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Red River Métis Fort Ellice Local
manitobametis.com

Best wishes to all
Red River Métis people

and to our Indigenous
brothers and sisters.

Hope for justice for all of the
missing and murdered

Indigenous people

For generations, 
many Indigenous 
groups and commu-
nities have celebrat-
ed their culture and 
heritage on June 21 
or around that time 
of year because of the 

summer solstice as the 
longest day of the year.

National Aboriginal 
Day, now National 
Indigenous Peoples 
Day, was announced 
in 1996 by then Gov-
ernor General of Can-
ada, Roméo LeBlanc, 
through the Proclama-
tion Declaring June 21 
of Each Year as Na-
tional Aboriginal Day. 
This was the result 
of consultations and 
statements of support 
for such a day made 
by various Indigenous 
groups:

• In 1982, the Na-
tional Indian Brother-
hood, now the Assem-
bly of First Nations, 
called for the creation 
of National Aboriginal 
Solidarity Day

• In 1995, the Sacred 
Assembly, a national 

conference of Indig-
enous and non-Indige-
nous people chaired by 
Elijah Harper, called 
for a national holiday 
to celebrate the contri-
butions of Indigenous 
Peoples

• Also in 1995, the 
Royal Commission on 
Aboriginal Peoples 
recommended the des-
ignation of a National 
First Peoples Day

• On June 21, 2017, 

the Prime Minister is-
sued a statement an-
nouncing the inten-
tion to rename this day 

National Indigenous 
Peoples Day.

National Indigenous 
Peoples Day is part of 

the Celebrate Canada 
program, which also 
includes Saint-Jean-
Baptiste Day on June 

24, Canadian Multicul-
turalism Day on June 
27 and Canada Day on 
July 1.

On June 21, for National Indigenous Peoples Day, we recognize and celebrate the his-
tory, heritage, resilience and diversity of First Nations, Inuit and Métis across Canada.

About National Indigenous Peoples Day

June 21
An excellent time to celebrate and 
recognize the culture, heritage, 
and history of the Mitchifs across 
our nations. Maarsii.

—Local 135
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National Indigenous 
Peoples Day is an an-
nual reminder for peo-
ple across Canada to 
recognize and celebrate 
the unique heritage, di-
verse cultures and out-
standing contributions 
of First Nations people, 
Inuit and Métis. The 
Canadian Constitution 
recognizes these three 
groups as Indigenous 
peoples.

Although these 
groups share many 
similarities, they each 
have their own distinct 
heritage, language, cul-
tural practices and spir-
itual beliefs.

June 21, the summer 
solstice, holds great 

to First Nations people, 
Inuit and Métis alike. 
For generations, many 
Indigenous peoples 
and communities have 
celebrated their culture 
and heritage on or near 
this day because of the 

-
mer solstice as the lon-
gest day of the year. In 
Canada, we dedicate 
the longest day of the 
year to showing our 
appreciation of Indig-
enous peoples and the 
ways they enrich our 
culture.

Indigenous people 
represent one of the 
youngest populations 
in Canada.

On average, Indig-
enous people were 8.8 
years younger than 
the non-Indigenous 
population in 2016. In-

digenous youth, those 
aged 15 to 24 years, 
made up one-sixth of 
the entire Indigenous 
population (16.9%), 
a larger proportion 
than among the non-
Indigenous population 
(12%). It is also expect-
ed that the Indigenous 
population will remain 
younger, but that youth 
will make up a smaller 
share of the Indigenous 
population in the com-
ing decades.

In 2016, 6.7% of all 
youth aged 15 to 24 in 
Canada were Indig-
enous. However, there 

-
al variation:

2.8% in Québec,
3.7% in Ontario
23.6% in Saskatch-

ewan
24% in Manitoba
32.4% in the Yukon
67.7% in the North-

west Territories
93.8% in Nunavut
More than 80% of 

First Nations (82.4%) 
and Métis youth 
(83.8%) lived in either 
Ontario or the western 
provinces, compared 
with 71.1% of the total 
non-indigenous youth 
population in Canada.

From coast to coast, 
the majority of First 
Nations (91%), Métis 
(93%) and Inuit youth 
(97%) reported that 
they felt good about 
their Indigenous iden-
tity. Most also reported 
making an effort to 
learn more about their 
history, traditions and 
culture—71.4% of First 
Nations youth, 64.6% 
of Métis youth, and 
74.4% of Inuit youth.

Indigenous languag-
es in Canada have been 
evolving over genera-

and diverse histories, 
landscapes, cultures 
and knowledge. More 
than 70 Indigenous lan-
guages were reported 

in the 2016 Census, 
and 36 had at least 500 
speakers. 

Indigenous youth 
highly value Indig-
enous languages, iden-
tity and culture. Half 
of Indigenous youth 
reported that speak-
ing an Indigenous lan-
guage was important 
or very important to 
them. In 2016, 13% 
of Indigenous youth 
could speak an Indig-
enous language well 
enough to conduct a 

-
ure was 16.5% for First 
Nations youth, 0.8% for 
Métis youth, and 64.4% 
for Inuit youth.

Indigenous youth 
also contribute sig-

market. In 2016, there 

were over 111,000 In-
digenous workers aged 
15 to 24 years in Cana-
da, representing 5.1% 
of total youth employ-
ment in the country. 
Among the provinces, 
the proportion was 
highest in Manitoba 
(15.1%) and Saskatch-
ewan (13.6%). In the 
Northwest Territories, 
close to half (48.1%) of 
all young workers were 
Indigenous, while in 
Yukon, the proportion 
was 22.8%. In Nuna-
vut, the vast majority 
(87.8%) of young work-
ers were Inuit.

The employment 
rate among Indigenous 
youth reached 57.4% in 
the three months end-
ing in August 2021, 
surpassing its pre-Co-

vid-19 pandemic level 
and summer 2020 level 
of 47.4%. Finally, the la-
bour force participation 
rate among Indigenous 
youth was 66.8%, the 
highest since the onset 
of the pandemic and 
3.0 percentage points 
above that seen in the 
summer job market in 
2020.

Data from the 2021 
Census of Population 
will provide further 
insight into the expe-
riences of Indigenous 
youth in Canada. Two 
new questions were 
added to the 2021 Cen-
sus, allowing Métis and 
Inuit to identify them-
selves further, which 
will permit more de-
tailed analysis of these 
population groups.

Daryl Harrison
MLA FOR CANNINGTON CONSTITUENCY

220 Centre Street   |   Alida, SK

canningtonconstituency@sasktel.net

Main: 306-443-4400

Toll Free: 1-833-670-4400

On June 21 we celebrate
Canada’s First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis peoples and their rich and

diverse cultures

38:1:c

National Indigenous Peoples DayNational Indigenous Peoples Day
Distinct heritage, language, culture, and beliefs
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Proudly owned and operated 
by Cowessess First Nation

BOOK A TEE TIME BY CALLING THE PRO SHOP:

306.696.2507    
CLUBHOUSE: 306.696.3204

Happy National 
Indigenous 
Peoples Day

June 21, 2023

On National Indigenous Peoples Day, 
we salute the local Indigenous
and Métis communities for their

important contributions to our region!

Proud to be part of your community

The newly erected tipi at Bradley Park 
in Moosomin during sunset. The tipi is 
a permanent structure at Bradley Park, 
erected by MN-S Local 44. A dedication 
for the new tipi was held on June 10. The 
tipi includes photos of local Métis family 
history, beautiful painted benches, and a 
cedar floor.


