HE WOR

Spectator

Growing numbers of mule deer have been causing issues for farmers across Saskatchewan. Alvin Nixon took this photo of mule deer in the area.

In response to concerns of producers:

Province considers extending deer season to cut numbers

BY SIERRA D’Souza Butts

Saskatchewan Environment Minister Dana Skoropad
told the World-Spectator that the provincial government
will be providing more hunting tags to help address the
overpopulation of deer.

In addition, the province will be looking at extending the
hunting season in areas with an overpopulation problem
as a long term solution for tackling the out of control deer
population.

“We’ve identified a number of hot spots whether it’s for
elk, whether it's for whitetail deer, whether it's for mule
deer, and it varies as you go around the province,” said
Skoropad.

“We've identified those hot spots, and in many of those
cases we will be providing more hunting opportunities to
better manage these wildlife populations.”

Skoropad said the resolution came forward after the
ministry of environment met with various people includ-
ing SARM, the SUMA advisory committee, the Wildlife
Advisory Committee, RMs, towns, Saskatchewan Crop In-
surance, and conservation officers.

“This is for the regulated hunting, to allow more oppor-
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tunities for hunting,” Skoropad said.

“I'm giving you an exclusive here—we’re also working
on a long term solution as well, that involves the possibil-
ity of looking at extended hunting season opportunities,
where we are still experiencing some management chal-
lenges.

“The management challenges were identified late into
the regular hunting season, and we're really using hunting
as our primary tool as we’ve always done, but allowing it
to be a little more flexible as well as to be able to manage
that.”

With the exploding deer population causing problems
for farmers—deer getting into feedstocks for livestock
producers and getting into grain bags—Skoropad said the
department wants to work with landowners.

“Right now we are trying to manage the wildlife popula-
tion through the regulated hunting,” he said.

“As far as working with the landowners, we encourage
them to certainly reach out to us. We need to understand
where these hot spots are so that we can make adjustments
where necessary.

“We encourage them to reach out to conservation offi-
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cers, and work through their conservation officers. That's
where we'll be going as of now.”

Tracking of deer numbers

across the province

Skoropad spoke about the methods the Government of
Saskatchewan uses to track the deer population across the
province.

“We've got a number of mechanisms in place to track
deer numbers. As far as the ministry goes, we do aerial and
ground surveys,” he said.

“We also take in hunter surveys. There’s also field re-
ports that come in from the general public in addition to
information that the RMs and communities would share
with us, information that our Wildlife Advisory Commit-
tee would have as well. It all comes together that way.”

Based on the feedback from people across the province,
Skoropad said they have noticed this year’s deer numbers
being higher compared to previous years. However, it var-
ies for the different areas. “What we do notice this year in
particular, there’s significant herding of the deer,” he said.

Continued on page B12 v=
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New USask researcher focuses on
growmg forage production

Dr. Breeanna Kelln (PhD) loves to connect the
dots, even when the dots are scattered and seem-
ingly unrelated.

“1 don’t fit into any box. I do interdisciplin-
ary work and because of that, I'm connecting all
these different pieces and I find the work to be
super exciting,” said Kelln, assistant professor in
the College of Agriculture and Bioresources and
the Beef Industry Research Chair in Integrated
Forage Management and Utilization at the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan. She holds a joint ap-
pointment in the departments of Plant Sciences,
and Animal and Poultry Science.

“Connecting the dots between the soil, the
plants and the animal is so needed from an in-
dustry perspective. And when I say it’s impor-
tant for industry, who is industry? It's the guys
and the gals feeding cows in minus-40 weather.
It's our duty to provide them with the resources
to do that properly and efficiently and profitably.
It's also our responsibility to help them tell their
story, especially when the environment comes
into play.”

Kelln has been connecting her own dots for
years. After high school, she wasn’t interested in
attending university but her mom enrolled her
anyway. She quit school at Christmas, got her
Class 1A truck driver licence and started driv-
ing a super-B truck hauling grain and fertilizer
across the Prairies.

“More than 20 years ago, that was quite unique — a sin-
gle woman driving a super B,” she laughed.

While it was a good life for a couple of years, Kelln knew
it wasn’t what she wanted as a career. Because she thought
she wasn’t smart enough for university, Kelln applied to
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Kelln will be supervising Tyler Peterson when he starts his
master's degree this spring. His research will begin in the
greenhouse one plant at a time before he takes his work to the
field next year.

attend Lakeland College. It wasn’t long before she realized
two things: she was smart enough because she is a hard
worker and she fit in with other students who were also
interested in the livestock industry. After her first year, she
transferred to USask. At the university, she studied under
Dr. Bart Lardner (PhD), completing her fourth-year proj-
ect looking at winter feeding options for cattle. That, in

turn, led to a more in-depth
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look as a master’s student in her thesis, The ef-
fects of winter-feeding systems on beef cow per-
formance, soil nutrients, crop yield and system
economics. She completed her master’s degree,
also under Lardner’s supervision, in 2010.

“I caught the research bug. Research really is
the forefront of knowledge. We got lots of trac-
tion with that extensive winter-feeding research.
I was able to do presentations on our research
and be a real service to producers by teaching
them what we learned.”

Lardner encouraged her to get a job in indus-
try before starting a PhD program. For almost 10
years, Kelln worked as an agronomist for various
companies helping producers find ways to grow
crops more efficiently and profitably while pro-
tecting the environment.

Meanwhile, Kelln and her husband, Greg Hill,
were building their farm near Duval, Sask., about
90 km north of Regina.

Although they were both raised on farms, their
operation is akin to a startup. Because they didn’t
inherit any land or cattle, they have purchased all
their land from family and neighbours. Over the
years, they grew their land base and cow herd
to 1,000 head. They disbursed their cow herd in
2019 and have diversified their operation from
strictly a cow-calf operation to a mixed farm with
a small cow herd, tame and native forages, grain
crops including oilseeds, cereals and pulses, and even a
commercial laying hen barn built in 2020.

“We laugh about where we are as a family. We are great
business partners. Greg's the hands-on partner and push-
es for constant growth of our operation. I'll drive truck,
but I'm not that involved in day-to-day operations.
Continued on page B6 v
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Farmers anxious to get to spring seeding

BY SIERRA D’Souza Butts

Farmers across southeast Saskatchewan see some chal-
lenges for this year’s crop—prices of grain and oilseeds
dropping, a late start to seeding—along with some of the
opportunities they see for the season ahead.

“Things are still looking fairly promising right now. I'm
just alittle bit nervous that we're getting later in the season
and we’re nowhere near starting,” said Mark McCorriston,
a Moosomin area farmer.

“There’s still snow in the field and there’s still snow in
the forecast. I'm not giving up hope, but I am starting to
get a little bit concerned that we haven’t been able to get
on the land yet.

“I checked back on the records to 1976 and I would say
we're still ahead of the average, but it wasn’t too many
years ago that we were seeding by April 19.

“T would like to be on the land by May 10. That's when
we would start to get really concerned if we weren't start-
ed, because then it would be getting kind of late.”

This year, McCorriston said he plans on seeding mostly
wheat and canola, and some barley.

“The prices for canola have dropped off substantially.
It's gone from the high of, let’s say, $25 a bushel, it's now
hovering around $16 a bushel,” he said.

“It's not horrible, but it’s definitely not as good as it has
been. Wheat has been hanging on between $10 and $11
which is pretty good. I'm confident that a guy can make
money with wheat.”

He said the higher grain prices are vital for farmers to
keep up with inflation.

“Barley has dropped off, it's more around $6 or $7 which
is again not horrible, but it’s not as high as it has been,”
said McCorriston.

“Equipment is more money, even fertilizer is more mon-
ey, and diesel is more money, and manpower is more mon-
ey. The prices haven’t dropped back to what they were a
few years ago, but they all dropped quit a bit. I would say
oats would be the worst.

“QOats used to be around $7 to $10 a bushel last year too,
and it's dropped right around the $3.50 to $4 mark. The
way I penciled it out, it just doesn’t really work for the
changing times so I don’t have any intentions on seeding
oats this year. Normally I would seed some oats, but I'm
going to skip it this year.”

Aside from crop prices dropping, McCorriston spoke
about some of the other challenges he expects to see dur-
ing this year’s season.

“The usual fuel would be an extreme factor. A farm op-

eration uses thousands and thousands of gallons of diesel
throughout the growing year," he said.

“Diesel is a major factor. Also, mother nature is not re-
ally co-operating. There were lots of years where you can
be on the land by April 1 doing some prep work, but right
now there’s still snow in spots on the field, and the fields
are muddy.

“Twould say mother nature and diesel fuel would be the
main factors that would worry me a bit about this year’s
growing season.”

McCorriston said wheat seems to be the most lucrative
crop for this year’s season.

“I think wheat looks very promising between $10 and
$11.1 feel like there’s money that can be made off of wheat,”
said McCorriston.

“I feel our area, Saskatchewan, is the wheat province.
Our area grows relatively good wheat crops. With the pric-
es right now, I feel confident that wheat is the best looking
crop for the year.

“Canola, I'm a little bit nervous about canola. It doesn’t
look very good on the spreadsheet right now. I've been toy-
ing with the idea of cutting some canola acres and growing
more wheat, but I haven’t made that move yet. It's defi-
nitely an idea in the back of my mind.

“Oats I can’t make it pencil out so I'm not doing any oats,
and barley I would say is hit or miss. The main reason I
grow barley is because part of it I'll be putting up for silage
for the livestock, and then the other part is we bale our
barley straw after we harvest. That’s also part of the ration
for feeding the cows.”

Thoughts about this year’s season

in the Esterhazy, Gerald area

Kevin Hruska, who farms the Esterhazy, Gerald,
Lagenburg, and Bredenbury areas, shares his wishes for
this year’s crop season.

“Our hopes are always to have a better year than last
year, which will be hard to do,” said Hruska.

“We're heading into good moisture conditions so I
think we're off to a good start.

“A little later than we’d like obviously, but not un-
usual for this area. A winter storm like this is expected
almost every year.”

Based on what Hruska is producing this year, he said
the costs reflect the same prices from the last three years.

“The commodity prices seem to be remaining really
strong. We’ve been able to sell a lot forward to protect
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our costs of inputs and things like that,” said Hruska.

“It all looks good. Costs are just skyrocketing faster
than we can even keep up to them, that’s disappointing.
It's kind of sucking the air out of the room a little bit on
that end of it.

“It’s back to the same old typical farming where you
have to be super diligent about cost of production, stuff
like that.

“The increase in costs absolutely absorbed a lot of the
profit and the higher commodity prices.”

He said some of the challenges that farmers will face
this year are due to inflation.

“Controlling costs on inputs will be challenging be-
cause of supply and demand,” Hruska said.

“There’s still a shortage of machinery and equipment.
We're in good shape that way, but some people if they
expanded their farms, they’re really being held ransom
as far as adding machinery, stuff like that.

“There’s a lot of profit taking going on in that indus-
try now because of the shortages, and Covid obviously
caused that to happen, the delays and problems in pro-
duction.

“I guess I see quite a bit of moisture to deal with, I
would say, going into the spring. Other than that I don’t
expect anything out of the ordinary as far as difficulties
and hurdles to get over. It’s the usual thing I would ex-

ect.”
P With the late winter storm in April, Hruska said he
hopes to be seeding during the second week of May.

“We circled May 8th on our calendar. We'll be lucky to
get going by then,” he said.

“Normally we would like to go the first Monday in
May and if we can’t get going by then, we go to the next
Monday. Hopefully by May 8th we can start going.”

Hruska spoke about the opportunities he sees for the
upcoming season.

“I see some pricing opportunities going into the fu-
ture, and I see some pretty good potential for moisture.
It doesn’t seem like we're in a drought trend this year,”
Hruska said.

“We're hopeful about everything really. As long as we
can get the crop in, get it up, and growing quickly is the
trick. That's the biggest challenge, is getting it in and get-
ting it established as soon as possible.

“I just wish everyone well, hopefully they get out on
their land and have a good year.”

Continued on page B5 v
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USask launches new University of
Saskatchewan Insect Research Facility

On April 5 the University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) launched the University
of Saskatchewan Insect Research Facil-
ity (USIRF), the first insect research facility
with quarantine capabilities in a western
Canadian university. Research conducted
in the new facility will boost Canadian ag-
riculture, protect the environment, reduce
risk to food security, and provide funda-
mental insight into insect ecology.

“The USIRF places USask in a unique
position among research institutions in
Canada,” said Dr. Baljit Singh, USask vice-
president of research. “This facility, and
the research it will lend itself to, is another
example of how USask is leading in the ar- |
eas of food security and agriculture. We are |
tackling important questions that will ulti- =
mately have an impact and better our com-
munities.”

Located in the Agriculture Building on the
USask Saskatoon campus, the 500-square-
foot insect quarantine facility is designed
to meet Canadian Food Inspection Agency
Plant Protection Containment Level-2A re-
quirements, allowing researchers to study
non-native insects and pathogens that
pose a potential threat to western Cana-
dian crops.

“Insects are an important part of agricultural ecosys-
tems but some present huge economic and environmen-
tal risk,” said Dr. Sean Prager (PhD), USask entomologist
and USIRF research lead.

“The USIRF provides us a space to pre-emptively
study how these pests would work in our environment
and with Saskatchewan crops before they become an is-
sue. This facility also allows us to involve students in this
research, which means we can train students at the high-
est level of entomological research.”

The bio-secure insect-rearing and quarantine facility
employs mechanical and operating safeguards to pre-
vent accidental release and cross-contamination of harm-
ful species. The USIRF contains climate-controlled cham-
bers for sustaining insects and infested plants, and space
for conducting experiments.

The USIRF supports collaborations between pest re-
searchers and USask Crop Development Centre plant
breeders. With the increased researcﬁ capacity, USask re-
searchers will be able to develop proactive methods of
managing insects, resulting in new ways to predict pest
outbreaks, decrease pesticide use, and develop new pest-
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“Our researchers will be able conduct the high-impact
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entomological research needed in Saskatchewan to de-
velop more sustainable pest-management options and
mitigate future risk,” said Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn
(PhD), dean of the College of Agriculture and Biore-
sources.

“These discoveries will have economic benefit for pro-
ducers and help protect our agricultural ecosystems.”

Funding for the USIRF was provided by $500,000 from
the Western Grains Research Foundation (WGREF) as part
of its $32 million Capacity Initiative, $285,000 from the
Canada Foundation for Innovation, $70,000 from the Sas-
katchewan Canola Development Commission, $70,000
from Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, $70,000 from the
Saskatchewan Wheat Development Commission, and
$50,000 from USask.

=
| —
s
=
=
—
o
e
-
o

Expert Advice,
Extraordinary Service

Includes phone support ior the year (during and af-
ter-business hours), on-farm calls throughout the
growing season, pre-season calibrations/software
upgrades, operator training and in-field tuning of ma-
chinery and technology functions

Jeff Brown e Carlyle, SK ¢ 306-575-9050
= Precision ) v
Farming Displays — swe- asser  AGIRON
> Auosesr  DLSCISien  evengimy
Systems [REDEKOP | xm
- Application e &
Control Systems @ B Tritnble oSt
-> And more! " .
wy, Pattisén [E
@ Capstan/ Agri ———

Add boom recirculation to your sprayer for this growing
season, we have kits from Raven and BRS for Case IH,
New Holland, Rogator and John Deere sprayers.

*Sprayer must have
nozzle control system
“====""=t0 be compatible with
\ boom recirculation

Contact Matt or Jeff at

Www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

6-434-6485

€©) www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

Full Exterior Renos
Full Interior Renos
Custom Decks
Drywall Painting
Home Maintenance
Siding, Soffit & Fascia

Tile, Laminate, Hardwood
Kitchen Back Splashes
Basement Development
Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!




Monday, April 24, 2023 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

B5

Government of Saskatchewan grants $90,000 to support
ground-breaking Chronic Wastmg Disease research

dents,” Dr. McLoughlin said. “We are very grateful for the
province’s interest and financial support in this important
research.”

Woodland caribou are a species at risk, and the spread
of CWD and meningeal worm into the boreal forest poses
a significant threat to their survival, as well as the surviv-
al of other cervid species. The presence of CWD in deer of
the SK2 woodland caribou range and the northwesterly
spread of meningeal worm has heightened the urgency
to further understand transmission risks for caribou and
other boreal species.

This grant builds upon previous funding from the Fish
and Wildlife Development Fund to a larger umbrella proj-
ect led by Dr. McLoughlin involving moose ]i] pulations
and the spread of meningeal worm in Saskatchewan.

The Government of Saskatchewan is committed to sup-
porting this vital research and recognizes the importance
of this work to the conservation of woodland caribou, as
well as the food security of Indigenous people.

The Government of Saskatchewan has announced a
$90,000 grant to support innovative research out of the
University of Saskatchewan to study the spread of chron-
ic wasting disease (CWD) and meningeal worm in wood-
land caribou and other boreal species.

Through this grant, the University of Saskatchewan’s
Dr. Phil McLoughlin and his team will study the popu-
lation dynamics of deer in the southeastern part of the
caribou range.

This work uses state-of-the-art radio collars and trail
cameras, enabling the team to better understand animal
movements and develop a comprehensive transmission
model.

The results of this research will provide the Saskatch-
ewan Ministry of Environment with valuable insights to
develop science-based policies and management actions
that prioritize the conservation of woodland caribou and
their habitat.

“We know these diseases put the long-term survival of
woodland caribou and other boreal species at risk, which
is why we are proud to support Dr. McLoughlin’s inno-
vative research,” Environment Minister Dana Skoropad
said. “This grant reflects our government’s commitment
to protecting Saskatchewan’s unique wildlife and habi-
tat, including our threatened woodland caribou popula-
tions.”

“The goal of our research is to provide practical tools,

knowledge, and options,
and build the capacity to
conserve the Boreal Plains
ecosystem while safeguard-
ing the core socio-ecological
needs and values of resi-
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Farmers anxious for
warm spring weather

v Continued from page B3
Agronomist says soil

moisture recharged

Wendy Schatz Leeds, lead agronomist
with Sharpe’s Crop Services, said soil
moisture conditions are great for the start
of the crop year.

“It’s setting out to be a really good sea-
son for us. We had good soil moisture re-
charge in the fall,” said Schatz Leeds.

“Really, our winter snowfall wasn’t ab-
normal. Luckily we fared better than the
south did in this last snowfall. Let's say
Estevan and Weyburn that got a foot of
snow, the snow here should just melt in.

“We should be fully recharged with
moisture for our season. That gives us a
good start at excellent yield potential.”

Schatz Leeds was asked if farmers
should be concerned about the snowfall
in April.

“We didn’t need this, but in the long run
we didn’t really have a ton of snow,” she
said.

“If we had a foot of snow like the area
more south of us did, then that would've
been more of an issue.

“This will soak in. If we get some dry
weather following this, as long as our top-
soil is able to handle the equipment and
doesn’t compact too much, we should be
okay.”

She spoke about what the biggest im-
pact would be on farmers if they seed too
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late in the season.

“We have seeded this early in years past,
but last year is a great example where we
were quite delayed and yield ended up
being very good,” said Schatz Leeds.

“Delayed seeding, especially in wheat,
can reduce yield.

“There’s a higher yield potential if you
seed earlier with wheat. It sort of misses
the heat window in July, it likes it cooler.
The wheat can grow in cooler weather,
but we’re by no means late.”

Schatz Leeds said farmers should be
able to start seeding in early May.

“Hopefully we'll get to start planting
the first week of May,” she said.

“For the next seven days, our weather
for the long range is still below normal
for temperatures so that is an issue. The
nights are really cool so what happens is
the soil doesn’t get a chance to warm up
as much.

“But, you can seed wheat into three de-
grees celsius soil. Luckily we start with
that crop because we have more flexibility.

“Canola needs warmer soil, about 10
degrees celsius soil so we wouldn’t be
able to seed canola without some strug-
gles right now, but as soon as we can get
on the land, wheat does fine in these con-
ditions.

“It would be nice to see the beginning of
May, but it may be the weekend of May 7
which is still not late.”
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New USask researcher focuses
on growing forage productlon

w Continued from B2

“T enjoy helping with planning and manage-
ment of the farm, but I don’t want to be on the
farm full-time. While I love bcmg3 involved in
our farm, I need my own thin,

Kelln defended her PhD %\e%x% Improving
grazing capacity through introduction of bloat
free legumes in existing pasture stands, in Au-
gust 2022. But she is quick to dismiss the notion
that she’s the brain and Greg’s the brawn.

“I learn so much more from Greg most days
of the week because his knowledge of the cow-
calf business and of how our farm works is in-
credible. This is his life’s work.”

It'sa lEierspective Kelln takes when she is talk-
ing with cattle and forage producers.

“When I go to give a talk, I'm likely going to
learn just as much, if not more, from the people
sitting in the audience than I am able to teach
them. It’s a humbling experience.”

Kelln divides her time between research, ex-
tension and, starting next year, teaching. All
three are connected and feed into each other.
Sometimes researchers drive change as they
test out new ideas but sometimes it’s the pro-
ducers driving the change. Early adopters and
innovators in the cattle business will often try
something new even to researchers. And then
the researchers are catching up, testing out the
ideas to determine if they warrant a change in
Ppractice.

“Let’s put some numbers and stats to what
those early adopters are doing so we can under-
stand exactly what's happening on farm. That's
really important so other producers can decide
whether they are going to adopt that practice
or not, or maybe the early adopters are on the
right track and we can tweak it a bit and make a
good idea even better.

“Going back to my husband, I use him some-
what as a litmus test in terms of what are good
ideas and what are practical ideas, what is eas-
ily implemented. In my role at the university, I
want to expand and talk to all kinds of produc-
ers to find out what they are doing, what they
are needing. Let’s work together to benefit the
industry.”

Kelln becomes animated when talking about
her research ideas.

“The fun part is starting from scratch with a
question, working it through a project and then
being able to deliver that information to the pro-
ducers. The future is now. The research that I
want to do is research that's going to be appli-
cable and make a difference on farms now with

best management practices and blueprints that producers

can take to their farms.”

Kelln will be supervising a master’s student starting

BICK’S ELKHORN

204-851-0666

Dr. Bree Kelln (PhD) presented her integrated forage systems
research proposal at the Beef and Forage Research Forum on
March 2.

With Dr Bree KeIIn s (PhD) superV|S|on Tyler Peterson’s re-
search will involve seeding cicer milkvetch, sanfoin and alfal-
fa, each with meadow bromegrass, to idenfity optimal seeding
rates for such binary blends. Peterson, who grew up on a mixed
farm between Dalmeny and Langham, graduated from Dalmeny
High School in 2019.

this spring. Leading the team that includes soil scientist
Dr. Jeff Schoenau (PhD) and plant scientist Dr. Bill Bil-
igetu (PhD), Kelln and the others will work together to
determine the optimal seeding rate for legumes when a
producer decides to sod-seed a pasture in need of reju-

® Septic Trucks
* Towing
¢ CAA &More

Fully Licensed

Shop
204-845-1003

laughed.
“Nothing is ever happen-
inE fast enough for me. I feel
uge responsibility and I
want to deliver on this.”

venation or seed a mixed species forage blend.
It seems like a basic question, but it’s one that
hasn’t been answered. If rejuvenating pastures
is important, and it is, it's equally important to
provide guidelines based on science on how to
do that, says Kelln.

The issue is critical. Beef and forage produc-
ers are facing higher land prices and using fewer
acres for hay and pasture. Between 2011 and
2016, hay and pasture area in Canada declined
by 1.1 million hectares as farmers converted
land to annual crop production. Much of the
land that is used for perennial forage is becom-
ing less and less productive with yields decreas-
ing. From 1980 to 1990, the 10-year average was
2.2 tons per acre compared to the average over
the past 10 years, 2012 to 2022, which was 1.7
tons per acre.

“It’s essential to have healthy forages. Forages
are providing a feed source for cattle, which is
incredibly important to grow our industry, but
they are also providing ecological goods and
services, they are providing habitat for endan-
gered species, they are providing environmen-
tal benefits.”

The Beef Industry Research Chair in Inte-
grated Forage Management and Ultilization
was established in response to concerns raised
by the beef and forage industries. Funding for
the chair comes from a variety of organizations
including the Beef
Cattle  Research
Council, the Sas-
katchewan Cattle-
men’s Association,
the governments
of Canada and
Saskatchewan
through the Cana-
dian Agricultural
Partnership, and
the Global Insti-
tute for Food Secu-
rity at USask.

If producers on
the Prairies are
going to increase
beef production,
they will need
to feed their ani-
mals.

Kelln is eager to
help.

“I'm not a pa-
tient person,” she
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Deer populatlon a concern across the province

BY SIERRA D’Souza Butts

The exploding deer pop-
ulation is causing problems
for farmers, with the deer
causing damage, getting
into feedstocks for livestock
producers, and getting into
grainbags.

“We have had several
conversations about deer
and the wildlife damage,”
said Bill Prybylski, Vice
President of the Agricultur-
al Producers Association of
Saskatchewan (APAS).

“Some of the issues that
have been identified is the
damage that’s been hap-
pening to some of grain
bags that are still out there.

“We've had some issues
with deer getting into feed-
stocks, and getting into the
hay stacked up for live-
stock. There have also been
swath grazing incidents
where people have left
some swaths and the deer
come clean it up.

“There’s certainly been
some significant losses for producers
caused by wildlife.”

With the issue being of great concern
to farmers, APAS plans on developing a
policy to suggest the government give
landowners access to extra hunting tags to
tackle the out of control deer population.

“We have been talking about it, we
haven’t had an official policy, but at our
AGM we did have some resolutions
passed with regards to some compensa-
tion for livestock damage,” said Prybylski.

“As well, we talked about landowner
tags as a possibility, just to reduce the
number of deer that are out there. Those
are some of the things we talked about,
but we haven’t adopted an official policy

et.

“We would like to see, maybe, land-
owners accessing an extra tag just because
landowners that have deer on their prop-
erty, we're basically feeding them and in a
lot of cases not getting anything back from
them.”

Although deer usually come into farm-
yards and towns around this time of the
year, Prybylski said there seem to be much
larger numbers of deer causing issues this
year. “There’s always some damage from

Virden MB
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livestock every year. For whatever reason
this year seems to be particularly bad,”
Prybylski said.

“I think it’s because there was a lot of the
snow out in the field this year, and I think
the numbers of wildlife out there have just
been steadily increasing over the last sev-
eral years to the point where there’s a lot
of deer out there.

“Everyone likes to see the wildlife out
there and that's great. They are great for
the environment, but when the numbers
get to be too much they start to cause dam-
age.

“SGI claims have certainly increased
because of collisions with wildlife on the
highways. Also, if the health of the (deer)
population starts to decline there will be
more disease within the animal herd. Con-
trolled numbers is believed to be the an-
swer.”

Concerns addressed to
ministry of environment
Ray Orb, president of the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural Municipalities
(SARM) said SARM reached out to the
province’s environment minister to ad-
dress the concerns people have shared

T e

204-748-1122

Farmers are worrled about Iarge numbers of deer getting into feedstocks and grain bags and
causing damage.

about the deer population.

“We've been hearing a lot from produc-
ers and RMs about the abnormally high
numbers of whitetail deer and elk getting
into farmers’ haystacks, making a mess
with grain bags, things like that,” said Orb.

“We’ve been hearing a lot about it. We're
getting more complaints every day from
people who have concerns out in the ru-
ral areas. We put in a request to talk to the
minister of environment.

“Unfortunately we haven’t heard any-
thing back from the ministry other than
they are looking at trying to resolve it.

“When we met with the minister, about
10 days ago, I did relay the message that
this is something really urgent. He prom-
ised he was going to get back to us on a
strategy.”

Orb was asked what he thinks people
should be doing in the meantime.

“Right now we're getting into the time
of year where the deer are starting to dis-
perse back into their natural habitats and

starting to move out of the
yards a bit,” he said.

“I would say the dam-
age has already been done,
unfortunately, for this year,
but we certainly want a plan
in place for next year if this
happens again.

“Some of the issues were
brought on by the early
snowfall, the large amount
of snowfall, the rain that's
mixed with the snow that re-
ally made it tough for them
to get to their feed source
out in the field.

“It was sort of an odd year
I think, but certainly we
want some sort of a plan in
place so hopefully it can be
mitigated next year. Another
request that we have is that
there is a Wildlife Advisory
Committee that's in place
in Saskatchewan. SARM is
on that committee and we
asked the minister to recon-
vene that advisory commit-
tee as soon as possible.

“Some of the things they
do talk about is the draw tags and the
seasons for the timing of all of that. They
really believe the ministry has to change
some of those things. We can’t continue to
operate like this where there is no change,
that things are the same, but farmers are
suffering from the consequences.”

RMs offering

coyote bounties

In relation to the overpopulation of
deer, Orb spoke on the coyote bounties
that were put out last week by three RMs
in southern Saskatchewan—the RM of
Weyburn, Cymri and Estevan. The coyote
population ﬁlas grown along with the deer
population.

“The coyotes were pretty prevalent this
winter because of the weather with the
large amount of snowfall,” said Orb.

Continued on page B12 v
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Canadian producers increasingly

confident in use of digital data:

Canadian agriculture pro-
ducers are becoming more
comfortable with the adoption
of digital data tools and farm
management software, bolster-
ing their trust in the technology
according to a RealAgristudies
survey.

The survey shows how farm-
ers are adopting digital tools
and managing data, includ-
ing how those practices have
evolved since AgExpert con-
ducted a survey on the same
topic in 2018. In the RealA-
gristudies survey, 66 per cent
of respondents said they feel
the companies that handle their
data are doing a good or excel-
lent job. That's a 31 per cent
increase from the survey con-
ducted by AgExpert four years
ago that asked the same ques-
tion.

“There was tremendous up-
take by respondents to this
survey which signals that digi-
tal farm management is top
of mind for producers,” said
Justin Funk, Agri Studies Inc.
managing partner. “We learned
that farmers are not just using data but are making it a
priority to do more with it in the future as they make im-
portant farm management decisions.”

Over 90 per cent of respondents said they use some
form of data to manage production on the farm and 60
per cent say they are moderate or extensive users of farm
data. Survey respondents cited the ability to make better
decisions and to help manage costs as the top benefits of
using digital data.

“While cutting costs is important, farmers may be be-
ginning to see more holistic benefits as well,” said Funk.
“They are also seeing increased efficiency, better organi-
zation and increased profitability, which all contribute to

Be part of

Wit

Over 90 per cent of resp

a well-run operation.”

Compared to the 2018 AgExpert survey, the 2022 Rea-
IAgristudies survey indicated that many farmers feel
more comfortable sharing their data; however, some feel
less comfortable.

“Companies that ranked as the most trustworthy by
customers are also certified as Ag Data Transparent,”
explained Funk. “That is a group that subscribes to a
set of core principles around the collection, use, storing
and sharing of farm data. It speaks to the role the digital
data industry has in earning the trust of farmers by be-
ing transparent and working with customers to help them
understand how their information is used.”

The Real Agristudies survey suggests those who are the
biggest users of farm digital
data platforms and technol-

0 international delegates from over
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ondents said they use some form of data to manage production
on the farm and 60 per cent say they are moderate or extensive users of farm data.

survey

ogy are also the most confident
in its safety.

“With today’s rising costs,
producers are wisely looking at
how to be more efficient. Using
any digital data tool can help
producers benefit from time, la-
bour and cost efficiencies,” said
Krista Kilback, manager, FCC
AgExpert. “Once you identify
where you want to find an ef-
ficiency, you can find a tool to
match. For example, one cus-
tomer wants to keep track of
grain in the bin; that is the best
efficiency on their farm and
there is technology for that. An-
other farmer found AgExpert
accounting  software brought
him the accurate financial infor-
mation he needed in real time
instead of having to sift through
books and not have information
when he needed it.”

The benefits are well docu-
mented. When farmers see
profitability by the acre, they
can fully understand their cost
of production, develop special-
ized seeding plans, and run sce-
narios to know how to make the
most advantageous decisions. The shareability of records
also means quicker, more precise communication with
farm partners.

The survey suggests Canadian producers are on a tra-
jectory towards increased use and trust of digital farm
management, positioning the industry for continued sta-
bility and growth in the future as individual operations
adopt the agricultural management practices that are
right for them.

The survey was conducted in November 2022 using the
Real Agristudies Insights Panel, along with AgExpert sub-
scribers. The survey is accurate +/- four per cent with 95
per cent confidence. RealAgristudies is a partnership be-
tween the AgMedia company, RealAgriculture and Agri
Studies.
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BY KEITH GABERT

Flea beetles are the pest of greatest
economic risk to canola production, ac-
cording to our 2022 Canola Council of
Canada survey of canola growers. With
more striped species, which emerge ear-
lier in the spring and seem more tolerant
of common seed treatments, and with
spring weather conditions that chal-
lenge rapid crop emergence, flea beetle
damage seems worse than ever.

Canola growers have two major objec-
tives to reduce the risk.

Objective A: Rapid canola emer-
gence

The ideal flea beetle buster is a canola
crop that establishes quickly with five to
eight plants per square foot. More plants
mean more food for the flea beetles,
which limits the damage per plant.

Scenarios that require multiple in-
season foliar sprays are often the result
of a slow-establishing, non-competitive
crop. Many factors can cause this, in-
cluding moisture, temperature, plant
populations, seed treatment and overall
flea beetle numbers.

Management steps to reduce the risk
include:

® Seed shallow into warm, moist soil.
Consider seeding cereals first as they
can tolerate cooler spring soils. Seed
canola after soils have warmed up and
ideally just before or after a spring rain.

e Use an advanced seed treatment to
improve flea beetle protection in high-
risk areas. These include Buteo Start,
Lumiderm, Fortenza and Fortenza Ad-
vanced.

e Use safe rates of seed-placed fertil-
izer. The recommendation is to use only
phosphorus in the seed row at rates of
20 Ib./ac. of actual phosphate. Higher
rates of seed-placed fertilizer can add
more stress, slow the pace of growth
and reduce the stand.

Objective B: Effective foliar sprays

Fields under moisture stress may not

sunrisecu.mb.ca f @ it
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meet objective “A”. Flea beetles love
dry conditions, crops don’t. In that case,
growers should set up for effective foliar
insecticide.

What makes a spray effective?

First, apply it at the right time. Action
thresholds for canola are when damage
exceeds 25 per cent cotyledon or leaf
area loss. However, in warm weather
with actively feeding flea beetles and
slow-growing crop, this threshold can
be passed quickly.

Growers will want to anticipate the
speed at which damage is developing
and proactively begin spraying before
25 per cent defoliation. In some cases,
early spraying around headlands may
be enough when damage is localized
from flea beetles entering the field edge.

“Right time” is also when flea beetles
are most active. Warm, dry and calm are
good conditions for spraying. In rainy
cool weather, flea beetles often take shel-
ter in the soil and don’t feed as much. In
these conditions, insecticides, which all
rely on contact with the flea beetle tar-

1)

Left: Two species of flea beetle—striped and crucife—on the same
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canola plant. Striped species emerge earlier in the spring and seem
more tolerant of common seed treatments. Above: Farmers can reduce
flea beetle risk with a canola crop that establishes quickly with five to
eight plants per square foot. More plants mean more food for the flea
beetles, which limits the damage per plant. Source: Canola Council of

Canada

get, will have lower efficacy.

Second, consider the temperature ef-
fect on insecticide efficacy. On spray
days with highs over 25°C, malathion
and Sevin XLR may provide better re-
sults. On days with highs below 20°C,
pyrethroids (Decis, Pounce, Perm-UP
and others) will show better results.
Pyrethroids have restrictions when tem-
peratures exceed 25°C.

Third, achieve coverage. Flea beetle in-
secticides do most of their work through
contact. Because young canola plants
take up only a small percentage of the
ground area and because flea beetles are
small targets, effective contact requires
adequate water (at least 10 gal/ac.) and
medium nozzles.

Check labels for specific nozzle recom-

Call your local Sunrise branch for more information.

mendations. Low-drift nozzles, which
are a good practice for some herbicides,
produce a coarse spray droplet that may
not provide efficient flea beetle contact.
Without coverage, results may not be as
good as hoped.

This is just a quick overview of the
top points. Continue regular scouting
for flea beetle damage until your crop is
well established. For more on flea beetle
management tips and how to make the
spray decision, please see our agrono-
my-based articles in the Insects section
at canolawatch.org /fundamentals.

Keith Gabert is an agronomy specialist
and insect management lead for the Canola
Council of Canada. Email gabertk@canola-
council.org.
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“I certainly don’t want to speak
to one area of the province in this
regard, but certainly as the gen-
erality winter came around early,
and it looks like we're not quite
through it, this has created a chal-
lenge,” said Skoropad.

“We're looking at many cases
of food shortage, shelter issues as
well, and deer travel many kilo-
metres in some cases when win-
ters are like that.

“We're hearing a lot of herd-
ing which does then create issues,
and issues that we hear from pro-
ducers, ranchers and residents of
many communities.

“It depends on what area you're
in, in the province, and depends
on what species you're looking
at. The last couple of years we've
had a really good habitat so we
certainly see it a little bit higher.

“Thus, we try to inform the
individual wildlife management
zone to work as best as we can.”

Skoropad explained what the
government’s policy is for man-
aging the extensive number of
deer in RMs and farmlands that
are causing issues for farmers.

“What we try to do each and ev-
ery year is manage deer and other
ﬁ)ecies in the province, wildlife in

e province, through regulated
hunting,” said Skoropad.

“That becomes our main tool

and we certainly try to get it right
when it comes to the hunting al-
locations in each of the wildlife
management zones.

“Beyond that, we certainly en-

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

In response to concerns of producers:

Province considers extendmg deer season to cut numbers

courage landowners,
wise, to engage with their local
conservation officers who have a
number of strategies.

“Also, more particular for pro-

Concerns about the overpopulation of deer across certain areas in Saskatchewan
have been addressed by the provincial government with plans for adding additional
hunting tags, and extending the hunting season for next year. Photo credit: Alvin Nixon.

or other-
Saskatchewan Crop

ducers and ranchers, to work with
Insurance
Corporation. There’s some fund-
ing available for some preven-
tive measures that can be put in

Monday, April 24, 2023

place.”

The Saskatchewan Crop Insur-
ance Corporation allows farmers
to apply for compensation for
livestock and feedstock damage.

“That said, there certainly are
some variables there and we
know the weather is a really big
variable, but those are certainly
some tools that we’ve got in place
presently,” he said.

Skoropad said the concerns
about deer on peoples properties
have only been raised in certain
areas of the province.

“I wouldn’t say it's been across
the province, but I would certain-
ly say in areas of the province,” he
said.

“As I mentioned before, it de-
pends on the species as well.
What's a problem in one area as
far as the population goes in some
cases is not even a point of con-
versation in another.

“We've certainly heard, and
we’'ve worked closely, we’ll con-
tinue to work closely, I want to
stress, with SARM in particular.

“We met with SARM just a
number of weeks ago and we'll
continue regular touch points
throughout tﬁe year to ensure that
we're really being able to address
this appropriately.

“As well to hear and under-
stand fully what s happening on
the ground.

Deer population a concern across the province

v Continued from page B7

“The RMs have imposed their own coy-
ote bounties, that's because they have a lot
of problems in that area with coyotes going
after the calves.

“The province had that bounty back in
2009 where there were a number of coyotes
that were taken out of the rural area of the

province, but those populations are back
now, and they can cause a lot of damage as
well towards farmers calves.

“Unfortunately it is an ongoing issue.”

With coyotes being a concern to farmers
and people in rural areas, Orb was asked
if he thinks the bounty will help solve the
issue.
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“The RMs have their autonomy to be
able to do this or whatever they think will
help. We're not discouraging any RM for
doing that, that's for sure,” he said.

“I think it does control the concern. It
may be a shorter term plan, maybe if you
looked into the longer term it doesn’t make
as much of a difference as you want to. I

think that depends on the species surviv-
ing and being proliferated at the same time.

“Every year it would be different. It's
sort of a wait and see thing, but immedi-
ately I think our RMs feel the need to do
that because they need to try to project and
mitigate the damage that the farmers are
feeling right now.”
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in-stock products!

Normal
Tension Barb
$98.%/spool

99¢ /sgft

High
Tension Barb
$68.%/spool

| Joist
20" x 40’
$338.8%/pc

Ambiance
Wild Merbau

e - T

(&

-
-
$1.29/sqft

DISCOUNT CENTRE 204-683-2416

ST. LAZARE, MANITOBA

fdsales@mts.net




Monday, April 24, 2023

Ag News - Moosomin, Sask.

B13

Canada, Saskatchewan invest in 21 infrastructure
projects, including bridge in RM of Antler

Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Infrastructure and
Communities, and Saskatchewan’s Gov-
ernment Relations Minister Don McMor-
ris, have announced a joint investment of
more than $42.1 million to support 21 in-
frastructure projects across the province.

Several rural areas will see infrastruc-
ture improvements. These include bridge
replacements in the rural municipalities
of Antler No. 61, Caledonia No. 99, Hud-
son Bay No. 394, Keys No. 303, Lacadena
No. 228, Lumsden No. 189, Mervin No.
499, Orkney No. 244, Poplar Valley No.
12, Preeceville No. 334, Porcupine No. 395
and Torch River No. 488. This work with
help improve the transportation systems
of these communities.

Funding also will support the con-
struction of a new arena in the City of
Lloydminster, which will feature two in-
door and one outdoor regulation-sized
rinks, including sledge hockey-friendly
amenities. The building will include ac-
cessible seating and washrooms for spec-
tators and dressing rooms for hockey
teams. The new arena will be an inclusive
and accessible space where residents can
gather to enjoy sports and community
events.

Residents of the Town of Balgonie will
benefit from the construction of an aquat-
ic centre, featuring a 430-square metre
outdoor swimming pool with spacious
changerooms and a zero-depth beach
pool entry, enabling access for residents
of all abilities and ages. The project also
includes the installation of a regulation
compliant circulation and water treat-
ment system which improves water qual-
ity, and a high-efficiency heating system,
which will keep the pool at a comfortable
temperature.

The Resort Village of Cochin is receiv-
ing funding for the rehabilitation of their
breakwater, a structure that protects
against erosion, maintains fish spawn-
ing area, and allows for free movement of
water between lake systems. It also pro-
vides a scenic community-centred area

$21 Million

Strengthening Communities

sskaichewan o Saskarchewan !,

for public gathering and fishing. Once
completed, these improvements will re-
habilitate the existing breakwater.

“The investments we are making will
improve the (]]q ality of life of residents
across Saskatchewan,” LeBlanc said. “We
will continue working with our partners
to invest in community infrastructure
and build a better future for all Saskatch-
ewanians.”

“Our government continues to invest
important infrastructure dollars in com-
munities across Saskatchewan and is
proud to provide nearly $22 million in
provincial funding toward these projects,”
McMorris said. “Once completed, these
projects will mean a more efficient rural
transportation system to further support
Saskatchewan'’s  export-based economy
and create greater recreation opportuni-
ties and gathering places, strengthening
the hearts of communities.”

“The funding committed from both the
Government of Canada and the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan toward this im-
portant event facility project is very much
appreciated by the City of Lloydminster,”
City of Lloydminster Mayor Gerald Aal-
bers said. “When construction is complet-
ed, this new infrastructure will be trans-

Redvers ~

\ AG & SUPPLY LTD.

BOX 150 (Corner of Hwy 8 & 13)
REDVERS, SK. S50C ZHO

306-452-3444
redvers.agricultural®sasktel.net
www.redversag.ca

Your local
Kubota
Dealer

I\ hntg

formational to our community and region
by allowing us to attract an array of large-
scale events and entertainment options.
It will also support enhanced recreation
and culture opportunities for people of all
ages and all abilities.”

“The Resort Village of Cochin appre-
ciates the federal and provincial invest-
ments to help our breakwater rehabili-
tation project become a reality,” Resort
Village of Cochin Mayor Harvey Walker

the

said. “When the work is finished, it will
extend the service life of this important
infrastructure, which is key to ensuring
recreation opportunities for all who live,
work, play and visit the area.”

The Government of Canada is invest-
ing $20,133,458 toward these projects.
The Government of Saskatchewan is in-
vesting $21,986,742. Recipient communi-
ties are contributing $23,846,620 and re-
sponsible for any additional costs.

éﬁmers gear up for
Sy spring season,

be diligent and stay safe.

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain
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USask students training for the
future in agrlculture technology

Dr. lan Stavness (right), associate professor in the College of Arts
and Science, and Enhancement Chair at USask’s Global Institute for
Food Security.

University of Saskatchewan photo

BY KATIE BRICKMAN-YOUNG

Graduate students at the University of Saskatchewan (USask) will experience a one-
of-a-kind training opportunity thanks to a new program that has received a $1.6 million
grant from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC).

The NSERC CREATE grant in Computational Agriculture will exilore the deep-root-
ed collaboration between plant and computer sciences at USask. The unique program
will enhance the shift towards data-rich processes in the agricultural sector to drive
economic competitiveness and environmental sustainability.

“This is an exciting opportunity for advanced training. This program builds on the
strength that we have at the University of Saskatchewan in computer and plant science,”
said Dr. Ian Stavness (PhD), associate professor in the College of Arts and Science, and
Enhancement Chair at USask’s Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS). “USask has
been promoting and cultivating their signature areas [of research] and agriculture is one
of them. T think this [funding] is recognition of our current world-leading place in this
field.”

Over the course of six years, the program will offer dedicated cross-disciplinary train-

ing in agricultural and computer science to 87 students. Students in the computer sci-
ence program from the College of Arts and Science will come together with students
from the plant sciences program at the College of Agriculture and Bioresources to cross-
train subjects and collaborate on research in agriculture and technology.

“I think one of the critical aspects of this program is the cross-training component.
Plant sciences students will be trained in data science approaches and programming —
areas where they wouldn’t [traditionally] have core training,” explained Stavness. “And
the computer science students will get training in biology, plant genomics, and plant
breeding and other core topics they haven’t been exposed to before.”

There will be an equal number of trainee students from both streams exposed to the
wealth of opportunity in agricultural technology and applying their expertise to agri-
cultural problems.

“The research outcomes will be ongoing, and we expect to see research results im-
mediately and continuously from our graduate students as they move through this pro-
gram,” he said.

As environmental changes put pressure on the agricultural and food production sec-
tors, using data analysis to drive cﬁilange for sustainability will be key, not only for these
students, but also the companies and organizations they will work with during their
time in the program.

“There is a lot of interest in agricultural solutions to combat climate change. We have
significant challenges with more variable weather conditions in different regions across
Canada and around the world,” said Stavness. “With this computational analysis pro-
gram, we are hoping to support advances to adapt agricultural systems to those chang-
ing patterns, making plants and cash crops more resilient to those changing conditions.

“[USask has] real strength in plant breeding from the specialists at the Crop Develop-
ment Centre, and with our computational side, we can build new tools to generate those
new varieties that will be resistant to climate change and provide environmental and
economic sustainability for farmers.”

Trainees will put their skills to work in professional rotations or company internships
and at three training hubs in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. The training pro-
gram will also strengthen the international reputation achieved through the Plant Phe-
notyping and Imaging Research Centre at USask. The Global Institute for Food Security
at USask is also a key partner who will be providing professional development and
entrepreneurship training for graduate students in the program.

“Their experiences will be enriched through those rotations and internships. Through
those, they will get a better sense of the real needs for ag-tech companies, organizations,
growers, and agronomists,” said Stavness. “Those needs will certainly drive a lot of
the research problems that we will pursue so they can really tackle the most important
problems that will have the most impact in the sector.”

Stavness and his program counterparts are looking forward to seeing the accomplish-
ments of the students as they explore this unique experience at the intersection of plant
and computer science.

“When they graduate, they are going to be the employees and leaders in agricultural
technoloiy companies and /or entrepreneur activities,” he said. “We see the main out-
come is the people and how they will be conducting world-leading research and devel-
oping state-of-the-art tools and critical solutions for growers to use to make decisions on

the management of their crops.”
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Canada, Manitoba sign agreement
to grow Manitoba's culture and
agri-foods sector over five years

On April 6, federal Agriculture and
Agri-Food Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau
and Manitoba Agriculture Minister Derek
Johnson announced $221 million for stra-
tegic agricultural initiatives in Manitoba
under the new the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural ~ Partnership  (Sustainable
CAP).

The Sustainable CAP is a five-year,
$3.5-billion investment by Canada’s feder-
al, provincial and territorial governments
that supports Canada’s agri-food and ag-
ri-products sectors.

This includes $1 billion in federal pro-
grams and activities and a $2.5 billion
commitment that is cost-shared 60 per cent
federally and 40 per cent provincially / ter-
ritorially for programs that are designed
and delivered by provinces and territories.

The Manitoba government has launched
a suite of programs under the Sustainable
CAP framework that will help the sector
reach its full potential by expanding busi-
ness opportunities, investing in sustain-
able practices throughout the sector, and
strengthening resiliency of the entire food
chain.

These programs were developed
through significant consultation with in-
dustry partners, who highlighted a num-
ber of priority areas, including research,
innovation and market development,
emergency preparedness and technology
advancement.

For example, the new Resilient Agricul-
tural Landscape Program has been devel-
oped based on feedback from the indus-
try, and supports ecological goods and
services by funding on-farm projects that
remove carbon (or carbon dioxide) from
the atmosphere to reduce greenhouse gas

emissions.

Eligible applicants include community
pastures, agricultural Crown land forage
lease-holders, First Nations and Métis
communities and farmers outside of wa-
tershed district boundaries.

Canadian producers also have access to
an enhanced suite of business risk man-
agement programs to help them manage
significant risks that threaten the viability
of their farms and are beyond their capac-
ity to manage.

The Sustainable CAP comes into effect
April 1, and replaces the Canadian Agri-
cultural Partnership.

“The Sustainable CAP is a commit-
ment by the governments of Canada and
Manitoba to continue investing in the ag-
riculture sector’s growth and innovation,
ensuring 1E:roducers, ranchers and proces-
sors reach their full potential and have
access to new markets for their products.
Building a resilient and productive sector
in Manitoba will help Canada remain a
world leader in sustainable agriculture,”
says Bibeau.

“Manitoba producers and agri-pro-
cessors are key contributors not only to
Manitoba’s economy, but to the entire in-
ternational agri-food value chain,” says
Johnson. “Our government is committed
to supporting this industry through tar-
geted programming while they work to
sustainably feed the world, right here at
home. I want to thank our industry stake-
holders for their input in consultations
over the last two years so we could create
programs that fit exactly what Manitoba
producers need. I look forward to future
investments that will support Manitoba
agricultural operations.”

FOR SALE BY TENDER

Sealed, written tenders to purchase the pasture land in the Municipality of Grassland and
described below will be received by:
MEIGHEN HADDAD LLP
P.O. Box 485
Deloraine, MB ROM OMO
Attention: Warren G. Barber, Q.C.

PARCEL ONE: SW ¥, 20-5-25 WPM *154.25 acres
PARCEL TWO: SE ¥4 20-5-25 WPM *79.09 acres
PARCEL THREE: NW ¥4 20-5-25 WPM *160.00 acres

*all acreages taken from the most recent Manitoba Property Assessment Reports

CONDITIONS OF TENDER

1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the property
and not on the above or any other particulars or representations made by or on behalf
of the Seller.

2. Tenders must be received at or before noon on May 23, 2023.

3. Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable to
Meighen Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unacceptable bids will be refunded.

4. Tenders may be submitted for one or more parcels.

5. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

6. There are approximately 500 yards of gravel stockpiled on Parcel Two. Tenders for
that parcel must specify whether the tender includes the purchase of the gravel. If the
successful bidder for that parcel does not purchase the gravel it will be removed by
the municipality.

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE

1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agreement cover-
ing terms and conditions of sale.

2. In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must be paid within thirty

(30) days from the date of notification of tender acceptance, or evidence provided that the
purchase funds will be available under conditions acceptable to the Vendor. If the balance
of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit the deposit paid may be forfeit-

ed as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.

3. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full payment are made

following acceptance of tender.

4. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any transfer.

5. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.

6. Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing January 1, 2023.

For further information or an appointment to view,
contact Municipality of Grassland, Hartney, MB.
Telephone No. (204) 858-2590 — attention: Kristy Wells.

Meighen Haddad

Supporting Producers Through Programs

B15

Apply today for programs under the Sustainable Canadian
Agricultural Partnership, a federal-provincial-territorial-

initiative. Producers can access programs to develop water
projects, adopt beneficial management practices, enhance

Willing to share
weather and
crop progress
in your area?

animal health and welfare and much more. Scan the QR
to volunteer
For program information, visit saskatchewan.ca/S-CAP. for our crop

reporter service.

Did you know the Ministry of Agriculture
has 10 regional offices around the
province? Contact the Agriculture
Knowledge Centre (AKC) to learn more
about our programs and services.

Toll-free number: 1-866-457-2377

Email address: ag.info@gov.sk.ca

saskatchewan.ca/agriculture

Saskatchewan }4
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Louis Dreyfus to double capacity
at Yorkton canola crushing plant

Louis Dreyfus Company (LDC) has announced it will
expand its canola crusﬁmg facility at Yorkton.

“This major investment by LDC is good news for Sas-
katchewan canola growers and good news for workers
and the economy in Yorkton and right across the prov-
ince,” Saskatchewan Trade and Export Development Min-
ister Jeremy Harrison said.

“This expansion brings Saskatchewan even closer to
several of tﬁe 2030 Growth Plan goals, including the ambi-
tious goal of crushing 75 per cent of the canola produced
in the province. This investment strengthens the prov-
ince’s position as a global leader in agriculture value-add-
ed processing and will further increase Saskatchewan’s
international exports.”

The facility’s new capacity will be over two million met-
ric tons, which is more than double its current capacity.
LDC initially opened the Yorkton facility in 2009 and cur-
rentli{l employs approximately 120 people.

This investment supports the group’s strategic growth
plans by reinforcing core merchandizing activities, in this
case with additional capacity to originate and process
Canadian canola seeds to provide nourishment for peo-
ple and livestock,” LDC Chief Executive Officer Michael
Gelchie said.

“It also positions LDC as a strategic feedstock provider
to renewable energy producers and accelerates our contri-
bution to a global energy transition that we are excited to
be a part of.”

In addition to helﬁmg with the canola crushing goal,
the expansion puts the provmce closer to meeting several
other key goals outlined in Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan,
including:

e Grow private capital investment in Saskatchewan to
$16 billion annually;

o Increase the value of exports by 50 per cent;

¢ Grow Saskatchewan'’s agri-food exports to $20 billion;
and

e Increase agriculture value-added revenue to $10 bil-
lion.

Canola oil and canola seed were among Saskatchewan’s
top three agri-food exports in 2022, with a value of $3.5
billion and $2.7 billion, respectively.

Construction of the additional canola crushing line is
expected to begin later this year.

WANTED

John Deere Square Balers

Any condition
Working or for parts

CALL 306-946-9669
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RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

As a Westward Parts dealer we can supply you with sweeps, harrow tines,
sprayer parts, belts, bearings, chain, PTO parts and more.

Hydraulic hose assemblies are made to order. Our pricing is always competitive!

Check out our pricing on all tires from
Automotive, Ag, to Heavy Truck and Trailer Tires

Get ready for
the spring rush!

Bring your truck and trailer
in for a service and safety
by our qualified mechanics.

From now until the end of April 2022
save 10% on all oil, fuel, coolant, and air filters!
We now offer a full line of Petro-Canada lubricants including bulk 15W40.

PHONE: 204-849-2242 1 PARK ST. NEWDALE, MB
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Navigating a lifetime of financial learning

Good financial man-
agement is not an in-
herent  skill—it must
be taught and learned
throug experience.
And, based on our age
and circumstances, the
focus of teaching and
learning changes. re

“Like brushing your -
teeth, developing good
financial habits comes
from timing and repeti-

tion.”
Learning the basics of
financial management

can start at a young age.
But Stephanie Holmes-
Winton, founder and
chief executive officer of
CacheFlow, says lessons
need to match what an
individual will encoun-
ter in their daily lives.

“Like brushing your
teeth, developing good
financial habits comes
from timing and repeti-
tion,” she says.

It also takes time to teach
and learn discipline, so
make it easier by matching
the lesson with the right
time in our lives.

Here are examples of fi-
nancial lessons for various stages in life:

e

Young children

Teaching a young child about credit is
a fruitless exercise since they don’t need
credit. They will likely forget the concept
of debt and interest well before acquiring
credit.

Yet teaching young children about
value by encouraging them to shop for a
healthy snack at the grocery store with a
fixed amount of money, will have a more
significant impact.

First, they learn what they can afford.
As they grow older, parents can help
the child figure out costs per serving,
comparison shop with other favourite

universe
satellite Sales

=
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items—apples might be more economi-
cal than raspberries—price variations
between brands and whether the cost is
worth the money spent. If there is any
money left over from the purchase, it can
be used next time or saved.

For FCC business advisor Terry Jones,
financial literacy begins by connecting
money to work. Whether through a small
allowance or chores, doing so encour-
ages young people to develop respect for
where the money comes from.

Teens and

young adults

Older children, teenagers and young
adults should be taught more complex
concepts—but not in excessive detail.

520 Railway Ave | Rocanville, SK
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Learning the basics of financial management can start at a young age. But Stephanie Holmes-
Winton, founder and chief executive officer of CacheFlow, says lessons need to match what an
individual will encounter in their daily lives. “Like brushing your teeth, developing good financial
habits comes from timing and repetition,” she says.

Understanding the basics of debt is
important, such as how much of your
income will pay for a house or vehicle.
It's also the time to learn about credit and
borrowing.

Jones points out that the lessons about
credit are important foundational finan-
cial learnings.

“It’s far too easy in this world to ac-
quire credit. Paying it on time every
month—an amount equal to or greater
than the minimum due—is a must,”
Jones says.

This is also the age to learn that adults
should save a significant amount of mon-
ey for the most expensive period of life:
retirement and old age.

After post-secondary, it's time to learn
mortgage literacy, then turn the focus to
saving for retirement.

30s and 40s

Age and experience do not guarantee

I better financial management
skills. Through adulthood,
Holmes-Winton encourages
farmers to know how much
debt they owe for every dol-
lar earned and how their
income and expenses will
change as they age.

In our 30s and 40s, the fo-
cus is usually on how much
income comes from where be-
cause many of us tend not to
think about retirement at that
age. And when we do, the de-
faultis often RRSPs. But RRSP
withdrawals are taxable. We
need to start thinking about
the most tax-efficient income
we can create because when
you're 60, you need to make
your assets last.

Jones recommends  the
lifelong practice of using the
80/20 rule: all expenses and
debt payments should not
exceed 80 percent of our rev-
enue stream, and the remain-
ing 20 percent is saved for
retirement.

When it comes to paying
debt, Jones encourages farm-
ers to consider these two
strategies:

e The snowball method:
pay down the smallest debts
first (regardless of which debt has a
higher interest rate), then apply the pay-
ment from the now-paid smaller debt to
the next largest. This method allows for
greater cash flow flexibility, and debt will
still be paid relatively quickly.

e Avalanche approach: the largest,
highest-interest debt is paid first. While it
takes care of the high interest, this strat-
egy can take a long time.

50s, 60s and beyond

As you approach retirement, Holmes-
Winton encourages farmers to consider
how they want to live. Are you going to
sit at home and read some good books?
Or will you hit the road and travel the
country—or beyond? Write down all
your current expenses and, based on
your dream retirement life, identif
which expenses will increase and whic
will decrease.
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BMO's S2 million donation to U of S to accelerate
research critical to the future of food

Critical research into regen-
erative and digital agriculture at
the University of Saskatchewan
will be accelerated thanks to a $2
million donation from BMO. The
donation will support two initia-
tives within the College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources: the
*BMO Soil Analytical Laboratory
and the Jarislowsky and BMO
Research Chair in Regenerative
Agriculture.

“USask is excited to partner
with BMO to strengthen the
College of Agriculture and Bio-
resources’ research ecosystem,”
said USask President Peter Stoi-
cheff. “BMO’s investment will
accelerate research and training
in one of our signature areas and
ensure that farmers and agrono-
mists are at the cutting edge of
production and environmental
practices that support global
food production.”

“We're excited to contribute to
the progress of the University of
Saskatchewan'’s research in sup-
port of sustainable agriculture,”
said Lynda Taylor, Head, BMO
Agriculture. “As longtime part-
ners and investors in the agricul-
tural sector and a leader in sus-
tainability, we know this research
is vital to the future and the
progress being made to grow Canada’s agri-food sec-
tor and the strength and resilience of our farmers, who
are among the most innovative producers in the world
when it comes to regenerative agriculture.”

A multi-donor initiative, the new research chair posi-
tion will focus on accelerating the science and adoption
of regenerative agriculture, through detailed assess-
ment of management practices aimed at preserving and
restoring agroecosystem health while maximizing yield
and profitability.

The soil analytical laboratory will help alleviate a
critical bottleneck in digital agriculture research and
providing key analytical capabilities for research in re-
generative agriculture. The new laboratory will:

e Expand current capability for characterizing soil
carbon and nitrogen dynamics, a cornerstone for quan-
tifying regenerative agriculture impacts

e Build high-throughput spectroscopic capability for
rapid assessment of a range of soil properties, including
plant-available nutrients

* Facilitate rapid characterization of the soil and plant
microbiome, an indicator of soil health and function

¢ Enable data integration across multiple analytical

_—

Custom Silage
Chopping
Full or Partial

Service Available

TED
204.512.0754
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The donation will support two initiatives within the USask College_mc Agriculture and
Bioresources: the *BMO Soil Analytical Laboratory and the Jarislowsky and BMO Re-
search Chair in Regenerative Agriculture.

platforms, building a soil database that can be mined to
better understand the interactions between soil function
and above-ground crop performance

FINANCING*

SHLES EVENT

MONTHS

¢ Create world-leading train-
ing opportunities for students
in some of the world’s most
advanced agriculture practices
right here in Saskatchewan

“Expanding our research ca-
pacity in regenerative agricul-
ture and our analytical capacity
in soil health will accelerate de-
velopment of targeted solutions
for food security while protect-
ing our natural resources,” said
Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn
(PhD), Dean of the College of
Agriculture and Bioresources.

“Soil carbon storage will play
an important role to help achieve
anet zero future and we need in-
novative research to establish
the next-generation of technolo-
gies to build climate change
resilience and feed a growing
population,” said Michael Tor-
rance, Chief Sustainability Of-
ficer, BMO. “That's why BMO
is happy to partner with the
University of Saskatchewan to
establish a Chair in Regenerative
Agriculture and the BMO Soil
Analytical Lab, as a leader in this
space.”

BMO's gift is part of the uni-
versity’s upcoming Be What the
World Needs campaign.

‘ l

Christina Weese photo

*Name pending approval from USask Board of Governors.
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Leather Sofa

By Palliser, leather seating, 1 only
Was $2899

April 13" - May 1t

Win A $910 Gift Card!

King Size Beautyrest Mattress
Pocket coils, stock only, queen size also available

Was $1499

Now $799

Fabric cover, 1 only
Was $2899

Bunk Bed
Twin over twin, black metal

Nows$599

Twin Mattress
6 only, foam construction

INOWI$299)

Flippable Queen Mattress New $809
1 only, plush

4 ' Wall-A-Way Recliner

. - P Fabric Cover
7/-Piece Dining Set
. 28 CU Ft Fridge INoW$1999)
Table and 6 chairs French door, bottom freezer, stainless steal
Was $1749

Coffee and End Table  Neow $1e9
Now $999

3-piece set, marble look tops, 1 set only

Solid Wood Queen Bed Now $1189
Headboard, foot board and rails, variety of stain
colours, made in Canada

BRANDSOURCE

Kullbergd

346 King Street | Virden, MB 204-748-3331

&
HOME FURNISHINGS

www.kullbergs.ca

Now $1699

Purchase over $500 and get entry in draw.

One entry per customer

La-Z Boy Recliner

Fabric cover, rocker or wall-a-way recliner, stock only

Was $1799

Now $899

Power Recliner
Fabric cover, 2 colours

NeWs$749)

Queen Mattress
Pocket coils, 10" thick

Reclining Sofa INOW$11488]
2 styles to choose from, leather-look fabric

Desk

Double pedestal, file drawer

3-Piece Kitchen Set
30" round table and 2 chairs

INOWA$899)

Washer and Dryer Pair Now Sileer)
Top load, large capacity, with agitator,
2 sets only

Microwave INOW,$299)
Over-the-range, stainless steal front, by Samsung

Find us on Facebhook!

LAYAWAY ", . FINANCING AVAILABLE BY TEXTING FREE f witgin Z:BkmMB ;\skkaho#t our
KULLBERGS TO 75837 rom Brandon, askatchewan
ASK YODUE.SI:\EQ ;!;ls?c.m FalrSfone FROM YOUR SMART PHONE DELIVERY (manitoba only).  Delivery options!




