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websterseedfarm.ca

We have the best 
Wheat & Barley Varieties!

If we don’t have what you want, 
we will bring it in for you!

  Wheatland
  Starbuck

  Synergy
  Connect

Easton family farm 
in the family for generations

BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Easton family has been operating a family farm 
near Wawota for generations. They have raised Angus 
cattle for much of that time and this year, they will be re-
ceiving the 75 Year Award from the Canadian Angus As-
sociation.

The association recognizes individuals and families 
that have demonstrated a long-time commitment to the 
Angus breed in Canada, through maintaining a continu-
ous membership in the association for at least 50 years.

Dale Easton of Eastondale Angus, said the family farm 

started when his grandfather came to Saskatchewan for 
more opportunities.

“It was my grandfather who started here, he came out 
with his father from Ontario and homesteaded out here. 
He started his own place here in Wawota,” he said.

“My grandfather chose to raise angus cattle, and we’ve  
stuck with what he picked and we’ve really enjoyed the 
ride along the way.”

Erika Easton, is the fourth generation of the Easton 
family to be involved with the farm.

“I just like the lifestyle and I really enjoy doing other 
things in farming that takes you to a lot of places, wheth-

people across all of Canada and even around the world,” 
Erika said.

“I’ve had great opportunities from the business to do 
lots of travelling and I couldn’t really imagine myself do-
ing anything else.”

“I love the farm, I love everything we do here, from 
working with the cattle to going to the shows and sales. 
I really enjoy working with the cattle and being out there 
when I can,”  she said.

Erika began her experience of working on the family 
farm around the age of six.

Continued on page C30 

The Easton family will be receiving their 75 Year Award from the Canadian Angus Association on April 4, at the Eastondale Angus farm near 
Wawota, during their annual spring sale. The family have been raising Angus cattle for 79 years, and Erica Easton, right, is the fourth generation 

of the family to be involved in the farm, along with her parents Shelley Easton (left) and Dale Easton. 
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306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag

Now offering: 
CUSTOM SEEDING
ALSO AVAILABLE:
• Custom Spraying
• Custom Haying
• Custom Swathing
• Custom Combining
• Dribble Band Fertilizing

Plus more! Please inquire!

NEW FULL-TIME PROGRAM IN MOOSOMIN! 

HEALTH CARE COOK 
38 WEEK PROGRAM

This program is designed to prepare cooks for work in  
healthcare settings such as hospitals, long term care homes, 

personal care homes and private care facilities.
Learn more about this exciting career in healthcare at www.southeastcollege.org

For more information or to register, visit www.southeastcollege.org or call 1-866-999-7372

Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY
Phone: 306-435-4005

622 Main St.
Moosomin, SK

2022 Grains, oilseeds and pulses sector outlook
The major trends to monitor for grain, oilseed and pulse 

operations include:

• Geopolitical tensions and global trade

global demand for most crops amid ever-shrinking sup-

-
-

-
an supplies and persistent global demand, is expected to 

Profitability to be challenged by 
input costs in 2022-23

-
ue to rise from elevated levels, although the speed at which 

Wheat
-

and Ukraine are projected to have produced a combined 

-

coming months when more information can be included 
-

Corn

-

-
izer prices and competitive pressures from higher-priced 

Soybeans
-

-

from dropping again, as continued strength in global de-

-

-
-

Canola

-

-

Given the low stocks, domestic crush and exports are 

-

global and Canadian stocks so low, prices so high and a 

Continued on page C25 
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PL. 311962FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK

TO VIEW, REGISTER & BID VISIT WWW.MACKAUCTIONCOMPANY.COM 
OR PHONE 306-421-2097

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
ONLINE TIMED AUCTION

Directions: From the junction of Highway 8 & 48 at Fairlight, go 8.4 kms west, 2 kms south and east into yard.

DENNIS DEROO 
FAIRLIGHT, SK - 306-646-7580

SALE OPENS: 
MONDAY, APRIL 18, 2022 - 8:00 A.M.

SALE CLOSES: 
FRIDAY, APRIL 22, 2022 - 10:00 A.M.

To view the complete auction visit 
https://mack.nextlot.com/public/sales/94880/lots

Saskatchewan’s Spring Runoff Report

Normal to below
normal runoff in south due 
to dry conditions in 2021
The Water Security Agency (WSA) 

has shared the spring runoff forecast 
for 2022. This forecast is based on con-
ditions as of March 1.

WSA actively monitors snowpack 
and precipitation during the winter 
months to forecast the province’s avail-
able water supply through the summer 
and fall and to prepare for any potential 
issues. WSA completed snow surveys 
in mid-February to assess the water 
available for runoff. For the most part, 
water supplies from the province’s ma-
jor reservoirs are expected to continue 
to meet the province’s needs in 2022.

As previously reported, the hot and 
dry conditions throughout 2021 caused 
most areas of the province to go into 
winter with drier than normal moisture 

-
cant amounts of snow, some areas with 
dry conditions at freeze-up are still pre-
dicted to have normal to below normal 
runoff.

WSA is currently expecting a be-
low to well below normal snowmelt 
runoff response over much of south-
ern Saskatchewan. Only areas east of 
Moose Jaw are forecast to receive near 
or above normal runoff. Below normal 
runoff in the southwest may result in 
some water supply issues, including 
shortages and potentially water qual-
ity related issues later in the year. With 

above normal snowmelt runoff yields 
are expected across central areas of the 

-
pected at this time.

North Saskatchewan River Basin, there 
is an elevated risk of a dynamic ice 
breakup event occurring on the North 
Saskatchewan River. This may result 

to what was observed on the river in 
2020. The public should remain vigi-
lant when near melting waterways as 
ice jamming and breakup can be unpre-
dictable.

With an alpine snowpack that is gen-
erally well above normal, the agency is 

-
ewan River System and levels at Lake 
Diefenbaker will be better than what 
was observed in 2021. The Water Se-
curity Agency will continue to protect 
and manage our water supply to sup-
port industry and habitat. 

When developing this snowmelt 
runoff outlook, WSA assumes normal 
weather conditions going forward 
to the conclusion of the melt. Any in-
creased runoff potential would be re-

runoff is not already underway. The 
current report can be found on the 
wsask.ca website under Provincial 
Forecast.

CDC Simmie CL
SMALL RED LENTILS

For Full Listing of  

2022 Varieties,  

Trial Results & More Visit

Watch for details on our Summer Tours!

Goldy’s Greenhouse
Where Spring is just a country drive away.

OPEN FOR THE SEASON MAY 1!
May & June 2022 Hours: 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. – 7 days a week

Customer Appreciation Day

FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2022
Come visit us, have a coff ee & donut and receive a free plant!

Great selection of annuals including Proven Winners, Bedding Plants, Vegetables 

including Seed Potatoes & Spanish Onions, Herbs, Grasses, Tropicals, Succulents, House 

plants, Perennials, Hanging Baskets, ProMix Bales, Tomato Cages & so much more!

Celebrate Mom on Mother’s Day
 AND ENTER TO WIN A 12” HANGING BASKET!

We do custom planters or select from our potted planters!

Contact Darla Schlamp, call or text 

306-745-7983
goldysgreenhouse@gmail.com

Approximately 15 kms NE of Esterhazy, SK
Visit Goldy’s Greenhouse on Facebook for a direction map!

http://bdschlamp.wix.com/goldys-greenhouse

We accept cash, cheque or e-transfer

Visit the World-Spectator online
any time at www.world-spectator.com
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Enterprises     Ltd.

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309

The Government of Saskatchewan is 
taking steps today to proactively enhance 
and broaden the regulation, monitoring 
and control of wild boar and feral pigs in 
the province.

The Ministry of Agriculture is develop-
ing regulations for licensing existing com-
mercial wild boar farms and imposing a 
moratorium on any new farms. Regula-
tions for wild boar/feral pigs will also be 
developed under The Pest Control Act, 
which would specify the various monitor-
ing and control efforts as well as public ob-
ligations to report.

Additionally, annual funding for the Sas-
katchewan Crop Insurance Corporation 
(SCIC) Feral Wild Boar Control Program 
for surveillance and eradication efforts in 
the province is being doubled to $200,000.

“Increasing feral pig surveillance and 
eradication efforts, along with declaring 
them a regulated pest, are proactive mea-
sures to help ensure the health of both 
the agriculture industry and the natural 
environment in Saskatchewan,” Agricul-
ture Minister David Marit said. “These are 
substantial steps that improve risk man-
agement and protect the resilience and 
security of our agriculture industry, which 
is a critical component of our provincial 

economy.”
Feral pigs are invasive and established 

within localized regions of the province, 
including agricultural production areas, 

damage caused to hay and crop land and 
to natural areas, as well as their potential 
to spread invasive plant species. They also 
harass livestock and wildlife, and are po-
tential reservoirs for livestock diseases 
such as African swine fever, a federally re-
portable disease that is not yet present in 
North America but is a serious threat to the 
Canadian pork industry.

The SCIC and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture work closely with the public, pro-
ducer associations like Sask Pork, and 
rural municipalities to monitor and deal 
with feral pigs in the province. This issue 
is among various areas of mutual inter-
est and cooperation between the province 
and the Saskatchewan Association of Ru-
ral Municipalities (SARM) which recently 
requested a collaborative, long-term solu-
tion to the wild boar/feral pigs issue in 
Saskatchewan.

All wild boar/feral pig sightings should 
be reported immediately by contacting a 

(toll-free).

Saskatchewan introduces 
enhanced measures to 

control feral pigs
AUTHORIZED KIOTI TRACTOR DEALER

LEASING OPTIONS AVAILABLE THROUGH

IN STOCK TRACTORS

IN STOCK UTILITY VEHICLES

INCOMING INVENTORY



a A University of Saskatchewan (USask) Computer Sci-
ence and Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) team has 
been awarded $125,000 in funding from the Canada Foun-
dation for Innovation’s (CFI) John R. Evans Leaders Fund 
(JELF) to support the development of innovative green-
house imaging and computing infrastructure.

Data-driven processes and decisions are increasingly im-
portant in the agriculture sector. Although large amounts 
of farm and plant data are being collected by growers and 
scientists, the ability to create actionable information from 
these large datasets remains a key challenge.

-
ture sector, the USask team, led by Dr. Lingling Jin (PhD), 
assistant professor of computer science in the College of 
Arts and Science, and GIFS research leaders, Dr. Ian Stav-
ness (PhD), Research Chair in Computational Agriculture, 

Chair in Global Food Security, will use the new funds to 
build the Green SkEye platform. This innovative infra-
structure combines state-of-the-art computing and plant 
imaging hardware to analyze plant populations in green-
houses at an unprecedented level of detail.

“At USask our researchers are working hard with the 
future in mind, and that means developing technologies 
that can contribute to great-
er food security around the 
globe,” said Vice-President 
Research at USask, Baljit 
Singh. “We appreciate this 
investment, which allows us 
to help us attract and retain 

The platform will build on 
the foundation and strengths 
of the GIFS-led Plant Phe-
notyping and Imaging Re-
search Centre (P2IRC), in-
cluding data science and 
bioinformatics. GIFS’ Plant 
Growth Facility will also 
provide greenhouse space 
and resources, as well as 
serve as a testing ground for 
the Green SkEye platform. 
GIFS will also provide addi-
tional funds for the develop-
ment of this platform, with 

-
cellence Research Chair in Food Security, led by GIFS.

“The Green SkEye platform represents an innovative 
solution to a challenging problem in agriculture and that 
solution would not be possible without our strong agtech 

-

funding and infrastructure for this collaborative project 
that contributes to our vision of a world where everyone 
has access to safe and nutritious food.”

Current plant imaging systems widely used for research 

Green SkEye platform is a 
made-in-Saskatchewan plant 
imaging system that will be 
globally unique, capturing 
real-time colour and near-
infrared images at a fraction 
of the cost of commercial so-
lutions for imaging plants in 
specialized chambers or on 
robotic gantries.

“The unique data gener-
ated by the Green SkEye 
system, in combination with 

data platforms, will provide 
a competitive advantage, 
helping attract and retain 
outstanding new researchers 
working on deep learning, 
data analytics, bioinformat-
ics, genomics, and phenomics 
research,” said Jin. 

The transdisciplinary col-
laboration enabled by the 
project will advance our 
understanding of the in-
teractions among the dif-
ferent elements of the agri-
cultural system, ensuring 
Canada stays on the cutting 
edge when it comes to ag-
ricultural productivity and 

food security.
“This new facility builds upon data science and bioinfor-

matics foundations established in the CFREF-funded Plant 
Phenotyping and Imaging Research Center, led by GIFS,” 
said Stavness. “It will result in collaborations between 
GIFS, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, the Crop Devel-
opment Centre, and a number of industry partners.”

Funding provided through JELF helps institutions at-
tract and retain outstanding researchers by providing up to 
40 per cent of the cost of academic research infrastructure, 
with remaining funds solicited from other public and pri-
vate sources.
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cropaidnutrition.com | 1-866-249-0666

Nutrition For Every Stage

SOIL
Health

Reduce soil compaction
Enhance germination, 

vigour and early growth

SEED
Dressing

FOLIAR
Fertilizer

Build A Better Crop
306-786-2007

HIGHWAY 9, SOUTH YORKTON, SK 
IntegrityBuildersLtd@sasktel.net 

IntegrityBuildersYorkton.com

WE BUILD QUALITY RTM HOMES!
Don’t wait! Book now for 2022! 

RTM COTTAGE 
Need a new  cottage  

for this year? 
This one is already  
under construction!

BAYWOOD - 936 SQ. FT 
2-Bedrooms   |    1-Bathroom

Not exactly as shown.  
Custom options available.

MASTER BEDROOM 
11’-10” x 9’-4”

BEDROOM 2 
10’-1” x 8’-2”

Bath

MUD ROOM 
9’-4” x 6’-3”

KITCHEN NOOK 
9’-8” x 13’-6”

GREAT ROOM 
Approximately 

22’0” x 13’0”

COVERED DECK

Can be  

converted to  

3-bedrooms!
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VAULTED CEILINGS

 Whitewood, SK
(306) 735-4328

 Kipling, SK
(306) 736-5328

Moosomin, SK
(306) 434-9323

SUMMER IS COMING!
Contact us for your A/C Quote!

admin@fl atlandplumbing.ca

Don’t forget to book your
ANNUAL FURNACE INSPECTION

New federal funding to enrich USask 
digital agriculture research

Above: Dr. Ian Stavness (PhD), Dr. Lingling 
Jin (PhD) and Dr. Leon Kochian (PhD).
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 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

15W-40 CK-4 ADVANCED FORMULA
18.9 L Pail  |  208 L DRUM | 1040 L TOTE

80W-90 GL-5
18.9 L Pail  |  208 L DRUM | 1040 L TOTE

UNIVERSAL TRACTOR FLUID
18.9 L Pail  |  208 L DRUM | 1040 L TOTE

10W-30 CK-4 SYNTHETIC BLEND
18.9 L Pail  |  208 L DRUM | 1040 L TOTE
 
30 TDTO-4
18.9 L Pail  |  208 L DRUM | 1040 L TOTE

10W CF
18.9 L Pail  |  208 L DRUM

SPRING OIL SALE
March 1 - April 14, 2022

Special Pricing on 18.9L Pails  |  208L Drums  |  1040L Tote

The Government of Saskatchewan has recognized Jim 
Pattison with the Saskatchewan Distinguished Service 
Award for his commitment to Saskatchewan’s economy 
and his dedication to philanthropy.

Mr. Pattison was privately presented with the award in 
February 2022.

“Jim Pattison is the pride of Luseland, Saskatchewan,” 
Premier Scott Moe said. 

“His success is attributed to his hard work, dedication 
and consideration for the greater good. Saskatchewan is 
proud to present Mr. Pattison with the award, as his con-

Pattison started his career as a car salesman and is now 
the CEO, chair and sole owner of the Jim Pattison Group, 
Canada’s largest privately held company. The group 
owns Pattison Agriculture in Moosomin.

Pattison is also the owner of Ripley’s Believe It or Not!, 
Guinness World Records, Save-On-Foods, Quality Foods, 
Real Estate Development and many media outlets across 
the western provinces.

He is also a philanthropist. Pattison donated $50 mil-
lion toward the construction of the children’s hospital in 
Saskatoon, which is now named in his honour. Because of 
his generosity, many families in Saskatchewan are able to 

seek medical help and treatment closer to home.
“Mr. Pattison has not only enriched Saskatchewan’s 

economy, he has also improved the lives of the citizens in 
our province,” Moe said. “I want to personally thank Mr. 
Pattison for his work and continued contributions.”

Pattison has always found ways to give back to the 
province. In July 2017, he arranged for Hollywood icon 
Marilyn Monroe’s crystal and rhinestone encrusted dress, 
made famous when she wore it to sing “Happy Birthday” 
to then United States President John F. Kennedy, to be dis-
played in his hometown of Luseland, drawing observers 
from far and wide. The dress made further stops at his 
Save-On-Food locations in Saskatoon and Regina, as well 
as other store locations in western Canada.

The Saskatchewan Distinguished Service Award recog-
nizes non-residents of the province who have made out-
standing contributions to Saskatchewan and the develop-
ment of the province’s economy, culture and society.

Nominations for the Saskatchewan Distinguished Ser-
vice Award may be proposed by any ministry, agency or 
Crown corporation of the Government of Saskatchewan, 
or authority in which the government is a direct partner.

Including Pattison, 25 people have received the award 
since its inception in 1997.

Jim Pattison receives Saskatchewan  
Distinguished Service Award

Federal Agriculture and Agri-Food Min-
ister Marie-Claude Bibeau and Saskatch-
ewan Agriculture Minister David Marit 
have announced the 2022 Crop Insurance 
enrolment deadline is extended to April 
14, 2022. Due to logistical challenges be-
cause of the ongoing supply-chain issues 
posed by the pandemic, there was a delay 
in the delivery of the 2022 Crop Insurance 
packages to producers’ addresses. These 
challenges occurred after the packages left 
the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance Corpo-
ration (SCIC) on February 25, 2022.

“Prairie producers continue to inspire 

us with their resiliency and ability to rise 
to the challenges of the past year,” said 
Marie-Claude Bibeau, federal Minister of 
Agriculture and Agri-Food. “Risk man-
agement programs like crop insurance are 
essential to help producers prepare for the 
future, and we want to ensure they have 
the time they need to make decisions that 
are right for their business.”

“We want to ensure producers have ad-
ditional time to review their operation’s 
risk management plans for the upcoming 
growing season,” said Marit. “SCIC offers 
a full suite of programs to support produc-

ers, including Crop Insurance. We under-
stand the challenges the Saskatchewan ag-
riculture industry is currently facing, and I 
encourage producers to take the time now 
to review all Crop Insurance options and 
select features best suited for their opera-
tion.”

As of March 10, 2022, the 2022 Crop 
Insurance packages were circulated and 
distributed to producers’ addresses. Pro-
ducers can anticipate receiving their pack-
ages in their mailboxes within the next few 
days.

SCIC staff are available to assist produc-
ers with their Crop Insurance endorsement 
and coverage details. Producers can also 
access and modify their Crop Insurance 
details directly through SCIC’s online Crop 

Insurance portal, CropConnect. Producers 
must select insured crops and coverage 
levels or make additional changes by April 
14, 2022, or coverage will remain the same 
as the previous year. For more information, 

service@scic.ca, or call 1-888-935-0000.
Crop Insurance is a federal-provincial-

territorial Business Risk Management 
program under the Canadian Agricultural 
Partnership. Under Crop Insurance, pre-
miums for most programs are shared 40 
per cent by participating producers, 36 per 
cent by the Government of Canada and 24 
per cent by the Government of Saskatch-
ewan. Administrative expenses are fully 
funded by governments, 60 per cent by 
Canada and 40 per cent by Saskatchewan.

2022 crop insurance enrolment deadline  
extended to April 14, 2022

SPRING WHEAT: 
AAC Brandon, AAC Alida VB, AAC Leroy VB, 
SK Rush, AAC Starbuck VB

WINTER WHEAT: 

FLAX: CDC Rowland

PEAS: CDC Forest

LENTILS: CDC Simmie CL

CONVENTIONAL SOYBEANS: 
(Non GMO, not glyphosate tolerant) 
AAC Edward, OAC Prudence, Siberia

  220 Nelson St. West • Virden, MB • 204.748.2382

Workboots including

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

Footwear for the whole family!
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Fraser Auction Service P: 204-727-2001  TF:1-800-483-5856  Email: office@fraserauction.com   Like us  Fraser Auction Service Ltd.    Follow us  @fraserauction

 

Brandon, MB   ❘   Auctioneer: Scott Campbell / Jesse Campbell   ❘   Licensed and bonded. P.L. License #918093. Member of M.A.A., S.A.A., A.A.A., A.A.C.

Bid at fraserauction.com

APRIL 27, 2022     ONLINE BIDDING ONLY

SUNDANCE VALLEY RANCH
MARCEL & JEAN FOUILLARD

ONLINE RETIREMENT FARM AUCTION
ST. LAZARE, MB.

For more information or to schedule viewing of equipment contact seller: 
Marcel Fouillard 306-434-6980  (Call or Text) or 204-683-2208 (Home)

Saskatchewan is leading the nation in 
year-over-year growth in wholesale trade. 

Saskatchewan’s wholesale trade in-
creased 34.7 per cent (seasonally adjusted) 
between January 2021 and January 2022, 

is yet another key indicator that Saskatch-

real growth,” Trade and Export Develop-

-

-
-

tainable Saskatchewan.”    
-

dropped to 4.7 per cent as 30,100 new jobs 
-

ruary 2021. 

year-over-year growth in wholesale trade 

-
-

-

$3.3 billion.

Saskatchewan leads 
Canada in wholesale 

trade growth

Visit www.yacauctions.com  
for more details and photos 

CALL US TODAY! 306-782-5999

Yorkton Auction Centre

Unreserved Online 

Farm Auction
MEHLING 

FARMS 
Stornoway, SK 

BIDDING ENDS:  
APRIL 19, 2022

Quality Used 
Farm Equipment

SPRING CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
Yorkton Auction Centre Yard – Yorkton, SK 

BIDDING ENDS: APRIL 23, 2022
Consignments still being accepted!  

The markets is strong for used equipment
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We will buy your  

cattle direct off farm

 One of the biggest licensed bonded order  

 buyers in Canada.

 Respected and trusted for 40 years

 Customers across Canada and the U.S.  

 giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all  

 qualities and classes of cattle

 Never charge selling fees, which means more  

 profit per head (up to $25/head over selling  

 at Auction)

 Same day payment

To find out what your cattle are worth and to book  

them in for our next Monday weight-up day contact:

 Jason: 306-435-7767          Vern: 306-435-7411

Office: 306-435-3327

Prairie Livestock Inc.
1 Mile West of Moosomin  

on Hwy #1

Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)

 We have an excellent team 
to serve you in our parts and 
service departments

 3 Heavy tow trucks for 
towing & recovery needs, 
automotive towing, tilt deck 
truck, low boy service 

 We perform safety 
inspections

 We carry a large selection 
of heavy truck & trailer parts 
and full line of 49 North 
Lubricant products

 If you require Oxygen, 
Acetylene, Mig Mix, Helium 
or Nitrogen we are now an

ACKLANDS GAS 
DISTRIBUTOR

Give us a call for more information!

 WE OFFER: 
• Fully stocked parts 
 department for all your 
 heavy truck & trailer parts

 • Light duty winching,   
 towing and hauling with   
 our mobile car hauler
• Highway truck & tractor   
 repairs
• Emergency tire repairs
• Laser wheel alignment
• Used truck & trailer sales
• New grain trailers & 
 boxes for sale
• Welding services & 
 fabrication

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS, 
7 DAYS A WEEK!

CELL: 306-435-9585
Located at the Junction of 
Highways #1 & #8 North

Moosomin, SK

You can’t live in this province without understand-
ing why some people like to escape the cold of a Sas-
katchewan winter. This year we may have been blessed 
with much needed snow for our depleted soil moisture 
levels but let’s face it, we could have done without that 
nasty cold and those bone-chilling winds. The memo-
ries of my childhood home in the forests of northwest-
ern Ontario may fade as the years go by, but guaran-
teed there is one thing that sticks in my mind—there 
was no wind where I grew up!

Along with a desire to get “off the farm” and do a 
mini-getaway in February was the excitement of get-
ting together with my daughters and their kids for a 
night at the spa. We have all tried to be cognizant of the 
covid rules during the past two years and it seemed 
that February break would give us an opportunity to 
spend a couple of days together and a chance to cel-
ebrate getting (sort of) back to normal. 

Of course, as luck would have it, normal would be 
a few weeks coming. Within three days of our time in 
Moose Jaw, seven out of the seven of us that shared a 
suite together all had Covid and by the end of a week, 

-
lessness that came along with it. I may have been a 
NyQuil junkie during isolation, but at least I can say 
Covid is behind me, at least until next time! (As for 
isolating, which I so carefully did, or so I thought, it 
wasn’t enough to stop my better half from getting it 
anyhow.)

As the primary source of supplying sustenance for 
our two-month-old twin calf, hubby (when he got sick) 
had to turn over the reins of bottle-feeding to our twin 
grandsons (11) and their dad. The poor little fellow 

bottle but when faced with starvation or a strange per-
son holding the bottle, he had no choice but to adapt, 
at least temporarily. 

When I stopped at the farm a few weeks ago, the 
twins had their eyes glued to the tv screen in their din-
ing room. One might have assumed they were having 
some ‘screen time’ but no, they were glued to the ac-
tion out in the barn’s warm room and the corrals be-
yond via camera. It’s easy to see how in tune they are 
with who’s calving when and whether the momma 
cow of the moment is doing okay or not, all from the 
comfort of a warm kitchen.

Naturally that took me back to our way of doing 
things (you know—in the old days) and without cam-
eras or even warm rooms then, my husband and I took 
turns checking every hour when we knew we were 
getting close to welcoming a new calf. If I could show 
my farm grandchildren a picture of our calving system 
of the 90’s (for the 20 cows we had), I know without 
a shadow of a doubt, they would stare at us in disbe-
lief and ask, “Is that really what you did in the olden 
days?”

Despite the simplicity of our little corral system and 
calving pen, it worked remarkably well, and we never 

lost a calf or any ears, thanks in part to the nifty little 
heated garden shed (where there was only room for 
two calves and one adult or two adults and one calf) 
that we could dry every calf off on those bitterly cold 
January nights. 

For many cattle farmers in this area, calving may 
just be starting, but for us it’s already a distant mem-
ory and we can fully switch our attention to the next 
task at hand – seeding. I was reminded this week, af-
ter hearing Member of Parliament Robert Kitchen for 
Souris Moose Mountain paying tribute in the House 
of Commons to former Saskatchewan MP and Senator 
Len Gustafson who recently passed away, of the true 
heart of a farmer.

Mr. Kitchen referred to a particular line that Paul 
Harvey wrote in “God Made a Farmer,” this being: “…

forty-hour week by Tuesday noon, and then pain’n 
from tractor back, put in another seventy-two hours.” 
And while he referenced this as aptly describing Mr. 
Gustafson who was a businessman, a contractor, an 
MP, a Senator and a farmer, I couldn’t help but think 
how it so aptly describes Saskatchewan farmers in gen-
eral.

Many of us as farmers here in Saskatchewan may not 
have the political aspirations of Mr. Gustafson, but so 
many of us share the work ethics he had, the love of the 
land he had, the desire to do what we do with honesty 
and integrity.

And so farmers, be you cattle or grain farmers or 
both, let’s continue being an integral part of the agri-
cultural industry with the values so ingrained in us. 

And on top of that, may we continue to inspire young-
er generations with our love of livestock and land. 

And as my twin grandsons told me when I asked 
about their passion, may we too be as excited as they 

to be passionate about––farmin’!

Surviving cold, calving and Covid!

Local Employment Opportunities

www.world-spectator.com/employment.php
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A brief labor disruption 
that shut down CP Rail last 
week has led to calls for a 
solution that will prevent 
labor disruptions from 
stopping rail transporta-
tion in Canada in the fu-
ture.

Moe calls
for solution

In a letter to the Prime 
Minister, Saskatchewan 
Premier Scott Moe called 
for a solution to the labor 
disruptions in future.

“Export and import sup-
ply chains have been dis-
rupted by the pandemic, 

cold weather, rail servic 
issues, illegal blockades, 
port congestion, and now 
Russia’s brutal war of ag-
gression on Ukraine,” Sas-
katchewan Premier Scott 
Moe wrote to Prime Minis-
ter Justin Trudeau.

“We would also like to 
meet to discuss longer-
term measures (such as 
railways being deemed an 
essential service, like long-
shoremen after strikes in 
the 1990s) to avoid future 
disruptions on Canadian 
railways, which can have 
a crippling impact not only 
on agricultural production, 
but also on Canada’s and 
the world’s food supply.”

Marit concerned
“It’s very detrimental, 

we’re obviously as a gov-
ernment very concerned 
and I think last week we 
showed that in a number 
of actions that we proceed-
ed with,” Saskatchewan 
Agriculture Minister David 
Marit told the World-Spec-
tator in an interview.

“When we heard talks 
were in trouble, there were 
four cabinet ministers here 
from the province who 
signed a joint letter to our 
respective federal minis-
ters, encouraging them to 
look at either back to work 
legislation or binding ar-
bitration, just so that the 
railway could keep func-
tioning and yet the details 
of working out a contract 
could still go on, in a re-
spectful manner that re-
spects both parties.”

“It’s obviously very con-

cerning, it could have a 
huge impact on our trading 
relationship with a lot of 
countries, who have said to 
me personally in meetings 
that I’ve had with them, 
that one of the biggest chal-
lenges and concerns they 
have with doing business 
with Western Canada is lo-
gistics around delivery of 
product,” he said.

“We’ve always tried to 
address those concerns, 
over the past number of 
years.”

Marit shared his 
thoughts on the damage 
the stoppage of CP work-
ers could have on Canada’s 
supply chain.

“There’s products mov-
ing all the time, a lot of it 
is just-in-time delivery. 
We’ve just gone through 
two years of a pandemic 
that’s obviously brought 
challenges in the sup-
ply chain, in all aspects of 
it, not just in agriculture 
products, but all products, 
forestry, potash, oil and gas 
products come out by rail 
from here as well,” he said.

“It has a huge impact on 
the economy for the prov-
ince of Saskatchewan, but 
also globally. Customers 
around the world are rely-
ing on us to deliver prod-
uct so when we see disrup-
tions like this, it has a huge         
impact on us.”

“Our concern as a gov-
ernment right now is 
damaging our reputation 
globally, to be able to de-
liver products in a timely 
manner. I know from ex-
perience, I have talked 
to companies around the 
world that have raised this 
as a major concern as well. 
Obviously if it’s a concern 

to them, it’s something that 
we as governments have to 
look at a solution to resolve 
it. 

“We’re an exporting na-
tion and we have to have 
the service there, to pro-
vide to put the product at 
the ports, so that it can be 
delivered in a timely man-
ner to people around the 
world, who are relying on 
the supply chain.”

“In the last two years 
we’ve seen the importance 
of the food supply chain 
and what it means to coun-
tries around the world, 
so we have to make sure 
that if we’re going to be a 
top reputable country  for 
growing product in a safe 
environmental manner, 
that we do, we also have to 
be top rated for delivering 
that product as well.”

He said how Saskatch-
ewan’s potash production 
could be impacted, if the 
lockout and strike for CP 
employees continued lon-
ger than it did.

“It could impact our 

in respect of what’s hap-
pening in Europe right 
now, with Russia invad-

ing the Ukraine, and we’re 
very concerned about that, 
but it has an impact on pot-
ash around the world glob-
ally, supply chain and the 
grain supply as well out of 
Ukraine,” Marit said.

“It brings a number of 
challenges where coun-
tries around the world that 
rely on imported food and 
products, it’s very concern-
ing for them as well as just 
to make sure that the sys-
tem can be made function-
ing in a respectful manner 
to address their needs, and 
we heard it from countries 
and companies around the 
world where a lot of them 
do what we call ‘ just in 
time delivery”, where the 

load it, they process it right 
away and it’s out of the 
door. It’s kind of trying to 

you get a delay, it’s going 

of time to get ramped up to 
100 per cent again, mean-
while you have ships that 

be loaded, now what hap-
pens is if that product isn’t 
at shore to the terminals 
that needs to be delivered, 

then that shipment could 
be pushed back and waited 
even longer because it will 
bring another vessel to be 
loaded for something else.”

“It’s very concerning 
to us on this aspect and 
now we’re getting into the 
spring time where a lot of 
European countries are 
thinking about putting a 
crop in the ground here  
in the next few weeks to a 
month.” 

“When there’s a lock 
out, it’s two sides that have 
to get together and come 
to an agreement, it’s not 
ones right and ones wrong, 
there’s issues on both sides 
for this that have to be 
worked out.”

Disruption could 
impact ag sector, 
says APAS  

president and director of 
Agricultural Producers As-
sociation of Saskatchewan 
(APAS) says he is con-
cerned regarding the sup-
ply chain, due to the recent 
labor disruption at CP.

“It could be extremely 
devastating on the supply 
chain, particularly agricul-
ture goods, going in and 
out,” Prybylski said.

“Particularly this time of 
year, with the fertilizer and 
chemicals that are going 
to be needed on the farm 
within the next four to six 
weeks, any disruptions in 

the supply chain will have 

the farming economy for 
sure.”

With Canada dealing 
with previous supply chain 
issues  from the Covid-19 
pandemic, Prybylski said 
the stoppage of work from 
CP employees could have 
worsened the issue.

“Certainly the supply 
chain issues have come 
to the forefront in the last 
several months with Covid 
and this is only going to 
make things worse, there’s 
been areas of supply chain 
that shown there are weak-
nesses and room for im-
provement and this will 
just exasperate the prob-
lems, 

If a similar labor disrup-
tion happened again the 
agriculture sector of the 
country would be severely 
impacted, he said.

“From the agricultural 
perspective obviously a 
big one would be fertilizer, 
if there’s a lengthy shut 
down at the rails there’s 
going to be that much less 
fertilizer coming into plac-
es that it’s needed," he said.

“As well as chemicals, 
if the chemicals aren’t in 
place when needed then 
we have a very narrow 
window of application, 
and if the chemicals aren’t 
available when we need 
them, then it would be a 
missed opportunity and 
farms would be taking a 
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FLETCHER
FAMILY FARMS

MEAT SALES

BARRY
306-434-6046

• Roasts • Hamburger
• Steak • Lamb

• Chicken • Pork
• Sausage 

(made by Ottenbreit)

• Centennial Products

And much more!

BELOW FACTORY
DIRECT PRICING!!

NOW SELLING
ALUMINUM TRAILERS

#1 Grade Colored
$1.20 /sq. ft.

B Grade Colored
$1.09 /sq. ft.

B+ Grade Colored
$1.15 /sq. ft.

Multi Colored 
Mill Ends

79¢ /sq. ft.
Call us now for best selection

of lengths & colors!

B- Grade Smart Board
3/8" = $35/sheet
7/16"= $37/sheet

Ask us about Fuel Allowance

www.fouillardsteel.com
ST. LAZARE, MB

1-800-510-3303

PVC LINER
$1.55/sq. ft

STRUCTURAL STEEL DEALER

NOW SELLING SCREW PILES

FOUILLARD STEEL
SUPPLIES LTD.

Bucket Truck Services
BAKER ENTERPRISES

60 FOOT VERTICAL REACH!
• Tree Trimming & Cutting

• Replace yard light bulbs & Photo eyes
• Other services upon request

CALL FOR RATES!
Ben Baker • Kipling SK • Cell: 306-736-7445 
Home: 306-736-8189 • Shop: 306-736-2241

LANE REALTY

www.lanerealty.com

JASON BEUTLER (306) 735-7811

LANE REALTY 
Saskatchewan’s Farm & Ranch Specialists ™

Ph: (306) 569-3380 • E-mail: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net
WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!

For the most exposure that you deserve in the marketing of 
your farm or ranch property – Contact your local agent:

           “Now representing purchasers from across Canada and overseas!”

Calls for solution following CP Rail labor disruption
Brief labor disruption added to supply chain issues and had an impact on export products

AERIAL 
APPLICATORS

CROP CARE
BY AIR

Providing all your aerial 
& ground spraying needs

PHONE JOE AT:
P: 306-435-2080 
C: 306-435-7243

BORDER TRUCK & 
TRAILER REPAIR

SGI Approved Safety 
Inspection Station
FOR HEAVY TRUCKS & TRAILERS

• Repairs on Trucks & Trailers
• Lubricants & Parts Sales

TO BOOK AN 
APPOINTMENT CALL 

306-435-2422
CELL: 306-435-7339

24 HOUR TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

26:5c
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Provincial Budget

SARM, APAS pleased with support for rural Sask
The Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipali-

ties (SARM) and Agricultural Producers Association of 
Saskatchewan (APAS) both say they are pleased with the 
provincial budget released on Wednesday.

“SARM appreciates this budget’s increased dollars 
-

katchewan and believes this government is on track 
-

demic, weather events, and more,” stated SARM in a 
press release Wednesday.

-
cit is growing, and additional investment is critical 
for Saskatchewan, SARM appreciates the investment 
to the Rural Integrated Roads for Growth (RIRG) Pro-
gram of $22.5 million, including $7.5 million in stimu-
lus funding.”

“Road and bridge infrastructure is integral to rural 
life,” SARM President, Ray Orb says. “This will help 
RMs maintain and improve economically strategic mu-
nicipal roads and bridges that support agriculture, en-
ergy, forestry, and other rural-based sectors.”

 “The success of Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector is 
imperative for the province’s economic growth,” con-
tinues SARM in its release. “Agriculture producers in 
Saskatchewan can take comfort knowing the province 
is funding the Business Risk Management Program-
ming at $338.5 million and enhancing programs like 
Crop Insurance (and others) to ensure support will 
be there when it’s needed. SARM also appreciates the 
continued investment in irrigation expansion. 

“As municipal revenue sharing remains a reliable 
(and preferred) model for funding, one that RMs count 
on to serve their communities, SARM is disappointed 
that the funding was decreased for the second bud-
get in a row, reduced to $276 million. While increased 
funding to the municipal revenue sharing is needed, 
SARM greatly appreciates the continuation of the Tar-
geted Sector Support Funding at $1.5 million, money 
earmarked for capacity building and intermunicipal 
co-operation.

After the backlog and strain resulting from Covid-19, 
SARM is very appreciative of the budget focusing on 
funding and initiatives to improve our overall health-
care system. SARM is pleased with the inclusion of key 
rural focused initiatives such as physician recruitment, 
long term care, and funding for more healthcare pro-
gramming and services in rural area.”

“Continued investment to reduce rural crime is also 
welcome news,” says Orb.

“SARM appreciates the noteworthy investments of 
$50.7 million to create a Provincial Protective Services 
branch and a $2.5 million increase for the Saskatche-
wan Public Safety Agency.

“With broadband being a service that is essential 
to the livelihood and economic growth in rural Sas-
katchewan, SARM hopes the $337 million investment 
in information and communications technology infra-
structure will reach rural Saskatchewan to further con-
tribute to a network of reliable, and affordable broad-
band across this province.”

The Agricultural Producers Association of Saskatche-
wan (APAS) is supportive of the provincial government’s 
2022-23 budget for the Ministry of Agriculture.

“While the province continues to manage the debt after 
Covid-19, APAS remains appreciative of the government 
programs geared towards helping agriculture thrive in 
Saskatchewan,” APAS President Ian Boxall said. “Given 
the higher crop values and crop production costs, we are 
especially appreciative to see the increase in Crop Insur-
ance coverage for 2022-23.”

APAS is appreciative of the $338.5 million investment 
to fund business risk management programs. Among 
the programs included in the budget are Crop Insurance, 
AgriStability, AgriInvest, and Western Livestock Price In-
surance.

“Producers are coming off of a historic drought and 
heading into one of the most unpredictable years on re-
cord,” Boxall said. “It’s important for the provincial gov-
ernment to support producers in case another drought is 
on the way this summer.”

APAS is also appreciative of new investments in re-
search, irrigation, and PST measures to support agricul-
ture.

Moving forward, APAS would like to see the provincial 
government continue to invest in programs such as Agri-
Invest, AgriStability and AgriRecovery to help producers 
through challenging times, be it economically or due to 
drought.

“Let Our Family 
Help Your Family”

24 Hour Service   •  1004 North Front St.  •  Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2949

SPRING 
IS HERE!

 Before You Hit The 
Road or The Field 

Come and See Us For 
All Your Tire Needs.

Help 
Wanted

EMPLOYEE FOR 2022 
GROWING SEASON 

Doane Grain Farms near Moosomin, SK is seeking 

an employee for the 2022 growing season.  We are 

a family owned & operated, modern, large scale 

grain farm that prides itself on quality work and a 

positive team atmosphere.  The position could run 

from April until October, and may include spraying, 

seeding, tillage, fertilizing, dirt work, stone picking, 

combining, grain cart, trucking, repairs and mainte-

nance.  Hours can be flexible.  

Candidates must be motivated, be able to work long 

hours when required, have good communication 

skills, have a minimum class 5 drivers license, and 

be able to work well with others.  Farm background 

or experience, a Class 1A license and mechanical 

knowledge would all be assets, but are not required. 

We offer competitive wages depending on qualifi-

cations & experience. 

To submit a resume or for more information, 

please contact: Brian Doane  

(306) 541-3213 bgdoane@sasktel.net 
25:6c

AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES & INSTALLATION 
SANDBLASTING & REFINISHING  •  GLASS INSTALLATION
Sandblasting & refi nishing of trailers and  construction equipment.

All autobody repairs & restoration. No job too BIG or SMALL!
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

Autobody



The Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipali-
ties (SARM) Board of Director’s met with the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan’s Vaccine Infectious Disease Or-
ganization (VIDO) in January, to discuss the ways rural 
municipalities can support and strengthen the world’s 
response to infectious diseases. This includes helping 
to establish VIDO as Canada’s Centre for Pandemic 
Research.

“We are excited about our newly formed unity to 
stand as friends of VIDO, assisting VIDO with the pro-
motion of the organization and their important work,” 
says Ray Orb, SARM President. “We acknowledge and 
support the extensive work VIDO has done in the past 
four decades. We recognize many of our rural mem-
bers’ livelihoods depend on the health and well-being 
of their livestock and VIDO is leading the way in de-
veloping essential animal vaccines and antivirals.”

SARM’s 296 rural municipalities are home to large 
cattle, sheep, bison, and swine producers. VIDO’s re-
search and work directly impact ourproducers, feed-
lots, and ranches:

• VIDO created, Vicogen, a recognizable vaccine 
against calf scours launched in 1978

• VIDO created a new vaccine for lung disease in 
sheep,

• VIDO is developing a vaccine for Chronic Wasting 
Disease (CWD),

• VIDO created a vaccine for lung plaque in cattle, 
and

• VIDO continues the work of developing a vaccine 
for African Swine Fever.

“Not only does SARM support VIDO’s critical work 
with livestock, but with their efforts surrounding Co-
vid19. Recently, it’s been proven that we need local or-
ganizations like VIDO, Canada’s Centre for Pandemic 
Research, to take the lead in developing vaccines. 

VIDO has taken the initiative and advanced a Covid19 
vaccine to clinical trials. They are an organization that 
is here to problem solve on multiple levels,” says Orb.

SARM intends to continue its support for VIDO and 
its international partners studying human and animal 
pathogens and developing solutions for infectious dis-
eases around the world.
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(306) 435-2220
505 MOOSE ST. • MOOSOMIN, SK.

• Tire Sales & Repairs
• Agriculture & Industrial Tires 
 All Makes & Models
• Batteries
• Quad Tires
• Automotive  
 Diagnostics  
 & Repair
• Wheel  
 Alignments
• SGI Safety  
 Inspections
• 24-Hour Mobile  
 Tire Service

NEW: 24-HOUR  
TOW TRUCK SERVICE!

Key “M”
Auction Services

CALL US TO BOOK YOUR SALE TODAY!
306-452-3815 306-452-7847

auctionkeym@gmail.com

keymauctions.com

SATURDAY, APRIL 23 
MANOR, SK

Antique, Hardware &  
Household Consignment Sale

SATURDAY, APRIL 30 
REDVERS, SK

Small Animal & Bird Sale

SATURDAY, JUNE 18 
KISBEY, SK

Hale/James Farm Sale

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22 
FAIRLIGHT, SK
Sauter/McConnachie  

Farm Sale

Portable
Remote Summer 

Winter Solar Water Systems 
for livestock!

Call for pricing on solar systems, 
wind generators, aeration, service 

and repair on all makes and models.

Welwyn, SK • 306-435-7973 (C) • 306-733-4421 (H)

Crop, forestry residues fuel
USask, industry green project

With Saskatchewan’s north home to a 
boreal forest that’s larger than Germany, 
and its south making up nearly half of 
Canada’s cropland, the province’s agricul-
ture and lumber industries alone annually 
produce about 24 million tonnes of bio-
mass residue.

Now, University of Saskatchewan (US-
ask) researcher Dr. Ajay Dalai (PhD) is 
working with a Calgary-based industry, 
Tidewater Renewables, to develop a novel 
integrated process to produce renewable 
natural gas (RNG, also called biomethane) 
from the biomass.

The goal is to help decarbonize the heat-
ing and power production sectors by re-
placing non-renewable natural gas with 
biomethane and help Canada’s transition 
to a low-carbon economy, said Dalai, a dis-
tinguished professor in USask’s College of 
Engineering and Canada Research Chair 
of Bioenergy and Environmentally Friend-

ly Chemical Processing. 
The process Dalai is developing aims to 

vast volume of agricultural biomass avail-
able on the Prairies. While some of the ma-
terial is used as animal feed and bedding, 

where it rots and releases methane—a 
greenhouse gas whose impact on climate 
change is nearly 25 times worse than car-
bon dioxide.

Monetizing the carbon in biomass to 
produce renewable biomethane locally 
instead of allowing methane from decom-
position to contribute to climate change is 
sensible, especially as it also reduces the 
reliance on non-renewable natural gas, 
Dalai said.

“The idea is to digest the residues from 
agriculture biomass to make methane,” he 
said. “We collect the methane, take the sol-
id and gasify to get more methane. Then 

we take the byproduct gases from the gas 
we make and convert that into additional 
methane as well,” Dalai said.

The biomethane produced this way is 
identical to the methane in natural gas and 
can be directly injected into existing natu-
ral gas networks. Diverting the biometh-
ane, rather than see it simply released into 
the atmosphere, mitigates its global warm-
ing impact.

Dalai is developing a novel integrated 
process that uses both biochemical (anero-

-
cation) methods to produce RNG.

Tidewater is providing $150,000 annu-
ally for three years for the project. Dalai is 
also applying for an Alliance grant from 
the Natural Sciences and Engineering Re-
search Council of Canada, which would 
provide $300,000 annually for the project if 
he is awarded funding. At least six highly 

of the project.
His team aims to conduct a comparative 

study of the different biomethane produc-
tion processes and the most cost-effective 
and environmentally benign method will 
enable Tidewater experts to scale up the 
best option to an industrial scale.

Natural gas, petroleum and coal are 
inequitably distributed across the globe, 
while biomass is more evenly spread 
among countries, Dalai noted. The tech-
nology he’s developing will not only ben-

economically viable biomethane plant, but 
it also could be exported for use elsewhere 
in the world, he said.

-
able energy companies in Canada to set up 
cost-effective biomethane plants will help 
them reduce carbon emissions while creat-
ing opportunities for farmers, engineers, 
and researchers, Dalai said.

A new opportunity to develop livestock and human vaccine in Saskatchewan:

SARM supports VIDO‘s effort to strengthen
the response to infectious disease

STOCKHOLM
AGENCIES LTD.

PHONE: 306-793-2900
FAX: 306-793-2959

stockholmagencies@sasktel.net
113 Ohlen Street • Stockholm, SK

Dawn Nagy, CAIB

Bar H Land  
& Cattle Co.
Call Robin: 306-743-2840

Cell: 306-743-7490

Langenburg, SK
26:2p

HIGH QUALITY YEARLING AND 2-YEAR OLD ANGUS 
BULLS FOR SALE BY PRIVATE TREATY SPRINGER

CONSTRUCTION
For all your heavy 
equipment and 

construction needs

306-435-2422
CELL: 306-435-7339

24-HOUR 
TRUCK WASH AVAILABLE

26:5c
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direct farmer relationships

B U I LT  O N  FA R M E R 
Relationships.

We Purchase:

306-434-9001

 Shops
 Slab On Grade
 Bin Pads

 ICF Form Systems
 Grade Beams
 Foundations

Concrete
Flatwork

Fine
R

Book your Spring/Summer 
Concrete Work TODAY!

25:4c

Grain & Fertilizer Transport
RANDAL FATTEICHER

Bus. Cell: 306-496-7828   |   Cell: 306-743-7828 

boundary trucking@sasktel.net

Daryl Harrison

1-833-670-4400

Member of the Legislative Assembly for 
Cannington Constituency

#220 Centre St. / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK. / S0C 0B0

Daryl Harrison

1-833-670-4400

Member of the Legislative Assembly for 
Cannington Constituency

CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

1-833-670-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel net

1 833 670 4400

Saluting all our local producers and 
wishing you a successful year ahead!

2022 cattle and hog sector outlook
The three major trends to monitor for cattle and hog 

operations in 2022 include:

pig herd

• Feed costs

sector—positive for cow-calf and pressured for feedlots. 

ued growth in feed costs has taken—and will continue to 
leading us to forecast Canadian cattle production at 6.4 

exports in 2022.

Continued on page C15 

Above: Table 1: Livestock prices ($/cwt) are expected to improve year 
over year and to exceed the 5-year average. Above: Figure 1: Chinese ’22 pork production growth likely to limit 

pork imports; beef imports continue to grow.

To contact the World-Spectator call 306-435-2445

Don’t miss out on the next edition of

Ag News!
April 25, 2022 

Deadline: April 22, 2022

Call Sunnette at 
306-435-2445 to advertise 
or for more information!
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USask researchers aim to boost uranium, 
wheat sectors with novel technology

Two University of Saskatchewan (USask) 
projects have been awarded Natural Scienc-
es and Engineering Council (NSERC) Alli-
ance Grants totaling $885,000 for research 
aimed at developing novel technologies to 

the key agriculture and uranium sectors.
Dr. Yuanming Pan (PhD), professor in 

geological sciences at USask’s College of 
Arts and Science, was awarded $60,000 
over two years to further develop and re-

-
nium exploration involving studying radi-

He is working with an industry partner, 
Baselode Energy Corp, which is contrib-
uting $30,000 cash and $67,800 of in-kind 
support that includes training two highly 

the project.
Baselode Energy last year announced 

project in northern Saskatchewan’s Atha-
basca Basin—an area that hosts some of the 
world’s highest grade uranium deposits. 
Baselode wants to add Pan’s novel tech-

near the basin.
“When we think uranium, we think radi-

ation,” said Pan. “But exploration for ura-
nium rarely uses radiation directly because 
typical radiation like alpha particles can be 
stopped by rocks and soils easily and aren’t 
detectable.”

-
eral is bombarded by alpha particles emit-
ted by the radioactive decay of uranium.

Pan said this damage occurs over a geo-
logical timescale of thousands of years 

uranium pass through rocks, leaving be-
hind the tell-tale trail of their passage. The 
defects are minuscule, so researchers use a 

paramagnetic resonance (EPR) spectros-

“What we are doing essentially is mea-

suring these radiation-induced defects in 

from, where they went—the pathway or 

“The pathways are very useful for explor-
ing new uranium deposits.”

Pan said although many northern mines 
contain calcite, the mineral hasn’t been 
tested for radiation damage to the extent 

in this project.
-

so this research really is a mixture of pure 
science and applied science in helping the 
company grow their understanding of the 

Breeding fusarium
-resistant wheat through 
advanced genetics

A large multidisciplinary team led by 

College of Agriculture and Bioresources 
and a plant pathologist at USask’s Crop 
Development Centre (CDC), and Dr. Lipu 

awarded $825,000 over three years to de-
velop wheat plants with stronger genetic 
resistance to Fusarium head blight (FHB).

-
search Foundation (WGRF), and the Sas-
katchewan Wheat Development Commis-
sion (SWDC) are providing total cash and 
in-kind contributions of $412,500, bringing 
the total project value to $1.24 million.

A fungal disease, FHB shrivels kernels in 
the grain, causing severe losses in yield and 

“Cultivating resistant wheat varieties is 

economical way to control FHB when it’s 
part of an integrated pest management pro-
gram that includes crop rotation, appropri-
ate seeding rates, and use of fungicides 

He said the project will provide a “selec-
tion of tools” to achieve several objectives 

and can accelerate plant breeding cycles 

The current problem with FHB is linked 
to growers’ preference for short plants—
they want less plant and more seed. Yet 
researchers have found that the genes for 
short plants are also associated closely with 
genes for susceptibility to Fusarium.

“So, one part of the project is to try to 
-

ure out how to break that linkage and sepa-

The second objective is to see what’s ac-
tually happening inside the plants, so when 
plants become infected, researchers can un-
derstand changes in the plant metabolism. 
Researchers want to learn if FHB-resistant 
plants produce different compounds than 
susceptible plants.

To select plants that are less prone to dis-
ease, a PhD student is using technology at 
the Canadian Light Source (CLS) at USask 
to study and image infected plants. The 

goal is to use the images to eventually de-
-

tify which kernels or wheat spikes are dis-
eased—currently a laborious, subjective, 
and error-prone task that plant breeders 
and pathologists perform by visually rat-
ing thousands of plants and harvest sam-
ples for FHB damage.

“By incorporating technology such as 

learning to identify Fusarium, we can de-
velop a more consistent assessment process 
that we can initially offer to breeders and 

PhD and four MSc students, will be trained 
as part of the project. USask co-applicants 
and collaborators on the project from the 
Colleges of Arts and Science, Engineering, 
and Medicine, and from CLS. External col-

University in China, Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada, SWDC and WGRF.

Dr. Randy Kutcher (PhD), professor in the College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources and a plant pathologist at USask’s Crop Development 
Centre. 
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At Nutrien, our purpose is to grow our 
world from the ground up. As the world’s 
largest provider of crop inputs, services 
and solutions, Nutrien plays a critical  
role in feeding the future by helping 
growers increase food production in  
a sustainable manner. 

We’re moving the agriculture industry 
and the world forward – today and for 
generations to come. Nutrien invests in 
community initiatives and partnerships 
that enhance the quality of life in the 
regions where we operate and that  

 
our company.
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LEND-A-HAND

$289.50
ONLY

Designed especially for 
CNH 4WD and Quadtrac Tractors:
• To keep hoses and wires out of drawbar and 

PTO during operation
• To be stored away neatly when not in use
• To swing from side-to-side with the implement hitch
• Made with high quality craftsmanship, greaseable

pivot point and stainless-steel hanging loop

PROTECTS YOUR HYDRAULIC 
HOSES AND WIRE HARNESSES

D-A-HAND
CTS YOUR HYDRAULIC 
AND WIRE HARNESSES

1604 Park Ave.  |  Moosomin, SK

306-435-3866
ROCKYMTN.COM

2022 cattle
and hog

sector outlook
Continued from page C12

Three trends to watch in 2022
1. The legacy of ASF and China’s efforts to rebuild its hog 

herd 
In 2022, China’s hog production is forecast to grow YoY, 

and pork production will grow 5%, the second year in a row 
it’s risen (Figure 1) after low prices and disease outbreaks led 
to higher YoY slaughter in 2021. Pork imports will decline 
as domestic pork production is expected to help total meat 
supplies reach pre-ASF levels but remain elevated beyond 
historical levels. In 2021, they fell 16.7% from the sharp high 
seen in 2020, and they’re expected to fall a further 4.5% in 
2022. Year-over-year growth in beef imports is expected to 
continue for the second year in a row, with the USDA fore-
casting 10.2% growth in 2022 after 65.5% growth in 2021.

According to some commentators, China has struggled 
to produce its planned meat output for several years now. 
Some Chinese estimates suggest that by following their 

regain the output of 2014 only by 2025, primarily by re-
capturing the pork production lost to ASF. The national 

meat production, a questionable goal given the country’s 
available land and clean water supplies.

China’s pork production may be stalled for the short 
term as disease continues to take a toll and the sow herd 
continues to rebuild, implying opportunities for Canadian 
exporters. Chinese imports of Canadian pork exploded in 
2020 (Figure 2). They then fell 54.9% YoY in 2021 while 

the same story for Japan, where lower YoY exports were 

Exports to our other principal import markets gained in 
2020 and continued to grow in 2021. That suggests global 
pork demand remains elevated and can be expected to 
support price growth soon.

2. Feed availability and prices in Canada

ages in Eastern and Western Canada in 2022, they should 
drop YoY.

As prices for livestock rise and feed costs decline, the 
livestock-to-feed ratios in Canada’s east and west are ex-
pected to improve moderately. For cattle, the improve-
ment in prices expected in 2022 won’t be enough to offset 
the steep increase in feed costs seen in 2020 and 2021, de-
spite a levelling of feed price increases in 2022. The price-

the last two years (Figure 3).

3. Domestic red meat demand expected to gain ground 
in 2022

Between 2015 and 2019, the annual average Canadian 
consumption growth for the two red meats averaged 
-1.0% for pork and 1.0% for beef. In 2020, YoY pork do-
mestic availability fell while beef remained steady.

Preliminary estimates suggested declining Canadian 
beef consumption in 2021, but that may prove to be a 
unique aberration that will reverse in 2022. Domestic 

years and stabilized in 2020. Pork consumption declined 

it quickly gained ground between 2017 and 2020. But the 

the sudden fall in pork consumption - and whatever de-
cline in 2021’s red meat consumption is realized may paint 
an even bleaker picture.

It may not be as bleak as it seems, however. The falling 
consumption can be explained by dips in household in-
come while meat prices rose, foodservice shutdowns and 
two years of huge boosts to Canadian red meat exports.

various supply chain issues are sorted out. But prices for 
red meats are likely to stabilize at high levels given higher 
costs across the entire supply chain and strong domestic 
and global demand.

Above: Figure 2: Growth in 2021 Canadian pork exports to U.S. and 
others help offset lower exports to China.

Above: Figure 3: Cattle prices have declined relative to feed prices.
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SYSTEM NOW FOR SPRING!

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK  •  306-434-6909
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306-434-6909  •  matt@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca 
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 And more!

SUPPORT
PLANS
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Barnard
 Bros.
CUSTOM CORRAL CLEANING

Devon Barnard
306.434.7405 

(CELL)

Evan Barnard
306.434.7191 

(CELL)
Two Horizontal Trucks • Payloader • Skid Steer

TAKING BOOKINGS FOR SPRING, 
SUMMER & FALL 2022!

REDVERS
TIRE

& AUTO SERVICE
24-HOUR ROAD 

& FIELD SERVICE
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306-745-3952
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Building
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lawrence_hein@hotmail.com
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OR TOO SMALL
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Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

 Full Exterior Renos
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 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting
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 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia
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 Kitchen Back Splashes
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 Custom Showers
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The invasion of Ukraine by Russia 
touches us all. The unfolding tragedy hits 
close to home given the large Ukrainian 
community in Canada. Acknowledging 
the immense human and economic tolls of 
the war, we will focus here on the econom-

ic impacts on the Canadian ag and food 

sanctions.

Trade with
Ukraine and Russia

An expected outcome of the war is that 
trade with Ukraine will slow down and 
that sanctions imposed on Russia will 
make trade with that country more dif-

large trade partners to Canadian ag and 

Canada has exported on average $65 mil-
lion in ag and food products to Ukraine 
and imported for about $33 million of 
these products. Over the same period, on 
average, Canada has exported $80 million 
and imported for $93 million in ag and 
food products to Russia. These markets 
are small compared to Canada’s main 
trading partners, nonetheless they can be 
important to some Canadian businesses.

Grains and oilseeds
We expect the war to have an important 

impact on the grains and oilseeds market, 
adding more volatility to already unpre-
dictable markets. Ukraine and Russia are 
major exporters of barley, 
corn, canola, wheat and 

-
nying sanctions negatively 
impact the production or 
the movement of those 

commodities, shortage on the world mar-

prices to rise.
Ag commodity markets have already 

been shaken by the war. Last Thursday, 
futures for corn, soybean, canola and 

hitting their daily upper limit. However, 
those gains were erased soon afterward 
as it appears that products related to the 
energy sector might be exempt of US 
sanctions. On Monday, following the an-
nouncement over the weekend of new 
and tougher sanctions on Russia, markets 
were again on edge with wheat up more 
than 5%.

Fertilizers
because of various disruptions from the 

disruptions if sanctions affect Russia’s 
fertilizer exports. 

Continued on page C29 

Possible impacts of the Russia/Ukraine conflict

Above: Table 1. Average exports in thousand metric tonnes between 
2017 and 2021 (rank in parentheses).
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YOU FAMILY COMMUNITY 
Contact your Sunrise Ag Lender today!

Western Manitoba farmland values up 17.6, 12.2%
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
According to Farm Credit Canada 

(FCC)’s 2021 Farmland Values Report 
there has been an 8.3 per cent increase in 
average farmland values for Canada, up 
from a 5.4 per cent increase in  2020.

The annual report provides a look at the 
regional land value trends across Canada 
in price per acre. 

In FCC’s report, Saskatchewan reported 
an average increase of 7.4 per cent in farm-
land values. This came after a 5.4 per cent 
increase in 2020 and a 6.2 per cent increase 
in 2019.

Manitoba farmland values increased by 
9.9 per cent during 2021, following a 3.6 
per cent increase in 2020 and a 4 per cent 
increase in 2019. 

The FCC Farmland Values Report high-
-

age land values in several areas, with the 
highest recorded in Ontario of 22.2 per cent 
and British Columbia of 18.1 per cent. Two 
of the Atlantic provinces followed with in-
creases of 15.2% in Prince Edward Island 
and 12.3% in Nova Scotia.

Manitoba’s southwest 
grows farmland values

FCC’s appraiser for Manitoba, Peter Al-
der, said the value of farmland increased 
in Manitoba because of the low interest 
rates and the high commodity prices, but 
he also said it’s a combination of other fac-
tors as well. 

“Overall we see increases across the 
province here in Manitoba, and over the 
years we’ve had a steady increase, a steady 
demand for farmland. Maybe in the West-
man area and Parkland area we had to 
catch up a little bit,” he said.

“It’s a matter of supply and demand, 
let’s say you have some healthy farm op-
erations that want to expand their land 
base and if that piece of land comes of for 
sale and it’s good quality land, they will 
be willing to pay that extra amount for the 
land.”

Alder “It comes down to the quality of 

that piece of land, if that piece of land is 
able to produce a good yield, based on the 
high commodity prices, it will be much 
more desirable for the farmer. It is one of 
the drivers, I wouldn’t say it’s the main 
one, I think it’s a combination of many 
drivers.”

Manitoba’s farmland regions in Park-
land and Westman increased the most in 
the province, according to FCC’s 2021 re-
port.

Parkland increased its average farmland 
values by 17.6 per cent averaging $2,600 
per acre and Westman increased by 12.2 
per cent averaging $3,100 per acre.

Although the southwest regions in Man-
itoba reported a higher increase compared 
to its eastern regions, Alder pointed out 
those regions were somewhat catching up 
to the province’s eastern areas.

“That 12.2 per cent increase in the west 

man area, it may be a little bit above the 
average but we were a little bit lower in 
the past years, and that factor of catching 
up as well, I think that played a role too,” 
he said.

Regions such as eastman increased by 
5.4 per cent yet averaged in farmland val-
ues at $4,800 per acre, which still remains 
higher than Manitoba’s southwest regions.

“At the end of the day it comes down 
to healthy farmers, good productive land, 
high commodity prices and land prices. 
As well, we had some online auctions or 

of the time for land sales. “
“We see fewer sales that go through a 

real estate agent, if I have a close tender 
-

trol of who the land will go to as a seller, 
and secondly as a buyer, I might be willing 
to bid a little bit more or to pay more to get 

that piece of land. There’s not that interac-
tion between the buyer and seller anymore 
and I’m not saying that’s a main driver but 
certainly those are the transactions where 
we see $200 being paid more, per acre.” 

Alder spoke about the link between the 
commodity prices and crop insurance cov-
erage playing a role in increasing the prov-
ince’s farmland values.

“At the end of the day if I have a piece 
of land and I do my math regarding how 
much yield I would get or how much 
I wouldn’t, then I’d factor how much I 
would get from my insurance coverage,” 
he said.

“I guess we had a rough ride because 
of the drought and the heat stress on the 
vegetation (last year), but even if I still get 
some money from my crop insurance it 

-
ed again. With the high commodity prices 
due to the supply issues we had, that cer-
tainly makes the math for the farmer look 
better to invest into land that is more ex-
pensive.”

Alder was asked what he thinks the fu-
ture of farmland values in Manitoba will 
look like.

“Based on the path that Manitoba has 
been on for several years and based on the 
history from its numbers, I would suspect 
that the values will steadily increase. In 
some areas it will be more pronounced, 
in some areas a little bit less, but overall 
based on historical values, we’ll see an 
increase of our land values over the next 
couple of years.”

“Here in Manitoba supply and demand 
is a main factor, strong healthy farms 
that’s on the supply managed side, or on 
the grain side as well. The quality of the 
land starts to play a role as well, if we have 
that plateau land for example versus grain 
land and vegetation land, that might be a 
factor as well. We will see in the next cou-
ple of years how it will evolve if we have 
drought, these are all factors that might 

drive for us in Manitoba is supply and de-
mand.” 

Kevin Weedmark photo

A field of sunflowers between Reston and Virden. Western Manitoba 
saw the highest increases in farm values in the province, with a 17.6 per 
cent rise in Parkland and 12.2 per cent in Westman.
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Call Bill for a FREE Estimate!
306.408.0055

walleye.interiors@gmail.com

Specializing in Drywalling!
• Boarding  • Taping              • Texturing 
• Suspended Ceiling  • Home Renovations

Serving Moosomin since 2008

FINE R SPRAY  
INSULATION INC. 

IT’S SIMPLE. 
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INSULATION. 

306.434.9001 
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SOUTHPRAIRIEDESIGN@OUTLOOK.COM
SOUTHPRAIRIEDESIGN.COM
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SOUTH PRAIRIE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN

contact us for all  
your design and  
drafting needs!
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SOUTH PRAIRIE RESIDENTIAL DESIGN
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your design and  
drafting needs!
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Moosomin, SK

S0G 3N0

Phone: 306-435-2792
Cell: 306-435-6696

Travis Holmstrom
Journeyman Carpenter
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 Whitewood, SK Shop: (306) 735-4328

fl atlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
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Moosomin, SK
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KitchenCraft kitchens
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BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE

1100 PARK AVE. •MOOSOMIN • (306) 435-2642
• GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
• LAWN & GARDEN
• PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES

HOME CENTRE HOURS:
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Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
ALL YOUR HOME DECORATING & RENOVATING NEEDS.

www.elkhornwoodworks.com • elkhornwws@gmail.com

204-851-2923

• Formica • Arborite • Pionite • Granite & Quartz
 • Custom Countertops 

• Manufacturing   Custom Cabinet Doors
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FREE QUOTES

SAND/GRAVEL
ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)

TREVOR TOPINKA
1-306-435-3860 • 1-800-300-7776

Cell: 1-306-434-7184
Cook Road • Moosomin, SK • S0G 3N0
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306-434-6485

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
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Concrete
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 Shops
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 Bin Pads
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Rocanville, SK

306-645-2050

More than just metal!
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Moosomin, SK • 306-435-3954
tomselectric@sasktel.net

Complete  
Electrical Services
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Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK  •  306-435-3040

Building a 
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High Defi nition TV, Home Theatre, 

In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!
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and agricultural electrical installations

Call or text for a FREE quote

306-434-0234
tom@tuckenergy.ca

House Plan provided by 
South Prairie Design 
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MOOSOMIN 
& SURROUNDING AREA

306-434-5230
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Mario Z 
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Home Renovations
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mariozconstruction18@gmail.com
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Creasy Hot Tubs & Billiards
2500 Park Avenue  |  Brandon, MB   |   204-729-8827 or 1-877-241-9580

www.jacuzzimanitoba.ca   |   www.facebook.com/jacuzzimanitoba

The Most Inexpensive Hot Tubs In The World!

Let Creasy’s Show You the 

JACUZZI DIFFERENCE

our tubs are
GOING FAST!

Pre-order Now for Spring & Summer Delivery

HUGE 
SALE

on all models!

SAVINGS 
OF UP TO

$5,500
OFF!

NEW HOT TUBS 
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$64 

PER MONTH

A team of University of Saskatchewan 
(USask) researchers has built a tool de-
signed to estimate a value for wetland ser-
vices to help farmers, land planners and 

wetland conservation in agriculture.
As viable farmland becomes more im-

portant for sustainable food production, 
there are many pressures faced by farmers 
to convert wetlands into usable farmland, 
thus decreasing the overall wetland area. 
It has been estimated that inland freshwa-
ter wetlands have decreased by 70 per cent 
since the beginning of the 20th century.

to be wasted space across an agricultural 
landscape, wetlands provide ‘services’ to 
people and the surrounding landscape, 

storing nutrients and water, and provid-
ing habitats for other species to live in.

“Calculating wetland ecosystem ser-
vices or measures of importance is almost 

of fresh air,” said Dr. Chrystal Mantyka-
Pringle (PhD), a conservation planning bi-
ologist and adjunct professor at the USask 
School of Environment and Sustainability. 
“You don’t realize how important they are 
until they are gone.” 

In a new publication in the journal 
Wetlands Ecology and Management, the 
USask research team analyzed a myriad 
of global factors to help them determine 

into monetary values to help represent the 
relative “worth” of each area to society 
and agricultural operations.

The team collaborated with Environ-
ment and Climate Change Canada and the 
Wildlife Conservation Society Canada on 
the project.

The study found more densely popu-
lated areas increased the value of the wet-
land as there are a greater number of peo-

contributed by wetlands. Other factors 

value included income 
levels and the level of 
agricultural productiv-
ity in the area.

Taking all these fac-
tors into account, the 
article and tool led by 
Dr. Eric Asare (PhD) 
from the USask Col-
lege of Agriculture and 
Bioresources generates 
approximate dollar val-
ues and ranges of val-
ues representing wet-

the level of regulating 
services (for example, 

-
tration, climate control 

provisioning services 
(pollination, ability to 

produce food, building and crafting mate-
rials) wetlands provide.

-
ues are hard to obtain and measure if you 
don’t have the resources or expertise to 
collect it yourself and hence a tool such as 
this one can be useful to farmers, manag-
ers and policy makers,” the researchers 
stated in the publication.

In populated prairie areas closer to cit-
ies with lower density of wetlands, wet-
lands can have values averaging $6,500 
per hectare (ha) per year for their com-
bined services, whereas wetlands in ar-
eas of lower population density, but with 
higher wetland area, are valued at about 
half this amount. These estimated values 
for ecosystem services can be substantially 
greater than the net returns of cultivating 
canola or spring wheat, which range from 
$85/ha up to $500/ha depending on the 

location.
With climate change and tumultuous 

weather conditions affecting agricultural 
production, conserving wetlands and un-

-
portant for those who make land use deci-
sions.

“If nature hurts, we hurt as humans, and 
we need to build back resiliency in agri-
cultural and other systems by restoring 
wetlands and nature.”

Other USask researchers involved in the 
project include USask College of Agricul-
ture and Bioresources professor Dr. Ken 
Belcher (PhD) and USask Global Institute 
for Water Security (GIWS) research scien-
tist Dr. Bob Clark (PhD).

The research was supported by the 
GIWS, Environment and Climate Change 
Canada, and the Prairie Water grant pro-
gram.

The dollars and ‘sense’ behind wetland 
conservation: USask research

Above: Vanishing wetlands” by Cam Forester. 
(Painted for the Virtual Water Gallery/Global Wa-
ter Futures.)

Above: Dr. Eric Asare (lead of paper and tool development), Dr. Chrys-
tal Mantyka-Pringle (PhD), Dr. Ken Belcher (PhD) and Dr. Bob Clark 
(PhD).

REDFERN FARM SERVICES 
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE 

PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINS

FROM 
HOPPER 

BINS

TO LARGE 
FLAT 

BOTTOM 
BINS

Contact any of our locations today!
204.748.1122  |  redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113
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You’re invested  
in your business
So are we
Partner with the only lender 
100% invested in Canadian 
agriculture and food.

1-800-387-3232 | fcc.ca

DREAM. GROW. THRIVE.

NEW! CDC Churchhill
Strong Straw   |   Two Row & Malt Feed Variety

Yield equal to CDC Austenson
Strong Agronomic Package

Doug Heaman    |    Brittany Vinck

204-748-7666
204-851-2049

Virden, MB

Wheat
SY Torach

AAC Starbuck VB
Bolles

CS Accelerate

Barley
CDC Copeland
AAC Connect

CDC Churchhill

Oats
CS Camden

Canola seeding steps to reduce flea beetle risk
BY KEITH GABERT

Canola growers can take steps before or at seeding to 
-

clude:

Residue management
Standing stubble protects soil from erosion and collects 

-
-

Seed decisions
-

-

Aim for five to eight
plants per square foot

Take steps for fast
emergence and more vigour

-

rates of seed-placed fertilizer can add more stress, slow 

Once the crop has emerged

-
-

Keith Gabert is a Canola Council of Canada agronomy spe-
cialist and a contributor to Canola Watch. Subscribe for the 
timely agronomy emails at canolawatch.org/signup.

Flea beetles become active with the first ex-
tended period of warm weather in April and 
May. Striped flea beetles (shown) emerge from 
winter rest one to four weeks before the all-
black crucifer flea beetles.
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 10L 20L 110L 205L 1000L

DMO 15W40 $4.40/L $4.30/L $4.40/L $4.15/L $4.00/L

Trans Hydraulic $4.30/L $4.20/L $4.30/L $4.10/L $3.90/L

Trans Hydraulic Plus 20L: $5.00/L

Sonic Blue Guard Grease Case Price: $35.00 (10 tubes)

Sonic Moly Guard SL Grease  Case Price: $47.00 (10 tubes)
*Plus enviro and applicable taxes

borderlandco-op.crs

MOOSOMIN 
HOME CENTRE

306-435-2642

ROCANVILLE 
HOME CENTRE

306-645-2152

WHITEWOOD 
HOME CENTRE

306-735-2414

BROADVIEW 
HOME CENTRE

306-696-2747

BROADVIEW 
AG SITE

306-696-3038

GRENFELL 
HOME CENTRE

306-697-2442

Spring Oil Sale 

& Early Delivery Program

FEBRUARY 14, 2022 
- MAY 1, 2022

Borderland

M O O S O M I N    |    R O C A N V I L L E    |    W H I T E W O O D    |    M A R Y F I E L D    |    B R O A D V I E W    |    G R E N F E L L    |    K I P L I N G

Increase your farm storage and fi ll up early to 

be prepared for seeding season!
 Ask about our selection of 300 gal, 500 gal and 1000 gal fuel tanks
 Tank and Pump Combos available
 3-Year Interest Free Payment Plan Available *OAC

2022 Spring Early Delivery Program
Co-op Premium Summer Diesel is now available for on-farm delivery! 

Once again, Borderland Co-op will be offering delayed billing on Dyed Premium Diesel Fuel. 

Offer runs until April 30, 2022, with no payments due until the end of May 2022.

For all your Farm, Commercial, Bulk Petroleum, Bulk Oil and Propane needs contact:

Shawn Markwart: 306-435-4004

bulkpetroleum@borderland.crs

Today, Protein Industries Canada an-
nounced a co-investment into the second 
phase of Canada’s National Index on Ag-
ri-Food Performance, alongside lead part-
ners Pulse Canada and the Global Institute 
for Food Security (GIFS) at the University 
of Saskatchewan, with the support of Da-
vid McInnes, Coordinator of the National 
Index on Agri-Food Performance.

The National Index on Agri-Food Per-
formance is focused on developing a set 
of sustainability indicators and metrics 
related to Canada’s agriculture and agri-
food industries, which will help increase 
Canada’s competitiveness in the global 
market. The Index will shine a spotlight 
on the sustainable practices being utilized 
in the industry, while also helping address 
where improvements can be made.

“As Canadians and consumers seek food 
that has been produced and processed sus-
tainably to put on their tables, Canada has 

global leader,” explained the Honourable 
François-Philippe Champagne, Minister 
of Innovation, Science and Industry. “And 
through the creation of a National Index 
on Agri-Food Performance, we will ensure 
even more domestic and international op-
portunities for our sustainable, Canadian 
crops.”

“Innovation is key to the agricultural 
sector’s competitive advantage and long-
term economic prosperity in Canada. With 
the ability to measure our sustainability 
efforts through the National Index on Ag-
ri-Food Performance, we will strengthen 
Canada’s reputation and competitiveness 
as a supplier of high quality food products 
into the future,” said the Honourable Ma-

rie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture 
and Agri-Food.

In addition to Protein Industries Cana-
da, Pulse Canada and GIFS, more than 75 
organizations spanning the food system 
are collaborating to advance this work. 
This includes diverse representation not 
only from the agriculture and agrifood in-
dustry, but also from adjacent sectors such 

-
tions, environmental NGOs, and federal 
and provincial governments. The partners 
are focused on showing how agrifood pro-
duction and supply in Canada is economi-
cally, environmentally and socially sus-
tainable. Additionally, they are striving to 
ensure that sustainability is communicat-
ed to both consumers and trade partners, 
helping build trust and improve Canada’s 
national agrifood brand.

“Canada has a reputation for sustain-
able production and processing practices. 
Having a set of metrics and indicators that 
measures these practices on a consolidated 
basis across the agriculture and agrifood 
sector will allow us to further back up 
our sustainability claims, strengthening 
Canada’s reputation and global brand and 
increasing trust in our products,” Protein 
Industries Canada CEO Bill Greuel said. 
“The ability to measure our sustainability 
efforts will help increase our competitive-
ness in the global market— particularly 
as we work to become a global leader in 
the production of plant-based ingredients 
and foods. Sustainability is an important 
distinguisher in this market, and this proj-
ect will help further establish Canada as a 
leader in the area.”

Continued on Page C28 

Partnership expanding 
work on National

Index on AgriFood 
Performance

ALL 
PRODUCTS 

DELIVERED!

DISTRIBUTOR OF:
• Netwrap
• Silage Plastic & Grain Bags
• Licktubs
• Hay & Silage Inoculant
• Feed Testing

Contact David 
or Sherri 
Moffatt

Cell: 306-435-9245
Home: 306-435-2019
sdmoffatt@sasktel.net

Box 24 
Moosomin, SK

S0G 3N0

Specializing in Beef Nutrition 



BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

According to FCC’s 2021 Farmland Val-
ues Report there was an 8.3 per cent in-
crease in average farmland values for Can-
ada last year, an increase from the 5.4 per 
rise in values in 2020.

Saskatchewan reported an average in-
crease of 7.4 per cent in farmland values. 
This came after a 5.4 per cent increase in 
2020 and a 6.2 per cent increase in 2019.

Manitoba farmland values increased by 
9.9 per cent during 2021, following a 3.6 
per cent increase in 2020 and a 4 per cent 
increase in 2019. 

The FCC Farmland Values Report high-
-

age land values in several areas, with the 
highest recorded in Ontario of 22.2 per cent 
and British Columbia of 18.1 per cent. Two 
of the Atlantic provinces followed with in-
creases of 15.2% in Prince Edward Island 
and 12.3% in Nova Scotia.

Farmland values 
grow in eastern 
Saskatchewan

While much of the Prairies were im-
pacted by drought in 2021, Chris Préjet, 
appraiser for Saskatchewan at FCC, stat-
ed  that farmland in eastern regions of the 
province increased in value because they 
were impacted less by the drought. 

“In line with the national trend, we saw 
factors in with interest rates, the favorable 
commodity prices, they were able to some-
what offset as the farming income was not 
as impacted from the drought,” Préjet said.

“The east side actually saw lesser im-
pact from that drought so the operations 
in that half, generally speaking, were able 
to take advantage of higher commodity 
prices with their slightly better yields. That 
increased farming income which increased 
demand, and supply wasn’t able to keep 
up with that demand.”

Although drought played an important 
role in reducing yields in some areas of the 
country, Préjet said eastern Saskatchewan 

was less impacted.
“It’s that impact from the drought, they 

are able to get a bigger yield than the west 
half might have got,” he said.

“Because of that, they (eastern regions) 
were able to capitalize on the higher prices 
which then generates more income, that 
then gives more purchasing power or more 
strength for demand, with more demand 
comes more competition and it leads to the 
higher market values that we  saw this past 
year.”

Out of the six regions in Saskatchewan, 
FCC reported the east central and southeast 
regions as the highest increase for its aver-
age of farmland values. 

The east central region increased by 11.3 
per cent, averaging $1,900 per acre and the 
southeast region increased by 14.7 per cent, 
averaging $2,200 per acre, in FCC’s 2021 
report.

“The southeast and east central region 

had better growing conditions, more timely 
rains that kind of thing, an overall less im-
pact from that drought so that paired with 
the lower interest rates and crop insurance 
pay outs, they were able to generate more 
income and that increased that demand. 
Those were the main things that we saw in 
those two regions there,” said Préjet.

A common trend that FCC found for 
farmlands increasing in value in most areas 
in Canada, was because of high commodity 
prices, he said.

“Let’s say your yields are registered to 
what it normally would be, but then the 
commodity prices are higher, you’re then 
generating more farm income where you 
have more working capital, you can then 
use that towards your operation,” Préjet 
said.

“Some farmers were using that towards 
buying land, and with that purchasing 
power from that increased income, they 
were able to compete more for properties. 
That purchasing power led to more compe-
tition, with the supply staying the same but 
the demand increasing, that generally leads 
to increases in market values.”

He said the purpose of FCC’s annual 
Farmland Values Report is to get feedback 
and to help producers plan ahead.

“It’s another tool that operations can use 
to plan, to prepare themselves and to get a 
feeling about what’s going on in the mar-
kets and their areas,” said Préjet.

“They’re there locally, they do see and 
hear from farms in the area, they know 
their own markets so they use this report 
and on top of what they know already, to 
gauge where the market is going.”

Préjet was asked what he thinks the fu-
ture of farmland values in Saskatchewan 
will be.

“I can say that our economics team does 
see the commodity prices being strong for 
the rest of the year. There is the uncertainty 
of how the crop season is going to go, ob-
viously we can’t predict that, but there is 
some optimism going forward this year. 
We’ll see how things play out.”

“I think farmland values increasing 
throughout Canada just shows the strength 

-
ed again in Saskatchewan. There’s a strong 
demand which means farms are doing well 
overall, obviously some are facing more 
challenges than others but overall it just 
speaks to the strength of the industry.”

 He said the reason why Canada in-
creased its overall farmland values was be-
cause of higher commodity prices. 

“It leads back to the higher commodity 
prices, low interest rates and just that en-
vironment that we were in last year, those 
were probably the main factors that drove 
the market.”
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Farmland values up 14.7% in SE Sask

wallace-woodworth.com   |   204-748-1239   |   info@wallace-woodworth.com

our Rural Communities

Kevin Weedmark photo

Green fields of crops between Moosomin and Fairlight last summer.

SAVE THE DATE! 
WOLVERINE DAYS

FOR FULL INVENTORY AND MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE!

JUNE 25 & 26, 2022 - CUSTOMER APPRECIATION AND RANGE EVENT

FIREARMS / OPTICS / AMMO / ACCESSORIES       USED & CONSIGNMENT SALES

TUNE IN SATURDAY MORNINGS

JOIN US FOR COFFEE AND 
AN UPDATE ON WHAT’S  BEEN 

SHAKIN’  AT WOLVERINE

T H E  B R E A K F A S T  C L U B
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The Cloverbud District 5 speech winners. From left are Jace Beutler 
(first) from Wawota Beef Club, Austynn Brehaut (second) from Wawota 
Beef Club, and Jenna Leeds (third) from Riders and Wranglers.

The Intermediate District 5 speech winners. From left are Walker Mur-
phy (first) from Moosomin Multi Club, Avrielle Brehaut (second) from 
Wawota Beef Club, and Cailey Haus (third) from Candiac Beef Club.

The Junior District 5 speech winners. From left are Olin Johnson (first) 
from Whitewood Beef Club, Alexia Brehaut (second) from Wawota Beef 
Club, and Cohen Neville (third) from Fairmede Beef Club.

The Senior District 5 speech winners. From left are Megan Kelly (first) 
from Moosomin Multi Club, Emily Sebastian (second) from Candiac 
Beef Club, and Brynn Easton (third) from Riders and Wranglers.

C E L E B R A T I O NC E L E B R A T I O N
– F O R D  S A L E S –

SPRING MAINTENANCE

SPECIAL
 OIL & FILTER CHANGE

 Includes Filter & up to 9 litres of oil

EXTERIOR WASH 

INSTALL SUMMER TIRES
 (On rims) or rotate All-Season Tires

FULL BRAKE SYSTEM 
 INSPECTION

4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 
 CHECK & REPORT

FULL STEERING 
 & SUSPENSION INSPECTION

CHECK & TOP UP
 FLUID LEVELS

PROVIDE A VEHICLE 
 CONDITION REPORT CARD

$139
95

PLUS APPLICABLE TAXES 
& ENVIRO FEES

1-800-880-4533 • 306-435-3313
CELEBRATIONFORD.COM

BY MOOSOMIN MULTI 4-H CLUB REPORTER 
CAMDYN SPARVIER

On Sunday March 13, 41 speakers met at 
the Bethel United Church in Moosomin to 
deliver District 4-H Speeches.

There were a variety of entertaining top-
-

lecting winners.
We would like to thank our sponsors 

Sharpe’s Crop Services and Borderland 

Co-op as well as our judges: Zelda My-
burgh, James Calloway, Judi Johnston, 
Devona Putland, Dennis Lonsdale, Nayme 
Ferguson, Andi DeRoo, Kara Kinna, Cher-
yl Weatherald, Kevin Weedmark and Jai-
me Light.

Regional 4-H Speeches were held in 
Milestone on Saturday March 26. We wish 
the best of luck to our District 5 represen-
tatives.

District 5 4-H speeches 
held in Moosomin

1-866-249-4697  •  www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

AND WHO, PLANTING TIME AND HARVEST SEASON,
WILL FINISH HIS FORTY HOUR WEEK BY TUESDAY NOON,
THEN PAIN’N FROM “TRACTOR BACK”, 
PUT IN ANOTHER SEVENTY-TWO HOURS.

SO GOD MADE A FARMER
– Paul Harvey
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– SOLD –

– C/S –

– SOLD –

– S
ALE
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All lots 
reduced 

$30,000!

Lots now available from $89,000!
LIMITED TIME OFFER

The Dream has become More Attainable!
WE HAVE THE PERFECT LOCATION:

 Located 20 minutes away from 
the beautiful Qu’Appelle Valley 
and walking distance to 
Esterhazy, SK

 Fully-serviced acreages

 2 - 3 Acre walk out lots

 Private, quiet cul-de-sacs

CALL NOW!

306-580-4000 www.bryleedevelopments.com

Come see our booth at the 

Parkland Outdoor Show & Expo 
in Yorkton, SK

April 2 - 3, 2022

Order online at: www.cornucopiagardens.ca
ONLINE GREENHOUSE PLANT ORDERING AVAILABLE APRIL 30

Call/Text 306-434-8400  |  info@cornucopiagardens.ca  |  2 miles south of Rocanville on #8 Highway

DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Greenhouse Open Starting 
APRIL 30, 2022

Monday - Friday: 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.   |   Saturday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

STORE 
HOURS

April 2022
Tuesday - Saturday

10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

CORNUCOPIA COUNTRY GROCERY
• Our own fresh vegetables

• Prarie products: Eggs, Cheese, Butter, Ice Cream, Coff ee, Tea, 

Honey, Grain, Rolled Oats, Flour

• Frozen Beef, Pork, Chicken, Bison, Cabbage Rolls, Perogies

• Fresh Baking on Fridays at noon!

Pot & Basket Stuff ers, Bedding Plants, Vegetable Plants, 

Herbs, Perennials, Climbing Vines, Trees & Shrubs

Free Greenhouse Catalogue! 

CORNUCOPIA STORE ITEMS:
House Plants  |  Succulents  |  Garden Seeds  |  Fertilizer  |  Soil  |  Pots  |  Pottery  |  Local Art and More!

2022 Grains, oilseeds 
and pulses sector outlook

Continued from page 2

Any further strength in the oilseeds mar-
kets will only bolster canola prices before 
planting.

Lentils and peas
Tight stocks provide most of the story for 

Canadian pulse crops too. Dry pea supplies 
have fallen to 2.8 Mt for the 2021-22 MY, a 
43% YoY drop. Domestic use is expected to 
fall, exports will likely tumble more than 
40%, and carryout stocks are expected to 
plummet 90% to 50 Mt for the year. With a 
large decline in 2021 production due to low 
yields, Canadian lentil supplies have also 
fallen to 2.1 thousand kt, representing a drop 
of slightly more than one-third.

FCC forecasts the total seeded area in 2022 
to rise for dry peas and decline for lentils.

Trends to
monitor in 2022

For many producers, the largest hurdles 
of 2021 came from the steep growth trends 
across many different expenses. According 
to a database of Alberta farm input prices, 
year-over-year prices spiked across catego-
ries of fertilizers, machinery, energy, labour 
and seeds, with costs of fertilizers and fuel 
rising between 20 and 27% (Figure 2). The 
meteoric price gains for inputs in 2021 were 
partly due to price contractions in 2020 that 
were reversed in 2021.

However, while the YoY gains for fertil-
izer and energy were more pronounced than 
their respective three-year averages, four-
wheel-drive tractors, canola seed and gener-
al farm labour were more expensive in 2021 
than they averaged between 2018 and 2020. 
Wheat seeds were slightly cheaper last year 
than in 2020, and the average of 2018-2020.

What’s more worrying than the base-year 
effect (of comparing 2021 prices to an un-
usual year of pandemic-led price declines) 
are the supply chain issues that have exacer-

In the U.S., fertilizer production had fallen 
in 2020 in response to anticipated curtailed 
demand arising from COVID, and it was 

further limited by natural gas shortages due 
to both the Texan freeze and Hurricane Ida. 
Those constraints occurred at the same time 
of unexpected and large boosts in demand 
for fertilizer in response to higher commod-
ity prices from both U.S. and global buyers. 
And global supply was hampered when 
China, the world’s largest producer of phos-
phate, introduced export taxes.

This year, fertilizer production and ex-
ports are likely again to be subject to supply 
chain disruptions, possibly pushing prices 
higher (Table 2) - although the worst increas-
es appear to be behind us. Energy costs are 
expected to also rise, with farm diesel, oil 
and purple gasoline averaging 14.3% price 
hikes in 2022.

Land values are also expected to have 
risen as producers respond to high commod-
ity prices and low interest rates by vying for 
more acres. Watch for the FCC Farmland 
Values Report on March 15 for more detail.

The U.S. is at the heart of two current geo-

Canadian agriculture. The Biden administra-
tion must respond to China’s noncompliance 
in meeting its import commitments, but the 
2020 Phase One trade deal has proven to 
be as precarious as it seemed when struck. 
China has purchased no more than 55% of 
the total volume of imports it had prom-
ised to buy by January 2022. Their imports 
of ag commodities are better, with close to 
80% of the agreed-upon volumes. As a huge 
grain importer, especially with the ongoing 
hog herd reconstruction, China’s imports 
can lead to sustained periods of high grain 
prices.

The threat of war between Russia and 
Ukraine is growing. Russia’s warnings of 
U.S. interference in its domestic security 
are stoking European and U.S. talk of “mas-
sive” sanctions should Ukraine be invaded. 
Economic sanctions could be applied to the 
trade of agricultural commodities and create 
more supply chain issues with implications 
for price volatility. As the world’s largest 
exporter of wheat in 2020, Russia will limit 
exports with an 8.0-million-ton wheat export 
quota in 2022 spring and early summer. The 

global supplies of fertilizers.
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MULLETT’S 604 GORDON STREET
MOOSOMIN, SK

306-435-3919

• Hand Tools & Power Tools

• Good selection of 

 Chilly Moose coolers & Mugs

• Outdoor Lighting (Patio & Garden)

• Pressure Washers (Security & Safety)

• Lawn Mowers & Trimmers

• Interior & Exterior Paint

• Workwear/Work boots

Monday - Friday - 9 am - 5:30 pm • Saturday - 9 am - 5 pm

HERE’S HOW HOME HARDWARE WILL 
HELP YOU WITH YOUR SPRING NEEDS!

Check homehardware.ca for special orders

All Major Brand Tires

New & Used Sales

Passenger & Light 
Truck Tires

Bobcat & Forklift Tires

Heavy Truck Tires

OTR Tires

Tractor & 
Implement tires

Oil Changes

Shop: 306-736-2436  •  Kipling, SK
Service Calls: 306-736-7314

The Russian invasion of Ukraine will strain world grain 
-

tion rates, said a panel of economists on Tuesday. “God for-
bid we have a weather problem this year,” said Dan Basse, 
head of AgResource Co., who described war in the Black 
Sea region as the greatest supply shock since World War I.

-
ing backwards at our data to 1914 … on a caloric basis,” 
he said, amounting to about 11% of the world’s annual 
consumption.

“A war that extends to June would be catastrophic for 

Basse during on online forum organized by the Farm 
Foundation. “The question is, can they (Ukrainian farm-
ers) get it in the ground?”

Private consultant William Liefert said Ukrainian grain 
-

ture for moving grain and obtaining seeds and other crop 
inputs. If Russia gains control of Black Sea ports, it could 
prevent Ukraine from exporting grain from this year’s 
harvest or grain held over from the 2021 crops. Economic 

sanctions were expected to push Russia into a recession.
Russia is the No. 1 wheat exporter in the world and 

Ukraine is No. 4 in corn. Wheat prices surged to record 
highs following the invasion. Corn and soybean prices 
also are up due to tightening supplies.

The uncertainties over the outcome of the invasion will 

four decades at 7.9%, could peak at 8% or 9% in late sum-
mer, he said.

Glauber, of the IFPRI think tank, because of questions over 
the volume of future grain production in Ukraine and 
Russia and how much of it would reach the world market.

“I know this isn’t necessarily the most popular sugges-
tion, but I think the (United States) should consider sus-
pending these mandates” for biodiesel production and 
use, said Glauber. “To me, food sort of trumps that.”

The Renewable Fuel Standard guarantees biodiesel a 
share of the U.S. fuel market and a $1-a-gallon tax credit is 

in making biofuels. Soy oil is also used as an ingredient 
in foods ranging from baked goods to salad dressing. A 
bushel of soybeans yields 11 pounds of oil during process-
ing.

“Our forecast for the year ahead is that combined may-
be these two countries will do 20 million to 22 million 
tonnes of wheat (exports),” said Basse. “Our estimate is 
that (Ukraine) is going to be down around 50%, or almost 
that, at 22 million tonnes” of corn production in 2022, with 
exports also down sharply.

India and Australia have huge wheat inventories, which 

drought dragged down crop production in South America 
in recent months and the U.S. and Canadian wheat belts 
have been dry for months, so grain supplies could remain 
tight, said Basse and Glauber.

highest level ever due to continued high commodity pric-
es, said Basse. At the same time, demand for U.S. grains 
could press the transportation network to its limits. “The 
pipe to export facilities may not be big enough.”

Ukraine invasion will strain grain supplies

Name: _______________________________

Address: _____________________________

Phone: _______________________________

E-mail: ______________________________

Cut this out and mail it to The 
World-Spectator for your chance to win!

Box: 250 • Moosomin, SK • S0G 3N0
E-mail: world_spectator@sasktel.net

• aeration 
• agribusiness 
• auger
• baler 
• barley 
• beans
• beef 
• canola 
• cereal
• chickpeas 
• combine 
• commodity
• corn 
• crop 
• cultivation
• dairy 
• discer 
• disease
• dryer 
• export 
• farming
• fertilizer 
•  ax 

• food security
• forage 
• fuel grain
• grain cart 
• harrow 
• harvest
• hay 
• hemp 
• hogs
• homestead 
• horses 
• hybrid
• insects 
• legumes 
• lentils
• marketing 
• moisture 
• mustard
• oats 
• oilseed 
• organic
• peas 
• plough 

• poultry
• pulses 
• reap 
• rotation
• runoff 
• rye 
• saf  ower
• seed 
• self-suf  cient
• semi
• soil 
• soybean 
• sprayer
• stone picker 
• stubble 
• swather
• tillage 
• tractor 
• truck
• weeds 
• wheat 
• yield
• zero tillage

Agriculture Word Search
By Devona Putland
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This year’s Agriculture Budget is $462.4 
million, a 19.5 per cent increase from the 
previous year that is driven by a strong 
2022-23 Crop Insurance Program and re-
cord agriculture research funding.

The budget includes $338.5 million to 
fund a suite of business risk management 
programming, including Crop Insurance, 
AgriStability, AgriInvest and Livestock 
Price Insurance. More than $250 million 
is budgeted for Crop Insurance. Average 
coverage will reach a record level of $405 
per acre this year, due to higher commod-
ity prices and increased yield coverage.

“This is a dynamic industry that helps 
to feed the world, as demonstrated by 
record agri-food exports of $17.5 billion 
in 2021, with enormous potential on the 
value-added front as we develop irrigated 
acres and welcome investment in canola 
crush facilities here in Saskatchewan,” Ag-
riculture Minister David Marit said. “This 
year’s budget will help supply the in-
dustry the tools needed to move through 
current challenges, such as continued dry 
conditions, while positioning producers 
for long-term growth and success.”

Effective April 1, 2022, a number of 

Sales Tax (PST) related to farming and ag-
riculture activities, including establishing 
the exemption for the on-farm digging of 
dugouts, among other activities.  

Agricultural research funding in 2022-23 is a record 
$33.8 million. This includes $2.0 million in new funding 

-
erate and communicate the agriculture sector’s contribu-
tions to improved environmental outcomes.

The government also continues to invest $31.8 million 
in agricultural research as part of the $71.2 million an-

year federal-provincial Canadian Agricultural Partner-
ship (CAP) agreement.

CAP also funds priority areas such as value-added 
agriculture, market expansion, public trust and environ-
mental stewardship and rural water development. This 
includes the Farm Ranch Water Infrastructure program, 
under which the maximum rebate for livestock produc-
ers is temporarily increased. Livestock producers who 
want to access the enhanced funding for an agricultural 
water project have until March 31, 2022, to submit a pre-
liminary application, with projects to be completed by 
September 30, 2022.

Again this year, $2.5 million of additional provincial 

support is being provided for irrigation development to 
help producers develop irrigation infrastructure proj-
ects.

The 2022-23 budget provides $1.6 million to Animal 
Protection Services of Saskatchewan (APSS) for sustain-
able animal welfare enforcement in the province. This is 
an increase of $800,000 from the previous year’s budget-
ed amount and it will enable the organization to expand 
its effective services to include the City of Saskatoon.

APSS, City of Saskatoon and Saskatoon Police Service 
are collaborating to provide enforcement in Saskatoon 
as of April 1, as APSS ramps up to take over full enforce-
ment by the fall.

“We appreciate the work of Saskatoon SPCA and Ani-
mal Protection Services of Saskatchewan in support of 
the humane treatment and well-being of animals and 
will continue to work with all parties in this transition of 
animal welfare enforcement duties,” Marit said.

Agriculture is at the center of several 2030 Growth 
Plan goals, including growing crop production to 45 
million tonnes, increasing livestock receipts to $3 billion, 
increasing value-added revenue to $10 billion and grow-
ing agri-food exports to $20 billion.

Sask budget demonstrates strong
commitment to agriculture

CALL TODAY!
The 121.5 hour course is the Mandatory Entry-Level Training 

course that came into effect on September 1, 2019. This course 

consists of 40 hours of classroom training, 40.5 hours of in-yard 

training and 41 hours of in-cab training. This course covers the 

essential skills to safely operate a semi truck and trailer.

FUNDING IS AVAILABLE through government programs

CALL ROLAND FOR MORE INFORMATION  
at 204-851-2998

Class 1 License 

Mandatory Entry Level Training

23:tfc

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE 
PARTS DEALER

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE

• SAFETY INSPECTION 
& REPAIR SHOP

• FULL LINE OF 
TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

(204) 522-8451
HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MB

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 

SEASONAL MAINTENANCE  
OPERATOR

The Rural Municipality of Antler No. 61, with office in Redvers, SK, 
is currently seeking resumes for a Seasonal Maintenance Operator.

The RM offers an excellent benefits package, a matched pension plan 
and excellent hours of work if you are looking to have a life outside 
of work! The Seasonal Position has a potential work period of May to 
October (depending on weather).

SUCCESSFUL APPLICANTS MUST: 
 • Bewilling to work at least 40 hours per week, more during 

peak season
 • Have experience operating heavy equipment; and must be 

able to operate heavy machinery to complete road mainte-
nance, mostly mowing of ditches.

 • Be able to work under direction of the Council/Foreman/
Administrator, and work well with other employees;

 • Must possess good organization and communication skills 
with Council, staff and ratepayers;

 • Proof of a valid driver’s license and a driver’s abstract must 
be provided

 • Being mechanically inclined and knowledge of machinery 
maintenance is also a definite asset.

Please submit written resume by 3:00 pm on Friday, April 8th, 2022 
stating experience, work references and wage expectations to:

R.M. of Antler No. 61 
Attention: Administrator, Jocelyne Toms-Delmaire 

Box 70 Redvers, Saskatchewan S0C 2H0 
Fax: (306) 452-3518 Email: rm61@sasktel.net

For further information please contact the  
R.M. Office: (306) 452-3263

24:4c

SIDING • METAL ROOFING • SOFFIT
FASCIA • EAVESTROUGHS • CLADDING

306.532.4496
WAPELLA  

  204.725.2294
BRANDONableeaves2@hotmail.ca

VETERINARY 
CARE FOR 

ALL SPECIES

24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE

98 Cook Rd. Moosomin, SK

306.435.3979

Regular Hours:
Monday - Friday:

8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:

8:30 a.m. - 12 Noon

To find out more about advertising in the World-Spectator, call 306-435-2445
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Crop Land 
Wanted

LOOKING FOR CROP 
LAND TO RENT OR BUY 

Call or text Brian at  

306-541-3213 or email  

bgdoane@sasktel.net
24:7c

Phone: (204) 748-3833 Fax: (204) 748-3835
373 King Street, Virden, MB

A DIVISION OF BRANDON BEARING AG & INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY LTD.

Our staff is ready to serve all your welding, machining and 
parts needs in farming, commercial and oilfield repair.

Retailer of bearings, belts, bolts, steel and welding supplies.

Hauling Grain, 
Fertilizer, Equipment, 

Potable Water and Gravel. 
PLUS Winch Truck Service.

Ph: 306-645-2032
Rocanville, SK

WE REPAIR & MAINTAIN  
AGRICULTURE EQUIPMENT!

 Tractors

 All makes and models of farm machinery

 Semis

 Saskatchewan Safeties

HELP WANTED
We are looking for a 

Heavy Truck & Trailer/Ag Technician
 Available immediately

 Full-time position with benefits

Apply to tkag@sasktel.net or call and speak to  

Brock at 306-482-3473 for more information.

TK Agri-Service 
501 SUPER GRID SOUTH  |  CARNDUFF, SK 

306-482-3473 
Monday - Friday: 8 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Partnership expanding 
work on National Index on

AgriFood Performance
Continued from Page C22
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 GRAIN  & FERTILIZER HAULIN G
 Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

 “Rolling since 1986”

g

 • D e d ic a te d  to  o ur Custo m e rs Y e a r Ro und
 • Sa fe  On Tim e  Se rvic e
 • Pro fe ssio na l a nd  Ex pe rie nc e d  D rive rs

 • Re lia b le  Equipm e nt
 • Co m pe titive  Ra te s
 • Pro fe ssio na l Co m m unic a tio n b e twe e n Custo m e rs a nd  D ispa tc h

 Get read y for 
 the sp ring rush!
 Bring your truck and  trailer 
 in for a service and  safety 
 b y our q ualified  m echanics.

 PHONE:  204-849-2242      1 PARK ST.  NEWDALE, MB

SPRING 
 FILTER 
 SALE

 From  now until the end  of Ap ril 2022
 save 10%  on all oil, fuel, coolant, and  air filters!
 W e  n o w  o ffe r a  fu ll lin e  o f Pe tr o -Ca n a da  lu b r ica n ts  in clu din g b u lk 15W 40. 

 As   a   W estward   Parts   dealer   we   can   supply   you   with   sweeps,   harrow   tines,
 sprayer   parts,   belts,   bearings,   chain,   PTO    parts   and   m ore.

 Hydraulic   hose   assem blies   are   m ade   to   order.   O ur   pricing   is   always   com petitive!

 RT   S
 Trailer Heavy Truck  &

 RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

 Check out our p ricing on all tires from  
 Autom otive, Ag, to Heavy Truck and  Trailer Tires

 T: 204-365-4740 • F: 204-365-4751 • E: rtm dispatching@ gm ail.com

 www.rtm transport.com
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Sale28
th

Saturday, April 9, 2022
Complimentary Beef on a Bun @ 12pm

@ Batho Farms Ltd.

Featuring:

Stop in for a visit anytime to view the bulls!
Albert: 204-748-7640    Ron: 204-748-5208

Annual

Pending COVID Restrictions

Video Sale starting @ 1pm

Simmental,
Red and Black Angus

3 3/4 miles south of Oak Lake, MB
on Lansdowne Road

3:1c

Today, the Canadian Western Agribi-
tion’s (CWA) Next Gen Agriculture Men-
torship Program welcomes the newest 
group of agriculture leaders.

“Young Canadians are the ones who will 
shape the future of agriculture, and we 

seasoned mentors,” said Marie-Claude 
Bibeau, Minister of Agriculture and Agri-
Food. “With the Next Gen Program, our 

transfer to get the next generation of farm-

careers.”
“The Next Gen Agriculture Mentorship 

Program plays an important role in the 
sustainability of the agriculture sector,” 

“Through this mentorship, bright, young 

-
-

mentors for your guidance.”
The successful mentees and mentors 

Kaitlyn Kitzan, paired with Dale Leftwich; 

paired with Megz Reynolds; Morgan 

The program matches eight young lead-
ers in the agriculture industry with ex-
perienced professionals for an 18-month 

-

-
sired outcomes.

Established in 2019, the program is en-

“CWA remains a proud partner in build-
ing the future of agriculture with this pro-
gram,” CWA President Chris Lees said. 
“The quality of the applicants and the 
dedication of mentors show how truly im-
portant and how bright the future of our 
industry really is.”

The Next Gen Agriculture Mentorship 
Program is funded through the Canadian 

billion commitment by Canada’s federal, 

that supports Canada’s agriculture, agri-
food and agri-products sectors. This in-

cludes a $2 billion commitment that is 
cost-shared 60 per cent federally and 40 

-

More information about the program is 

Next gen agriculture mentorship program 
welcomes new mentees and mentors

MILLER MOAR GRODECKI 
KREKLEWICH & CHORNEY

Chartered Professional Accountants

Farm, Personal & Corporate Tax Preparation & Planning
Accounting & Auditing Services - Financial Statement Preparation

Bookkeeping & Payroll Services

ESTERHAZY
420 - MAIN STREET

306-745-6611

WHITEWOOD
707 - LALONDE STREET

306-735-2385

MELVILLE
155 - 3RD AVENUE EAST

306-728-4525

GRENFELL
716 - DESMOND STREET

306-697-3558

PART TIME OFFICES
BALCARRES   |   FORT QU’APPELLE   |   INDIAN HEAD   |   ITUNA

www.millerandco.ca

Continued from page C16

This is in addition to Russia’s 
self-imposed export quota on fer-

its borders.
In 2020, Russia was the world’s 

largest fertilizer exporter with 

China, which is also limiting its 

billion and Canada was third at 
-

ash exports.

Energy
Russia was the world’s third largest oil 

producer in 2020 (or second depending on 
the source). If sanctions limit Russia’s ex-
ports, this would further contribute to ris-

already because of the uncertainty caused 

Russia is a major natural gas exporter 
to Europe. Amongst the sanctions already 
imposed, Germany has suspended the cer-

pipeline. This will not impact natural gas 
prices in Europe in the short term. How-

in Europe. This will further boost fertilizer 
-

gen-based fertilizer production.

Macroeconomic conditions

-

Going forward, what will happen will 

-

raising interest more rapidly than other-
wise. Another possible outcome is that 
the war and sanctions will cause global 

-

Possible impacts of the Russia/Ukraine conflict
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Eastondale Angus in the family for generations

The second generation of the Easton family farm, (left) Joyce and 
George Easton received the 50 Year Award from Canadian Angus As-
sociation in 1998. This year, Dale Easton and his family will be receiv-

ing the 75 Year Award from the association.

At the 2009 World Angus Forum, the Eastondale Break Away 32’07 
bull was named Reserve Champion Bull, in Spruce Meadows, Alberta. 
The bull was bred and raised by Eastondale Angus then later sold to 

another breeder. 

Continued from front
“I always said I wanted to do it, even 

when I was younger I couldn’t really 
imagine doing anything else,” Erika said.

“I was the only child so I was outside 
and helping around on the farm a lot 
which was great. I still help now when I’m 

when I was younger and if I had animals 
of my own, I had to go make sure they 
were cared for, too.”

Dale was asked if he thought the family 
farm would pass on to his children at the 
time he took over the business.

“You don’t really think of those things at 
the time, you just hope you can make it to 
the next year. Farming is not an easy deal, 
the cow business has been good. It hasn’t 
been real lucrative, but it’s provided us a 
good way of living,” he said.

“It would be neat for it stay in the family, 
but it’s her decision whether she wants to. 
She’s got to do what’s best for her in the fu-
ture, how long she does it we don’t know.”

Challenges and rewards 
of running a cattle farm

Dale described what producing and 
running a cattle business is like.

“Every day is caring for the livestock, 
you’re either making feed for winter or 
feeding them, or making sure they’re in 
the pastures they’re supposed to be in, get-
ting bred and being ready for the next calf 
crop, preparing for a bull sale or market-
ing some females to other producers, com-
mercial or purebred,” he said.

“You go with the seasons, summer 
you’re preparing for winter feeds and 
winter you’re feeding them, now spring 
we’re preparing for a bull sale.”

One of the biggest challenges of farming 
cattle is calving season, Dale said.

“Probably calving is the most because 
it’s keeps going for a long time, it’s hard 
work, you’re dealing with calving 24 
hours a day, and you can be dealing with 
weather issues,” he said.

“But we enjoy it, I enjoy breeding cattle 
and trying to make them better all the 

-
bred industry you meet a lot of people. We 
know people right across Canada that are 
not only in the Angus industry, but across 
the livestock industry.”

“We have good friends in other breeds 
of cattle that we talk to too, where we’ve 

other as well.”
“It’s a lifestyle in the way your life really 

revolves around it, it becomes a big part 
of your life, and you get to enjoy the out-
doors and continue to learn.”

Shelley Easton said she likes to be 
around the cows because they all have 
personalities.

“We like to go out and see their calves, 
watch them grow and come to the sales.”

She said the most rewarding part about 
farming is the calf crop.

“The calf crop is great, when they wean,  
seeing what their mothers produced, see-
ing the calves you produced in the year, 
if you improved them, that’s probably the 
most rewarding part.”

Dale said they aim to calve about 220 
calves a year.

“When I was a kid at 15 years old, is 
when I got to understand the industry 
more. We’ve increased our land base a bit 
since then, but to think a farm would keep 
200 cows in 1975, there was no thought of 
that, probably you would keep 50 cows 
back then, but compared to those years 
you’ve probably quadrupled your pro-
duction,” said Dale.

The family said in the purebred indus-
try,  farming is a 365 day a year commit-
ment.

“You can’t go away for two weeks and 
leave them, they’re not immune to getting 
sick or things just happen and you need 
to be there for them when they do,” said 
Shelley.

“Dale and Erika go to the pastures every 
day to make sure they are accounted for 
and their water’s checked, making sure 
that they have enough grass to be fed or if 
they need to be moved somewhere else.”

History behind  
EastonDale Angus farm

It’s been 24 years since Dale’s father 
passed on the family farm to him.

“In 1998 is when my dad retired to town. 
I’ve been here my whole life and grew up 
with my grandfather at this farm. 

“I lived with my parents in this house 
and my grandfather used to live in the 
house Erika currently lives in,” said 
Dale.

1943 and took a membership in the Cana-
dian Angus Association the year after. The 
history of the farm has been good to us, 
there’s been tough times but good times. 
He started the farm back then and Erika’s 
now the fourth generation.”

Erika spoke about how being the fourth 
generation of the Easton family, has given 
her an advantage.

“I’ve had the opportunity to work 
alongside dad, we have a good founda-

tion as far as our cows and not only that, 
but our customer base that we sell to every 
year,” she said.

“I’m very fortunate to not necessarily 
have to start from scratch, that’s a huge 
advantage compared to someone who is 
just starting up. 

“We have an idea of where we want to 
go with the cattle, we’ve taken this long to 
build up our cow herd to where we are to-
day and that shows to other producers the 
quality that we have.”

The Easton family was awarded the Ca-
nadian Angus Association 50 Year Award 
in 1998 and will be receiving the 75 Year 
Award this year. 

Shelley said Dale’s dad would have been 
proud of the family for receiving the 75 Year 
Award.

“On April 4 we have our annual sale and 
there’s someone from the Canadian Angus 
Association coming out to make the presen-
tation to us,” she said.

“Dale has never left here, I joined and Er-
ika’s never left, it all happened on this farm. 
This is the place where everything started 
so receiving the award at the farm only feels 
right.”

Dale was asked why he decided to stay 
in the cattle industry for 50 years.

“We do this for a living, that’s how we 
make our bread and butter. Shelley and 

younger, but it’s our own living now,” he 
said.

-
ents were here and when my grandfather 
was, and when my parents retired, we 
took over.”

sisters on our family farm, we all had our 
chores. 

“I probably had the most interest in pure 
bred cattle to take over the business, the 
others probably didn’t have that desire, 
they had other things they were focused 
on—or maybe because I was the eldest I 

Easton family’s most
memorable experiences

The Eastons were asked what their fa-
vorite memory of being in the cattle in-
dustry is. “Being a part of four generations 
of being on the farm, I think that’s incred-
ible,” said Shelley.

“Being here when grandpa and grand-
ma were here, when all the families were 

I think that was quite the memory.”
“There’s kind of a toss up between that 

and when the calves are born which is 
pretty exciting too, but I think seeing great 
grandma and great grandpa here was 
pretty neat. Even when Dale’s brothers 
and sisters were here because they were 
all still at home, so for me that was the 
best memory, everyone being there at one 
time.”

Dale said his favorite memory was 
working with his grandfather and father.

“With my dad and grandpa, the three of 
us working together was neat to experi-
ence. There’s a few people who get to ex-
perience it, but it’s limited to how many 
actually get to work on a daily basis with 
their grandpa and dad,” he said.

“Another great memory, this was after 
dad retired, but every four years they have 
this World Angus Forum and in 2009, Can-
ada hosted it. It was in Spruce Meadows 
just outside of Calgary, we took cattle to 

“It was mind blowing how big and how 
good it was, people from all over the world 
were there. We bred and raised a bull that 
was reserve champion at that show and 
that probably was the highlight for me, 
when we won, it was pretty neat. We bred 
the bull and sold it to another breeder, but 
we still had an interest in it and when he 
was reserve champion at that show, it was 
pretty neat, our years of production came 
to a head.”

“That would be my greatest memory, it 
would be tough to top but you know ev-
ery year we have a really good sale.”

Being a director to moving up to presi-
dent for Saskatchewan Junior Angus As-
sociation, Erika said that has to be one of 
her greatest experiences. 

“For me besides the world forum show, 
every year the junior association has a 
summer show and we actually drove 
down to one in Ontario. That was fun be-
cause it was a bit like a family trip, then 
we got to go to the show too so that was a 
memory that always come to the top of my 
head,” she said.

“Then as I’ve gotten older I’ve gotten 
my own cows too, it’s always cool when I 
can show my own cow, it’s something that 
I’ve raised or responsible for that cow fam-
ily.”

“Last year I showed a heifer that was 
my own at Agribition and in a show in 
Brandon, it’s neat to have my own name 
on it too, not just a farm name, that’s prob-
ably my favorite memory. I was also able 
to go to New Zealand, Canada sent over 
three teams of youth over and I was able 
to captain one of the teams and we were 
the reserve world champions to one of the 
other Canadian teams.”

Erika and Dale Easton at their family farm—Eastondale Angus —near 
Wawota, Saskatchewan . Erika will be the fourth generation of the 

Easton family to be part of the family farm.
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COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Quality Wor k at Com petitive Prices

COMPLETE ELECTRICAL SERVICES
 Farm Services
 Line Locating
 Backup 

Generators
 Trenching

 Solar Panels 
& Installation

 Security 
Camera 
Systems

 Backhoe 
Services

 Gemstone 
Lights

306-435-3954
Moosomin, SK • tomselectric@sasktel.net

Rubberstone 
Cover your ugly 
concrete!
Sidewalks, 
Driveways, Decks, 
Horsetrailers

Flexstone 
20-year warranty. 
Flake on decks, 
garages and 
driveways

Polyspartic and 
Epoxy Flake on 
garage and 
basement floors
Tree Removal, 
Cutting & Stump 
Grinding
Farm yard windrow 
restoration
Industrial & 
Residential Hedge 
Trimming
Demolition 
(cabins, garages)

Light Carpentry
Deck Building
Lot sweeping
Skidsteer work
Auger holes
(4” to 24”-13” deep)
Certifi ed screw piles
Asphalt sealing & 
crack fi lling
(Commercial & Residential)
Landscaping, yard 
design, brick 
driveways and 
sidewalks, fi replaces

24:tfc

Call Bill - 306.577.1643
Find us on Facebook @ B&A Holdings LTD.

BY ERICA ADAMSON
Fairmede 4H Club held their Pub-

lic Speaking on Thursday March 10, 
2022. Here are the results: 

Peewee’s (not placed):
Brooklyn Van Meer
Colt Hall
Hayden Jamieson 
McKenna Jamieson

Cloverbud:
1-Jenna Leeds
2- Luke Greenbank
3- Tie. Bo  Schneider and Sawyer 

Van Meer

Junior:
1- Nate Greenbank

2- Cohen Neville
3- Erica Adamson

Intermediate:
1- Rory Greenbank
2- Levi Jamieson
3- Tie. Drew Leeds and Brooklyn 

Van Meer

Senior:
1- Cheyenne Jamieson

Winners in each category received 
a portfolio and had their name en-

-
ory of Angus Turpie and the Peewee 
division received a participation 
touque, all donated by Diane and 
Darcy Jamieson and family and Keith 

Turpie.
Due to weather, speeches were 

done by video text and we would like 
to thank our judges Coralyn Ander-
son, Sydni Wilson and Alex Woodrow 
for a fantastic job!

A few of our members went on to 
represent Fairmede at Districts which 
were held on Sunday March 13, 2022 
in Moosomin at Bethel United Church. 
A big thank you to our members for 
representing Fairmede at Districts: 
Cloverbuds Jenna Leeds and Sawyer 
Van Meer, Juniors Erica Adamson and 
and Cohen Neville and Intermediate 
Drew Leeds. Cohen Neville placed 
third in the Junior division at districts 
and Jenna Leeds placed third in the 
Cloverbud division as well.

Fairmede 4H Club Public Speaking

Photos by Brittany Fisk

Intermediate: Rory Greenbank, Drew Leeds 
and Levi Jamieson. Missing: Brooklyn Smith. Junior: Nate Greenbank, Cohen Neville and 

Erica Adamson.

PeeWee: Brooklyn Van Meer, Hayden Jamie-
son and Colt Hall. Missing: McKenna Jamie-
son.

Cloverbud: Luke Greenbank, Bo Schneider 
and Sawyer Van Meer. Missing: Jenna Leeds.
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Everyone is cringing 
at the price for fertilizers 
right now, considering it 
has nearly doubled since 
last season. Farmers can’t 
help but wonder “why do I 
even need to use fertilizer?” 
and is it worth the effort? 
In short, yes, but there are 
ways to better optimize fer-

Phosphate fertilizers are 
important because they are 

phosphorus (P) that the 
plant needs to grow. Phos-
phorus is required by plants 
for many vital functions, 
including photosynthesis 
and respiration. Phosphate 
is crucial for cell division 
and the development of 
new tissue, making it even 
more critical in early plant 
development. Studies have 
shown that early season 

-
ciencies later in the season. 

So why has the fertil-
izer price been going up so 
much lately? The short an-
swer is input prices are ris-
ing. The costs of the inputs 
in fertilizers have gone up 

diammonium phosphate 
(DAP) which has nearly 
doubled in price, which in-
creases the cost to produce 
phosphate fertilizers. Addi-
tionally, the cost of natural 
gas has gone up a lot over 
the past year, contributing 
to the rise of the fertilizer 
cost of production. And of 
course, one can’t help but 
notice the sky-rocketing 
prices of gasoline right 
now, as we are over 50 per 
cent more expensive than 
this time last year. This is 

escalating the cost of trans-
portation of products. 

Furthermore, changes in 
supply and demand have 
also had a large impact on 
the price of fertilizer. There 
have been price increases 
for many crops, like corn, 
soybeans, and wheat in the 
past year. This has increased 
the number of farmers look-
ing to grow these crops, and 
as these crops, particularly 
corn, often need more fertil-
izer, this has increased the 
demand for fertilizer. Many 
farmers often apply more 
fertilizer than necessary for 

the supply of fertilizers has 
been greatly impacted by 
many things, such as we 

are still experiencing some 
of the effects of the supply 
chain disruptions that have 
occurred due to Covid-19. 

As well as some complica-
tions with imports due to 
sanctions being put on ex-
ports and some countries 
limiting what their produc-
ers are allowed to export.

So, given all of that, is 
there a way to increase 

-
tentially lower the amount 
of fertilizer to be added to 
the soil this spring? There 
are several factors that af-
fect the availability of P in 
the soil. A major factor, es-
pecially in the Canadian 
prairies, is soil temperature. 
Low soil temperatures re-
duce P solubility. This and 

other environmental factors 
can be counteracted some-
what, by banding phos-
phate fertilizer, so that it 
is close to the seed, aiding 
in early root development. 
Additionally, biologicals 
which contain P solubiliz-
ing bacteria like XiteBio® 
Yield+ help to increase P 
availability either from 

-
ers, which in turn improves 
crop productivity through-
out the growing season re-
sulting in greater yield.

Story submitted by XiteBio

Ways to better optimize fertilizer efficiencies

We are now your local Bobcat Dealer!

2 miles north on Hwy #8   |   Moosomin, SK   |   info@rpmserviceltd.com

306-435-5800
www.rpmserviceltd.com

COME SEE US ON THE TRANS CANADA HIGHWAY IN BRANDON, MB!

204-726-8199 www.aats.ca

2022 IRON BULL 
14’ DUMP

$17,300

2022 TITAN 24’ 
STOCK GOOSENECK

$27,900

2022 TRUE NORTH 
20’ - 14K 

EQUIPMENT HAULER
$12,900

2022 TITAN ROYAL 
II 3-HORSE

$25,400

2022 TITAN PRIMO 
3 HORSE

$17,900

2022 TRUE NORTH 
14’ GALVANIZED 
DUMP TRAILER

$19,900
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www.HebertGrainVentures.com

Hebert Grain Ventures is an innovative and 

progressive large scale grain farm located at 

Fairlight, SK. We are seeking individuals for 

the following positions to join our team!

Class 1A Operator Truck Driver
Do you long for the opportunity to work in an entrepreneurial environment and 

help infl uence the direction of a dynamic company?

The successful candidate will have the following:

 Positive mindset, drive to succeed, and work well in a team environment

  Class 1A drivers license and clean driving record

  Knowledge and ability to operate agriculture equipment would be an 

asset

Apply to admin@hebertgrainventures.com

Summer Internship Position
WHAT YOU’LL DO:

 Field operations including but not limited to seeding, spraying and harvest

  Agronomy and fi eld scouting

WHAT WE OFFER:

  Competitive wages

  Housing and transportation

  Bonus and referral program

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:

  Use of granular farm management software

  Maximizing operational effi  ciency using My John Deere

  The latests John Deere technology

  Use of weather stations and algorithms to make nutrient and pesticide de-

cisions

Apply to admin@hebertgrainventures.com

Equipment Operator
If you like working in a high tempo environment and being on the cutting edge of 

farming practices, this is the job for you!

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

 Field operations including but not limited to seeding, spraying and harvest

  Agronomy and fi eld scouting

WHAT WE OFFER:

  Competitive wages

  Housing and transportation

  Bonus and referral program

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN:

  Use of granular farm management software

  Maximizing operational effi  ciency using the latest John Deere Technology

  Use of weather stations and algorithms to make nutrient and pesticide

decisions

Apply to admin@hebertgrainventures.com

Fleming, SK
306-435-2074

Open Wed - Sun
12 Noon - 9 pm

WEDNESDAY: 
Steak Night

THURSDAY: 
Pizza Night

FRIDAY: 
Appetizer Night
Steak Sandwich 
Special all day!

SATURDAY: 
Caesar Saturday 

& Special 
Burger Menu

SUNDAY: 
Special 

Burger MenuHAPPY HOUR
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.

NOW OPEN SUNDAYS!

255 Wellington St W, Virden Manitoba
Phone: 204-748-1200

Box 668, 21 Railway Ave, Redvers Saskatchewan
Phone: 306-452-6016  Fax: 306-452-6459

CARS   |   TRUCKS   |   ENGINES 
TRANSMISSIONS   |   HORSE TRAILERS 

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 
AIR CONDITIONING   |   SCANS   |   WHEEL ALIGNMENTS 

BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

Marek Zdunczyk
306-435-1717 • MOOSOMIN, SK

The Agricultural Producers Association 
of Saskatchewan (APAS) has launched 
an online survey to collect feedback from 
Saskatchewan producers about changes 
to agricultural programs that are up for 
renewal in 2023.

The federal and provincial governments 
are currently holding consultations for the 
next federal/provincial policy agreement 
that covers many aspects of agricultural 
programming, including business risk 
management, trade, research and envi-
ronmental programs.

APAS launched a Task Force last fall 
to review existing programs and prepare 
recommendations for these consulta-

tions. The Task Force has completed the 

producer feedback on potential changes 
to business risk management programs, 
such as Agrilnvest, AgriStability, and 
AgriInsurance, as well as federal trade 
and research programs. The Task Force is 
seeking feedback on 19 draft recommen-
dations, covering six program areas.

“These programs affect our operations 
as producers,” said Bill Prybylski, APAS 
Vice President and Chair of the NPF Task 
Force. “They also play an important role 

-
nancial backstop in place to protect our 
producers from economic and production 

risks like last year’s devastating drought. 
We want to hear directly from our mem-
bers and other organizations to ensure 
these recommendations meet the needs of 

producers from all sectors and areas of the 
province.” The Online Survey will remain 
open until the end of March and is acces-
sible through the APAS website.

APAS launches survey to gather feedback
on the next generation of farm programs
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IT’S HERE. coopag.ca

®Registered trademark of TMC Distributing Ltd., Saskatoon  S7K 3M9

Valleyview

LOCAL EXPERTISE. INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS.

Deven Bailey
Crop Supplies Manager

D.Bailey@valleyview.coop

204-761-1901

Tyler Clarke
Agronomist

T.Clarke@valleyview.coop

204-851-2756

Seed treatments are an effective way of ensuring your crop gets off 

to a good start, especially with farm-saved cereal seed that may be 

vulnerable to seed-and soil borne diseases like fusarium headblight.  Give 

us a call, we can help you determine the right seed treatment products 

for your farm and rotation.

BULK OIL PRODUCTS MANAGER

Jon Waines

j.waines@valleyview.coop

PETROLEUM MANAGER

Jamie Charette

petroleummanager@valleyview.coop

visit www.valleyviewco-op.crs to fi nd out 
about their referral program
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2019 NEW HOLLAND T9.645

$483,900
Stock: 09294B

2021 NEW HOLLAND SP370F

$560,900
Stock: 11109B

2015 ELMERS 2000

$122,900
Stock: 11775B

2019 NEW HOLLAND CR9.90Z

$540,900
Stock: 09297C

2019 NEW HOLLAND T9.645HD

$422,900
Stock: 10696B

2016 NEW HOLLAND CR9.90

$409,000
Stock: 06115B

2019 NEW HOLLAND SP410F

$499,900
Stock: 08997B

2013 BOURGAULT 5810

$44,900
Stock: 10342C

MOOSOMIN • 306-435-3610
MAZERGROUP.CA

AIR SEEDER HOSE
2 -1/2” Black 

$2.90/Foot
2-1/2” White 

$2.90/Foot

1” Black 

$1.04/Foot
1” White

$1.00/Foot

DIESEL EXHAUST FLUID
1041 Litre Tote - $995

Plus a $200 Core Charge

208 Litre Barrel  $295
9.46 Litre Box $16.50

According to a new 
study, western Canadian 
farmers have received 
nearly $33 in return 
through varietal improve-
ments for every dollar 
they invested in wheat 
breeding.

In 2021, the Canadian 
Wheat Research Coali-
tion (CWRC), which in-
cludes the Saskatchewan 
Wheat Development 
Commission, Alberta 
Wheat Commission, and 
Manitoba Crop Alliance, 
along with the Western 
Grains Research Foun-
dation (WGRF), and the 
Saskatchewan Winter Ce-
reals Development Com-
mission (SWCDC), began 
working together on a 
study to quantify the ben-

investments by western 
Canadian producers over 
the past 27 years.

The three farmer-led 
crop commissions com-
prising CWRC receive 
funding through manda-
tory but refundable pro-
ducer levies on grain sold. 
The commissions contrib-
ute a large portion of their 
budgets towards innova-
tive research on farmers’ 
behalf. Genetic and agro-
nomic advancements to 
achieve maximum yields, 
and achieving a consis-
tent end-use quality are 
properties on which the 
Prairie commissions base 
their research program-
ming.

“This study clearly in-
dicates that farmer invest-
ment in public breeding 
programs is working and 
is providing substantive 
returns to farmers,” says 
Fred Greig, Chair of the 
CWRC and Manitoba 
Crop Alliance representa-
tive. “Current informa-
tion will allow CWRC 
and wheat commissions 

investment strategy and/
or adjust it to better utilize 
farmers’ hard-earned dol-
lars.”

The CWRC, WGRF, and 
SWCDC worked with 
Dr. Richard Gray and Dr. 
Katarzyna Bolek-Callbeck 
to update the previous 
studies that examined 
wheat farmers’ return 
on investment (ROI) for 
wheat varietal develop-
ment.

Only yield improve-
ments were considered 
when calculating the ben-

the estimate as conserva-
tive as possible. Including 
other traits such as im-
proved insect and disease 
resistance would have 
further increased ROI but 

environmental conditions 

Improvements in agro-
nomic practices over the 
same period were also not 

estimates.
“Our measure is con-

servative because we 
don’t include many other 

provide a very defend-
able estimate because we 
can measure it accurate-
ly,” says Gray. “Wheat 
yields are something that 
everybody sees. They 
understand that the new 

varieties are better than 
the older varieties, yield-
ing better, and improved 
yields are the key trait that 
delivers value back to the 
producer.”

The report also outlines 
that varietal develop-
ment investments have 

all of society, with taxpay-
ers reaping the returns, as 
well. Enhancing breeding 
capacity and maintaining 
funding relationships and 
budgets will be key to en-
suring the continued suc-
cess of farmer investments 
in varietal development 
moving forward.

The full comprehen-
sive report is available at 
wheatresearch.ca.

  New study shows strong return on 
farmers’ investments in wheat breeding



Learn more at timetodigdeeper.com

#TIMETODIGDEEPER

Yet, one-sided Canada 
only extra costs are 
making it increasingly 

Scan the QR Code with 
your mobile phone to visit  
the website

Producing more potash  
in Canada is better for  
the world—and you.

Fewer emissions

Billions of dollars for 
our economy

More jobs

It’s time to dig deeper. 
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