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BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 
Saskatchewan Environment Minister Dana Skoropad 

told the World-Spectator that the provincial government 
will be providing more hunting tags to help address the 
overpopulation of deer. 

In addition, the province will be looking at extending the 
hunting season in areas with an overpopulation problem 
as a long term solution for tackling the out of control deer 
population. 

elk, whether it’s for whitetail deer, whether it’s for mule 
deer, and it varies as you go around the province,” said 
Skoropad.

cases we will be providing more hunting opportunities to 
better manage these wildlife populations.” 

Skoropad said the resolution came forward after the 
ministry of environment met with various people includ-
ing SARM, the SUMA advisory committee, the Wildlife 
Advisory Committee, RMs, towns, Saskatchewan Crop In-

“This is for the regulated hunting, to allow more oppor-

tunities for hunting,” Skoropad said.
“I’m giving you an exclusive here—we’re also working 

on a long term solution as well, that involves the possibil-
ity of looking at extended hunting season opportunities, 
where we are still experiencing some management chal-
lenges.

the regular hunting season, and we’re really using hunting 
as our primary tool as we’ve always done, but allowing it 

that.”
With the exploding deer population causing problems 

for farmers—deer getting into feedstocks for livestock 
producers and getting into grain bags—Skoropad said the 
department wants to work with landowners.

“Right now we are trying to manage the wildlife popula-
tion through the regulated hunting,” he said.

“As far as working with the landowners, we encourage 
them to certainly reach out to us. We need to understand 
where these hot spots are so that we can make adjustments 
where necessary.

where we’ll be going as of now.”

Tracking of deer numbers 
across the province

Skoropad spoke about the methods the Government of 
Saskatchewan uses to track the deer population across the 
province.

“We’ve got a number of mechanisms in place to track 
deer numbers. As far as the ministry goes, we do aerial and 
ground surveys,” he said.

ports that come in from the general public in addition to 
information that the RMs and communities would share 
with us, information that our Wildlife Advisory Commit-
tee would have as well. It all comes together that way.”

Based on the feedback from people across the province, 
Skoropad said they have noticed this year’s deer numbers 
being higher compared to  previous years. However, it var-
ies for the different areas. “What we do notice this year in 

Continued on page B12

In response to concerns of producers:

Province considers extending deer season to cut numbers

Growing numbers of mule deer have been causing issues for farmers across Saskatchewan.  Alvin Nixon took this photo of mule deer in the area.
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BIG DOG SEEDS INC.
OXBOW, SKSPRING WHEAT: 
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New USask researcher focuses on
growing forage production

Dr. Breeanna Kelln (PhD) loves to connect the 
dots, even when the dots are scattered and seem-
ingly unrelated.

-

Forage Management and Utilization at the Uni-
-

-
-

-

across the Prairies.
-

it wasn’t what she wanted as a career. Because she thought -

-
-

-

-

-
tecting the environment.

-

Continued on page B6

Kelln will be supervising Tyler Peterson when he starts his 
master’s degree this spring. His research will begin in the 
greenhouse one plant at a time before he takes his work to the 
field next year.
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BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 
Farmers across southeast Saskatchewan see some chal-

lenges for this year’s crop—prices of grain and oilseeds 
dropping, a late start to seeding—along with some of the 
opportunities they see for the season ahead.

“Things are still looking fairly promising right now. I’m 
just a little bit nervous that we’re getting later in the season 
and we’re nowhere near starting,” said Mark McCorriston, 
a Moosomin area farmer.

the forecast. I’m not giving up hope, but I am starting to 
get a little bit concerned that we haven’t been able to get 
on the land yet.

“I checked back on the records to 1976 and I would say 
we’re still ahead of the average, but it wasn’t too many 
years ago that we were seeding by April 19. 

“I would like to be on the land by May 10. That’s when 
we would start to get really concerned if we weren’t start-
ed, because then it would be getting kind of late.”

This year, McCorriston said he plans on seeding mostly 
wheat and canola, and some barley.

“The prices for canola have dropped off substantially. 
It’s gone from the high of, let’s say, $25 a bushel, it’s now 
hovering around $16 a bushel,” he said.

been. Wheat has been hanging on between $10 and $11 

money with wheat.”
He said the higher grain prices are vital for farmers to 

“Barley has dropped off, it’s more around $6 or $7 which 
is again not horrible, but it’s not as high as it has been,” 
said McCorriston.

“Equipment is more money, even fertilizer is more mon-
ey, and diesel is more money, and manpower is more mon-
ey. The prices haven’t dropped back to what they were a 
few years ago, but they all dropped quit a bit. I would say 
oats would be the worst.

“Oats used to be around $7 to $10 a bushel last year too, 
and it’s dropped right around the $3.50 to $4 mark. The 
way I penciled it out, it just doesn’t really work for the 
changing times so I don’t have any intentions on seeding 
oats this year. Normally I would seed some oats, but I’m 
going to skip it this year.”

Aside from crop prices dropping, McCorriston spoke 
about some of the other challenges he expects to see dur-
ing this year’s season.

“The usual fuel would be an extreme factor. A farm op-

eration uses thousands and thousands of gallons of diesel 
throughout the growing year," he said.

“Diesel is a major factor. Also, mother nature is not re-
ally co-operating. There were lots of years where you can 
be on the land by April 1 doing some prep work, but right 

are muddy. 
“I would say mother nature and diesel fuel would be the 

main factors that would worry me a bit about this year’s 
growing season.”

McCorriston said wheat seems to be the most lucrative  
crop for this year’s season. 

“I think wheat looks very promising between $10 and 
$11. I feel like there’s money that can be made off of wheat,” 
said McCorriston.

“I feel our area, Saskatchewan, is the wheat province. 
Our area grows relatively good wheat crops. With the pric-

crop for the year. 
“Canola, I’m a little bit nervous about canola. It doesn’t 

look very good on the spreadsheet right now. I’ve been toy-
ing with the idea of cutting some canola acres and growing 

-
nitely an idea in the back of my mind. 

“Oats I can’t make it pencil out so I’m not doing any oats, 
and barley I would say is hit or miss. The main reason I 
grow barley is because part of it I’ll be putting up for silage 
for the livestock, and then the other part is we bale our 
barley straw after we harvest. That’s also part of the ration 
for feeding the cows.”

Thoughts about this year’s season 
in the Esterhazy, Gerald area

Kevin Hruska, who farms the Esterhazy, Gerald, 
Lagenburg, and Bredenbury areas, shares his wishes for 
this year’s crop season.

“Our hopes are always to have a better year than last 
year, which will be hard to do,” said Hruska.

“We’re heading into good moisture conditions so I 
think we’re off to a good start. 

“A little later than we’d like obviously, but not un-
usual for this area. A winter storm like this is expected 
almost every year.”

Based on what Hruska is producing this year, he said 

“The commodity prices seem to be remaining really 
strong. We’ve been able to sell a lot forward to protect 

our costs of inputs and things like that,” said Hruska.
“It all looks good. Costs are just skyrocketing faster 

than we can even keep up to them, that’s disappointing. 
It’s kind of sucking the air out of the room a little bit on 
that end of it. 

“It’s back to the same old typical farming where you 
have to be super diligent about cost of production, stuff 
like that. 

“The increase in costs absolutely absorbed a lot of the 

He said some of the challenges that farmers will face 

“Controlling costs on inputs will be challenging be-
cause of supply and demand,” Hruska said.

“There’s still a shortage of machinery and equipment. 
We’re in good shape that way, but some people if they 
expanded their farms, they’re really being held ransom 
as far as adding machinery, stuff like that.

-
try now because of the shortages, and Covid obviously 
caused that to happen, the delays and problems in pro-
duction.

“I guess I see quite a bit of moisture to deal with,  I 
would say, going into the spring. Other than that I don’t 

and hurdles to get over. It’s the usual thing I would ex-
pect.” 

With the late winter storm in April, Hruska said he 
hopes to be seeding during the second week of May.

“We circled May 8th on our calendar. We’ll be lucky to 
get going by then,” he said.

May and if we can’t get going by then, we go to the next 
Monday. Hopefully by May 8th we can start going.”

Hruska spoke about the opportunities he sees for the 
upcoming season.

“I see some pricing opportunities going into the fu-
ture, and I see some pretty good potential for moisture. 
It doesn’t seem like we’re in a drought trend this year,” 
Hruska said.

“We’re hopeful about everything really. As long as we 
can get the crop in, get it up, and growing quickly is the 
trick. That’s the biggest challenge, is getting it in and get-
ting it established as soon as possible.

“I just wish everyone well, hopefully they get out on 
their land and have a good year.”

Continued on page B5

Farmers anxious to get to spring seeding
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Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA
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USask launches new University of
Saskatchewan Insect Research Facility

On April 5 the University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) launched the University 
of Saskatchewan Insect Research Facil-

with quarantine capabilities in a western 
Canadian university. Research conducted 
in the new facility will boost Canadian ag-
riculture, protect the environment, reduce 
risk to food security, and provide funda-
mental insight into insect ecology.

“The USIRF places USask in a unique 
position among research institutions in 
Canada,” said Dr. Baljit Singh, USask vice-
president of research. “This facility, and 
the research it will lend itself to, is another 
example of how USask is leading in the ar-
eas of food security and agriculture. We are 
tackling important questions that will ulti-
mately have an impact and better our com-
munities.” 

Located in the Agriculture Building on the 
USask Saskatoon campus, the 500-square-
foot insect quarantine facility is designed 
to meet Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
Plant Protection Containment Level-2A re-
quirements, allowing researchers to study 
non-native insects and pathogens that 
pose a potential threat to western Cana-
dian crops. 

“Insects are an important part of agricultural ecosys-
tems but some present huge economic and environmen-
tal risk,” said Dr. Sean Prager (PhD), USask entomologist 
and USIRF research lead. 

“The USIRF provides us a space to pre-emptively 
study how these pests would work in our environment 
and with Saskatchewan crops before they become an is-
sue. This facility also allows us to involve students in this 
research, which means we can train students at the high-
est level of entomological research.”

The bio-secure insect-rearing and quarantine facility 
employs mechanical and operating safeguards to pre-
vent accidental release and cross-contamination of harm-
ful species. The USIRF contains climate-controlled cham-
bers for sustaining insects and infested plants, and space 
for conducting experiments. 

The USIRF supports collaborations between pest re-
searchers and USask Crop Development Centre plant 
breeders. With the increased research capacity, USask re-
searchers will be able to develop proactive methods of 
managing insects, resulting in new ways to predict pest 
outbreaks, decrease pesticide use, and develop new pest-

resistant crop varieties.
“Our researchers will be able conduct the high-impact 

entomological research needed in Saskatchewan to de-
velop more sustainable pest-management options and 
mitigate future risk,” said Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn 
(PhD), dean of the College of Agriculture and Biore-
sources.

-
ducers and help protect our agricultural ecosystems.”

Funding for the USIRF was provided by $500,000 from 
the Western Grains Research Foundation (WGRF) as part 
of its $32 million Capacity Initiative, $285,000 from the 
Canada Foundation for Innovation, $70,000 from the Sas-
katchewan Canola Development Commission, $70,000 
from Saskatchewan Pulse Growers, $70,000 from the 
Saskatchewan Wheat Development Commission, and 
$50,000 from USask.

Research technician Ningxing Zhou (left) and graduate 
student Grace Onu-Odey (right) transfer a pea aphid in the 
new University of Saskatchewan Insect Research Facility.

Kira Glasscock photo

Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK  •  306-434-6909
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Add boom recirculation to your sprayer for this growing 
season, we have kits from Raven and BRS for Case IH, 

New Holland, Rogator and John Deere sprayers.
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nozzle control system 
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We will buy your  
cattle direct off farm

 One of the biggest licensed bonded order  
 buyers in Canada.

 Respected and trusted for 40 years
 Customers across Canada and the U.S.  

 giving us the ability to pay top dollar for all  
 qualities and classes of cattle

 Never charge selling fees, which means more  
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 Same day payment
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on Hwy #1
Licensed and bonded livestock dealers (SK #116723)(MB #1257)
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Help Your Family”

24 Hour Service   •  1004 North Front St.  •  Moosomin, SK  •  306-435-2949
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Government of Saskatchewan grants $90,000 to support 
ground-breaking Chronic Wasting Disease research

The Government of Saskatchewan has announced a 
$90,000 grant to support innovative research out of the 
University of Saskatchewan to study the spread of chron-
ic wasting disease (CWD) and meningeal worm in wood-
land caribou and other boreal species. 

Through this grant, the University of Saskatchewan’s 
Dr. Phil McLoughlin and his team will study the popu-
lation dynamics of deer in the southeastern part of the 
caribou range.

This work uses state-of-the-art radio collars and trail 
cameras, enabling the team to better understand animal 
movements and develop a comprehensive transmission 
model.

The results of this research will provide the Saskatch-
ewan Ministry of Environment with valuable insights to 
develop science-based policies and management actions 
that prioritize the conservation of woodland caribou and 
their habitat.

“We know these diseases put the long-term survival of 
woodland caribou and other boreal species at risk, which 
is why we are proud to support Dr. McLoughlin’s inno-
vative research,” Environment Minister Dana Skoropad 

to protecting Saskatchewan’s unique wildlife and habi-
tat, including our threatened woodland caribou popula-
tions.”

“The goal of our research is to provide practical tools, 

knowledge, and options, 
and build the capacity to 
conserve the Boreal Plains 
ecosystem while safeguard-
ing the core socio-ecological 
needs and values of resi-

dents,” Dr. McLoughlin said. “We are very grateful for the 

research.” 
Woodland caribou are a species at risk, and the spread 

of CWD and meningeal worm into the boreal forest poses 
-

al of other cervid species. The presence of CWD in deer of 
the SK2 woodland caribou range and the northwesterly 
spread of meningeal worm has heightened the urgency 
to further understand transmission risks for caribou and 
other boreal species. 

This grant builds upon previous funding from the Fish 
and Wildlife Development Fund to a larger umbrella proj-
ect led by Dr. McLoughlin involving moose populations 
and the spread of meningeal worm in Saskatchewan.

The Government of Saskatchewan is committed to sup-
porting this vital research and recognizes the importance 
of this work to the conservation of woodland caribou, as 
well as the food security of Indigenous people.

Continued from page B3
Agronomist says soil
moisture recharged

Wendy Schatz Leeds, lead agronomist 
with Sharpe’s Crop Services, said soil 
moisture conditions are great for the start 
of the crop year.

“It’s setting out to be a really good sea-
son for us. We had good soil moisture re-
charge in the fall,” said Schatz Leeds.

“Really, our winter snowfall wasn’t ab-
normal. Luckily we fared better than the 
south did in this last snowfall. Let’s say 
Estevan and Weyburn that got a foot of 
snow, the snow here should just melt in. 

“We should be fully recharged with 
moisture for our season. That gives us a 
good start at excellent yield potential.”

Schatz Leeds was asked if farmers 
should be concerned about the snowfall 
in April.

“We didn’t need this, but in the long run 
we didn’t really have a ton of snow,” she 
said.

“If we had a foot of snow like the area 
more south of us did, then that would’ve 
been more of an issue.

“This will soak in. If we get some dry 
weather following this, as long as our top-
soil is able to handle the equipment and 
doesn’t compact too much, we should be 
okay.”

She spoke about what the biggest im-
pact would be on farmers if they seed too 

late in the season.
“We have seeded this early in years past, 

but last year is a great example where we 
were quite delayed and yield ended up 
being very good,” said Schatz Leeds.

“Delayed seeding, especially in wheat, 
can reduce yield.

“There’s a higher yield potential if you 
seed earlier with wheat. It sort of misses 
the heat window in July, it likes it cooler. 
The wheat can grow in cooler weather, 
but we’re by no means late.”

Schatz Leeds said farmers should be 
able to start seeding in early May.

“Hopefully we’ll get to start planting 

“For the next seven days, our weather 
for the long range is still below normal 
for temperatures so that is an issue. The 
nights are really cool so what happens is 
the soil doesn’t  get a chance to warm up 
as much. 

“But, you can seed wheat into three de-
grees celsius soil. Luckily we start with 

“Canola needs warmer soil, about 10 
degrees celsius soil so we wouldn’t be 
able to seed canola without some strug-
gles right now, but as soon as we can get 

-
ditions.

“It would be nice to see the beginning of 
May, but it may be the weekend of May 7 
which is still not late.”

Farmers anxious for 
warm spring weather
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“ I enjoy helping with planning and manage-

ment of the farm, but I don’t want to be on the 
farm full-time. While I love being involved in 
our farm, I need my own thing.”

Kelln defended her PhD thesis, Improving 
grazing capacity through introduction of bloat 
free legumes in existing pasture stands, in Au-
gust 2022. But she is quick to dismiss the notion 
that she’s the brain and Greg’s the brawn.

“I learn so much more from Greg most days 
of the week because his knowledge of the cow-
calf business and of how our farm works is in-
credible. This is his life’s work.”

It’s a perspective Kelln takes when she is talk-
ing with cattle and forage producers.

“When I go to give a talk, I’m likely going to 
learn just as much, if not more, from the people 
sitting in the audience than I am able to teach 
them. It’s a humbling experience.”

Kelln divides her time between research, ex-
tension and, starting next year, teaching. All 
three are connected and feed into each other. 
Sometimes researchers drive change as they 
test out new ideas but sometimes it’s the pro-
ducers driving the change. Early adopters and 
innovators in the cattle business will often try 
something new even to researchers. And then 
the researchers are catching up, testing out the 
ideas to determine if they warrant a change in 
practice.

“Let’s put some numbers and stats to what 
those early adopters are doing so we can under-
stand exactly what’s happening on farm. That’s 
really important so other producers can decide 
whether they are going to adopt that practice 
or not, or maybe the early adopters are on the 
right track and we can tweak it a bit and make a 
good idea even better.

“Going back to my husband, I use him some-
what as a litmus test in terms of what are good 
ideas and what are practical ideas, what is eas-
ily implemented. In my role at the university, I 
want to expand and talk to all kinds of produc-

industry.”
Kelln becomes animated when talking about 

her research ideas.
“The fun part is starting from scratch with a 

question, working it through a project and then 
being able to deliver that information to the pro-
ducers. The future is now. The research that I 
want to do is research that’s going to be appli-
cable and make a difference on farms now with 
best management practices and blueprints that producers 
can take to their farms.”

Kelln will be supervising a master’s student starting 

this spring. Leading the team that includes soil scientist 
Dr. Jeff Schoenau (PhD) and plant scientist Dr. Bill Bil-
igetu (PhD), Kelln and the others will work together to 
determine the optimal seeding rate for legumes when a 
producer decides to sod-seed a pasture in need of reju-

venation or seed a mixed species forage blend. 
It seems like a basic question, but it’s one that 
hasn’t been answered. If rejuvenating pastures 
is important, and it is, it’s equally important to 
provide guidelines based on science on how to 
do that, says Kelln.

The issue is critical. Beef and forage produc-
ers are facing higher land prices and using fewer 
acres for hay and pasture. Between 2011 and 
2016, hay and pasture area in Canada declined 
by 1.1 million hectares as farmers converted 
land to annual crop production. Much of the 
land that is used for perennial forage is becom-
ing less and less productive with yields decreas-
ing. From 1980 to 1990, the 10-year average was 
2.2 tons per acre compared to the average over 
the past 10 years, 2012 to 2022, which was 1.7 
tons per acre.

“It’s essential to have healthy forages. Forages 
are providing a feed source for cattle, which is 
incredibly important to grow our industry, but 
they are also providing ecological goods and 
services, they are providing habitat for endan-
gered species, they are providing environmen-

The Beef Industry Research Chair in Inte-
grated Forage Management and Utilization 
was established in response to concerns raised 
by the beef and forage industries. Funding for 
the chair comes from a variety of organizations 
including the Beef 
Cattle Research 
Council, the Sas-
katchewan Cattle-
men’s Association, 
the governments 
of Canada and 
S a s k a t c h e w a n 
through the Cana-
dian Agricultural 
Partnership, and 
the Global Insti-
tute for Food Secu-
rity at USask.

If producers on 
the Prairies are 
going to increase 
beef production, 
they will need 
to feed their ani-
mals.

Kelln is eager to 
help.

“I’m not a pa-
tient person,” she 

laughed.
“Nothing is ever happen-

ing fast enough for me. I feel 
a huge responsibility and I 
want to deliver on this.”
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New USask researcher focuses
on growing forage production

Dr. Bree Kelln (PhD) presented her integrated forage systems 
research proposal at the Beef and Forage Research Forum on 
March 2.

With Dr. Bree Kelln’s (PhD) supervision, Tyler Peterson’s re-
search will involve seeding cicer milkvetch, sanfoin and alfal-
fa, each with meadow bromegrass, to idenfity optimal seeding 
rates for such binary blends. Peterson, who grew up on a mixed 
farm between Dalmeny and Langham, graduated from Dalmeny 
High School in 2019.
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BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS 
The exploding deer pop-

ulation is causing problems 
for farmers, with the deer 
causing damage, getting 
into feedstocks for livestock 
producers, and getting into 
grainbags. 

“We have had several 
conversations about deer 
and the wildlife damage,” 
said Bill Prybylski, Vice 
President of the Agricultur-
al Producers Association of 
Saskatchewan (APAS).

“Some of the issues that 

damage that’s been hap-
pening to some of grain 
bags that are still out there. 

“We’ve had some issues 
with deer getting into feed-
stocks, and getting into the 
hay stacked up for live-
stock. There have also been 
swath grazing incidents 
where people have left 
some swaths and the deer 
come clean it up.

“There’s certainly been 

caused by wildlife.” 
With the issue being of great concern 

to farmers, APAS plans on developing a 
policy to suggest the government give 
landowners access to extra hunting tags to 
tackle the out of control deer population.

“We have been talking about it, we 

AGM we did have some resolutions 
passed with regards to some compensa-
tion for livestock damage,” said Prybylski.

“As well, we talked about landowner 
tags as a possibility, just to reduce the 
number of deer that are out there. Those 
are some of the things we talked about, 

yet.
“We would like to see, maybe, land-

owners accessing an extra tag just because 
landowners that have deer on their prop-
erty, we’re basically feeding them and in a 
lot of cases not getting anything back from 
them.”

Although deer usually come into farm-
yards and towns around this time of the 
year, Prybylski said there seem to be much 
larger numbers of deer causing issues this 
year.   “There’s always some damage from 

livestock every year. For whatever reason 
this year seems to be particularly bad,” 
Prybylski said.

“I think it’s because there was a lot of the 

the numbers of wildlife out there have just 
been steadily increasing over the last sev-
eral years to the point where there’s a lot 
of deer out there.

“Everyone likes to see the wildlife out 
there and that’s great. They are great for 
the environment, but when the numbers 
get to be too much they start to cause dam-
age. 

“SGI claims have certainly increased 
because of collisions with wildlife on the 
highways. Also, if the health of the (deer) 
population starts to decline there will be 
more disease within the animal herd. Con-
trolled numbers is believed to be the an-
swer.”

Concerns addressed to 
ministry of environment

Ray Orb, president of the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural Municipalities 
(SARM) said SARM reached out to the 
province’s environment minister to ad-
dress the concerns people have shared 

about the deer population. 
“We’ve been hearing a lot from produc-

ers and RMs about the abnormally high 
numbers of whitetail deer and elk getting 
into farmers’ haystacks, making a mess 
with grain bags, things like that,” said Orb.

“We’ve been hearing a lot about it. We’re 
getting more complaints every day from 
people who have concerns out in the ru-
ral areas. We put in a request to talk to the 
minister of environment.

“Unfortunately we haven’t heard any-
thing back from the ministry other than 
they are looking at trying to resolve it. 

“When we met with the minister, about 
10 days ago, I did relay the message that 
this is something really urgent. He prom-
ised he was going to get back to us on a 
strategy.”

Orb was asked what he thinks people 
should be doing in the meantime.

“Right now we’re getting into the time 
of year where the deer are starting to dis-
perse back into their natural habitats and 

starting to move out of the 
yards a bit,” he said.

“I would say the dam-
age has already been done, 
unfortunately, for this year, 
but we certainly want a plan 
in place for next year if this 
happens again.

“Some of the issues were 
brought on by the early 
snowfall, the large amount 
of snowfall, the rain that’s 
mixed with the snow that re-
ally made it tough for them 
to get to their feed source 

“It was sort of an odd year 
I think, but certainly we 
want some sort of a plan in 
place so hopefully it can be 
mitigated next year. Another 
request that we have is that 
there is a Wildlife Advisory 
Committee that’s in place 
in Saskatchewan. SARM is 
on that committee and we 
asked the minister to recon-
vene that advisory commit-
tee as soon as possible.

“Some of the things they 
do talk about is  the draw tags and the 
seasons for the timing of all of that. They 
really believe the ministry has to change 
some of those things. We can’t continue to 
operate like this where there is no change, 
that things are the same, but farmers are 
suffering from the consequences.”

RMs offering 
coyote bounties

In relation to the overpopulation of 
deer, Orb spoke on the coyote bounties 
that were put out last week by three RMs 
in southern Saskatchewan—the RM of 
Weyburn, Cymri and Estevan.  The coyote 
population has grown along with the deer 
population.

“The coyotes were pretty prevalent this 
winter because of the weather with the 
large amount of snowfall,” said Orb.

Continued on page B12
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Deer population a concern across the province

Farmers are worried about large numbers of deer getting into feedstocks and grain bags and 
causing damage.
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Canadian producers increasingly
confident in use of digital data: survey
Canadian agriculture pro-

ducers are becoming more 
comfortable with the adoption 
of digital data tools and farm 
management software, bolster-
ing their trust in the technology 
according to a RealAgristudies 
survey.

The survey shows how farm-
ers are adopting digital tools 
and managing data, includ-
ing how those practices have 
evolved since AgExpert con-
ducted a survey on the same 
topic in 2018. In the RealA-
gristudies survey, 66 per cent 
of respondents said they feel 
the companies that handle their 
data are doing a good or excel-
lent job. That’s a 31 per cent 
increase from the survey con-
ducted by AgExpert four years 
ago that asked the same ques-
tion.

“There was tremendous up-
take by respondents to this 
survey which signals that digi-
tal farm management is top 
of mind for producers,” said 
Justin Funk, Agri Studies Inc. 
managing partner. “We learned 
that farmers are not just using data but are making it a 
priority to do more with it in the future as they make im-
portant farm management decisions.”

Over 90 per cent of respondents said they use some 
form of data to manage production on the farm and 60 
per cent say they are moderate or extensive users of farm 
data. Survey respondents cited the ability to make better 

using digital data.
“While cutting costs is important, farmers may be be-

-

a well-run operation.”
Compared to the 2018 AgExpert survey, the 2022 Rea-

lAgristudies survey indicated that many farmers feel 
more comfortable sharing their data; however, some feel 
less comfortable.

“Companies that ranked as the most trustworthy by 

explained Funk. “That is a group that subscribes to a 
set of core principles around the collection, use, storing 
and sharing of farm data. It speaks to the role the digital 
data industry has in earning the trust of farmers by be-
ing transparent and working with customers to help them 
understand how their information is used.”

The RealAgristudies survey suggests those who are the 
biggest users of farm digital 
data platforms and technol-

in its safety.
“With today’s rising costs, 

producers are wisely looking at 

any digital data tool can help 
-

Krista Kilback, manager, FCC 
AgExpert. “Once you identify 

-

match. For example, one cus-
tomer wants to keep track of 
grain in the bin; that is the best 

there is technology for that. An-
other farmer found AgExpert 
accounting software brought 

-
mation he needed in real time 
instead of having to sift through 
books and not have information 
when he needed it.”

-
mented. When farmers see 

can fully understand their cost 
of production, develop special-
ized seeding plans, and run sce-
narios to know how to make the 

most advantageous decisions. The shareability of records 
also means quicker, more precise communication with 
farm partners.

The survey suggests Canadian producers are on a tra-
jectory towards increased use and trust of digital farm 
management, positioning the industry for continued sta-
bility and growth in the future as individual operations 
adopt the agricultural management practices that are 
right for them.

The survey was conducted in November 2022 using the 
RealAgristudies Insights Panel, along with AgExpert sub-
scribers. The survey is accurate +/- four per cent with 95 

-
tween the AgMedia company, RealAgriculture and Agri 
Studies.

Over 90 per cent of respondents said they use some form of data to manage production 
on the farm and 60 per cent say they are moderate or extensive users of farm data. 
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Objectives for better beetle management
BY KEITH GABERT

Flea beetles are the pest of greatest 
economic risk to canola production, ac-
cording to our 2022 Canola Council of 
Canada survey of canola growers. With 
more striped species, which emerge ear-
lier in the spring and seem more tolerant 
of common seed treatments, and with 
spring weather conditions that chal-

damage seems worse than ever.
Canola growers have two major objec-

tives to reduce the risk.
Objective A: Rapid canola emer-

gence

eight plants per square foot. More plants 

which limits the damage per plant. 
Scenarios that require multiple in-

season foliar sprays are often the result 
of a slow-establishing, non-competitive 
crop. Many factors can cause this, in-
cluding moisture, temperature, plant 
populations, seed treatment and overall 

Management steps to reduce the risk 
include:

• Seed shallow into warm, moist soil. 

can tolerate cooler spring soils. Seed 
canola after soils have warmed up and 
ideally just before or after a spring rain. 

• Use an advanced seed treatment to 

risk areas. These include Buteo Start, 
Lumiderm, Fortenza and Fortenza Ad-
vanced.

• Use safe rates of seed-placed fertil-
izer. The recommendation is to use only 
phosphorus in the seed row at rates of 
20 lb./ac. of actual phosphate. Higher 
rates of seed-placed fertilizer can add 
more stress, slow the pace of growth 
and reduce the stand. 

Objective B: Effective foliar sprays
Fields under moisture stress may not 

meet objective “A”. Flea beetles love 
dry conditions, crops don’t. In that case, 
growers should set up for effective foliar 
insecticide. 

What makes a spray effective?
First, apply it at the right time. Action 

thresholds for canola are when damage 
exceeds 25 per cent cotyledon or leaf 
area loss. However, in warm weather 

slow-growing crop, this threshold can 
be passed quickly.

Growers will want to anticipate the 
speed at which damage is developing 
and proactively begin spraying before 
25 per cent defoliation. In some cases, 
early spraying around headlands may 
be enough when damage is localized 

are most active. Warm, dry and calm are 
good conditions for spraying. In rainy 

-
ter in the soil and don’t feed as much. In 
these conditions, insecticides, which all 

-

Second, consider the temperature ef-

days with highs over 25°C, malathion 
and Sevin XLR may provide better re-

pyrethroids (Decis, Pounce, Perm-UP 
and others) will show better results. 
Pyrethroids have restrictions when tem-
peratures exceed 25°C.

Third, achieve coverage. Flea beetle in-
secticides do most of their work through 
contact. Because young canola plants 
take up only a small percentage of the 

small targets, effective contact requires 
adequate water (at least 10 gal/ac.) and 
medium nozzles.

-

mendations. Low-drift nozzles, which 
are a good practice for some herbicides, 
produce a coarse spray droplet that may 

Without coverage, results may not be as 
good as hoped.

This is just a quick overview of the 
top points. Continue regular scouting 

management tips and how to make the 
spray decision, please see our agrono-
my-based articles in the Insects section 
at canolawatch.org/fundamentals.

Keith Gabert is an agronomy specialist 
and insect management lead for the Canola 
Council of Canada. Email gabertk@canola-
council.org.

Left: Two species of flea beetle—striped and crucifer—on the same 
canola plant. Striped species emerge earlier in the spring and seem 
more tolerant of common seed treatments. Above: Farmers can reduce 
flea beetle risk with a canola crop that establishes quickly with five to 
eight plants per square foot. More plants mean more food for the flea 
beetles, which limits the damage per plant. Source: Canola Council of 
Canada
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Continued from front
“I certainly don’t want to speak 

to one area of the province in this 
regard, but certainly as the gen-
erality winter came around early, 
and it looks like we’re not quite 
through it, this has created a chal-
lenge,” said Skoropad.

“We’re looking at many cases 
of food shortage, shelter issues as 
well, and deer travel many kilo-
metres in some cases when win-
ters are like that. 

“We’re hearing a lot of herd-
ing which does then create issues, 
and issues that we hear from pro-
ducers, ranchers and residents of 
many communities.

“It depends on what area you’re 
in, in the province, and depends 
on what species you’re looking 
at. The last couple of years we’ve 
had a really good habitat so we 
certainly see it a little bit higher. 

“Thus, we try to inform the 
individual wildlife management 
zone to work as best as we can.”

Skoropad explained what the 
government’s policy is for man-
aging the extensive number of 
deer in RMs and farmlands that 
are causing issues for farmers.

“What we try to do each and ev-
ery year is manage deer and other 
species in the province, wildlife in 
the province, through regulated 
hunting,” said Skoropad.

“That becomes our main tool 

and we certainly try to get it right 
when it comes to the hunting al-
locations in each of the wildlife 
management zones.

“Beyond that, we certainly en-

courage landowners, or other-
wise, to engage with their local 

number of strategies. 
“Also, more particular for pro-

ducers and ranchers, to work with 
Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation. There’s some fund-
ing available for some preven-
tive measures that can be put in 

place.”
The Saskatchewan Crop Insur-

ance Corporation allows farmers 
to apply for compensation for 
livestock and feedstock damage.

“That said, there certainly are 
some variables there and we 
know the weather is a really big 
variable, but those are certainly 
some tools that we’ve got in place 
presently,” he said.

Skoropad said the concerns 
about deer on peoples properties 
have only been raised in certain 
areas of the province.

“I wouldn’t say it’s been across 
the province, but I would certain-
ly say in areas of the province,” he 
said.

“As I mentioned before, it de-
pends on the species as well. 
What’s a problem in one area as 
far as the population goes in some 
cases is not even a point of con-
versation in another.  

“We’ve certainly heard, and 
we’ve worked closely, we’ll con-
tinue to work closely, I want to 
stress, with SARM in particular.

“We met with SARM just a 
number of weeks ago and we’ll 
continue regular touch points 
throughout the year to ensure that 
we’re really being able to address 
this appropriately.

“As well to hear and under-
stand fully what’s happening on 
the ground.”

In response to concerns of producers:

Province considers extending deer season to cut numbers

Concerns about the overpopulation of deer across certain areas in Saskatchewan 
have been addressed by the provincial government with plans for adding additional 
hunting tags, and extending the hunting season for next year. Photo credit: Alvin Nixon. 

Continued from page B7
“The RMs have imposed their own coy-

ote bounties, that’s because they have a lot 
of problems in that area with coyotes going 
after the calves.

“The province had that bounty back in 
2009 where there were a number of coyotes 
that were taken out of the rural area of the 

province, but those populations are back 
now, and they can cause a lot of damage as 
well towards farmers calves. 

“Unfortunately it is an ongoing issue.”
With coyotes being a concern to farmers 

and people in rural areas, Orb was asked 
if he thinks the bounty will help solve the 
issue.

“The RMs have their autonomy to be 
able to do this or whatever they think will 
help. We’re not discouraging any RM for 
doing that, that’s for sure,” he said.

“I think it does control the concern. It 
may be a shorter term plan, maybe if you 
looked into the longer term it doesn’t make 
as much of a difference as you want to. I 

think that depends on the species surviv-
ing and being proliferated at the same time.   

“Every year it would be different. It’s 
sort of a wait and see thing, but immedi-
ately I think our RMs feel the need to do 
that because  they need to try to project and 
mitigate the damage that the farmers are 
feeling right now.”

Deer population a concern across the province
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Canada, Saskatchewan invest in 21 infrastructure 
projects, including bridge in RM of Antler

Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Infrastructure and 
Communities, and Saskatchewan’s Gov-
ernment Relations Minister Don McMor-
ris, have announced a joint investment of 
more than $42.1 million to support 21 in-
frastructure projects across the province.

Several rural areas will see infrastruc-
ture improvements. These include bridge 
replacements in the rural municipalities 
of Antler No. 61, Caledonia No. 99, Hud-
son Bay No. 394, Keys No. 303, Lacadena 
No. 228, Lumsden No. 189, Mervin No. 
499, Orkney No. 244, Poplar Valley No. 
12, Preeceville No. 334, Porcupine No. 395 
and Torch River No. 488. This work with 
help improve the transportation systems 
of these communities.

Funding also will support the con-
struction of a new arena in the City of 
Lloydminster, which will feature two in-
door and one outdoor regulation-sized 
rinks, including sledge hockey-friendly 
amenities. The building will include ac-
cessible seating and washrooms for spec-
tators and dressing rooms for hockey 
teams. The new arena will be an inclusive 
and accessible space where residents can 
gather to enjoy sports and community 
events.

Residents of the Town of Balgonie will 
-

outdoor swimming pool with spacious 
changerooms and a zero-depth beach 
pool entry, enabling access for residents 
of all abilities and ages. The project also 
includes the installation of a regulation 
compliant circulation and water treat-

-

which will keep the pool at a comfortable 
temperature.

The Resort Village of Cochin is receiv-
ing funding for the rehabilitation of their 
breakwater, a structure that protects 

-
ing area, and allows for free movement of 
water between lake systems. It also pro-
vides a scenic community-centred area 

completed, these improvements will re-
habilitate the existing breakwater. 

“The investments we are making will 

across Saskatchewan,” LeBlanc said. “We 
will continue working with our partners 
to invest in community infrastructure 
and build a better future for all Saskatch-
ewanians.”

“Our government continues to invest 
important infrastructure dollars in com-
munities across Saskatchewan and is 
proud to provide nearly $22 million in 
provincial funding toward these projects,” 
McMorris said. “Once completed, these 

transportation system to further support 
Saskatchewan’s export-based economy 
and create greater recreation opportuni-
ties and gathering places, strengthening 
the hearts of communities.”

“The funding committed from both the 
Government of Canada and the Govern-
ment of Saskatchewan toward this im-
portant event facility project is very much 
appreciated by the City of Lloydminster,” 
City of Lloydminster Mayor Gerald Aal-
bers said. “When construction is complet-
ed, this new infrastructure will be trans-

formational to our community and region 
by allowing us to attract an array of large-
scale events and entertainment options. 
It will also support enhanced recreation 
and culture opportunities for people of all 
ages and all abilities.”

“The Resort Village of Cochin appre-
ciates the federal and provincial invest-
ments to help our breakwater rehabili-
tation project become a reality,” Resort 
Village of Cochin Mayor Harvey Walker 

extend the service life of this important 
infrastructure, which is key to ensuring 
recreation opportunities for all who live, 
work, play and visit the area.”

The Government of Canada is invest-
ing $20,133,458 toward these projects. 
The Government of Saskatchewan is in-
vesting $21,986,742. Recipient communi-
ties are contributing $23,846,620 and re-
sponsible for any additional costs.

Hours: Monday - Friday: 8 am - 6 pm • Saturday: 8 am - 12 pm

354 Main Street • St. Lazare, MB
204-683-2290 • stlazaretire@mymts.net

SPRING REBATE SALE!SPRING REBATE SALE!

SEE US FOR:
• TIRES
• TUNE UPS

• BRAKES
• OIL CHANGES
• BATTERIES

• BELTS
• HOSES
• AND MORE!

SAVE UP TOSAVE UP TO 
$$100 100 

ON SETS OF FOUR TIRES!ON SETS OF FOUR TIRES!

Your local 
Kubota 
Dealer

.drrobertkitchen.ca

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

As farmers gear up for 
the busy spring season, 
be diligent and stay safe.
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www.jbsequipment.com

VISIT YOUR LOCAL JBS EQUIPMENT DEALER

Manure Spreaders
Forage Boxes & Trailers
Dump Wagons
Silage Baggers
Bedding Flingers

www.virdenag.ca

 560 Commonwealth Drive
Virden, MB 

R0M 2C0 
(204) 748-4469

BY KATIE BRICKMAN-YOUNG
Graduate students at the University of Saskatchewan (USask) will experience a one-

of-a-kind training opportunity thanks to a new program that has received a $1.6 million 
grant from the Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council of Canada (NSERC).

The NSERC CREATE grant in Computational Agriculture will explore the deep-root-
ed collaboration between plant and computer sciences at USask. The unique program 
will enhance the shift towards data-rich processes in the agricultural sector to drive 
economic competitiveness and environmental sustainability.

“This is an exciting opportunity for advanced training. This program builds on the 
strength that we have at the University of Saskatchewan in computer and plant science,” 
said Dr. Ian Stavness (PhD), associate professor in the College of Arts and Science, and 
Enhancement Chair at USask’s Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS). “USask has 
been promoting and cultivating their signature areas [of research] and agriculture is one 
of them. I think this [funding] is recognition of our current world-leading place in this 

Over the course of six years, the program will offer dedicated cross-disciplinary train-

ing in agricultural and computer science to 87 students. Students in the computer sci-
ence program from the College of Arts and Science will come together with students 
from the plant sciences program at the College of Agriculture and Bioresources to cross-
train subjects and collaborate on research in agriculture and technology.

“I think one of the critical aspects of this program is the cross-training component. 
Plant sciences students will be trained in data science approaches and programming – 
areas where they wouldn’t [traditionally] have core training,” explained Stavness. “And 
the computer science students will get training in biology, plant genomics, and plant 
breeding and other core topics they haven’t been exposed to before.”

There will be an equal number of trainee students from both streams exposed to the 
wealth of opportunity in agricultural technology and applying their expertise to agri-
cultural problems.

“The research outcomes will be ongoing, and we expect to see research results im-
mediately and continuously from our graduate students as they move through this pro-
gram,” he said.

As environmental changes put pressure on the agricultural and food production sec-
tors, using data analysis to drive change for sustainability will be key, not only for these 
students, but also the companies and organizations they will work with during their 
time in the program.

“There is a lot of interest in agricultural solutions to combat climate change. We have 

Canada and around the world,” said Stavness. “With this computational analysis pro-
gram, we are hoping to support advances to adapt agricultural systems to those chang-
ing patterns, making plants and cash crops more resilient to those changing conditions.

“[USask has] real strength in plant breeding from the specialists at the Crop Develop-
ment Centre, and with our computational side, we can build new tools to generate those 
new varieties that will be resistant to climate change and provide environmental and 
economic sustainability for farmers.”

Trainees will put their skills to work in professional rotations or company internships 
and at three training hubs in Alberta, Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. The training pro-
gram will also strengthen the international reputation achieved through the Plant Phe-
notyping and Imaging Research Centre at USask. The Global Institute for Food Security 
at USask is also a key partner who will be providing professional development and 
entrepreneurship training for graduate students in the program.

“Their experiences will be enriched through those rotations and internships. Through 
those, they will get a better sense of the real needs for ag-tech companies, organizations, 
growers, and agronomists,” said Stavness. “Those needs will certainly drive a lot of 
the research problems that we will pursue so they can really tackle the most important 
problems that will have the most impact in the sector.”

Stavness and his program counterparts are looking forward to seeing the accomplish-
ments of the students as they explore this unique experience at the intersection of plant 
and computer science.

“When they graduate, they are going to be the employees and leaders in agricultural 
technology companies and/or entrepreneur activities,” he said. “We see the main out-
come is the people and how they will be conducting world-leading research and devel-
oping state-of-the-art tools and critical solutions for growers to use to make decisions on 
the management of their crops.”                                                               

USask students training for the
future in agriculture technology

Dr. Ian Stavness (right), associate professor in the College of Arts 
and Science, and Enhancement Chair at USask’s Global Institute for 
Food Security.

University of Saskatchewan photo
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Canada, Manitoba sign agreement
to grow Manitoba’s culture and
agri-foods sector over five years
On April 6, federal Agriculture and 

Agri-Food Minister Marie-Claude Bibeau 
and Manitoba Agriculture Minister Derek 
Johnson announced $221 million for stra-
tegic agricultural initiatives in Manitoba 
under the new the Sustainable Canadian 
Agricultural Partnership (Sustainable 
CAP).

-
al, provincial and territorial governments 

-
ri-products sectors.

This includes $1 billion in federal pro-
grams and activities and a $2.5 billion 
commitment that is cost-shared 60 per cent 

-

The Manitoba government has launched 
a suite of programs under the Sustainable 
CAP framework that will help the sector 

-
ness opportunities, investing in sustain-
able practices throughout the sector, and 

chain.
These programs were developed 

-
-

innovation and market development, 

advancement.
-

tural Landscape Program has been devel-
oped based on feedback from the indus-

the atmosphere to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions.

pastures, agricultural Crown land forage 
lease-holders, First Nations and Métis 
communities and farmers outside of wa-
tershed district boundaries.

Canadian producers also have access to 
an enhanced suite of business risk man-
agement programs to help them manage 

-

The Sustainable CAP comes into effect 
April 1, and replaces the Canadian Agri-
cultural Partnership.

“The Sustainable CAP is a commit-

Manitoba to continue investing in the ag-

ensuring producers, ranchers and proces-
sors reach their full potential and have 
access to new markets for their products. 
Building a resilient and productive sector 
in Manitoba will help Canada remain a 
world leader in sustainable agriculture,” 

“Manitoba producers and agri-pro-

-

Johnson. “Our government is committed 
-

-
holders for their input in consultations 

producers need. I look forward to future 
investments that will support Manitoba 
agricultural operations.”

For Sale by Tender
Sealed, written tenders to purchase the pasture land in the Municipality of Grassland and 
described below will be received by:

MEIGHEN HADDAD LLP
P.O. Box 485

Deloraine, MB R0M 0M0
Attention: Warren G. Barber, Q.C.

*all acreages taken from the most recent Manitoba Property Assessment Reports

PARCEL ONE:  SW ¼ 20-5-25 WPM  *154.25 acres
PARCEL TWO:  SE ¼ 20-5-25 WPM  *79.09 acres
PARCEL THREE:  NW ¼ 20-5-25 WPM  *160.00 acres

TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF SALE
1. The bidder whose tender is accepted will be required to complete an agreement cover-
ing terms and conditions of sale.
2. In addition to the deposit, the balance of the accepted tender must be paid within thirty 

purchase funds will be available under conditions acceptable to the Vendor. If the balance 
of the accepted tender is not paid within the set time limit the deposit paid may be forfeit-
ed as liquidated damages and not as a penalty.
3. Possession is not authorized until acceptable arrangements for full payment are made 
following acceptance of tender.
4. All mines and minerals will be reserved from any transfer.
5. Land is in the Torren’s Title system.
6. Successful bidders will be responsible for real property taxes commencing January 1, 2023.

For further information or an appointment to view, 
contact Municipality of Grassland, Hartney, MB. 

Telephone No. (204) 858-2590 – attention: Kristy Wells.

CONDITIONS OF TENDER
1. Interested parties must rely on their own inspection and knowledge of the property 
and not on the above or any other particulars or representations made by or on behalf 
of the Seller.
2. Tenders must be received at or before noon on May 23, 2023.
3. Each tender must be accompanied by a $5,000.00 deposit cheque payable to 
Meighen Haddad LLP. Deposits accompanying unacceptable bids will be refunded.
4. Tenders may be submitted for one or more parcels.
5. Highest or any tender not necessarily accepted.
6. There are approximately 500 yards of gravel stockpiled on Parcel Two. Tenders for 
that parcel must specify whether the tender includes the purchase of the gravel. If the 
successful bidder for that parcel does not purchase the gravel it will be removed by 
the municipality.

23044GE0
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 GRAIN  & FERTILIZER HAULIN G
 Serving Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta

 “Rolling since 1986”

g

 • D e d ic a te d  to  o ur Custo m e rs Y e a r Ro und
 • Sa fe  On Tim e  Se rvic e
 • Pro fe ssio na l a nd  Ex pe rie nc e d  D rive rs

 • Re lia b le  Equipm e nt
 • Co m pe titive  Ra te s
 • Pro fe ssio na l Co m m unic a tio n b e twe e n Custo m e rs a nd  D ispa tc h

 Get read y for 
 the sp ring rush!
 Bring your truck and  trailer 
 in for a service and  safety 
 b y our q ualified  m echanics.

 PHONE:  204-849-2242      1 PARK ST.  NEWDALE, MB

SPRING 
 FILTER 
 SALE

 From  now until the end  of Ap ril 2022
 save 10%  on all oil, fuel, coolant, and  air filters!
 W e  n o w  o ffe r a  fu ll lin e  o f Pe tr o -Ca n a da  lu b r ica n ts  in clu din g b u lk 15W 40. 

 As   a   W estward   Parts   dealer   we   can   supply   you   with   sweeps,   harrow   tines,
 sprayer   parts,   belts,   bearings,   chain,   PTO    parts   and   m ore.

 Hydraulic   hose   assem blies   are   m ade   to   order.   O ur   pricing   is   always   com petitive!

 RT   S
 Trailer Heavy Truck  &

 RTM TRANSPORT LTD.

 Check out our p ricing on all tires from  
 Autom otive, Ag, to Heavy Truck and  Trailer Tires

 T: 204-365-4740 • F: 204-365-4751 • E: rtm dispatching@ gm ail.com

 www.rtm transport.com

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE 
PARTS DEALER

DOUG’S MOBILE SERVICE

• SAFETY INSPECTION 
& REPAIR SHOP
• FULL LINE OF 

TRUCK/TRAILER PARTS

(204) 522-8451
HWY. #3 EAST • MELITA, MB

WANTEDWANTED
John Deere Square Balers

Models:
327/328/336/337/338/346/347/348

Any condition
Working or for parts

CALL 306-946-9669CALL 306-946-9669

Louis Dreyfus Company (LDC) has announced it will 
expand its canola crushing facility at Yorkton. 

“This major investment by LDC is good news for Sas-
katchewan canola growers and good news for workers 
and the economy in Yorkton and right across the prov-
ince,” Saskatchewan Trade and Export Development Min-
ister Jeremy Harrison said. 

“This expansion brings Saskatchewan even closer to 
several of the 2030 Growth Plan goals, including the ambi-
tious goal of crushing 75 per cent of the canola produced 
in the province. This investment strengthens the prov-
ince’s position as a global leader in agriculture value-add-
ed processing and will further increase Saskatchewan’s 
international exports.”

The facility’s new capacity will be over two million met-
ric tons, which is more than double its current capacity. 
LDC initially opened the Yorkton facility in 2009 and cur-
rently employs approximately 120 people. 

“This investment supports the group’s strategic growth 
plans by reinforcing core merchandizing activities, in this 
case with additional capacity to originate and process 
Canadian canola seeds to provide nourishment for peo-

Gelchie said. 
“It also positions LDC as a strategic feedstock provider 

to renewable energy producers and accelerates our contri-
bution to a global energy transition that we are excited to 
be a part of.”

In addition to helping with the canola crushing goal, 
the expansion puts the province closer to meeting several 
other key goals outlined in Saskatchewan’s Growth Plan, 
including: 

• Grow private capital investment in Saskatchewan to 
$16 billion annually;

• Increase the value of exports by 50 per cent;
• Grow Saskatchewan’s agri-food exports to $20 billion; 

and
• Increase agriculture value-added revenue to $10 bil-

lion.
Canola oil and canola seed were among Saskatchewan’s 

top three agri-food exports in 2022, with a value of $3.5 
billion and $2.7 billion, respectively. 

Construction of the additional canola crushing line is 
expected to begin later this year.

Louis Dreyfus to double capacity
at Yorkton canola crushing plant
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Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309
FURNITURE         ELECTRONICS

Choose any device for $0 upfront with 
monthly plus pricing on a 2-year voice 
and data plan.

ALL PHONES
$0UPFRONT

Universe 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Lots of EZGO Golf Carts in stock!

www.universesatellite.com              1-306-645-2669www.universesatellite.com              1-306-645-2669

Navigating a lifetime of financial learning
-
-

-

-

-

-

Young children

-

-

Teens and
young adults

-

-

-

30s and 40s

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

50s, 60s and beyond

Learning the basics of financial management can start at a young age. But Stephanie Holmes-
Winton, founder and chief executive officer of CacheFlow, says lessons need to match what an 
individual will encounter in their daily lives. “Like brushing your teeth, developing good financial 
habits comes from timing and repetition,” she says.
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Learn more at timetodigdeeper.com

#TIMETODIGDEEPER

Yet, one-sided Canada
only extra costs are 
making it increasingly

Scan the QR Code with 
your mobile phone to visit 
the website

Producing more potash 
in Canada is better for 
the world—and you.

Fewer emissions

Billions of dollars for 
our economy

More jobs

It’s time to dig deeper. 

Dig Deeper_Print Ad_Full-Page_10.25x14_FINAL.indd   1 2020-10-27   1:59 PM
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Custom Silage 
Chopping
Full or Partial 

Service Available

TED  
204.512.0754    

BMO’s $2 million donation to U of S to accelerate 
research critical to the future of food

 Critical research into regen-
erative and digital agriculture at 
the University of Saskatchewan 
will be accelerated thanks to a $2 
million donation from BMO. The 
donation will support two initia-
tives within the College of Ag-
riculture and Bioresources: the 
*BMO Soil Analytical Laboratory 
and the Jarislowsky and BMO 
Research Chair in Regenerative 
Agriculture.

“USask is excited to partner 
with BMO to strengthen the 
College of Agriculture and Bio-
resources’ research ecosystem,” 
said USask President Peter Stoi-
cheff. “BMO’s investment will 
accelerate research and training 
in one of our signature areas and 
ensure that farmers and agrono-
mists are at the cutting edge of 
production and environmental 
practices that support global 
food production.” 

“We’re excited to contribute to 
the progress of the University of 
Saskatchewan’s research in sup-
port of sustainable agriculture,” 
said Lynda Taylor, Head, BMO 
Agriculture. “As longtime part-
ners and investors in the agricul-
tural sector and a leader in sus-
tainability, we know this research 
is vital to the future and the 
progress being made to grow Canada’s agri-food sec-
tor and the strength and resilience of our farmers, who 
are among the most innovative producers in the world 
when it comes to regenerative agriculture.”

A multi-donor initiative, the new research chair posi-
tion will focus on accelerating the science and adoption 
of regenerative agriculture, through detailed assess-
ment of management practices aimed at preserving and 
restoring agroecosystem health while maximizing yield 

The soil analytical laboratory will help alleviate a 
critical bottleneck in digital agriculture research and 
providing key analytical capabilities for research in re-
generative agriculture. The new laboratory will:

• Expand current capability for characterizing soil 
carbon and nitrogen dynamics, a cornerstone for quan-
tifying regenerative agriculture impacts

• Build high-throughput spectroscopic capability for 
rapid assessment of a range of soil properties, including 
plant-available nutrients

• Facilitate rapid characterization of the soil and plant 
microbiome, an indicator of soil health and function

• Enable data integration across multiple analytical 

platforms, building a soil database that can be mined to 
better understand the interactions between soil function 
and above-ground crop performance

• Create world-leading train-
ing opportunities for students 
in some of the world’s most 
advanced agriculture practices 
right here in Saskatchewan

“Expanding our research ca-
pacity in regenerative agricul-
ture and our analytical capacity 
in soil health will accelerate de-
velopment of targeted solutions 
for food security while protect-
ing our natural resources,” said 
Dr. Angela Bedard-Haughn 
(PhD), Dean of the College of 
Agriculture and Bioresources.

“Soil carbon storage will play 
an important role to help achieve 
a net zero future and we need in-
novative research to establish 
the next-generation of technolo-
gies to build climate change 
resilience and feed a growing 
population,” said Michael Tor-
rance, Chief Sustainability Of-

is happy to partner with the 
University of Saskatchewan to 
establish a Chair in Regenerative 
Agriculture and the BMO Soil 
Analytical Lab, as a leader in this 
space.”

BMO’s gift is part of the uni-
versity’s upcoming Be What the 
World Needs campaign.

*Name pending approval from USask Board of Governors.

The donation will support two initiatives within the USask College of Agriculture and 
Bioresources: the *BMO Soil Analytical Laboratory and the Jarislowsky and BMO Re-
search Chair in Regenerative Agriculture.

Christina Weese photo

Universe 
Satellite Sales

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com
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346 King Street  |  Virden, MB 204-748-3331  |  www.kullbergs.ca  |  Find us on Facebook!

FREE 
DELIVERY

within 200km 
from Brandon, MB 
(Manitoba only). 

Ask about our 
Saskatchewan 

Delivery options!

FINANCING AVAILABLE BY TEXTING 
KULLBERGS TO 75837

FROM YOUR SMART PHONE

LAYAWAY 
OPTIONS

ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE

91st Anniversary 

Leather Sofa
By Palliser, leather seating, 1 only

Was $2899

Now $1699

Sectional
Fabric cover, 1 only

Was $2899

Now $1699

La-Z Boy Recliner
Fabric cover, rocker or wall-a-way recliner, stock only

Was $1799

Now $899

7-Piece Dining Set
Table and 6 chairs

Was $1749

Now $999

King Size Beautyrest Mattress
Pocket coils, stock only, queen size also available

Was $1499
Now $799

April 13th - May 1st

Win A $910 Gift Card! Purchase over $500 and get entry in draw.
One entry per customer

Bunk Bed                        Now $599Now $599
Twin over twin, black metal . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . Was $899

Twin Mattress                Now $299Now $299
6 only, foam construction 

Flippable Queen Mattress Now $899Now $899
1 only, plush . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Was $1399

Wall-A-Way Recliner       Now $598Now $598
Fabric Cover . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Was $899

28 CU Ft Fridge             Now $1999Now $1999
French door, bottom freezer, stainless steal    Was $2599

Coffee and End Table     Now $199Now $199
3-piece set, marble look tops, 1 set only    Was $349

Solid Wood Queen Bed Now $1199Now $1199
Headboard, foot board and rails, variety of stain 
colours, made in Canada . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Was $1699

Power Recliner               Now $749Now $749
Fabric cover, 2 colours . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Was $1099

Queen Mattress              Now $499Now $499
Pocket coils, 10” thick . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Was $799

Reclining Sofa               Now $1488Now $1488
2 styles to choose from, leather-look fabric      Was $2199

Desk                               Now $399Now $399
 . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . .  Was $599

3-Piece Kitchen Set       Now $269Now $269
30” round table and 2 chairs . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . .  Was $399

Washer and Dryer Pair  Now $1399Now $1399
Top load, large capacity, with agitator, 
2 sets only . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Was $1999

Microwave                      Now $299Now $299
Over-the-range, stainless steal front, by Samsung


