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Scenes from the 2023 harvest day for Harvest of Hope north of Moosomin, the largest Saskatchewan growing project for the Canadian Foodgrains

Bank.

Harvest of Hope wraps up 2023 harvest

BY RyAN KIEDROWSKI

LocAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

It's been another successful year for
the Harvest of Hope in Moosomin with
the labours of many volunteers helping
the ultimate goal of feeding the world.
Harvest on the 275-acre project north of
Moosomin wrapped up recently, and as
the last bits of grain made their way into
the bin, flakes of snow soon followed

While there are still bills to be paid such
as fall rent and fertilizer, an estimated
$84,000 was generated in gross revenue
so far.

“There is an amazing community of
farmers and agricultural businesses here

in Moosomin, and they’ve stepped up to
partner with us to say ‘we’d like to take all
bite out of the issue of food security’,” said
Kyle Penner, co-ordinator of the Harvest
of Hope growing project. “As we wrap
up the year, we will be putting the whole
list together. I don’t want to miss anyone
right now.”

Funds raised locally go to the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank, which are then eligible to
be matched by the government of Canada.
With this support, the Foodgrains Bank
(through 15 member agencies% can lever-
age donations from individuals, churches
and businesses up to a 4:1 ratio. This
means up to $25 million each year devoted
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to food assistance in the developing world.

“The incredible impact of charity work
like this is why I stay involved,” Penner
said.

Some amazing statistics from the
Foodgrains Bank illustrate the continued
need for food security. The overwhelming
majority of people experiencing hunger
(98 per cent) live in developing countries.
Ironically, many of those experiencing
hunger produce food for a living (70 per
cent). War is also a factor as 60 per cent
of those who are hungry live in countries
affected by conflict.

While thoughts turn to images of famine
or drought as a root cause for this hun-

ger, a better explanation would be when
people do not have enough nutritious food
over a long period of time. An estimated
783 million people simply do not have
regular access to nutritious food; 20 per
cent of those are under the age of five.

This is the impetus behind the Harvest
of Hope—to help feed the world through
a local response.

The Harvest of Hope project is the larg-
est growing project in Saskatchewan for
the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

As the farmers and volunteers gathered
for the harvest, staff from Conexus Credit
Union prepared lunch for the volunteers.
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Harvest of Hope wraps up 2023 harvest
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Harvest of Hope and other growing projects in Sas-
katchewan play a major role in supporting the Canadian
Foodgrains Bank mission of alleviating world hunger.

Rick Block, Regional Representative for Saskatchewan
of Canadian Foodgrains Bank, said the province alone
contributed $2.7 million last year to the non-profit orga-
nization.

“In terms of this past fiscal year, the Foodgrains Bank
brought in a total of just over $21 million in donations,”
said Block. “That’s by individuals, that's by businesses,
and also numerous growing projects and community
events in Canada.

“There would be approximately 200 growing projects
and community events across Canada. In Saskatchewan
we have more of the community events, as well, we have
just over 40 of these growing projects.”

Funds raised from growing projects and community
events are donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank. The
organization then provides food assistance for people in
need around the world.

The federal government matches donations to the
Foodgrains Bank, allowing the help to go further.

“Of that $21 million of donations, Saskatchewan raised
$2.7 million of that total, and of that $2.7 million, about
$1.2 million came from growing projects and a few com-
munity events,” Block said.

“We're definitely just about that 45 per cent mark, and
we reflected that in Saskatchewan.

“It might go down to 40 per cent if you look nation
wide, but really that is a significant bulk of our dona-
tion income that really comes from the concept of people
working together saying, ‘hey, we're better off working
together to Eelp alleviate hunger.’

“That's really been a blueprint of the Foodgrains Bank
since day one, you even see it in the structure throughout
the organization. All of these organizations that say ‘if we
work together, we're able to accomplish a lot more than if
we were each an individual agency doing its own thing.’
That's then reflected down to the community grassroots
level. Harvest of Hope is a great example of that.”

One of the growing projects in the province that con-
tributes to Canadians Foodgrains Bank locally is Harvest
of Hope in Moosomin. Harvest of Hope is the largest proj-
ect in Saskatchewan.

Last year, Harvest of Hope brought in revenue of
$130,000 and after input costs, an estimated $70,000 was
donated to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.
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For this year, there are close to 35 growing projects in
Saskatchewan.

“There’s 33 registered projects, two of them are in lim-
bo, but one of the projects, which is called Grow Hope
Saskatchewan, has six locations,” said Block.

“It's a bit of a network of farm families that offer acres.
There are 37 field sites that are part of Foodgrains projects.

“Harvest of Hope in Moosomin really represents all the
pieces of a traditional growing project.”

With Harvest of Hope being the largest growing project
in the province, Block was asked how it compares to other
projects.

“You see a great cross-section of people that are in-
volved, businesses will step up. For example whenever
we are going out there, the Credit Union will say let's
provide lunch, Borderland Co-op will provide fuel, com-
panies are saying we’ll bring machines, along with indi-
viduals who are offering the use of their machines and
their time.

be in the top five in the whole country. Harvest of Hope is
at 288 acres, farming two quarter sections.

“At 288 acres, that's a lot of input. Often we see projects
that are 80 acres or 100 acres, they can get a lot of their in-
puts often covered, but at 288 acres, that’s going to require
a good amount of partnership building and also some fi-
nancial management.

“I really credit the Moosomin Harvest of Hope for the
way they’ve done that. They have done that very success-
fully.

”Xlongside growing projects, there are individual
farms and farmers that continue on an annual basis. It
might not officially be registered as a growing project, but
they’re providing grain donations on an annual basis, it
almost acts like a growing project.

“We're in our 40th anniversary year, and there’s always
new people coming to the table to support our work, and
there’s people who have been doing it for 40 years.”

“One of the things that's
very unique with Harvest
of Hope is its size. It is the
largest growing project in
Saskatchewan.

“There are a few larger
across Canada, but only a
few—my guess is it would
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fertilizer best management practices (BMPs).

Experiment with three soils tests from one field

BY WARREN WARD

Want to take your fertilizer management up a notch?
Here is a low-cost test that could provide some valuable
insight into field variability: Choose an underperforming
field and submit soil samples this fall from three target
areas—hill tops, mid slopes and low spots.

The most common soil testing method is to submit one
sample per field. The sample is based on 10 to 20 cores
collected from mid-slope “average” areas, often split into
0-6” and 6-12” or 6-24” depths. Mid-slope areas are usual-
lﬁ the most consistent, yield-wise, and account for most of
the acres. So if farms are collecting one composite sample
per field, this practice provides a good baseline fertilizer
rate.

However, these mid-slope samples miss low-perform-
ing or inconsistent-performing hill tops and low areas. By
spending a couple hundred dollars to collect and analyze
two extra samples from one field, farms will gain new in-
sight that could change the way they manage the farm.

For example, if soil analysis shows that hill tops are low
in sulphur, farmers could spread extra sulphur on a few
hills, since canola is a crop with relatively high sulphur re-
?irements. Use those test hills as check strips, and see if
they show a difference in next year’s combine yield map.

Consult with an agronomist to help decide ]Zow to use
the results and whether targeted applications or check
strips make sense.

Even if these extra two tests for one field don’t inspire a
change in approach for 2024, they will provide some real
numbers to quantify nutrient and soil variability. With
that discovery, farms can start to see how, or if, that field
variability might be enough to justify investment in a
variable-rate system.

The best time to soil test

Soil sampling just prior to seeding provides the most
accurate measure of nutrients available to the crop, but
fall soil sampling can be almost as accurate and has vari-
ous advantages:

 Less time pressure to get samples collected and ana-
lyzed

* More time for fertilizer planning

e Potential to buy the right amount of fertilizer at a
lower price

The best time for fall sampling is after soil has cooled
to at least 10°C. Cool soils reduce the microbial activity
that can mobilize nutrients. Soil samples collected after
this activity slows down will more closely reflect spring
soil nitrate content.

Get funding for soil testing
Canola 4R Advantage provides funding for fertilizer
best management practices (BMPs). The program can
reimburse growers up to $20,000 for soil testing and, if

Premium treatment that
~helps to prepare the

growers choose, another $20,000 for consulting services
to develop field zone mapping for variable rate nitrogen.

To participate, growers are required to have a 4R Nu-
trient Stewardship Plan developed and verified by a 4R
designated agronomist that covers the BMPs included in
the application.

The application deadline is November 30, 2023. This
intake will cover expenses invoiced and paid by growers
between April 1, 2023 and March 31, 2024. Visit canola-
council.org/4r-advantage/ for program details, eligibil-
ity and the new application portal.

Warren Ward is an agronomy specialist with the Canola
Council of Canada. Email wardw@canolacouncil.org.
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AgriRecovery details announced for Saskatchewan

On October 20, Agri-
culture and Agri-Food
(AAFC) Minister Law-
rence MacAulay and Sas-
katchewan  Agriculture
Minister David Marit an-
nounced details of Sas-
katchewan’s ~ AgriRecov-
ery Program, now referred
to as the 2023 Canada-
Saskatchewan Feed Pro-
gram. Starting next week,
producers can begin to
submit applications to the
Saskatchewan Crop Insur-
ance Corporation (SCIC).

“I've had the opportu-
nity to meet with farm-
ers and producers from
across  Western Canada
and they’'ve shared just
how  challenging this
growing season has been
for their operations,” said
MacAulay. “With a federal
investment of $219 mil-
lion through AgriRecovery,
we're helping them recover
so they can continue to feed
Canada, and the world.”

“The livestock sector is
a significant contributor to
our provincial economy,”
Marit said. “It is important
we are there for producers
through the current chal-
lenges. The program will
provide some financial re-
lief to livestock producers,
helping them to maintain
the breeding herd by pro-
viding funding to address
extraordinary costs caused
by the drought.”

This program covers
70 per cent of extraordi-
nary costs related to feed
and freight, incurred after
May 1, 2023, through to
the application deadline
of March 1, 2024. Program
funding will provide eli-
gible producers an initial
anment up to $150 per

ead to help maintain
the breeding ]i-flerd in the
drought regions. Based
on available funding, ad-
ditional payments will be
issued to program par-
ticipants. Eligibility is area
specific, guided by the
Canadian Drought Moni-
tor. Producers will need to
submit their receipts or ap-
propriate documents for
the extraordinary expens-
es. Eligible extraordinary
expenses include pur-
chased feed, self-hauling
or transportation costs for
feed or breeding animals,
and/or land rented for
additional grazing acres
or additional feed pro-
duction. Eligible animal
species include beef cattle
and other grazing animals,
limited to bison, elk, deer,
sheep, goats and horses.
This program is designed
to help retain breeding
stock. Breeding animals

professional
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include females and males
of the reproductive age of
the species. A Saskatch-
ewan Premises Identifica-
tion (PID) is required to be
eligible for the program.

Online application form
will be available at scic.
ca. This application pro-
cess assists producers to
determine if they have ex-
traordinary expenses on
their operation, including
an Extraordinary Cost As-
sessment. The submitted
application needs to indi-
cate the number of breed-
ing animals on hand, as of
August 21, 2023, intended
to be kept until January 31,
2024.

On August 18, Saskatch-
ewan’s Ministry of Ag-
riculture announced the
province has already com-
mitted up to $70 million to
assist impacted producers.
Federal cost-share funding
for Saskatchewan’s Agri-
Recovery Program is up to
$77 million. AgriRecovery
is a federal-provincial-
territorial disaster relief
framework to help agri-
cultural producers with
the extraordinary costs as-
sociated with recovering
from disaster situations.
AgriRecovery initiatives
are cost-shared on a 60:40
basis between the federal
government and partici-
pating provinces or ter-

ritories, as outlined under
the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural  Partnership
(Sustainable CAP).

This announcement is
part of a larger disaster re-
sponse totaling $365 mil-
lion in federal-provincial
cost-shared funding under
the AgriRecovery Frame-
work to help farmers and
ranchers in British Colum-
bia, Alberta and Saskatch-
ewan with extraordinary
costs due to this year’s ex-
treme weather conditions.
Producers already have
access to a comprehen-
sive suite of business risk
management (BRM) pro-
grams that are the first line
of defense for producers
facing disasters, includ-
ing AgriStability, Agriln-
surance and Agrilnvest.
With joint funding from
the federal government
and provinces, these BRM
programs provide protec-
tion against different types
of income and production
losses. The federal govern-
ment also announced an
initial list of designated
regions in British Colum-
bia, Alberta, Saskatche-
wan and Manitoba where
Livestock Tax Deferral has
been authorized for 2023
due to extreme weather

conditions.
“On behalf of Saskatch-
ewan’s cattle industry,
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we thank the provincial
and the federal govern-

ments for providing this
much-needed funding for
our producers who have
been impacted by this
drought,”  Saskatchewan
Cattlemen’s ~ Association
Chair Keith Day said. “We
appreciate the provincial
government’s recognition
of the urgency of the situa-
tion, as was demonstrated
through their funding an-
nouncement in August.
While today’s announce-
ment is later than we had
hoped, it will be a help to
many producers that have
already and continue to in-
cur extraordinary expens-
es to ensure the wellbeing
of their herds.”

“SARM appreciates
this announcement,” Sas-
katchewan Association of
Rural Municipalities Presi-
dent Ray Orb said. “These
measures are needed as
farmers and ranchers are

dealing with significant
challenges in Saskatch-
ewan, we are thankful for
the contributions from
both senior levels of gov-
ernment.”

“We greatly appreci-
ate this much-needed
provincial and federal
support, as many pro-
ducers continue to deal
with consecutive years of
drought,”  Saskatchewan
Stock Growers Association
President Garner Deobald
said. “Improved BRM
Erogramming will require

ighly-collaborative ~and
forward-thinking  indus-
try-government team-
work, as ownership of risk
is shared and response
time is critical. Producers
outside the eligibility areas
are also hard-hit, so we are
hoping there will be some
flexibility for those opera-
tions in need too.”
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How AAFC science is

Qats are an ancient and important cereal crop. Along
with wheat, barley and rice, they make up a key group of
staple foods that are essential to global food security. In
recent years, oats have seen an increase in popularity and
are poised to become even more important to the global
effort to feed a growing world population with sustain-
able and healthy food.

At Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada’s Ottawa, Bran-
don, and Saskatoon Research and Development Centres,
research scientists Dr. Nicholas Tinker, Dr. Wubishet
Bekele, Dr. Yong-Bi Fu, and their research partners are
helping bring this climate-smart crop to the next level,
and recently announced a breakthrough: the creation of
the world'’s first reference genome for oats, and its impli-
cation for oat breeding.

A unique crop

In addition to being delicious, oats have an outstand-
ing nutritional profile. The star of the show is a unique
compound in oats called beta-glucan, a type of soluble fi-
bre that has been shown to manage cholesterol, improve
heart health, and avoid causing a large spike in blood
sugar levels when eaten. As if that weren’t enough, oats
are high in protein, gluten-free, and keep us feeling full
for a long time.

But despite its superfood status, it took a while for oats
to get the attention they deserve. For centuries, oats were
Erown mainly as fodder for animals, and only rarely as a

uman food.

Fast-forward to the present, and it's a completely dif-
ferent reality. Chefs can choose from a wide range of pre-
pared oat products from rolled, to quick, to steel-cut and
beyond. Fitness influencers share their favorite recipes for
“overnight oats” on social media, and baristas in coffee
shoEs prepare vegan lattes topped with foamy oat milk.

There’s no doubt that oats are on a roll—and it's Cana-
dian research and farming savvy that have helped make
it happen.

Superfood sequencing

Working with an international team of researchers,
AAFC scientists Dr. Tinker, Dr. Bekele, and Dr. Fu pub-
lished a landmark study in the journal Nature announc-
ing that they had successfully sequenced and character-
ized the entire oat genome. In a companion paper, Dr.
Tinker and Dr. Bekele led an AAFC team in demonstrat-
ing some of the implications of this new reference genome
in oat improvement. This is of tremendous value to plant
breeders who can use this genomic map to improve their
breeding programs. But how does this work?

The practice of plant breeding is as old as farming itself.
In its simplest form, it means saving seeds from the best-
performing plants in the hopes of increasing the quality
of the next harvest. Today, plant breeders rely on com-
plex genetics work that allows them to speed this pro-
cess up drastically. For example, researchers can take a
tissue sample from a plant and test its DNA, to measure
with a kind of “point system” that shows how likely the
offspring from that plant can meet the high standards
required for a new plant variety: useful traits including
better yields, higher protein content, or the ability to with-
stand drought and disease. In addition to its speed, this
method of genomic selection is also more reliable than
using only t%‘le physical appearance of the plant to judge
its quality. When it comes to how a plant will ultimately
perform, looks can be deceiving. But to achieve marker-
assisted selection, researchers must first be able to create
genetic profiles using genome-wide snippets of DNA.

That’s where Dr. Tinker and Dr. Bekele come in. Working
together with their AAFC counterparts across the coun-
try, as well as with oat researchers around the world, the
team worked for years testing and evaluating thousands
of oat varieties and cataloguing their genetic profiles. Us-
ing powerful sequence analysis software, they developed
a consensus linkage map for oats: a crude blueprint of the
21 oat linkage groups (cﬁromosomes). This map was then
instrumental in assembling and ordering the sequences
into 21 oat chromosomes of the cultivar “Sang” for the
Nature publication.

This discovery puts a powerful new tool into the hands
of plant breeders, who can use it to speed up the devel-
opment of new and improved oat varieties. The average
breeding cycle for cereal crops lasts up to 12 years and
involves a painstaking process of evaluation that slowly
refines each generation of plants until only the best-per-
forming variety is left standing. For example, a researcher
or breeder interested in one particular disease-resistance
gene controlled by a few genes can develop diagnostic
molecular markers for that gene in the chromosomal re-
gion. Researchers will now be able to test the DNA for
these markers in each variety at the outset of the process,
returning the best candidates to the top of the breeding
pipeline while the variety continues in the process of be-

Oat cuisine:
powering
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Drs. Nicholas Tinker and Wubishet Bekele

ing developed for use by farmers. This can shorten the
breeding process by a year or more, but more importantly,
it can allow breeders to reliably select for specific or fu-
ture agro-climatic environments at a stage in the breeding
program when it is not possible to grow all seeds in those
environments.

“As we have shown in the Nature and the companion
paper, I am excited by the opportunity opened up by the
availability of the reference genome sequence to under-
stand the level of large-scale chromosomal variations in
oat germplasm. Such information will guide our future
genomics-assisted optimum parental selection proce-
dures,” says Dr. Wubishet Bekele, Research Scientist with
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

The achievement at the AAFC Ottawa Research and
Development Centre is even more significant because the
oat genome is extremely complicated, and nearly four
times as large as the human genome. It is also a rare ex-
ample of a “triple genome” that evolved from multiple
wild relatives combining to form a massive genetic string.
This means the sequencing process is like doing three
large, complicated jigsaw puzzles at the same time with
the pieces from all three boxes mixed together! The oat
genome also has an unusually high degree of genetic vari-
ability, meaning that it easily tolerates rearrangements of
genetic material among its chromosomes, again a result of
oats crossing naturally in the wild for millennia.

“Thave spent most of my career studying genetic varia-
tion in oats, but the level of genome diversity that we can
now see in cultivated and wild oat is beyond what we
expected. Together with an International team of scien-
tists, we are now knee-deep in analyzing 30 wild and cul-
tivated oat genomes from around the globe as a follow up
to the Nature publication,” says Dr. Nicholas Tinker, Re-
search Scientist with Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada.

A boost for global food security

This discovery is a step forward in the race to feed a
growing world population with nutritious and sustain-
able food. In addition to being very healthy, oats have
been proven to be very filling (this is called having a high
“satiety” in food science terms). A big part of the chal-
lenge of feeding an estimated global population of 9.7 bil-
lion people by 2050 is the ability to produce more food
from the same amount of farmland, so a crop like oats
that help feed us as efficiently as possible is a real benefit.

It also represents an opportunity for Canadian agri-
culture to become an even bigger driver of our economy.
Canada is the world’s leading exporter of oats, with most
of that production coming from tﬁe Prairie powerhouse of
Saskatchewan. Demand is rising for healthy food that is
produced using sustainable farming practices, and Cana-
da is ready to deliver. Put Canadian oat growers together
with the cutting-edge research being done at AAFC, and

ou have the makings of a cereal dream team that can

elp boost the economy for years to come.

Thanks to the hard work of dedicated AAFC research-
ers like Dr. Tinker and Dr. Bekele, Canadian farmers can
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benefit from new oat varieties that are better suited to a
changing climate, require fewer inputs like water and
fertilizer, and boast improved nutritional profiles. And in
the best tradition of AAFC research, this discovery was
immediately made available to researchers around the
world free of charge, who can now use this genetic refer-
ence map in their own breeding programs. The end result
of all this complex science is simple—more and better
oats. That’s an achievement worth toasting with a glass of
milk and an oatmeal cookie!

Key benefits

The research team at the ORDC worked closely with
their counterparts at the Brandon Research and Develop-
ment Centre and partners around the world to create tlfe
world’s first genetic reference map for oats. This has fur-
ther cemented Canada’s status as an innovator and global
leader in sustainable agriculture.

The genetic reference map will enable oat breeders to
speed up the process of their research projects and pro-
duce results much faster. This has the potential to increase
investment in the crop by increasing the number of proj-
ects which can follow a standard 3- to 5-year resear
cycle.

yIn Canada, oats are an $8 billion industry with a prod-
uct that is recognized around the world for its superior
quality. Canada is the world’s largest exporter of oats and
is ready to benefit from increased investment in this key
crop.

% w'ﬂ'/'!"""'fég

EALTYE

Delphine Gehl

306-745-9160
delphinel@sasktel.net

426 A Main Street = Esterhazy, SK

www.livingskiesrealty.com

5

Testan
41t our ey gyt

Lunch Proyig,
ideq
Demos Availapje

Fot g
nformation
7468044 21"

Contact us today!
Spéctator

world_spectator@sasktel.net




Cé6

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

Monday, October 30, 2023

GIFS laboratory at USask brings latest
sequencing technology to Western Canada

World-class talent and sequencing technology at the
Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan (USask) is enabling researchers in
agriculture and other disciplines to more quickly—and
cost effectively—explore the genomes of plants, animals,
and microbes.

GIFS” Omics and Precision Agriculture Laboratory
(OPAL) is the first lab in Western Canada to offer ge-
nomics analzses services using PacBio’s new Revio DNA
sequencer, the highest-capacity instrument the manufac-
turer has produced.

The addition of Revio and other investments in high-
throughput infrastructure and automation have signifi-
cantly expanded OPAL's scale and efficiency, increasing
its ability to provide high-quality, lower-cost services.
These at-scale analytics will help accelerate research in
the agriculture, food, and health fields.

“At GIFS, we are committed to accelerating research,
development, and commercialization within agri-food
and providing impactful services that enhance the entire
innovation ecosystem. Our investments in PacBio’s Revio
system and other advanced sequencing instruments are
bringing leading-edge technologies to Saskatchewan and
Western Canada and supporting our research commu-
nity’s position at the forefront of discovery,” said Steve
Webb, chief executive officer of GIFS.

“OPAL's capacity and complete suite of long- and
short-read DNA sequencing technology is unique in
Canada and comparable to large national laboratories in
the United States. With these tools, our team of experts
are providing high-quality data to help advance the dis-
covery, development, and delivery of new innovations
within agri-food and other industries.”

Since its launch in 2021, OPAL has established itself as a
premier platform for omics technology with a reputation
for scientific excellence and innovation.

OPAL was previously the first laboratory in Western
Canada to offer long, Kighly accurate HiFi reads from
PacBio’s Sequel Ile DNA sequencing system. The new
Revio system features several enhancements over the ear-
lier generation of single-molecule real-time sequencing
(SMRT) technology, including shorter run times and the
ability to sequence up to 15 times more genomic data per

day.

‘yThe Global Institute for Food Security is a state-of-the-
art facility providing genomics, phenomics, and bioin-
formatics services to researchers around the world in a
variety of applications. We are honoured that this trusted
service provider has chosen to add the Revio sequencing
system to their world-class core lab,” said Lara Toerien,
vice-president and general manager for the Americas at
PacBio.

“The game-changing Revio system is a giant leap for-
ward that enables customers to dramatically scale their
use of PacBio’s celebrated HiFi sequencing technology at
an extremely competitive price. This will allow more cus-
tomers access to the most complete and accurate sequenc-
ing data on the market today and benefit the scientific
community as a whole. I'm excited to see what research-
ers can discover using the power of HiFi sequencing on
Revio.”

With a unique specialty in agri-food research, the OPAL
team has become a trusted partner to researchers in West-
ern Canada and around the world, contributing to hun-
dreds of projects examining microbial, plant and animal
genes and traits.

The laboratory has contributed sequencing work to
many large initiatives, including the international, US-
ask-led effort that sequenced the genomes for 15 wheat
varieties—a significant accomplishment that is support-
ing the development of new higher-yielding, more resil-

The Omics and Precision Agriculture Laboratory at the Global Institute for Food Security at
the University of Saskatchewan is a premier platform for omics technology, providing genomics,
phenomics and informatics services to a broad range of clients.

ient wheat varieties.

The technology and expertise at OPAL, however, pro-
vide the laboratory with the capacity to analyze samples
from other sources—everything from bacteria to humans.

Today, the laboratory is now serving a growing num-
ber of researchers outside of agriculture w%o are benefit-

ing from OPAL's services, including genomics to analyze
DNA, transcriptomics to analyze gene expression and
bioinformatics to analyze these and other biological data.
These services also include PacBio’s Iso-Seq technique for
sequencing RNA molecules with long reads to achieve
greater resolution than was possible using older methods.

J&]

J Auto Sales

“We're incredibly proud of the partnerships we've
made within the agri-food sector and 519 exciting research
that we are supporting—and we're just getting started,”
said Carla Protsko, OPAL business lead at GIF

“Today, we are equipped to support more partners
across the value chain than ever before. Whether you're
in agriculture or health, natural or environmental scienc-
es, you don’'t have to send samples across the country for
analysis. We have the leading-edge omics technology and
talented team in Saskatoon’s thriving biotechnology in-
dustry. From here in Western Canada, we have a national
and global reach and can assist your research at scale.”

BAD CREDIT?
NO PROBLEM!

Everyone is approved for financing!
v 160-point inspection on all

OPAL is the first lab in Western Canada
equipped with PacBio's new Revio DNA se-
quencer.

To advertise in Ag News
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world_spectator@sasktel.net

1-888-963-4040

1610 - 1st Street North | Brandon, MB
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vehicles

v/ Fresh oil change and free tank of
gas with every purchase

v All vehicles come with warranty
Specializing in all makes and models of new and used vehicles
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2020 Mini
Cooper

92,530 kms

$32,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2022 Subaru
Outback

49,353 kms

44,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2018 Jeep
Compass

77,877 kms

529,888

Plus Sales Taxes

-
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2017 Lexus IS
AWD

91,877 kms

$36,388

Plus Sales Taxes

2021 Hyundai
Elantra

62,752 kms

529,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2020 Benz
GLE450

55,277 kms

$66,777

Plus Sales Taxes

2022 Dodge
Ram Warlock

36,585 kms

$53,888

Plus Sales Taxes
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FCC supports cattle producers across Canada

Farm Credit Canada (FCC) is announcing a new FCC
Replacement Heifer Program to help Canadian cattle pro-
ducers in maintaining or expanding their herds.

The Canadian beef cattle inventory was pegged by Sta-
tistics Canada at 10.3 million head earlier this year which
is a decline by four per cent since 2017. The cattle sector is
an important part of the agriculture industry, that contrib-
utes over $24 billion annually to the economy and plays a
critical role in maintaining tﬁe health of grasslands. FCC
wants to ensure Canada’s cattle ranchers have access to
the financial levers they need to plan for the future.

“The drought conditions this summer affected a large
cattle producing area in Western Canada and right now
ranchers are making decisions about how to best manage
their herds,” said Sophie Perreault, FCC’s chief operations
officer. “The Heifer Replacement Program will help re-

duce cash flow pressures for those who want to maintain
or grow their herd.”

The program consists of a loan with a maximum two-
year period of interest only and a maximum life of seven
years. For this loan, variable interest rates will be capped at
prime plus 1.5%, and loan processing fees will be waived.

“FCC is here to partner with customers in coming up
with financial solutions that will continue to support the
well-being and longevity of Canadian cattle herds,” Per-
reault said. “If ranchers have other needs beyond heifer
financing, I invite them to contact the FCC team.”

“The Saskatchewan Stock Growers Association appreci-
ates FCC’s response to the current needs of livestock pro-
ducers,” said Garner Deobald, SSGA president. “This FCC
Erogram will help producers rebuild or maintain their
erds after consecutive years of drought.”

G{CORRIGRAINISYSTEMSIHAVE
PARTNEREDJTO[BROVIDE

WESTEEL GRAIN BINS

TO LARGE |

FLAT
BOTTOM
BINS

P

CONTACT - OUR LOCATIONS TODAY!
204.748.1122 | REDFERNS.CA

FROM
HOPPER

TRAVIS CARLSON - SOUTHEAST SK - 306-861-1354
BLAINE KRAHN - MANITOBA - 431-338-0113

VISIT OUR WEBSITE HERE =

1620 1ST STREET NORTH

BRANDON, MB

- HOURS -

Saturday 9:00am-2:00pm

Looking for a career that provides flexibility,
giving you balance to do the things you love?
Do you have your CCA or P.Ag?

We may have the career for you!

Western Ag Professional Agronomy
has opportunities for employment or contractor work as a
Independent Professional Agronomy Consultant
in Southeast Saskatchewan and Southwest Manitoba.
Connect with us today to receive a hiring package that
includes benefits to commence on the date of hire.

Monday - Friday 8:00am-5:30pm

Beef producers are encouraged to contact their FCC re-
lationship manager or their FCC livestock Alliance partner
for details. Producers can do this by contacting tl}zeir lo-
cal office or the FCC customer service centre at 1-888-332-
3301.

FCC is Canada’s leading agriculture and food lender,
dedicated to the industry that feeds the world. FCC em-
ployees are committed to the long-standing success of
those who produce and process Canadian food by pro-
viding flexible financing, AgExpert business management
software, information and knowledge. FCC provides a
complement of expertise and services designed to support
the complex and evolving needs of food businesses. As a
financial Crown corporation, FCC is a stable partner that
reinvests profits back into the industry and communities it
serves. For more information, visit fcc.ca.

/ Ll \ B
Wi ‘.Grq_}ff//\/l orePrafit.com,

306.978.0373

Over 300 New Trailers in Stock, including Car-Haulers, Flat Deck, Gooseneck, Utility,

Gargo, and Stock Trailers. As well as a large inventory of trailer parts and accessories.

We offer complete trailer services performed by qualified technicians.

Services include fifth-wheel and Gooseneck installations, bumper hitch installations,brake control

installations, trailer repairs, modifications, welding repairs, and custom built axles.

PHONE: 204.808.8088
PENNERTRAILERS.CA
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Limited availability pushmg farmland prices h|gher

Limited availability of
farmland for sale is con-
tinuing to push land val-
ues higher, according to
the mid-year farmland val-
ues review by Farm Credit
Canada (FCC). In the first
six months of 2023, the na-
tional average growth rate
of farmland was 7.7 per
cent.

The highest farmland
value increases over the
last six months were re-

orted in Saskatchewan
{)14 per cent) and Que-
bec (10.6 per cent). On-
tario and Manitoba saw
nearly identical increases,
with farmland values in
Ontario increasing by 6.9
per cent, and Manitoba by
6.4 per cent. Alberta had a
more modest increase of 3
per cent, while the average
price of farmland stayed
unchanged in British Co-
lumbia. Fewer sales were
available in Canada’s At-
lantic provinces to fully
assess mid-year farmland
values.

“Limited land for sale
has been driving farmland
values higher over the last

six months,” said J.P. Ger-
vais, FCC’s chief econo-
mist. “With higher interest
rates, elevated farm input
costs and uncertainty re-
garding future commodity
prices, producers are being
cautious with their invest-
ments and capital expendi-
tures.”

Farm cash receipts are
anticipated to increase 6.6
per cent in 2023. But as
farm operations exercise
caution in spending, farm-
land value appreciation is
anticipated to slow until
the uncertainty over the
current economic environ-
ment vanishes.

“Purchasing  farmland
is a very strategic deci-
sion for producers,” said
Gervais. “They need to as-
sess whether they can earn
enough from {le larger
land base they’ve acquired
and if not, whether other
areas of the operation gen-
erate enough income to
pay for the land. Monitor-
ing farmland price trends
can assist in making the
best decisions for individu-
al operations.”

Saskatchewan agriculture
helps feed the world and helps
fuel our province's growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for
the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk,

MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St.

|
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« Break Away Kit
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Rust Inhibitive
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[

32' Gooseneck
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Redvers

\ AG & SUPPLY LTD.

306-452-3444
BOX 150 (Corner of Hwy 8 & 13) redvers.agricultural®sasktel.net
REDVERS, SK. SOC 2HO www.redversag.ca

Your local
Kubota
Dealer
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Above and left:
Betty-Lou Twolan
from Ottawa, Ontario,
submitted these pho-
tos of the Pipestone
Valley near Mooso-
min. She was out vis-
iting her son, Philip
Doucet, and thought
that she would share
some early morning
fall photographs from
October 4.

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name —
but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over
30 agribusiness locations in Western Canada, including flour and feed
mills, we have the best seed, inputs, marketing and agronomic support

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business Profitable & Healthy.

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT




c 1 0 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. Monday, October 30, 2023

]

Melissa Ruhland
submitted this photo,
as part of The World-
Spectator's 2023 Har-
vest photo contest, of
when her sister Mon-
ica Lessard brought
supper out to the
field to feed the har-
vest crew at Ruhland
Farms, located west
of Rocanville.

PRECISION AG LTD!

Expert Advice,
Extraordinary Service

Includes phone support for the year (during and af-
ter-business hours), on-farm calls throughout the
growing season, pre-season calibrations/software
upgrades, operator training and in-field tuning of ma-
chinery and technology functions

Jeff Brown e Carlyle, SK ¢ 306-575-9050
- Precision "

Farming Displays — ero asssr AGTEOH
- Autosteer Precisien W

systems - Ty
-> Application

Control Systrns PR s e~ 'FINANCING*.  MONTHS CASH BACK* (T-L-B)

= Andmore! , Ppattisén -
. e | “

-Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669

www.universesatellite.com

UNLIMITED HOUR
POWERTRAN WRRRANTY,

AIRGUARD

Ag Leader

MY Precision Ag is now an Ag Leader Technology
dealer. Ag Leader monitors, receivers, steering
systems, product control, water management
solutions, data solutions, harvest solutions and
more available!

Contact Matt or Jeff at

Www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

To advertise in Ag News
call 306-435-2445 or email
world_spectator@sasktel.net
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These photos were taken by Paige Hutchin-
son on Hutch Farms in the Rocanville and Moo-
somin area.

“Our Dad, Cameron Hutchinson, now an an-
gel looking down on us, ordered up sunshine
for the last day of harvest . . . and to no sur-
prise we finished harvest on what would have
been his 54th birthday on September 30,”
says Paige.

“This was Hutch Farms’ first season run-
ning the farm without Cam. A small but mighty
crew—Pam, Rylar, Paige and Jeffrey.”

Financing as

EXIBLE as you are.

SUNRISE

CREDIT UNION

@ X

sunrisecu.mb.ca
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Racing the weather to get our crop in the bin

It was exactly two months less three days from the
day we had started harvest 2023 that we finally had it
wra}liped up and there was no sweeter picture tl}qlan that
of those combines that night, dumping the last of their
canola into the semis. We would have loved to run more
than a few consecutive days at a time but that was not
how this harvest worked out. As I sat from the warm in-
terior of my half ton and watched the augers unloading
that final night in the field, it very nearly made me feel
a tad sad to think harvest was over. That lasted only six
seconds though and I was good!

For whatever reason (there are theories but I am not so
into them), some of the canola just did not want to ripen
this fall. So the guys did some desiccating. And when
that, after a couple of weeks of waiting, didn’t quite seem
to do the trick, they swathed it. And even then it seemed
like we waited and waited until we could finally bring it
in. It was certainly the year of switching from straight cut
headers to pickups and back again, and then yet again.

After several days of sitting, right at the end of Sep-
tember, we finally got a day we were able to go and
when those three machines started up on some standing
canola, they just kept marching along all day long and
our truck driver I swear never got a minute’s rest, run-
ning from one truck to the next and getting it into the bin.
Even supper in the field that night was served not from
the tailgate but in to-go plates with cutlery taped to the
top, handed up to the combine operators. How’s that for
a subtle hint to just eat on the go.

Hours later, after dark, as the men moved from one
field to the next, the women and kids moved vehicles
and transported truck drivers and combiners to wherev-
er it was they needed to be transported to. And wonder
of wonders, after weeks of too-wet-to-combine-in-the-
evening type weather, it stayed dry late into the night,
or shall we say into the early hours of the next morning.

For me though, I was settled back into my camper on
the farm by 9:30 p.m. that night, doing dishes and melt-
ing Toberlone for the farm kids to eat with their straw-
berries. One of the twins (12) was lounging on the couch
with his cell phone in his hand. Yup, I thought to myself,
kids and phones, imagining the snapchatting or whatev-
er-ing that kids do these days.

I no sooner had the snapchat thought when Reid set
his phone down, ran outside and right back in, grabbed
another strawberry to dip into his bowl of chocolate and
said, “Humidity’s only 60%. Grass is dry. Should be able
to get a few more hours in tonight.” And so it was! The
young man with his eyes on the weather app was ex-
cited that the combines could keep rolling. And roll on
they did. I could hear trucks as they came and went and
I knew Mr. Truck Driver had to be wearing thin. I should
maybe have given him a big%;er supper plate!

As the dutiful farm wife that I am (after walking the
grands to the main house that night), I turned all the
lights on in the camper so that when hubby eventually

The Lighter Side of
Lite...
DOWN ON THE FARM
T e b

by douna beitlen

TPRLELANGE PHOTEAOURNALIST
dl_beutler@yahoo.ca

came in from the field, it would be a welcoming sight
from afar. Or at least from the bins that sit 150 feet from
the camper. And then I sat in the comfy recliner deter-
mined to remain awake until Wayne climbed the steps of
the RV later that night. By 10:30 I put my HGTV maga-
zine down, cranked the furnace up a notch or two and
popped a movie into the dvd player in the bedroom and
laid down, clothes on in case I got a ‘get to the field call.”
And then I proceeded to wind down. By 11:30, I crawled
under the covers. It was getting a tad chilly in there. And
the furnace was no longer running. We were obviously
out of propane. Die hard that I am though, I remained
clothed and at the ready for a mad dash trip to a field to
get somebody or somet{;ing.

By 12:30 or perhaps 1:30, I was looking for an extra
quilt and rolling over into a deep sleep when I heard the
semi coming into the yard. Why oh why is the clock in the
living room an hour behind time and the one in the bed-
room an hour ahead, because when you are half asleep,
you really don’t remember which one is which. Even my
Fitbit wasn’t telling the truth—in fact it was deader than
a doornail. Regardless, it was late, I was tired and cold
and the guys had to be ready to call it a night.

Just then, the camper door opened and what did I hear:
“Why are all the lights on? Why is it so cold in here?”
Clatter, bang, clunk and hubby has the propane tank
switched out. Soon the furnace warmed our tiny home
back up and hubby crawled into bed. After a 12-second
conversation that went something like this: “Did you fin-
ish that field?” I ask. “Yeah. Moved to the Funny Farm,”
he answers. “How many acres did you get done at the
Funny Farm?” I ask. “Not many,” he says and his next
breath is a snore. As I ponder how someone can liter-
ally come off a combine after 12 or 14 hours, essentially
turn the lights off in the house and crawl into bed and be
sleeping in 12 seconds flat, I climb out of bed to change
out of my clothes and I crawl back into bed. (By way
of explanation, every field has a ‘name’. Yes, they have
numbers too but we use names and while most are called
by the name of their previous owner, the Funny Farm’s

name has stuck for years and years and not even I re-
member exactly why anymore.)

As hubby rapidly drifts off to sleep, the very tired me
whose sleep has been interrupted now knows without a
shadow of a doubt that if I had been combining for the
previous 12 hours, I would be wound up like a rubber
band and it would take me an hour to unravel. As I lay
there, now frustrated that ‘he’ is sleeping and I am not,
I plump the pillows, get them in just the right spot, curl
up just so and then re-plump and re-arrange a few more
times. Eventually I fall asleep, trying to remind myself
to set the clocks in the camper to the correct time in the
morning.

Earlier than usual the next morning, after the combines
were greased and readied for another day in the field, the
guys started up again only to be stopped for three hours
because of a teeny-tiny rain shower. Tlrlje afternoon turned
into evening and eventually the combiners and truckers
had to call it a night. Our hope was for a third dry day
in a row. Alas, not only did it rain, but the thunderstorm
that began around supper time with a great show of light-
ening in the skies, also brought damaging golf-sized hail
to the farm—vehicles and canola alike. Who would ever
have thought we would have an Oct. 1st hail storm?

With the end of harvest came the final clearing out and
closing up of our harvest-time home. We have spent the
better part of four months in there this year and there’s
a teeny-tiny bit of nostalgia for me as I pull the slides in,
knowing winter is on its way. But like every season, you
just have to let it go and get ready for the next, some with
more anticipation that others. But the moment I pull the
last slide in, I finally remember—I never did change the
time on those clocks.

With harvest all behind us now, all our guys (and
the women and kids as well) can take a well-deserved
break (no pun intended for the operator who only got
four daﬁs in before he broke his leg—what a way to skip
out on harvest!) We have the best crew, one that saw all
sorts of family step in to help. Sometimes when I left the
field knowing who was in each combine, by the time I
returned there had been a change in operators. One day
I fed my brother his lunch only to find, when I went to
hand him his supper plate, it was my nephew. You never
turn down a good hand though. Even the twins (12) put
some time in driving combine. As for the truckers, they
remained pretty constant, likely because no one else will-
ingly relieves them.

And so to all you grain farmers out there—here’s hop-
ing you got your crop in the bin without too much stress
and that you are now relaxing in your comfy chair, enjoy-
ing a good cup of coffee and doing next to nothing. Okay,
I hear you, I know you are moving grain and cleanin;
combines and repairing machinery—all in a mad das
to beat the turn in the weather, which by most forecasts
shows that by the time you are reading this, we will have
had a taste of winter. Until next time .. .
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Canadian beef in low supply

C13

1000 MT CWE 5-U ratio
2,500 _ S 45%
m Production Utilization
2,400 40%
2,300 F\ A 5%
2,200 stocks-to- / A

\ use ratio / e 1.0%
2,100 \ / — /
\ v, N 25%
2,000 J v N, f
1 2.0%
1,900
1.5%
1,800
1,700 Fas
1,600 I 0.5%
1,500 l 0.0%
2000 2002 2004 2006 2008 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020 2022

China’s splurge-buying of Canadian pork may be over, but consump-

tion shows resilience

Markets show two different price trajectories

BY MARTHA ROBERTS
FCC Econowmics Epitor
The 2023 drought will

ensure diminished mar-
gins for some western
livestock producers, but
the overall cattle outlook
is positive as strong global
and domestic demand bol-
sters consumption even
in the face of high beef
prices. Production, given
the small beef herd, will
struggle to keep up to
thatgdgemand. F(nl*3 thephog
sector, profitability will
continue to be challenged
by lower prices. Domestic
consumption growth will
provide a much-needed
boost as pork’s prices will
lure more consumers than
either beef or chicken, but
with drought-induced
feed costs rising, the next
three months aren’t like-
l{l to get any easier than
they’ve been recently.

Prices: Two
trajectories for
two sectors

Some good news: prices
expected for the next three
months (the outlook pe-
riod) have either stabilized
or risen since our August
outlook for the cattle and
hog sectors. Forecasted
cattle prices are, on av-
eraﬁe, a whopping 33%
higher year-over-year
(YoY) and 50% higher than
their five-year averages for
each class as demand re-
mains strong and supplies
tighten. Our projected
feeder hog prices (Ontario
and Manitoba) haven’t
changed since August and
are still well under last
year’s prices and the five-
year averages. Isowean
prices also continue to lag
YoY and the five-year av-
erage.

Cattle sector margins
forecasted to be
positive

Cow/calf sector prof-
itability will continue to
be robust throughout the
outlook period, given the
underlying strength  of
prices. There’ll be more
pressure on cattle sector
profitability in areas where
the drought impacted feed
grains. That also holds
true for finishing feedlots
who may see pressure
from U.S. feedlots for Ca-
nadian feeder cattle, push-
ing those prices higher.
Given the strength in de-
mand, however, feedlot
margins should be posi-
tive throughout the out-
look period.

Isowean margins
continue to see heavy
pressure

Isowean  profitability
turned negative in 2022,
but 2023 has been particu-
larly challenging with fall-
ing prices and increased
expenses. Producers who
have weathered the storm
can look ahead to 2024
when margins are expect-
ed to take a jump in the
right direction.

This year, we're moni-
toring the North American
drought’s impact on U.S.
and Canadian cattle herds,
red meat demand and in-
put costs as the most sig-
nificant forces on livestock
profitability.

About those feed
costs

The trend we pointed
to in our August update
of feedlots’ early spike
in corn imports has sta-
bilized as a longer-term
trend. Canadian imports
of U.S. corn destined for
western operations have
continued, and as of Sep-
tember, are just below t]lze
record imports of the 2021-
22 crop year.

There’s a direct link to
feedlots” bottom lines. In
2023, it costs more to use
homegrown feed (bar-
ley) t%lan imported corn.
While these costs don’t
include the import costs
of transportation, they
also discount the savings
that the use of corn en-
ables. Feeding properly
processed corn can use up
to 10% fewer pounds per
day relative to barley use.
There’s some relief in the
extra supply of off-grade,
non-feed crops made
available from the drought
but, overall, the use of Ca-
nadian crops as feed will
suppress margins.

Ontario corn prices have

also risen from our August
outlook update but remain
at 2022 average prices. At
that price, they’ll be well
in excess of the five-year
average, applying more
pressure to hog margins.

North American beef
herd continues to
shrink

The 2023 drought has
led the cattle sector to cull
more, despite the strength

—20

in markets. While the
strong prices we're seeing
now are normally associ-
ated with heifer retention
and herd rebuilding efforts,
the dryness across the U.S.
Midwest and the Canadi-
an prairies has prompted
increased herd liquidation
since 2021. Heifer and cow
slaughter has trended gen-
erally higher each year as
a percentage of total cattle
slaughter.
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Lower beef
production hampers
supplies

As noted in August, the
upward trend in slaughter
produced an initial bump
in beef production—and
record U.S. production
in 2022—that has since
turned into lower num-
bers of slaughter-ready
cattle. In 2023, Canadian
and U.S. beef production
is down YoY as a result.

As of September 30,
the year-to-date Cana-
dian beef production (fed
and non-fed) was down
6% YoY and the U.S. was
down 2%. It may very
well not pick up in the
next two years for ei-
ther country as there will
likely continue to be more
reasons to cull than to not
cull. Even when it’s time
to reverse the trend, it'll
be neither quick nor sim-
ple to get more cattle on
North American opera-
tions.

The drag on produc-
tion will help to lower
Canada’s beef stocks-to-
use ratio (ending stocks/
utilization) this year to

2.2%. That's lower YoY
and compared to the five-
year average (2018 — 2022)
and one of the lowest five-
year average levels since
the early 2000s.

The ratio accounts for
lower utilization as well,
with both domestic con-
sumption and exports
trimmed. Already trend-
ing down, it could near
the lows of 2000 in 2024,
suggesting beef prices
ha%% not get reachedptheir
peak. While high prices
will undoubtedly deter
some consumers, Canadi-
an consumer preferences
for beef remain strong,
outpacing consumption.

In a similar response
to North America’s lack
of moisture, Argentina’s
drought has sent the
country’s beef produc-
tion into high gear. In fact,
global beef production
is forecasted up for 2023
based on higher slaughter
in several regions due to
widespread drought con-
ditions. In the European
Union, high input costs
are forcing liquidations.
Continued on Page C14 =
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As part of The World-Spectator's 2023 Harvest Photo Contest, Erin
Jensen submitted this photo of Harper Jaenen, daughter of Tyler and
Erin Jaenen, helping dad swath the wheat crop during harvest 2023.
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Choose any device for $0 upfront with
monthly plus pricing on a 2-year voice
and data plan.
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2023 Cattle and hog
outlook update:

Markets show
two different price
trajectories

v Continued from Page C13

There remains global demand for beef,
with non-U.S. domestic consumption ex-
pected to rise 1.3% YoY. Notably, China,
the world’s second-largest beef consumer
behind the U.S,, is forecast to grow 3.0%
YoY as the country’s burgeoning middle
class continues to develop a preference
for what was once almost exclusively a
western staple. There are downside risks
though. According to the International
Monetary Fund’s latest World Economic
Outlook, global GDP growth will slow
from 3.5% last year to 3.0% this year and
2.9% in 2024, a development that will
weigh on consumption in the months
ahead.

Pork production

Total global pork production is expected
to stay flat this year, with U.S. (1.4%) and
China (1.1%) expected to grow, offsetting
losses in the European Union (2.9%) and
the UK. (14.4%).

Canada’s pork stocks-to-use ratio shows
the small YoY contraction in expected pro-
duction—the latest year in a downward
trend since the buying spree induced by
the pandemic in 2020 and China’s African
Swine Fever outbreak. The pork ratio, at
3.2%, is higher relative to beef.

Production remains elevated compared
to pre-2020 though, as does consumption,
which will be fairly one-sided. Canada’s
exports are expected to shrink 8.0% YoY
as non-U.S. pork consumption is forecast
to be the same as last year’s and U.S. pork
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consumption is expected to drop 1.9%.
One bright spot: Cll?lina’s pork consump-
tion will likely expand 1.3% YoY.

Instead, this year’s total utilization for
Canada will be supported by domestic
use. Canadian pork consumption is slated
to grow 6.8% YoY, thanks to the large dif-
ferential in pork prices compared to chick-
en and beef, pork’s main competitors.
Pork, in fact, was one of very few items
in Canada’s Consumer Price Index basket
that’s had negative price growth in the last
two years.

There’s good news mixed with some
warning signs. Pork consumption has
benefitted from that relatively favourable
pricing, but it faces lacklustre demand.
The FCC meat demand index (for beef,
pork and chicken) shows that consumer
preferences for beef and chicken exceed
that for pork.

Bottom line

Beef’s elevated prices at retail and in
food service will take a bite out of con-
sumption this year, but not as much as
you might think. The loss of production,
a direct result of the small beef herd, will
take another bite. It speaks to a coming
year of solid returns for the sector. On the
other hand, the hog and pork sector will
benefit from a significant increase in do-
mestic consumption, but that good news
is tempered by expectations of a large dip
in exports and the reality that Canadians
are buying pork because it’s relatively less
expensive.
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Monica Lessard submitted this photo as part

of The-World Spectator's 2023 Harvest Photo
Contest of her two sons, Jeremy and Zach-
ary, enjoying watching some farmers take their

crops off the field across from their house.

Hearing & Wellness

by Porch Light

306-435-2500
220 Broadway Ave
Moosomin, SK

Hearing & Wellness by Porch Light
is bringing hearing awareness to
Moosomin and surrounding com-
munities. We provide top quality
service with the best technology
and practices to assist those who
have been affected by hearing loss
and to help prevent hearing loss
from happening. Bonnie Riffel has
been providing hearing services to
South East Saskatchewan for more
than 17 years. She is excited to
return to her hometown and provide these services in a safe
and welcoming environment. When in need of assistance, look
for the Porch Light to guide you.

» Open Monday-Friday, 9:00 - 4:30
* Please call for an appointment

Open 5 days a week in Moosomin SK.

EMAIL

SCOTT.BROMLEY@PREMIERBUILDERGROUP.CA
FOR A FREE

RESIDENTIAL ESTIMATE

We Offer:
* Hearing Testing
« Consultations

* Hearing Protection
« Assistive Listening Devices
« and much more

We build homes, not houses.

LAWRENCE HEIN 30

A\NO JOB IS TOO BIG

OR TOO SMALL
INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED

Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville
& Surrounding Areas!

6-434-6485

lawrence_hein@hotmail.com
ﬁ www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

Full Exterior Renos Tile, Laminate, Hardwood
Kitchen Back Splashes

Basement Development

Full Interior Renos
Custom Decks

Drywall Painting Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Home Maintenance
Siding, Soffit & Fascia

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life
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Saskatchewan Potash
Grows Communities

Here's a snapshot of the benefits potash mines
bring to communities.

AVERAGE SALARY SASKATCHEWAN ROYALTIES AND

PRODUCTION TAX PAID IN 2022

$100K peryear X 500 employees $ emme §
1.2 Billion

=350 Million

in wages paid annually

PROVINCIAL PROPERTY TAX PROVINCIAL CAPITAL
SALES TAX INCOME TAX INVESTMENT
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Learn more at
timetodigdeeper.com





