
ask.

Funding of $200,000 for the three-year project, which
will ramp up this summer, comes from the provincial
Ministry of Agriculture through the Agriculture Devel-
opment Fund.

The project is motivated in part by the provincial gov-
ernment’s announcement in 2020 to spend $4 billion on
expanding irrigation to capitalize on irrigation potential.
The project will focus on guiding agricultural producers
through decisions around whether to adopt irrigation
while evaluating potential profits and the capital costs of
installing a system.

Lloyd-Smith said irrigation is a big decision, not just a
crop choice change.

“This is a wholesale transformation of your operation,
starting with a big capital outlay,” he said.

For example, going from dryland farming to irrigation
expands cropping opportunities, and not just switching
from “canola dryland to canola irrigated, but canola dry-
land to potatoes irrigated or other specialty crops.”

The project will evaluate existing crop choices, with or
without irrigation, from data compiled by the Ministry
of Agriculture, the Saskatchewan Water Security Agen-
cy, and other sources.

Lloyd-Smith and his team will also engage producers
through interviews, focus groups and a large-scale sur-
vey, to gather information “and also some of the behav-
ioural factors that may influence the decision whether to
irrigate or not.”

The research will also look at the policy side, he said.

“What sort of manaiement changes or water alloca-
tion rules could be or should be implemented?”

Lloyd-Smith has seen an interest in moving to flexible
allocation mechanisms for Saskatchewan.

“As an economist, I'm interested in different water
market allocation systems and water pricing systems
that can ensure there’s enough water to go around as
well as facilitate water being allocated to areas or pro-
ducers or sectors that value it the highest,” Lloyd-Smith
said.

He added that he is “lucky to be working with” Dr.
Dionne Pohler (PhD), associate professor at the Edwards
School of Business, along with Jillian Brown, a PhD stu-
dent in the Johnson-Shoyama Graduate School of Public
Policy “who has considerable experience in the irriga-
tion industry in the province.”

Also on the irrigation front, the College of AgBio is of-
fering a new micro-credential sustainable irrigation pro-

Yorkton Auction Centre
Planning on selling
some Equipment or
having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?

Give our Sales Manager a call today!
Trenth Guen £
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A canal connecting to the Broderick Reservoir, built in 1967, and located approximately 82
kilometres south of Saskatoon.

gram under its continuing education arm.

The non-credit community-level program introduces
learners to the foundational knowledge required for
sound decision-making in irrigated agriculture.

of Animal and Poultry Science, and USask Centennial

Enhancement Chair in Ruminant Nutritional Physiol-

ogy, is starting a new project—the fourth in a series—to

evaluate the impact of high-sulfate water on cattle and

sheep.
Saving livestock from sulfate

Dr. Greg Penner (PhD), a professor in the Department
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Soil conditions good leading into seeding

w Continued from page 2

“We started with a drler fall. We haven’t
got quite as much snowfall throughout the
majority of the winter. I think this last little
bit of moisture that we got over the last
couple of weeks of snowfall set some good
moisture into that top soil surface layer, so
hopefully we will get some good germina-
tion conditions for the spring. Hopefully,
we can get some more moisture to replenis {1
some of that subsoil moisture in the soil.”

Rosso also pointed to snowpack surveys
conducted by the Water Security Agency,
which collected data up to March 1. Even
without taking into account snow that hit
the ground past that point, the southeast
corner remained well-positioned.

“They estimated that the snowpack
ranged from well below normal in some ar-
eas of the southwest to above normal in ar-
eas that were west of Saskatoon,” Rosso ex-
plained. “As you move into the eastern part
of the province, they surveyed and antici-
pated tﬁat the snowpack was near normal,
and then as you move to the northern part
of the province, the snowpack still remained
well below normal for wﬁat they’re used to
in that area. There is still lots of time going
into the growing season to increase some
moisture in that soil.”

“We're still trending a little bit into to the
drier conditions, but hopefully, with some
good moisture in the spring, we can start to
replenish some of those moisture losses that
we've seen over the last couple years,” she
concluded.

In Rocanville, they’re pleased to see the re-
cent snow and confident the added moisture
will soak in nicely.

“With the last two snow storms we had,
I believe we're sitting pretty good for mois-
ture conditions—better than other areas I've
heard of,” commented Rylar Hutchinson.
“That last dump of snow we had was more
than we had all winter. Even driving down
the roads, looking into the fields, you can see
water laying around just from the nice days
we've had after those snow storms.”

It would be great to custom-order weather
conditions, but therein lies the big gamble
with farming: nine inches of topsoil and the
fact that it rains sometimes.

“In a perfect world, if Mother Nature

I

Crops maturing in the Moosomin region during a prewous growing

season.

would keep giving us warm temperatures,
the snow we have wouldn’t take long to melt
away,” Hutchinson said. “A good week or
two would be nice, then come April instead
of a surprise snow storm, keep those warmer
days, but bring us some nice rain. A nice rain
would help bring the frost out of the ground
and give the spring colors a jump! But Moth-
er Nature does her own thing—we’re on her
clock!”

Kevin Hrushka, who farms in the Gerald
area, agrees that conditions are prime but
also wonders what the tail end of an El Nifio
winter will bring.

“I would say moisture conditions in our
area are excellent; ideal. I do believe that all
the way to the U.S. border, moisture condi-
tions are very good. There’s still some snow
cover, ditches have water, you can see there’s
puddles s1tt1n%11n the field, so germination
is inevitable,” he said. “Now being that it's
an El Nifio year, people might anticipate or
expect or hope to get seeding early. My ex-
periences is an El Nifio year also might mean
some weird storms. I expect a big storm end
of April, beginning of May, but how can you
predict the weather?”

Of course, once crops are 1]ﬁ:‘nlanted those
lucrative ‘timely rains’ are the next ingre-
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dient to success. While some think we're in
the midst of more damp years in relation to
the wet/dry cycle, one group believes being
proactive on drought conditions ought to
be considered regardless of our place on the
bell curve.

The Agricultural Producers Association of
Saskatchewan recently announced their call
for a provincial drought preparedness com-
mittee in the vein of better risk management.

“It’s all part of APAS’ new directive with
their new general manager; to be more pro-
active than reactive,” said Trevor Green,
Moosomin area farmer and APAS represen-
tative. “Previously in agriculture, we've al-
ways waited for the disaster to happen and
then reacted to it.”

Through key points of early warning, re-
source allocation, stakeholder engagement
and long-term planning, APAS is confident
that sucﬁ a committee would better prepare
for and navigate such disasters.

“The impact of drought on our province’s
agriculture sector can be devastating, affect-

N\

ing farmers and ranchers, our rural com-
munities and the overall economy,” said lan
Boxall, APAS president. “The recent increase
in frequency and severity of drought events
underscores the pressing need for immedi-
ate action to better prepare for these chal-
lenges.”

Even in those drought years, decent pro-
duction is still possible with a little science
athand.

“A couple years ago, we were fairly dry
this way and even last year wasn't great,”
Green said. “In the cattle world, the hay and
the pasture land kmd of suffered last year,
but there was enough moisture for the crops
to grow decent. I think a lot of that is due
to the new varieties that are out there. If we
had the same seed varieties as we had even
10 years ago and grew them last year, we
wouldn’t have anywhere near the crops up
in the Moosomin area.”

Those new seed varieties Green spoke of
also have greater effects beyond a decent-
yielding crop.

“There’s a lot to be said about the dollars
that are spent on research and development
of new varieties and new ways of doing
things,” he said. “It's made us more competi-
tive on the world market and probably kept
alot of farms in business.”

Getting ready to seed

With a lot of area producers eyeing that
end of April target to get machinery in the
field, this is the season of preparation work.
Digging cultivators out of snowbanks and
bringing those units in for servicing; all the
while trying to predict which part is going to
inexplicably fail three hours into those initial
days of seeding ... if a person doesn’t spend
those first hours pulling equipment out a of
a surprise muddy sinkhole, that is!

The crew at Hebert Grain Ventures in
Moosomin is looking forward to a ‘more
traditional’ start date as Jeff Warkentin ex-
plained the last couple of years saw seeding
begin mid-May.

Continued on page 39 v
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School and community engage youth in farming

w= Continued from page 23
Farming fosters
community

“When the students
come to school in the morn-
ing, the first thing they
do is chores and then we
have breakfast ready for
the whole school. Then we
go about a regular school
day,” says Van Lagen.

“We do have a block each
day where students can
work on the farm — wheth-
er it’s doing chores, build-
ing something or working
with an animal, whatever it
may be,” he adds.

Wednesday is harvest
day, and a small store in
the school opens that af-
ternoon for locals to pop in
and buy their produce and
meat. On Thursday, the

students reseed.

Business management
in the everyday

The farm leaders meet
regularly to make deci-
sions. “I tell them that as
long as the decisions are
keeping our program sus-
tainable and educational,
I'm okay with whatever
decisions they make,” Van
Lagen says.

“They decide when our
steers are ready to go to the
butcher, if we are going to
sell the steer to somebody
and they'll get it butchered,
or if we are going to get it
butchered ourselves and
sell it,” he explains.

Decision-making is
based on the best evidence
available to them at the

time. “Students find out
the prices associated with
the different ways of sell-
ing, as well as the costs
associated with the dif-
ferent ways of selling and
then make decisions,” Van
Lagen says. “They do the
analysis and decide.”

Incentives motivate
The incentive for stu-
dents is real. “Based on
how well the farm does
each year, we hand out
scholarships,” he adds.
The farm continues to
evolve as the students ex-
press their interests and
ambitions: the upper el-
ementary students are
learning about pollinators,
so beehives and honey
production are now in the

works. There’s also inter-
est in investigating the
feasibility of raising pheas-
ants for a local pheasant
hunt - though those de-
tails haven’t entirely been
worked out yet. The stu-
dents still have some num-
bers to run through.

Now into his ninth year
as principal at Altario
School, Van Lagen says
he’s seeing a growing sense
of pride in the students and
the community.

“It's exciting,” he says.
“This really is a model of
what can happen when an
entire community comes
together for a school— it’s
amazing what you can do.”
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Government of Canada and Saskatchewan announce
2024 Crop Insurance Program enhancements

w Continued from page 25

Additionally, coverage
is increasing for the 2024
Forage Rainfall Insurance
Program. Coverage levels
now better reflect the pro-
ductive capacity of the in-
sured acres and increased
transportation  allowance
(which recognizes the costs
associated with replacing
lost feed). Producers can
select from three levels of
coverage, Low, Medium,
and High, offering flex-
ible risk management and
related premium cost op-
tions.

For 2024, SCIC is pleased
to announce an additional
38 weather stations to sup-
plement its existing net-
work. All weather-based
programs are enhanced
by this increased weather
station density province-
wide. With 224 weather
stations across the prov-
ince, most land is located
within 30 kilometres of at
least one weather station.
One weather station can be
selected for each insured
land location. This allows
producers to insure each
of their land locations with
relevant coverage.

“During our Town Hall
drought meetings last sum-
mer, producers empha-
sized changes to programs
such as Forage Rainfall
Insurance Program were
needed to provide better
coverage and flexibility,
especially during times of
prolonged drought,” Sas-
katchewan Cattlemens As-
sociation Chair Keith Day
said. “It’s clear to SCA that
Minister Marit and SCIC
took the feedback from
those meetings into con-
sideration when making
changes such as increas-
ing the number of weather
stations, improving com-
munications and increas-
ing the transport allow-
ance. Expanded coverage
for cover cropping, green
feed and silage is also a sig-

nificant improvement. We
will continue to work with
SCIC to improve programs
for the benefit of cattle pro-
ducers.”

“SARM appreciates the
province’s ongoing com-
mitment to Saskatchewan
agriculture and produc-
ers will appreciate the en-
hancements that were an-
nounced this morning,”
SARM president Ray Orb
said. “We thank the Minis-
try of agriculture and SCIC
for listening to concerns
brought forward from
SARM and other organi-
zations that will promote

increased communica-
tions and provide better
insurance  programming
for farmers and ranchers
alike.”

“The improvements

made to the forage and
rainfall insurance options
underscore the ongoing
evolution of the program
in meeting the require-
ments of producers,” APAS
Vice President Bill Prybyl-
ski said. “We eagerly an-
ticipate collaborating with
SCIC to further enhance
this crucial pro]g1ram and
urge farmers to thoroughly
review their information to
fully understand their cov-
erage and explore available
options.”

“We want to thank the
province’s ongoing com-
mitment to Saskatchewan
agriculture,” SSGA’s Chay
Anderson said. “We sup-
port SCIC for adding ad-
ditional weather stations to
address gaps in their net-
work. Additional options
to their weather-based pro-
grams can further help pro-
ducers reduce their risk on
their operations.”

“Saskatchewan Forage
Council is pleased about
the changes to forage in-
surance programming that
will benefit producers,”
SFC Vice President Kevin
Steinley said. “An in-
creased number of weather
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stations and expanded op-
tions around coverage for
cover crops, greenfeed and
silage are enhancements
that will make insurance
decisions easier for our
producer members.”
March 31, 2024, is the
deadline for Saskatchewan
producers to apply, rein-
state or cancel their Crop
Insurance contract. Pro-

ducers must select insured
crops and coverage levels
or make additional changes
by this date. Producers can
speak to their local SCIC
office to make any changes
or coverage will remain the
same as the previous year.
SCIC offers a full suite
of programs that can work
together to ensure you
have every angle covered.

These include Crop Insur-
ance, AgriStability, Wildlife
Damage  Compensation
and Prevention Program
and Livestock Price In-
surance. We encourage
producers to review their
options and find the right
coverage for their opera-
tion. For more information,
contact a local SCIC office,
call 1-888-935-0000 or visit
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Soil conditions good leading into seeding

w Continued from page 36

“We've got our fertilizer and seed positioned, and
chemicals. We're just making sure we double check in that
we've got everything ready to ﬁo here,” he said. “It's a
large logistical task to get everything to the field. We bud-
get for 21 days of seeding, so we have to move a lot of
product and we have to do it efficiently.”

There’s a short window where off-season work can take
place, and it’s often a race to get everything completed on
the checklist before factors such as road bans come into
effect.

“For us, we've been busy at trying to get some grain
shipped out before it gets really busy,” said Hutchinson.
“With these snow storms and up and down temperatures,
it’s really made our gravel roads soft enough where the
RM has been closing some. Then the spring weights came
into effect earlier than the set date, so it’s been a challenge
in that department.”

One producer who gets to hear all about rural road con-
ditions is Atwater/Stockholm area farmer Blake Duchek.
From his perspective as Councillor for the RM of Fertile
Belt, he noted the roads are fairly decent in his area, con-
sidering the amount of grain hauling traffic.

“If you're booked in to the crusher’s and you don’t haul
in on your scheduled days, you might not get back in for
another month,” he said. “You have to take those loads.”

Duchek has been quite busy through the winter, high-
lighted by an earlier receipt of fertilizer that helped get a
jump on things.

“We were busy right up to the end of to December do-
ing fieldwork like burying stone piles and bush piles,”
he said, adding that seeding could be a month away. “It
creeps up on a person.”

Green echoed the sentiment of how the busy season
tends to arrive at a surprising rate.

“Most of the drills are still buried in snow, and then all
of a sudden, you got two weeks to work on them and get
them ready for next year,” he said. “Then you're going, so
it all happens pretty quick.”

Challenges facing producers

It is amazing how conflicts in countries thousands of
miles away can affect local producers so drastically. One
example is the Russian invasion of Ukraine that began in
February, 2022, setting off an immediate disruption to the
global wheat market, affecting food prices and food secu-
rity around the world.

“Our biggest concern right now is that wheat market,”
said John Van Eaton, who farms near Maryfield. “We're
probably like a lot of other producers, we're looking at
other crops we can substitute for wheat. There is a theory
that when everyone’s running away from the fire, you

should run towards it, but I'm not sure how fast we're go-
ing to run towards the fire.”

He sees Russia’s wheat dump as a way to finance their
war, but if that technique positively affects their economy
is the real head-scratcher.

“I don’t know that they lay awake at night and worry
about how cheaply they’re selling the wheat,” Van Eaton
said. “Theyre just trying to generate cash.”

Duchek also pointed to the conflict as a huge factor in
low wheat prices. He explained that when the war first
started, the price of grain shot up as shipping on the Black
Sea halted. Instability in that sﬁipping region translated
into spikes and valleys in terms of grain prices.

“It seems that the shipping is restricted,” Duchek said.
“The price is still staying down because there’s so much
grain—they can buy grain anywhere.”

Another huge challenge facing producers—one that just
seems to linger like a nasty stink—is the federal carbon
tax. In fact, the most common response when the topic
was broached with producers was “don’t get me started!”

“1 think the biggest challenge to our industry and oth-
ers—and the general public as well—is that absolute ri-
diculous idea that taxing everything that moves or that
everybody touches on the continent—or at least in our
country—with a carbon tax: expecting that not to cause
inflation is faulty thinking,” said Van Eaton.

‘So what are you seeding this year?’

Given what the weather and the world is doing, the gen-
eral consensus between producers was to continue with
those tried and true crops that continually perform.

“We have no big plans to change anything up,”stated
Hruska. “We're always experimenting with varieties and
different things, we have the odd thing we're testing, but
our farm doesn’t make big maverick moves. If we make
big maverick moves, we make big mistakes. So we make
slow incremental change on our farm.”

On their 53,000 acres, Hrushka plans to seed half wheat
and half canola, humbly noting “we’re just your typical
family farm.”

Hutchinson also plans to continue with a wheat/cano-
la rotation, which has been the same strategy for several

ears.
Y “Nothing has changed as of now, but hopefully into the
near future, we might add a third rotation to help with
preventing unwanted diseases and help with putting cer-
tain nutrients back into the soil,” he said.

With canola prices looking better, those intense yellow
blooms will continue their reign over the Saskatchewan
landscape.

“Canola is back into a profitable position; the cereal
grains are going to be a little tighter,” noted Warkentin.

Scan the QR code
to find out what
agronomic events
are happening in

your area.

“The crush capacity that the domestic crush market has,
has been about one dollar a bushel over the export market,
s0 the more capacity we can get in Saskatchewan, the bet-
ter. Pretty much all our canola production has been going
into the domestic crush market.”

All things considered, Warkentin doesn’t expect the
growing season to be a breeze by any stretch.

“It’s going to test our management skills this year,” he
said. “We've got to pay a little more attention than we
have the last couple of years, to be honest.”

Should those warm spring days be delayed, Schatz
Leeds reminded that wheat can generally take a cooler
seeding temperature—even if that soil is around five de-
grees. This early seeding opportunity allows for the po-
tential of higher yields as well. Another perennial favorite
in the region is barley, according to Schatz Leeds, but she
says there’s also still room for producers to consider more
pulse crops.

“Iwould like to maybe see a few more pulses in our ro-
tation,” she said. “Pea is the best pulse that we could grow,
but again, sometimes they don’t like really wet summers,
they can be prone to disease and they’re slow.”

One point Schatz Leeds made for peas is how beneficial
they are for the ground, creating an extremely healthy soil
biome.

“They’re just not super popular, and I can understand
why,” she said after a general ‘pros and cons’ comparison.

While not a pulse crop, Duchek noted having experi-
ence with growing soybeans, which seemed to yield better
in wet years. In fact, the area enjoyed somewhat of a soy-
bean boom for a short time, but as Duchek said, “now you
hardly see soybeans around here.”

He’s also in favour of staying with stability going into
seeding, but will be tweaking his wheat choices.

“Prices have been going down, we are switching some
of our cereal acres out,” he said. “Instead of hard red
spring, we're going to durum, there’s a few guys growing
it for the last four or five years.”

The switch from wheat favoured for bread to that used
in pasta may not be permanent, but drawing from Duch-
ek’s soybean experience with regards to weather, durum
might be a good ‘for now” alternative.

“If it stays drier, we’ll see some increased acres for a few
years, but once we get back into our normal precipitation,
we'll probably go away from it,” he remarked. “We've
tried canary seed, yellow mustard, but all those niche
crops you don’t want to put big acres in just because the
market is so volatile.”

Farming has got to be one of the most risky occupations
around, and given all the pressures of ever-rising input
costs for an uncertain outcome, we’ve really got to tip our
hats to those fine folks who feed the world.

Agriculture Specialists Are Here to Help

This year, the Agriculture Knowledge Centre (AKC) is celebrating 20 years of supporting

producers in Saskatchewan. If you have questions about livestock water quality, pasture health,
crop production or programs to improve your operation, call the AKC and they will connect you
to your local regional specialist.

Toll-free number: 1-866-457-2377
Email address: aginfo@gov.sk.ca

saskatchewan.ca/agriculture
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BY JAMIE SHANKS,
AGRICULTURE

The Government of Sas-
katchewan has announced
more than $19 million to
ensure the continued suc-
cess of irrigation districts
in the province.

The funding will help
to sustain irrigation infra-
structure formerly owned
by government and sup-
port future development
opportunities.  This  in-
cludes pumps, pipes, ca-
nals and associated water
management  infrastruc-
ture.

“This announcement re-
affirms the government’s
commitment to support-
ing irrigation within Sas-
katchewan,”  Agriculture
Minister David Marit said.
“More than 55,000 acres of
irrigation were developed

An |rr|gat|on system

between 2020 and 2023,
and this investment will
help keep this infrastruc-

ture working and help
our producers for years
to come. These funding
agreements will also help
us reach our Growth Plan
target of 45 million metric
tonnes of crop produced
by 2030.”

Irrigation allows more
diverse crops to be grown
and increases the number
of livestock that can be
supported. It is also impor-
tant for diversifying rural
economies and stabilizing
crop production with a
consistent source of mois-
ture.

“This support from the
provincial government
will go a long way to en-
suring the continued suc-
cess of irrigation projects

Plain and Valley

Government supports irrigation
development in Saskatchewan

for our members,” Irriga-
tion Saskatchewan’s co-
chair Aaron Gray said.
“The future of our agricul-
ture industry and produc-
ers is closely tied to water
resource management, and
infrastructure manage-
ment is critical to our on-
going efforts to meet those
long-term needs.”

The Government of
Saskatchewan is commit-
ted to creating more irri-
gated acres and supports
irrigation in the province
through the Irrigation Re-
habilitation Program, the
Irrigation ~ Development
Program and the Irrigation
Efficiency Program.

The six irrigation dis-
tricts that will receive this
Irrigation ~ Rehabilitation
Program funding are:

e Luck Lake Irrigation

| YOUR
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District, to receive up to
$3.8 million over five years.

e South Saskatchewan
Irrigation District, to re-
ceive up to $9.5 million
over five years.

® Riverhurst Irrigation
District, to receive up to
$3.8 million over five years.

* Moon Lake Irrigation
District, to receive up to
$159,005 over five years.

e Grainland Lake Dis-
trict, to receive up to
$441,180 over five years.

® Miry Creek Irrigation
District, to receive up to
$153,710 over five years.

The Miry Creek Irriga-
tion District will also re-
ceive a one-time payment
of $1.3 million from the
ministry to repair the wa-
ter intake portion of their

April 2024

pumping system as part
of the asset transfer agree-
ment.

Previously, Luck Lake
Irrigation District, South
Saskatchewan  Irrigation
District, Riverhurst Irriga-
tion District, and Moon
Lake Irrigation District
were part of five-year
funding agreements.

Spring on the farm brings new life,
new growth, and renewed optimism.

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

FPGenelics
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Two USask scientists were instrumental in developing an innovative,
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Innovative new crop protection
developed with USask research

University of Saskatchewan (USask) researchers are helping protect crops using
biologicals as an ecofriendly alternative to synthetic chemicals and GMO solutions.

biological crop protection that will be used by growers for the first time

this spring.

Two USask scientists
were instrumental in devel-
oping an innovative, bio-
logical crop protection that
will be used by growers for
the first time tﬁis spring.

Professors emeritus Dr.
Vladimir Vujanovic (PhD)
and Dr. James Germida
(PhD) with the College
of Agriculture and Biore-
sources worked with USask
to patent and license their
invention based on the re-
cent discovery of using mi-
crobes for protecting crops

and promoting growth at
the seed stage.

Germida and Vujanovic’s
research into biological-
based defences for crops
has led to the creation of
a new bionematicide—a
pesticide created from bio-
logical sources for battling
plant parasitic nematodes
and protecting crops.

“Living micro-organisms
can target an insect or a
microbial pathogen in a
number of different ways,”
Germida said. “With bio-

Photo by Gloria Gingera

logicals, because they be-
come associated with the
plant and the plant’s mi-
crobiome, they become a
member of that community
during the life cycle of the
host plant . .. The biological
is there and ready to react.”

Building on the academic
research started at USask,
scientists at Indigo Ag have
developed and launched a
new bionematicide prod-
uct to support growers and
protect their crops.

Indigo Ag’s biotrinsic®

Z15 was commercially
launched in August 2023
and is available for farmers
to begin using in the 2024
planting season on soy-
beans and corn. Per Indigo
Ag’s press release, the new
bionematicide not only
helps defend plants from
harmful nematodes but
also improved the yields
of row crops including soy-
bean, corn, cereals, and le-
gumes in testing.

Z15 is applied to crop
seeds before they are plant-
ed and works to fend off

problematic nematodes
and reduce their ability to
reproduce.

“Despite the fact that
there are several nematicide
products  available—both
synthetic and biological—
soybean cyst nematodes
continue to spread geo-
graphically, and the eco-
nomic losses are increasing.

a1

Soybean cyst nematodes
alone cause an estimated
$1.5 billion in crop losses in
the U.S. Farmers need new
products that are effective
in combating these pests.
biotrinsic® Z15 combines
multiple defense and pro-
tective actions, providing
an effective new choice for
farmers,” said Georg Go-
eres, global head of biologi-
cals for Indigo Ag.
Continued on Page 43 =
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The snow is melting and the fields are calling...

“Must be trouble with a cow calving!” I said as I sat
straight up in bed, rudely awakened by the landline
phone at six something ish one Sunday morning. Hubby
was already at the phone, both of us ready to dress quick-
ly and head to the farm to help.

“No, I am not interested,” IEeard hubby say. Huh? You
are telling your son you aren’t interested in helping him?
That's just rude.

“Reader’s Digest,” he grumbled as he fell back into bed,
somewhat disoriented with heart still pounding from the
abrupt awakening, knowing his sleep for the night had
come to an end. This call at least, wasn’t telling him (as
a scam call a day earlier) he had won the Stars lottery
and that a $175,000 truck and camper was ready to be
delivered to him .... Once he paid the appropriate fees
of course. “I can’t quite understand what you're saying,”
he said to the fellow on the other end, “just mail me t%le
information on my win.” We hadn’t bought a ticket on
the lottery so it was a no-brainer: we could not have won.
That plus the fact the fellow on the other end hung up
when hubby told him to mail him the info.

When we left Palm Springs at the end of February, in
what can only be described as a marathon road trip to
try and beat the storm that was being forecast for Sas-
katchewan and parts of the northern mid west states, I
was attuned to each state’s ‘Highway Hotline,” constantly
checking road conditions and forecasts. Should we travel
up through Idaho, Montana and home through western
Saskatchewan or should we travel east through Wyoming
from Utah and then north up to Regina or perhaps east as
far as Minot and up? As it was, we traveled under sun-
shine and blue skies through Wyoming and eastern Mon-
tana and were safe in our house in Whitewood for several
hours before the snow hit.

Now, for two people used to walking out in shorts
and flip flops to enjoy breakfast on our California deck
each morning, it was a bit of shock to the system when
we started shoveling all that snow we end up with the
next time. I went out with boots and mitts only to come
back in for thick mitts and a scarf, only to come back in
for a toque and hot shots for my mitts. Fortunately, the
neighbour took pity on us and came along with his snow-
blower!

And so we were well settled and ready to tackle our
first week home and perhaps accomplish much when we
realized we had arrived home on the first weekend of
the Brier and so ...... I absolutely did nothing but watch
curling! T have to say though, it’s a good thing the Brier
has come to an end. My nerves are absolutely shot. Wow!

i
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There was some serious good curling happening all week
long and while I totally felt the pain of those who didn’t
get a much-needed win, I have to say the calibre of curl-
ing we saw was really quite remarkable.

When my neighbour called one afternoon to ask if I was
chewing my fingernails (I had to wonder if she had her
binoculars out, lol), I knew it was time to put gloves on.
Hubby berated me for covering my eyes for some of those
shots coming across my television screen. How complete-
lﬁ ridiculous to watch curling but not ‘watch” it was his
theory.

I th}i,nk I truly understand how these professional curl-
ers’ wives must feel and why I saw one of them with their
hands up over their eyes a few times. The only difference
being is I don’t personally know a single one of them
but oh I wish I could meet them. When our 15-year-old
granddaughter sent me a picture of her with Brad Gushue
after her family’s visit to the Brier one day, I was ecstatic
for her (okay, so a bit envious too). I totally love watching
the Gushue team doing what they do best! With some of
these curlers competing in the Tankards held in White-
wood in recent years, it’s extra exciting to watch them and
I have to admit, I am a bit partial to Matt Dunstone. As
for Mike McEwen, if he and his mates had been as on fire
against Gushue as they were against Bottcher, it may have
been a different ending for Team Saskatchewan. Sadly,
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our hopes were dashed.

When the farm grands and their parents were at the
Brier, hubby was on check-the-cattle duty and while he
didn’t personally welcome any new babies to the barn-
yard (nor, luckily, have to assist with a tough birth), it was
fun to see the little ones that had arrived while we were
down south romping around in the warm Saskatchewan
sunshine.

The twins (12) have really enjoyed a winter season that
saw lots of snow for snowmobiling and some really nice
temps for ice fishing with their dad. A few days ago when
hubby and I were out at the farm, we watched one of the
twins take off on the snowmobile down a trail through
the bush and very shortly thereafter, come walking back
through the snow and across the yard with no snowmo-
bile in sight. Two minutes later, we see him trudging back
through the snow with his brother at his side, and down
the trail through the bush. And then we hear the snow-
mobile take off and the second brother come trekking
back through the yard. Not a word had been said to us by
either as they walked on by.

“Whatcha doing?” we ask. And from the young man of
few words: “He was stuck.”

And that’s all we needed to know to fill in the blanks on
that story. How cool they have a built-in buddy system to
call upon when necessary. And they seem to just take it
all in stride, doing what has to be done and carrying on,
reminding me every day of another young fellow I once
knew (also one of few words) who always seemed to do
what had to be done without much fanfare. The apples
have not fallen far from the tree.

Sadly we have come to the end of ringette, hockey, fig-
ure skating and curling (save for the Farmers & Friends
Spiel) and our opportunities to watch the grands in action
will be no longer for this season. Spring will offer some
dance and ball perhaps, so we will just keep our fingers
crossed for that and for all this snow to melt so we can
think about the next big season for us and grain farmers
throughout the area, one that, after 47 years now for me
(more for my guy), still manages to get us all pumped up
for a brand-new growing season. Here’s hoping all our
farmers and friends are excited to get back on the land
and see what 2024 has to bring!
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Where water meets the field

v Continued from page 35

The project was recently funded for
$699,000 by the Agriculture Development
Fund, the Sustainable Canadian Agricul-
tural Partnership, and the Saskatd%ewan
Cattlemen’s Association.

“In Saskatchewan, we're very favourable
in terms of having lots of water availabil-
ity,” Penner said.

“The problem is some of that water is not
suitable for human consumption and in
fact some of it is not suitable for livestock
consumption.”

Through a testing program run by Sas-
katchewan’s Ministry of Agriculture,
“we’ve realized that water sulfate is a very
major challenge for our livestock produc-
ers.”

When cattle drink water with high sul-
fate concentrations, two major problems
can arise.

The first one, which Penner calls chronic,
is a depletion of trace minerals in the cattle.
In particular, sulfate can drastically reduce
the amount of copper in an animal because
it binds with the mineral.

Copper is important to reproduction,
hoof and hair growth, the immune system
and a component in enzymes and antioxi-
dant systems, he said.

USask.

Left is, Dr. Greg Penner (PhD), professor in the Department of Animal
and Poultry Science, and USask Centennial Enhancement Chair in Ru-
minant Nutritional Physiology. Right is, Dr. Patrick Lloyd-Smith (PhD),
associate professor in the Department of Agricultural and Resource
Economics and a member of the Global Institute for Water Security at

It would be preferable, of course, to re-
move sulfate from the water; but that is dif-
ficult.

Filtration is an option, but these systems
don’t work in areas where there is no pow-
er—such as in pastures far from the farm
home quarter—and produce effluent that
requires disposal.

Penner is involved with another option
now being evaluated in a College of Engi-
neering project led by Dr. Won Jae Chang
(PhD) that is looking at passive filtration
using various absorbent materials. These
are showing promise but must be tested
for scale-up and are early in their develop-
ment.

And so, Penner is seeking to refine farm
management tools to minimize risk and
optimize the ability of cattle to maintain
their trace mineral status. He is also hop-
ing to expand knowledge on this topic for
sheep, on which he is not aware of any sul-
fate research.

“When cattle are consuming high-sulfate
water antagonistic effects occur between
minerals in water and trace minerals in
the diet. In these cases, even though we're
providing a diet that might be expected to
meet requirements, sulfate interacts with
the minerals and makes them unavailable.

The other issue is that microorganisms in
the animal’s rumen can convert sulfate into
hydrogen sulfide, which can induce polio,
a neurological disorder.

“Cattle can lose vision; they start to star-
gaze or head press. It’s a symptom of the
challenges happening in the brain, and if
it’s too severe, death can occur,” he said.

“What we're looking for are the strate- What we thought was adequate no longer
gies that we can use, not on the acute side s
but on chronic sulfur exposure, to help cat-
tle maintain adequate trace mineral status.”

“Ihope I can develop solutions that mean
we can turn the page on this.”

Innovative new crop protection
developed with USask research

w Continued from Page 41

Vujanovic said his research focuses on micro-organisms
that have the potential to increase the vitality of seeds. He
stressed the value of using naturally occurring biologicals
to defend crops and said researcg into beneficial plant
micro-organisms continues to bear fruit as new biological
protections are discovered.

He highlighted the importance of collaboration com-
bining different areas of research—Vujanovic with more

tions, and Germida said that can lead to the possibility of
new and better products like biotrinsic® Z15.

“Some of the newer technologies are focused on organ-
isms that are yet to be discovered, and their benefits are
yet to be identified,” Germida said. “Anything that we
can do to increase food production and protect plants . . .
is just a real benefit for society.”

As Indigo Ag provides growers with biotrinsic® Z15 to
go into the ground this spring, Vujanovic said he is “ex-

tremely pleased” to see the results of their research going
to the farmers.

“The role of academia is to ensure the future,” he said.
“When we are talking about the future we are talking
about food security, we are talking about climate change
... if we have more safety products and as human beings
we continue to do something for the well-being of society,
it definitely is our role, and it’s rewarding for any scien-
tist, including myself.”

of a focus on plant and food microbiology and Germida
on soil microbiology—to develop new ways to protect
crops.

“Itis so critical that we should not just continue to com-
bine our traditional with modern approaches in science .
.. we have to discover integrative scientific strategies to
meet sustainable agriculture standards that are more safe,
secure, and more efficient,” Vujanovic said.

According to Germida, using microbial inoculants is a
solution that has existed for many decades. But research-
ers continue to find new organisms with new applica-

UPCOMING
AUCTIONS

To register visit www.wrightauction.ca
& click the BID ONLINE tab
Valid credit card required for new registry

] career that provides
giving you balance to do the things youll
Do you have your CCA or P. Ag?
We may have the career for you!

WRIGHTS

Online-timed Farm Retirement Auction
for Reg & Della Dyck - Killarney, MB

Bidding starts: Mon. May 20 @ 9°™
Bidding ends: Sun. May 26 @ 6°™ - soft
close
Featuring: Like-new TravAlong Aluminum stock trailer; Ford
TM-135 FWA tractor; Ford 9030 Bi-Directional Tractor w/ load-
er & grapple; NH 560 Roll-Belt Round Baler; Inland bale picker;
NH 1475 Haybine; |g. selection of panels; free-standing wind-

break panels; infra-red heaters & more

Western Ag Professional Agronomy
has opportunities for employment or contractor work as a
Independent Professional Agronomy Consultant
in Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba.
Connect with us today to receive a hiring package that
includes benefits to commence on the date of hire.

To register, visit www.wrightauction.ca & click the BID ONLINE
tab - a valid credit card is required for a new registry.
r

Sale handled by Wright's Auction Service Ltd.
Boissevain & Melita, MB.
Please call: 204-534-7997 or 204-305-0284 if any questions or email
w.wright@mymts.net. Please visit our website www.wrightauction.ca
and click on “Bid On Line” to register and follow the instructions.

S o $ =
o) www.GrowMorePrafit.com,
306.978.0373

Valid credit card required for new registry.
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SPRING FEVER SALE

PRICES VALTD @lﬁ]!,ﬁ?.{l!, 300 g,em

2012 \ e 2017 . 2021 2016
Volkswagen y ™ Ford - Ford Ford
Passat 3 - P Edge Edge " Edge

" Titanium Titanium - i Titanium

2

—mm
i
v

¢ 4
ST# 3T220A ST# 450558 ST# 450474 : ST# 450504

® Local Trade
® Low KMS
= 157,000 KMS

W Heated Steering Wheel ® Ecoboost ® Local Trade = 50LV8

$16,900 = Panoramic Roof  $28,900 = Wireless 'aharqer $42,900 " Heated Steering wheel - $209,900 = Tow Package

= 119,000 KMS = 52,000 KI = 89,000 KMS = 145,850 KMS

$1 1 6 PER WEEK $1 64 PER WEEK

2017 . 2020 2019 2 2019

Ford e Ford " Ford 2 Chevrolet = ‘w= Ford
F150 - Ranger _ EcoSport - Blazer —= F150
Lariat - Lariat Titanium e = ¥ XTR

B Heated Steering Wheel
= Sport Package
= 111,000 KMS

STH 3TI41A ST# 450654 ST# 4P076 ST 3T261A ') ST# 32604
= Moonroof
= 4WD

= 3.6L,6Cyl = 50LV8
$28,900 ® Great Cargo Space. $31,900 = Local Truck
= 9,000 KMS
$126 ren v

= 124,369 KMS ® 55,000 KMS
2022 ’ 2022 - z 2019 2021
Ford e Ford Ford — e . Ford Ford
F150 e % Bronco F350 = ' Escape ’ 3 F150
Tremor : = ST# 45084C = Lariat — SE - — Lariat

® Celebration Cer!

$41,900 = BLK App Packags $39,900

= 147,709 KMS

ST# 3T259A . ST# 4P049. ST# 450684 ST# 372194
® Big Bend = Diesel ® Local Trade = 50LV8

= Oft-RoadReady  $66,900 = Local Trade $36,900 = Lots of Additions  §74,900 = Great on Gas $29,900 = Off.Road Package $52,900

= 55,000 KMS = 39,000 KMS = 130,000 KMS = 48,800 KMS = 79,832 K

$257 PER WEEK $1 45 PER WEEK $31 5 PER WEEK $1 1 8 PER WEEK $225 PER WEEK

B Celebration Certified

( #ShopMoosomin )

CELEBRATION
SCICRIN Y 1-300-880-4533
v
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