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Crops looking good in the southeast
BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
A cooler, wetter-than-usual July has helped bolster 

crops in the area as vast seas of yellow canola stretch 
across the prairie landscape. According to the most recent 
cropland topsoil moisture map, the levels are reported 

smoke has providing mixed results in terms of crop de-
velopment.

“I thought that smoke gave us tremendous yield, then 
the next year it didn’t,” said Gerald-area producer Kevin 

Hruska, adding he’s had it with the smoky summers of 
recent growing seasons. “I can’t extrapolate what that 
smoke means to our crop yields, but it’s sickening. It’s 

One bonus is the protection the smoke provides from 
the hot sun, although this summer hasn’t seen too many 
hot days so far.

“The sun isn’t cooking everything,” agreed Blake 
Duchek, who farms in the Atwater area. “It’s basically 
like it’s cloudy all the time, and I think we’ll probably see 
the canola bloom for an extra week or so. Every day that 

it blooms, it’s more and more canola pods that it forms.”
That’s good for the canola, but Duchek also noted some 

oats he’s seeded on May 28 still haven’t headed out yet.
“I just talked to my agrologist about it, and he’s like, 

‘wow, that’s pretty weird for them not to be headed out,’ 
but being that it’s been so cloudy and cool and with the 
moisture, he said that could delay it by 10 days,” Duchek 
explained. “But, if we get an early frost, we could be in 
trouble.”

Continued on Page B3

Ashley Bochek took this aerial photo of crops near Moosomin last week.
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Crops looking good in the southeast
Continued from front

Moisture levels
remain consistent

Near Rocanville, Rylar Hutchinson says 
that the smoke has helped his canola as 
well.

positive impact on crops this year espe-
cially the canola,” he said. “It has helped 

this year so far!”
Timely showers interspersed with a few 

days in a row of sunny conditions have set 

he says.

likes. Cooler temps are easier on the cano-

pared to other years, but we’re not out of 

until the crops in the bin.”

whole area are sort of okay, however our 

had that early snow and early rain, and 
we’ve had several nice little three- to four-

need a couple more showers because it’s 
just in bloom now.”

Despite the anomaly with his oats, 
Duchek calls this year’s crop one of the 
best he’s had in a number of years.

he said. “I just pulled some plants out of 

time.”

a little help.

peratures’ helped canola producers out his 
way.

hail—that can stay away—but as of now 

and oilseed producers are pretty pleased 

“Our hay is not what it should be, but our 

hold in some parts of the southeast, with 
32 per cent of the crop cut, 49 per cent of 

Pests not a huge issue

section that had been pasture, which had 

of the canola on the hills, they chewed it 

Now this year, they are back.”

spots on the hilltops on the half-section. 

Ashley Bochek took this 
photo of a canola crop 
with the Moosomin Par-
rish and Heimbecker ter-
minal in the background.
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The study, commissioned by the Global Institute for Food Security (GIFS) at 
the University of Saskatchewan (USask), compared barley and oats produced 
in Saskatchewan, Western Canada, Canada and international competitors—
Australia and France for barley, and Australia, Finland, Poland and Sweden 
for oats.

“The results from our oat and barley report further reinforce the productive 
sustainability of Western Canada’s cropping system,” said GIFS Chief Execu-

-

peas we announced last year. It’s a clear story of innovation—demonstrating 
that Canada’s advanced cropping systems continue to drive sustainable pro-
ductivity.”

Comparable to earlier studies, the lower carbon intensity numbers for barley 
and oat production in Western Canada are driven by the widespread adoption 
of various innovations and farming practices employed by producers, includ-
ing:

• No-and minimal till farming;
• The adoption of herbicide-tolerant canola;
• A robust crop rotation system;

• The growing adoption of innovations on the rise, such as the variable-rate 
application of fertilizer.

“We are pleased to see that the latest carbon footprint study from GIFS con-
-
-

search from GIFS will help ensure that our producers remain competitive on 
the world stage. This is evidence that matters to global markets that are looking 
for products that are sustainably produced. We’re grateful to our oat and barley 
producers for the work they do to meet the needs of mar-
kets around the world that rely on Saskatchewan for safe, 
and high-quality food.”                Continued on Page B7 

A new comparative carbon footprint study of barley and oats production 
from GIFS at USask shows that Western Canadian farmers have lowest car-
bon intensity.

GIFS at USask study shows Prairie 
farmers producing lowest carbon 

intensity barley and oats
A new comparative carbon footprint study of barley and oats production 
shows that Saskatchewan and Western Canadian farmers are producing 

these crops with the lowest carbon intensity relative to other jurisdictions
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Ashley Bochek took this aerial photo of crops near Moosomin last week.

Ag Ag NewsNews

Reach thousands of readers in local communities with our monthly 

Agriculture Supplement
Next Issue August 25th

Call 306-435-2445 to book your ad!
world_spectator@sasktel.net

View past issues at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news



Monday, July 28, 2025 Ag News - Moosomin, Sask. B5

BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI

LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With the peak of summer fast approach-
ing, beekeepers are in the busiest part of 
their year. But the spring and summer of 
2025 have been a real mixed bag with a 
cooler, wetter season plagued by intermit-

Rocanville. “Honeybees require a certain 
light intensity in order to leave the hive to 
forage. On the days when smoke is thick, 

-
katchewan produced 22 per cent of the 91.8 
million pounds of honey (20 million lbs.) 
produced in Canada, exporting around $4 
million (down $6.6 million from the year 
previous). 

smoky conditions, blocking out the sun’s 

-

and therefore producing less nectar and 
-

-

own bees—a practice that means multiple 
-

gin queen.
“The queen has a window of opportunity 

-
dow closes, she doesn’t mate again for her 

mating window happens to overlap with a 
smoky week or two, the result is a sub-par 
batch of queens at best. There is anecdotal 
evidence from various producers that their 
mating success rates have lessened in these 

-
ducers are seeing some of the same conse-
quences as smoky summers become more 
intense.

-
ing more and more smoke through the 
summer, almost becoming a normal thing 

-
-

-
duce around 20 million pounds of honey 
with an approximate value of $50 million 

into the provincial economy, courtesy the 

In total, the Prairie provinces accounted for 

Smoke may also
have benefits

smoke are quite obvious, there may be 

somewhat of a silver lining to be found. 

when asked about this season compared to 
2024. “I can say that for our area at least, it’s 

this spring is the resulting proliferation of 
other plants, growing at a time when usu-
ally things would not be as abundant.

Continued on Page B8 
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Lance Strong pulls a frame from a recently gathered box to show what his team collects and processes. 

Wet start to the season and
wildfire smoke affecting bees
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BY RYAN KIEDROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
In a year plagued with drought condi-

tions and trade instability, both federal 
and provincial levels of government an-
nounced a boost to the AgriStability pro-
gram last week.

“It’s nice to be able to announce those 
today,” said provincial Agriculture Min-
ister, Daryl Harrison on July 21. “I think 
producers are looking forward to it, pro-
ducer groups are looking forward to it. It’s 
nice to see it come to fruition.”

AgriStability helps farming operations 
that face a large margin decline caused by 
production loss, increased costs, or market 
conditions. Personalized for every pro-
ducer who enrols, coverage uses histori-
cal information based on income tax and 
supplementary information. Delivered 
through the Saskatchewan Crop Insurance 
Corporation, it’s one of the business risk 
management programs in the federal Sus-
tainable Canadian Agricultural Partner-
ship. For this year only, participants in the 
AgriStability program will see an increase 
in the compensation rate from 80 to 90 per 
cent and the maximum cap is doubling to 
$6 million per operation. 

Some parts of Saskatchewan are expe-
riencing the “worst drought in a decade,” 
with 44 per cent of the province listed as 
under drought conditions and 38 per cent 

in some places is reminiscent of the Dirty 
-

prise, Maple Creek, Fox Valley, Waverley, 
-

cal state of emergency.
“Now is the time for unity, and we are 

working together to deliver for producers 
right across the country to make sure our 
programs work for them,” Heath Mac-
Donald, federal Minister of Agriculture 

meeting last week, we agreed to make 
changes to AgriStability so that producers 
facing trade uncertainty and dry condi-

tions have more protection.”
As for future changes, AgriStability will 

see adjustments to the feed inventory pric-
ing for livestock, starting in 2026. Some al-
lowable expenses are also under consider-
ation for the 2026 program year.

has long advocated for changes to the 
eligible feed expenses and changes to the 
feed inventory pricing for AgriStability,” 

the changes announced today, includ-
ing moving forward with the permanent 
change to the feed inventory pricing for 

the program more responsive for livestock 
producers. We will continue to advocate 
for the allowable feed expenses to become 
permanent as well.” 

From the years 2018 to 2023, the AgriSta-
bility program paid out more than $645 

trending higher for the 2024 program year. 

2025 AgriStability is fast approaching, 
even though it has been extended to July 
31 (from April 30). 

Chinese tariffs continue
to worry canola producers

During the virtual meeting between 
MacDonald and provincial and territo-

was another hot topic. Put in place back 
in March, China imposed a 100 per cent 

on Chinese electric vehicles, steel, and alu-

minum.
“Our trade is a moving target,” Harri-

son told the World-Spectator. “My biggest 
question from producers is China, and the 

-

Harrison says there appears to be no 
movement with regards to the Chinese 

directly to Minister McDonald,” Harrison 
explained. “He said there are talks going 
on, that they are engaged. I said, ‘that’s the 

the fact there’s been little or no mention 
to it in any of the federal government’s 
dialogue, nor in any media. Not knowing 
anything is probably worse than getting 
bad news, but most certainly, everybody’s 
kind of waiting on pins and needles just to 
see. It’s a huge cash crop for our produc-
ers, and then our canola crushers are also 
right in the middle of this.”

Harrison also continues to be boggled 
as to the reasoning behind the retaliatory 

market in Canada doesn’t seem to be all 
too large.

“We’ve been pushing the federal gov-

and actually even prior to it, because we 

-
sions, and there eventually was,” he said. 
“We still continue to pressure the federal 

engage with China on a nation to nation 
level and get this resolved.

“I’m not sure that there’s even an elec-
tric vehicle market here in Canada to try to 
protect, so it’s really unclear as to what the 
intention was of our federal government 

concluded. 

To advertise in Ag News contact Kara at

306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net

Saskatchewan Agriculture
Minister Daryl Harrison.

Federal Agriculture Minister 
Heath MacDonald
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Crop insurance extends for AgriStability producers

Continued from Page B3

barley and oats followed established 
protocol supported by global stan-
dards, including ISO 14044 and ISO 
14067, and leveraged the expertise of 

study compiled and reviewed data 
on the carbon dioxide equivalent 
emissions for the various activities 
that go into crop production includ-

seed, fertilizer and manure inputs, 
emissions associated with fertilizer 
and pesticide manufacturing, ener-

activities, and post-harvest work) 
and nitrous oxide and carbon diox-
ide emissions from the application 
of nitrogen fertilizer, lime and urea.

-
tential of agricultural landscapes to 
support soil-based carbon seques-
tration. 

“Agriculture is all about carbon 
and these studies show that Ca-
nadian farmers can produce more 

good carbon with less waste, while 
helping us understand the impact 
of the innovative, practices farmers 
deploy on the production system,” 

importance of approaching these 
studies from a systems perspective, 
considering the food produced, the 
emissions or waste generated, and 
the ability of the system to sequester 
carbon in the soil.”

-
cluding or excluding soil carbon se-
questration, the carbon footprint to 
produce barley and oats is lowest in 
Saskatchewan and Western Canada, 

-
tinct when soil carbon is included.

“As the world’s population con-
tinues to increase, so does the need 
to create sustainable methods to feed 
this growing population,” said US-

this study emphasize the true impact 
that the University of Saskatchewan 
and the Global Institute for Food Se-
curity have on Canada’s agricultural 

landscape. We have been leaders 
when it comes to researching and ex-
ploring innovative and sustainable 
farming practices and we are com-
mitted to continuing this excellent 
work for many years to come.”

-
ity to drive productive sustainability 
through the large-scale deployment 
of innovations by producers.

“We undertook these life cycle 
analyses to understand how crop 
production compares across re-
gions, the impact of innovation on 
production, and to support the de-
velopment of a regulatory frame-
work that is evidence-based, follows 
the data and considers the whole 
system through a productivity lens 
that measures grain yields, emis-
sions and sequestration,” said Webb. 

-
ment across all production systems, 
and GIFS emphasizes that one size 

practices should be scaled to regions 
-

es.”

GIFS at USask study 
shows Prairie farmers 

producing lowest carbon 
intensity barley and oats
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Wet start to the season and
wildfire smoke affecting bees

Continued from Page B5
“Typically, we have a 

dearth period after dande-
lions and caraganas until 
clover and canola, how-
ever this year we had a lot 

early clover and alfalfa that 
kept the bees going with-
out having to slow down,” 
Strong said. “This has pro-
vided us with strong colo-
nies going into the canola 
bloom—good for us and 
for the canola growers!”

Some studies suggest 
that adding three honey 
bee hives per hectare of 
canola increases yield by 
46 per cent compared to 

In addition to more foli-
age around, Steppler also 
suggests that smoke may 
actually have given some 
cover for the bees.

“It might actually help 
the bees because it’s pro-
vided that little bit of a 
shield from the scorching, 
hot sun, protecting the crop 
a little bit, which allowed 
the crop to not get burnt 

the cover might have even 
made for a longer bloom-
ing period. “I’m hearing 
that more and more, actu-
ally, where it might be just 
a little bit of protection 
from the scorching sun. 
It depends on who you 
talk to, some beekeepers 
are very concerned about 
the environment and the 
smoke—and that I under-
stand, they’re more on the 
side of this smoke is bad 
for the bees—but the com-
mercial guys talking to me 

-
ent. Maybe it actually helps 
us, but with the caveat that 
we’re not in the heart of it.”

Beekeepers located clos-
er to the thick of the heavy, 
orange smoke are the ones 
in trouble Steppler says.

“The bees stay in the 
colonies, and they kind of 
sit and lose weight,” he 
explained. “They don’t 

queen mating and such.”
As a result, some pro-

ducers have had to relocate 
their bee yards in order to 
protect the hives.

Steppler described the 
growing season as ‘very in-
teresting,’ adding that the 
spring had begun tough 
with colonies experiencing 
a dwindle initially due to 
the cool conditions.

“But then this spring 
turned around, and we 

had very favorable condi-
tions come through,” he 
said. “The colonies turned 
around and they started 
to grow; they exploded 
and they haven’t stopped 
growing. I don’t think I’ve 
seen the colonies in such 
great shape.”

Dandelions and berry 
trees began to bloom at 
the right time in Manitoba 

lush.

grass—we’re still mowing 
our bee yards because the 
grass just won’t quit grow-
ing,” Steppler said. “You 
look at the crops around 
here, and they’re just spec-
tacular. We got timely rains 
come through in central 
Manitoba. I know there’s 
some dry places in Mani-
toba, maybe the growth 
isn’t as dramatic, but I’m 

hearing from beekeepers 
this is a clover year, one 
of those years where you 
have the clover grow just 
tremendously and produce 
a lot of nectar. Beekeepers 
across Manitoba are like, 
‘all right, the clover years, 
we just love these years!’ 

colonies, and if you were 
to count the rings in a tree, 
this would be one of those 
growth years.”
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BIG DOG SEEDS INC.
OXBOW, SK

306.483.2963

THINK WINTER 
WHEAT:

• 
• 
• Moats
Cleaned and ready to go now

bigdog.farm@sasktel.net 
KIOTI.com

Purchase a CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series
KIOTI tractor and receive a FREE Loader*

KIOTI.com

COMPACT TRACTORS

45-58 HPDK2020
SERIES

Purchase a CS, CX, CK, DK, DKSE, NX or NS Series
KIOTI tractor and receive a FREE Loader*

$4450
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    72
UP TO

UP TO FREE
LOADER*

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Farm Credit Canada 
(FCC) is expanding its In-
novation Farm Network, 
a key part of its long-term 
strategy to make Canada 
a global leader in agricul-
tural innovation and pro-
ductivity.

The network is adding 
a 6,000-acre farm, with 
2,600-acres dedicated to 
potatoes, in MacGregor, 
Manitoba to its series of 
Innovation Farms, which 
give farmers access to trust-
ed, practical tools to grow 

and with less risk. This 
-

to operation has joined the 

continued commitment to 
support agtech innovation 
that meets the needs of a 
wide range of producers.

The expansion is part of 
a multi-year partnership 
between FCC and EMILI, 
a Winnipeg-based organi-
zation focused on acceler-
ating digital agriculture. 
EMILI will lead testing and 

MacGregor site, building 
on the success of its Innova-
tion Farms, its demonstra-
tion site launched in 2022.

“World leading innova-
tion is essential to helping 
Canadian farmers keep 
pace in a highly competi-
tive global industry. New 
methods and technologies 
in the ag and food industry 

resilient and strong” said 
Justine Hendricks, presi-
dent and CEO of FCC. 

Network and its partners 
are critical to delivering 
this vital innovation to Ca-
nadian producers when 
they need it the most.”

In May, FCC announced 
a $2-billion commitment 
through FCC Capital to 
help Canadian agtech com-
panies bring viable, practi-
cal solutions to the market. 
The Innovation Farm Net-
work is a key part of that 

-
ing real-world testbeds for 
startups while reducing the 
risk for farmers who want 
to adopt new tools.

The EMILI Innovation 

Farms potato site, located 
at the JP Wiebe Ltd. op-
eration in MacGregor, pro-
duces a variety of Russet 
potatoes used in food pro-

technologies for growing 
potatoes, related crop rota-
tions and irrigated crops. 
One of those is a sensor-
based storage monitoring 
technology developed by 
Cellar Insights, an FCC 
Capital portfolio company. 
Other tools being trialed 

-

CropSentry and Ukko 

which help collect data on 
growing conditions.

“With the addition of 
this site, we can evalu-
ate more technologies in 
more settings and see how 
they perform in prairie 

-
ent crops,” said Jacqueline 
Keena, managing director 

to FCC for their ongoing 
investment. Their multi-
year commitment helps us 

reach more farmers and 
support more innovators to 
accelerate the adoption of 

on-farm technologies, ulti-
mately making them more most valuable vegetable 

primary agriculture crop 
overall. Canada ranks 
among the top 10 global 
exporters of table and seed 
potatoes. The potato sector 
is ripe for transformation 
through technology, par-
ticularly in areas like irriga-
tion, water management, 
nutrient placement and 
yield optimization.

Expanding to more than 
17,000 acres, the FCC In-
novation Farm Network 
supports real-world test-
ing of agtech innovations 
across Canada. Through a 
mix of farm types and re-
gions, the network mirrors 
the diversity of Canadian 
agriculture, helping build 

to lower the risk to produc-
ers of adopting new opera-
tions and processes.

FCC and EMILI will con-
tinue working together to 
align resources, connect in-
novators to testing environ-
ments and expand the net-

in Innovation Farms, FCC 
is ensuring that Canadian 
farmers have access to the 
tools and insights they 
need to thrive.

FCC and EMILI expand Innovation 
Farm Network in Manitoba

To advertise in AG NEWS
306-435-2445
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THE SUMMER REAL ESTATE SEASON

is just warming upis just warming up!!

221 Turbantia Street
Esterhazy, SK

MLS®# SK008796
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$245,000

Grenfell Acreage
Elcapo RM No. 154, SK

MLS®# SK007882
5 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$399,000

#5 Westview
Melville, SK

MLS®# SK999570
4 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms

$395,000

Elizabeth St South Acreage
Fertile Belt RM No.183, SK

MLS®# SK008723
4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$525,000

707 Elsinore Street
Whitewood, SK
MLS®# SK007007

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms 
$265,000

302 May Street
Neudorf, SK

MLS®# SK997126
3 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

$130,000

540 Stanley Street
Esterhazy, SK

MLS®# SK008779
2 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

$338,000

Barn 21
Grayson RM No.184, SK

MLS®# SK99842
4 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms

$425,000

HWY 13 Estate
Brock RM No.64, SK

MLS®# SK009735
4 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathrooms

$2,328,222

Holars Haven Acreage
Spy Hill RM No.152, SK

MLS®# SK012055
5 Bedrooms   |   4 Bathrooms

$758,888

405 March Avenue E
Langenburg, SK
MLS®# SK008401

3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
$174,000

4 Whispering Valley Estates
Round Lake, SK
MLS®# SK002876

3 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms
$1,200,000

Hayland Farmacy Acreage
Good Lake RM No. 274, SK

MLS®# SK993978
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$374,000

1125 Mallard Drive
Rocanville, SK
MLS®# SK009543

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
$249,000

Waldron Acres
Cana RM No. 214, SK

MLS®# SK010344
3 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

$199,888

201 Margaret Court
Esterhazy, SK

MLS®# SK008237
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$215,000

307 B Currie Ave
Round Lake, SK
MLS®# SK002622

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
$599,988

309 2nd Ave
Gerald, SK

MLS®# SK992874
6 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms

$339,000

The French Ranch
Brock RM No. 64, SK

MLS®# SK986852
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$1,988,888

Jaques Farm
Preeceville RM No. 334, SK

MLS®# SK009523
4 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

$2,100,500

312 Main Street
Gerald, SK

MLS®# SK010178
3 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

$85,000

124 South Railway Ave
Balcarres, SK

MLS®# SK007854
2 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$215,000

Round Lake View
Round Lake, SK
MLS®# SK002208

5 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms
$349,000

317 Ivy Heights
Crooked Lake, SK

MLS®# SK992768
4 Bedrooms   |   3 Bathrooms

$375,000

SpReimer Arena Acreage
Martin RM No. 122, SK

MLS®# SK981918
3 Bedrooms   |   1 Bathroom

$610,000

North 637 Acreage
Fertile Belt RM No. 183, SK

MLS®# SK981618
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$699,900

Prosperity Creek Acreage
Rocanville RM No. 151, SK

MLS®# SK980005
4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$425,000

213 Ancona Street
Esterhazy, SK

MLS®# SK003823
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$185,000

1201 Autumn Court
Rocanville, SK
MLS®# SK988168

4 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms
$265,610

800 3rd Ave
Spy Hill, SK

MLS®# SK983524
3 Bedrooms   |   2 Bathrooms

$145,000

Amy K. Hudacek  REALTOR®

- WHERE POTASH, WHEAT AND OIL MEET

Call/Text 306-740-6100
    amyk.inrealestate      amykhudy@icloud.com

SCAN HERE FOR ALL OF MY
ACREAGES, LAND AND HOMES
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Follow us on Facebook
For more info go to taylor.canbid.com 

or call us at 204-522-6396

FARMLAND AUCTION

 FOR THE 

OSBORNE FAMILY

Wednesday, August 13

FARM & LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Wednesday, August 6

FARM & LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT 

AUCTION FOR LANCE PIRLOT

Tuesday, August 12

LIVESTOCK EQUIPMENT 

AUCTION FOR BILL CUDMORE

Wednesday August 20

FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION 

FOR WAYNE HINE

Thursday, August 14

TAYLOR AUCTIONS 

CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

Monday, August 18

UPDATED LISTINGS COMING SOON!
Go to taylor.canbid.com to view and

 register or for more information

BY JUSTIN SHEPHERD

FCC SENIOR ECONOMIST

Over the past six months, grain and oil-
seed producers have experienced a period 

supply chains and U.S. trade relationships 
but generally stronger-than-expected pric-
es. Weather conditions have, as usual, been 

some producers have faced yet another 
year of drought, many others are antici-
pating favourable crop yields. Since last 
January’s outlook, crop margins have im-
proved, though for most producers they 
remain close to breakeven levels.

from U.S. government biofuel incentives 
have improved expectations for current 
and future demand, supporting prices. As 
the 2024/25 crop year concludes, market 

-
all, cash prices have strengthened since 

the peaks observed in 2022, current levels 
continue to exceed long-term historical 
ranges

In its July 2025 WASDE report, the USDA 
-

excluding China, continue to be tight and 

-
ing a lid on U.S. futures prices.

the U.S. due to government policies on bio-

biofuel policy is driving higher soybean 
crush in the U.S. as they need to produce 

-

Corn production is forecast to jump this 
year thanks in part to a large crop in Brazil, 
but higher consumption is expected to lead 
to ending stocks roughly unchanged year 
over year.

-
semble those recorded in early July of the 
previous year, though there are notable 

-

higher values indicating increased vegeta-

curve’s shape provides additional insight; 
after crop emergence, an appropriate com-
bination of heat and rainfall is required for 

-

-
tential, but reduced summer rainfall lim-
ited overall yields.

three prairie provinces are at average lev-
els, suggesting yield potential that may fall 

moments in time. Rainfall in July has been 
greater than the previous year, and con-
tinued precipitation could improve crop 

readings represent aggregate data, but 

quality and availability in these areas may 
present challenges during the upcoming 

Ontario and Quebec have encountered 
distinct challenges to date, primarily due 
to excessive moisture during planting that 

-

compared to historical data as early season 

heat and rainfall across most regions have 
supported corn and soybeans in progress-

-
ing the late-planted crops through pollina-
tion. Nevertheless, average to above-aver-
age yields remain attainable.

has improved compared to FCC’s January 
-

tributed to slightly stronger pricing, as cost 
structures have remained relatively stable 
and yield projections are average across 
the major provinces. While anticipated 

margins are higher than those recorded 

projected returns are expected to be at or 
near breakeven. It should be noted that ac-
tual results may improve should yields—
or marketing opportunities—exceed our 
model’s baseline assumptions.

-
itive outlook than last year. Despite vari-

conditions across regions, overall pros-

pects have improved. Cash prices have 

global supply projections and market fac-
-

Prairie regions have experienced better 
rainfall and cooler temperatures, leading 
to higher vegetation density readings and 
the potential for average or above-average 
yields. In Ontario and Quebec, after initial 
planting delays, the possibility of strong 

-
sists.

New crop outlook has improved since the start of the year

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE  

0% FOR 48 MONTHS 

YOUR LOCAL KUBOTA DEALER 

THE ALL-NEW MASTER OF ALL TRADES 

SVL97-3 KUBOTA SKID STEER 
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Call Bill for a FREE Estimate!
306.408.0055

walleye.interiors@gmail.com

Specializing in Drywalling!
• Boarding  • Taping              • Texturing 
• Suspended Ceiling  • Home Renovations

Serving Moosomin since 2008

712 Lalonde St.,
 Whitewood, SK Shop: (306) 735-4328

fl atlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
613 Gordon Street

Moosomin, SK

fl ooring
Benjamin 

Moore
KitchenCraft kitchens

306-435-3906

BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE

1100 PARK AVE. •MOOSOMIN • (306) 435-2642
• GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
• LAWN & GARDEN
• PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES

HOME CENTRE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
ALL YOUR HOME DECORATING & RENOVATING NEEDS.

www.elkhornwoodworks.com • elkhornwws@gmail.com

204-851-2923

• Formica • Arborite • Pionite • Granite & Quartz
 • Custom Countertops 

• Manufacturing   Custom Cabinet Doors

CONCRETE (2008) LTD.
FREE QUOTES

ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)
TREVOR TOPINKA

1-306-435-3860 • 1-800-300-7776
Cell: 1-306-434-7184

Cook Road • Moosomin, SK • S0G 3N0

lawrenc e  h e i n
Renovations

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

306-434-6485

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

Insurance Jobs Welcomed

Proudly Serving 
Moosomin & Rocanville

- Full Exterior Renos
- Full Interior Renos
- Custom Decks
- Drywall Painting
- Commercial 

- Maintenance
- Siding, Soffi t &  
 Fascia
- Tile, Laminate, 
- Hardwood

- Kitchen 
- Back Splashes
- Basement 
- Development
- Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

DISCOUNT
CENTRE

WE’VE GOT THE LARGEST 
SELECTION IN SW 

MANITOBA OF HARDWOOD  
AND LAMINATE FLOORING

Professional 
Installation Available.

St. Lazare, MB • (204) 683-2416

Moosomin, SK • 306-435-3954
tomselectric@sasktel.net

Complete  
Electrical Services

CALL WAYNE OR JOHN AT

Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK  •  306-435-3040

Building a 
new home or 

remodelling an 
existing home?

We wire for Satellite TV, 
High Defi nition TV, Home Theatre, 

In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!

Home OF THE 
MONTHDesign

DAN KLIEVER  
306-608-8733

OFFICE@FMINSULATION.CA

SPRAYFOAM
BATTING
BLOW-IN
THERMAL  CAMERA
INSULATION  REMOVAL

Phone: 306-961-4118

KENOSEE LAKE, SK.

Residential & 
Commercial Construction

Concrete 
Flatwork
Shops  •  Slab On Grade  •  Bin Pads

Sidewalks  •  Grade Beams

306-434-9001
copperridgeinc.com

Spray Foam
 Insulations 
& Coatings

306.434.9001
copperridgeinc.com

Type: Bungalow
Sq. Ft.: 1,798
Walk-Out 
Basement

Garage: 2 Car

Bedrooms: 3
Bathrooms: 2

House Width: 79’
House Depth: 53’

House Plan provided by 
South Prairie Design 

www.southprairiedesign.com

 
Seal Coating
Line Striping
Curb Painting
Crack Filling
Pot Hole Repair
Infrared Repair
Asphalt Projects
Sports & 

      Other Surfaces
Power Sweeping 

      & Cleaning
Power Washing

 

Residential  |  Business 
Commercial

Serving Moosomin, 
Brandon, Yorkton, 
Estevan & Area

306-434-9191 
info@actionasphaltsk.com  www.actionasphaltsk.com

Get 10% off when you mention Spectator

Call Ron at 306-435-9714
Moosomin, SK

Lepine’s 
Fiberglass Shingling

Supply & Install Residential Windows & Doors

- FREE ESTIMATES -
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306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

REDFERN FARM SERVICES  REDFERN FARM SERVICES 
& CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE  & CORR GRAIN SYSTEMS HAVE 

PARTNERED TO PROVIDE
WESTEEL GRAIN BINSWESTEEL GRAIN BINS

FROM  FROM 
HOPPER HOPPER 

BINSBINS

TO LARGE TO LARGE 
FLAT  FLAT 

BOTTOM  BOTTOM 
BINSBINS

Contact any of our locations today!Contact any of our locations today!
204.748.1122  |  redferns.ca

Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354Travis Carlson - Southeast SK - 306-861-1354
Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113Blaine Krahn - Manitoba - 431-338-0113

Barbara Dennis hugging one of her nephews at the Dennis Family 
Farm 125 Celebration. Dennis family members came back to the farm 
from all over Canada.

Family members at the silent auction tables during the Dennis Farm 
125 event. The auction was a fundraiser to buy a memorial bench for the  
Cannington Manor provincial park .

Family members sitting around an evening bonfi re at the Dennis Fam-
ily Farm 125 years celebration.

Barbara Dennis asking for a blessing from God  for the Dennis Family 
Farm and its family members during the farm’s 125 celebration.
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A group photo of the many members of the extended Dennis Family whose ancestors settled on the farm 125 years ago located southeast of 
Wawota

From left, son Boyd, mother Barbara and son Brad Dennis at the  Den-
nis Family Farm during the farm’s 125th anniversary.

A family dance was held at the Dennis Farm with music  by Joni and 
Roseanne of “Cut A Rug” music.

Shirley Dennis and Adam Dennis, representing the oldest and young-
est members of the Dennis family, planting a maple tree to commemo-
rate the 125the anniversary of the Dennis Family Farm.

BY ED JAMES
From July 18-20, NW 12-9-34-W1 in southeast Saskatch-

ewan was a very busy place. The location is the Sunny 
Brae Farm of Barbara and the late Neil Dennis. For three 
days it was the location of the Dennis Family  Reunion 
and the celebration of the farm being in the same family 
for 125 years.

In 1900, Edward James Dennis and his wife Alice settled 
on this site, which, after years of hard work, good times 
and some bad times, became a successful family farm, 
often described as being a place  of “peacefulness of the 
land.”

The three-day event  brought in generations  of the Den-
nis Family members from all over the country. Behind the 

lawn chairs where  family members of all ages shared his-
tories, births and deaths, new adventures  and old with 
much  hugging and laughter among the wide variety of 
ages.

During the three-day event there was  much to do, share 

and tents. There was never a shortage of food  and snacks, 
-

es, and a catered  roast beef supper with a special  dessert 
that featured a unique saskatoon berry sauce, the always 
popular pancake and sausage breakfast!

There were displays of old family photos and histories. 

Another unique feature  was a silent auction event with an 
eclectic collection of items from the  farm’s history, home 
made pickles, jams and baked goods, handmade quilts 
and blankets, Dennis family heirlooms, art work and  old 
aerial  photos of the Dennis homestead over the years. 
There was something for all ages  and on some items there 
was intense bidding!

-
ering was held with prayers and histories and memories 
of the farm’s 125 year history and operation.  Pastor Trevor 
Dennis acted as MC along with his father and added to the 
history of the farm and its people over the years. However 
it was present owner, Barbara Dennis,  who gave an emo-
tional telling of the farm’s history, its struggle, with the 
Depression, natural disasters and economic  hardships. 
Her speech was very emotional and at times as she paused 
to  compose herself.

Among the audience’s older faces, you could see them 
remembering the past times. Barbara also took time to talk 
about her  late husband Neil and his discovery of and later 
success with holistic farming methods and the recognition 
he was given. She ended her talk with the hope that the 
farm ownership would go on for future family genera-
tions and go forth  with faith in God’s help and a blessing 

generations of ownership within the same family.
The crowd then moved to the driveway of the farm to a 

large sign showing the family’s connection to this piece of 
land along with recognition plaques of their success with 
holistic farming techniques

At the sign, a maple leaf tree was planted by the young-
est and oldest members of the  Dennis clan to celebrate the 
125-year event. 

After this event there was a general family meeting to 
discuss future family events in the area in remembrance of 
the family. This project will be funded by the money made 
by the successful  and unique  silent auction.

After  an excellent catered supper, there was time for 

Later in the evening there was a dance in a wonderful 
converted  farm shed with the special musical styles of 
Joni and Roseanne “Cut a rug” recorded music show.

On Sunday, after the pancake breakfast,  a church ser-
-

nis of Brandon.  
“The celebration of 125 years was of the upmost im-

portance to me personally and to the memory of my late 

over the years who have worked the land,” said Barbara 
Dennis after the event.

“So much has transpired over the last 125 years. I found 
it extremely  encouraging that so many family members  
and my friends helped me out on this day. But isn’t this 
what family and friends are all about?”

Sunnybrae farm celebrates 125 years

Family members on the Dennis farm house front porch looking at the 
silent auction items and a display of the Dennis  Family Farm history and 
photos from the last 125 years.
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August 9th
Band:

the ugly
Strippers

10 PM

day pass
Adults: $25.00

Kids 6 - 12: $10.00
5 and under: free

weekend pass
Adults: $40.00

Kids 6 - 12: $15.00

merchandise
available
(debit &
cash)

free
Non-service
RV Parking
Available

And Manor Fun Daze Presents:
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Truck and Tractor Pull
August 8 and 9th th

MAnor Fair Grounds
manor, SK
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Saturday, August 9
8 AM to 10 AM - Pancake Breakfast: over 60 club

11 AM - Parade: main street
Noon to 10:30 PM - Concession Booth

& Food Trucks
1 PM to 6 PM - B & Z Inflatable Bouncers,

Face Painting, kids Train ride
2 PM to close - Beer Gardens

3 PM to 6:30 PM - Rabid Rabbit Monster Truck Rides
1 PM to 5:30 PM - tour the pits and meet drivers

7 PM - Modified truck & tractor pulls
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Friday, August 8
4:30 PM to Close -
Beer Gardens

4:30 PM to 10:30 PM -
Concession Booth
& Food Trucks

7 PM - Modified Truck
and Tractor Pulls

day papp ss
Adults: $25.00

Kids 6 - 12: $10.00
5 and under: free

weekend papp ss
Adults: $40.00

Kids 6 - 12: $15.00
August 9th

Band:
the ugly
Strippers

10 PM

free
Non-service
RV PaPP rking
Available

merchandise
available
(d(( ebit &
cash)h
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306.434.9998
apethick38@gmail.com

204.722.2361

A. Pethick Farm  A. Pethick Farm 
& Custom Ag& Custom Ag

Now offering: 

CUSTOM COMBININGCUSTOM COMBINING

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Custom Seeding
Custom Spraying

Plus more! Plus more! Please inquire!Please inquire!

KIOTI.comKIOTI.com

UTILITY TRACTORS

90-140 HPHX
SERIES

$5100
Cash Back* (T-L)Financing* Months

0%    48
UP TO

UP TO

Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

Farmers and food producers will soon have access to 
faster, smarter support thanks to Root—a free generative 
AI tool built by Farm Credit Canada (FCC). Root is de-
signed to close critical information gaps and give produc-
ers fast, reliable support anytime, anywhere, helping them 
work more productively and make better decisions on the 
farm. FCC is expanding the tool’s capabilities through a 
new partnership with Results Driven Agriculture Re-
search (RDAR), strengthening its capacity to serve Cana-
da’s ag and food industry.

vices by delivering accessible, expert-backed guidance 
to producers without requiring complex data inputs. It 

en practices into practical, timely advice producers can 
use immediately. By simplifying decision-making and 

productivity, reduce trial-and-error and empower Cana-
dian producers to adopt better practices with less risk, 
right from their phones.

Now, through a new memorandum of understanding, 
RDAR will work with FCC to strengthen the tool’s capa-
bilities. The partnership will connect Root to relevant data 

to meet the evolving needs of Canadian producers.
“Root is more than a technology solution, it’s part of a 

ture has lost: accessible, trusted and timely insight,” says 

Justine Hendricks, FCC president and CEO. “With the 
decline of local advisory networks [extension services], 
too many farmers and ranchers have had to rely on frag-
mented information or go at it alone. By partnering with 
RDAR, we’re helping producers access the kind of exper-
tise that once came from decades of community-based 
knowledge sharing and we’re doing it in real time, at the 

pace of modern farming with trusted advisors.”
RDAR invests in results-driven, producer-led research 

to improve productivity in Canada’s agriculture sector. 
With over 500 projects in its portfolio, the organization 
brings deep knowledge of the issues producers face and a 
shared commitment to innovation.

“We are especially keen on incorporating RDAR materi-
als into Root, FCC’s AI / Large Language Model Pilot and 
making our materials accessible to producers and ranch-
ers,” said Dr. Mark Redmond, CEO of RDAR. “We are 
pleased to formalize our partnership with FCC; in the past, 
we have worked on initiatives concurrently, but now we 
will collaborate more closely. This alliance aims to foster 
innovative solutions for the agricultural sector,” he added.

personal user information is required to use the assis-

trust as they explore the tool. Since its launch, Root has 
supported more than 2,900 conversations, with 91% of us-
ers reporting helpful results. It has analyzed nearly 400 
images submitted by producers, helping identify parts 
and troubleshoot equipment issues. Producers are already 
using Root to get real-time support on farm management, 
all through a simple, mobile-friendly interface.

Launched earlier this year, Root is available in English 
and French and includes voice-to-text and image recog-
nition, making it easy to use from anywhere, even in the 

As demand grows for smarter, more accessible ag sup-

functions to support producers, as well as agrifood and 
agribusiness operators, in making decisions about opera-
tions. The long-term goal is to give FCC customers and 
the Canadian ag and food industry personalized insights 

quired. Farmers and producers can start using Root right 
away. To use the tool, visit: Root, your virtual farm assis-
tant.

FCC leads AI farming innovation with 
new partnership with RDAR
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COPY PAPER

SHOP LOCAL
SAVE BIG!

306.435.2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net   |   714 Main Street   |   Moosomin, SK

8.5 X 11

$8500
PER 
CASE

10 PACKAGES PER CASE
500 SHEETS PER PACKAGE

DELIVERED WITHIN MOOSOMIN: $87 

$1000
PER 
PKG

COMPARE OUR PRICES 
WAL-MART: $129.99

AMAZON: $192.12
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Summer at last! We are fully past seeding and spray-
ing season and our routine, well, mine, has seen some 
changes. The last week of school meant some special 
daily lunches for the grands and their friends plus lots of 
yummy baking like cinnamon buns and skor cakes. Now 
for the big question … Will they come back next year?

shape in our part of the province, we can’t help but think 
of the southwest part of the province where they are suf-
fering through their 9th consecutive year of drought. We 
certainly feel the stress they are under and know that a 
decade of crop loss can mean another decade will pass by 
before the economics make sense again.

When I was out driving with hubby, crop checking 
from a distance, dark blue skies were moving in from the 
west. What an incredible backdrop those skies were for 

It seemed like the farm grandkids were no sooner done 
school and they were headed straight to the local auction 
barn for both local and regional 4-H shows and sales. 
And unlike many years when the spectators needed an 
umbrella to stay dry or a good warm coat to stay warm, 
this year was more about sunscreen, sunhats and poten-
tial heat stroke. Early July brought with it some beautiful 
warm days—what a great start to summer 2025!

Hubby and I are not cattle people at heart but the grands 
love their animals and we were so proud of them as they 
showed their continuation heifers with calves at side and 
their steers. Our granddaughter (16) loves show life even 
though her heifer was more interested in chewing on that 
little strip of grass along the gravel showring than she did 
in being led around. I couldn’t help but chuckle a little 
even though I am pretty sure our granddaughter wasn’t 
chuckling at her cow. I love to watch the kids as they so 

the ring. I remember absolutely zero about cattle groom-
ing from showing cattle oh so long ago but I recognize the 
determination and dedication of all members of the 4H 
club who give it their all and whose skills and work ethics 
will serve them well wherever life takes them.

With 4H shows over, it was time to head to the lake 

clubs, bedding and snacks. Whose idea was it to suggest 
the three oldest, 13 and 14x2 be in charge of picking out 
snacks at the grocery store? Between marshmallows and 
Turtles, Smore kits and bags of bulk candy, we eventually 
had everything together, including fruit and veges (no 
thanks to the kids) for a complete and overly indulgent 
four days of camping together. 

The twins don’t sleep in, even during camping trips, 
and are quick to ensure Gramps is ready to get out on 

-
ern pike (caught and released) was an incredible catch as 
were some of the walleye, so my worries about the twins 

now that they make a few trips a year up north were all 
for naught. They still love Fishing Lake, a place we have 
taken them every year for the past dozen or so.

One night, our youngest grandson (11) and I were hav-
ing a chat about when his mom (our youngest) was little 
and some of the chores she was required to do. He always 

kids each had to do their own laundry starting at the age 
of 12, he looked at me quizzically. “You have one year to 
go,” I told him, “before you have to start doing your own 
laundry.” There was a slight pause before he responded, 
“My dad is 44 and mom is still doing HIS laundry.” Now 
what can you say to that?

The kids met some new friends out at the lake in July 
and together all eight of them biked and swam and 
played board games and participated in my version of a 

collect what’s on the list. Good thing because they actu-

lake. I mean, what were the chances? And wings? With 
no seagulls or birds around during our little trek around 
the campground, they swatted at a swarm of teeny-tiny 

for “wings” as we were sure they wings even though you 
really couldn’t see them. 

The boys and I spent an afternoon on the golf course 
and because I don’t and have never golfed, I had a dozen 

“Grandma, stop talking. Don’t you know it’s rude to 
talk when someone is ready to hit their ball?” Well, who 
knew? Certainly not I. Nevertheless, I learned a thing or 
two, including that not even the thrill of the game will 
stop twin farm boys from walking through a four-inch 

deep, stinky little “pond” in search of a golf ball and come 
out the other side with 142 golf balls and very dirty legs, 
feet and hands, none of which were at all easy to clean. 
And ‘stink’ doesn’t quite describe it—between the golf 
balls in the back of the cart and the boys’ feet, reek might 
better describe the air surrounding our group for the re-
maining four holes. I am pretty sure the group ahead of us 
and the one behind us thought the Grandma at the wheel 
of the golf cart ought to be making her grands shower a 
little more often!

With July being our quieter month on the farm before 
the fall craziness once again begins, we have had time to 
get together with friends and family at barbeques, at the 

some of the challenges on the farm are but what a great 
life farm-life really is. One couple shared their frustrations 
with their air drill this year (oh yeah, we relate); another 
how switching from one mode of farming (dairy) to an-
other has allowed them to spend some fun time camping 
with their kids and do away with those 4:00 mornings.

As we soon put lake life behind us, our thoughts will 
be on bringing in the 2025 crop. The twins have faithfully 
been planting and watering baby trees, tilling shelter-
belts, cutting grass and checking their canola crop. And I 
faithfully get out to the farm when they are away and to-
gether with the dogs, try to get my self-imposed number 
of steps for the day in. When I was cooking and hauling 

go on any planned walks, I was easily making upwards 
of 20,000 steps a day. The minute the cooking/meal-haul-
ing ended, I dropped that in half and even with planned 
walks now, I can’t reach the same number as I did in seed-
ing. How can that even be? And am I looking forward to 
September’s busy pace again or not? 

We have been sowing and harvesting crops together for 
48 years (more for hubby) and sometimes over those 
years I have resented the times we can’t plan to go to an 
event or even a meeting that is being held in the middle 
of harvest or in seeding for that matter. And then I am 
reminded: This is our bread and butter. I have a roof over 
my head, shoes on my feet, food to eat. Our life has never 

to complain about, even less to be resentful about. Plus 

the grands. Could life really be any better?
Here’s hoping all our readers and farmers especially 

have an amazing summer and despite the workload that 
you carry at this time of year, may you get a chance to 
relax, to rejuvenate and to laugh with those you love. 
Remember—a getaway (if you can) is good for the soul. 
Happy Summer of 2025 folks! We’ll see you when the 
combines begin to roll.

A getaway from the farm is good for the soul

The federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Heath MacDonald and Saskatchewan Minister of Agri-
culture Daryl Harrison have announced the Saskatche-
wan Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC) is implementing 

challenging dry conditions. SCIC is implementing the 
double low yield appraisal process, encouraging acres of 
low-yielding eligible crops to be diverted to make addi-
tional feed available to graze, bale or silage. 

“I’ve spoken with livestock and crop producers in 
Saskatchewan who are worried about the impact that 
dry conditions could have this year,” MacDonald said. 
“Changing the yield threshold will give them some 
breathing room, so they can make the best decisions for 
their operations.”

"In multiple areas throughout the province, our live-
stock producers are facing challenges from this year's dry 
conditions," Harrison said. "There is a need to quickly 
adapt to best support producers' timely, on-farm deci-
sions. In 2021 and 2023, this same initiative was success-
fully implemented, resulting in over half a million acres of 
additional low yield crop redirected to feed. Once again, 
livestock producers are encouraged to work directly with 
neighbouring crop producers to access additional feed."

When crops are severely damaged and the appraised 
yield falls below an established threshold level, the yield 
is reduced to zero for the Crop Insurance claim. SCIC is 
doubling the low yield appraisal threshold values, allow-
ing customers to salvage their eligible crops as feed, with-
out negatively impacting future individual coverage. Pri-
or to compensation, all qualifying acres for double low 
yield appraisals must be diverted to livestock feed. They 
cannot be left to harvest. Prior to putting damaged crops 
to an approved alternate use, producers should contact 

“This announcement is welcome news for our livestock 
producers,” SARM President Bill Huber said. “As in past 
years, it will help address feed shortages so many ranch-
ers are experiencing. Timely support like this is critical to 
ensuring the sustainability of the sector in this province.”

"Many cattle producers throughout the province are 
facing potential feed shortages," Saskatchewan Cattle 
Association Chair Chad Ross said. "The recent rains may 
help with some of the later seeded crops and possible 
pasture rebound in some areas. Unfortunately, the hay 

some crops through doubling the low yield threshold 
will provide cattle producers an option for feeding their 
animals they didn't previously have. The SCA thanks 
Ministers Harrison and MacDonald, along with the gov-
ernments for moving quickly on this."

"We appreciate governments recognizing and meeting 
the need to support access to feed," Saskatchewan Stock 

are producers struggling with drought conditions. They 
are assessing and adjusting crop and feed requirements. 
This action taken helps our producers make those impor-
tant decisions in a timely fashion. As we move forward, 
I strongly encourage producers to directly connect with 
each other to coordinate access to any additional feed 
made available through this change."

“Swift action from government has provided a vital 
lifeline to many Saskatchewan farmers and ranchers 
amid this year’s early challenges,” APAS President Bill 
Prybylski said. “The quick adjustment of support mea-

sets a high standard for proactive, responsive risk man-
agement programming. Producers across the province 
feel heard, supported and valued.”

AgriStability can provide support to producers for 

production losses and increased expenses resulting from 
dry conditions. In most cases, the additional expense a 
producer incurs to acquire additional feed for their live-
stock is an eligible expense through the AgriStability 
Program. The deadline for producers to enroll in the ex-
isting AgriStability program for the 2025 program year 
is extended to July 31, 2025. The AgriStability Program 
includes an option to access timely support through an 

-

in the program year. This can help support losses and 
cover costs. 

SCIC recognizes the most pressing concern for live-
stock producers is reduced hay and pasture production. 
Pasture acres are insured for the impact of dry conditions 
through the Forage Rainfall Insurance Program. Start-
ing July 15, 2025, eligible producers will begin to receive 

15, 2025, remaining claims are automatically calculated 
based strictly upon weather station data.

Saskatchewan Farm Stress Line provides support when 

available 24-hours-a-day, seven-days-a-week, toll-free at 
1-800-667-4442. Calls are answered by Mobile Crisis Ser-

there is no call display.
Crop Insurance is a federal-provincial-producer cost-

shared program that helps producers manage production 
and quality losses. Support for the program is provided 
by the governments of Canada and Saskatchewan under 
the Sustainable Canadian Agricultural Partnership (Sus-
tainable CAP).

For more information, producers can call 1-888-935-0000, 

Governments provide drought  support 
with the doubled low yield appraisal

See Ag News online any time at

https://www.world-spectator.com/ag-news
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What’s covered?
FarmLite™ Policy 
This policy is designed to protect customers 
who have minimal farming activity, or where 
farming is a secondary or hobby aspect to 
their rural lifestyle.

FarmGen™ Policy
This policy is designed to protect smaller, 
family-farm style operations of less than 
1,500 acres and where at least half of the 
farmer’s income is generated from farming.

We offer farmers the opportunity to 
customize their insurance to fit their 
individual needs.

Your Story is Ours to Protect.Ready for tomorrow.

Talk to a HUB insurance broker to find out if 
FarmLite™ or FarmGen™ are best for you.

Moosomin  |  Broadview  |  Kipling  |  Montmartre  |  
Qu’Appelle  |  Indian Head  |  Emerald Park  |  Pilot 
Butte  |  Lemberg  |  Lipton  |  Kelliher  |  Estevan  |  
Langenburg  |  Esterhazy  |  Kamsack  |  Grenfell

Get a free quote today!

Farm 
insurance 
packages
We designed our farm policies to 
meet the unique needs of each farm 
– making sure farmers, their families, 
and their operations can stay safe 
and protected. All our farm policies 
also include coverage for the home, 
property, and personal liability.

HUBxRRM World Spectator ad - July 2025.indd   1 7/8/2025   4:58:46 PM
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SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF 
Emerald Park & Indian Head 

3 GREAT PLAINS INDUSTRIAL DR. 
EMERALD PARK, SK 

www.mandoconstruction.ca

EST. 1979 WITH THE SAME OWNERS AT YOUR SIDE.

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREA MOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458

NOW EXPANDING TO NOW EXPANDING TO 
MOOSOMIN & AREAMOOSOMIN & AREA

306-434-9458306-434-9458
CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE BASEMENT PACKAGE QUOTE!

Ashley Bochek took this aerial photo of crops near Moosomin last week.

 ROCANVILLE, SK 
306-645-2112  

LANGENBURG, SK
306-743-2332

Wishing everyone in the
agriculture industry a safe 

and plentiful harvest season!
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$4600
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Universe Satellite Sales
520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

BY ELLA FUNK
While they have been 

part of our human diet 
for centuries, legumes like 
peas and beans are ulti-
mately seeds for the next 
generation of plants. To 
protect themselves from 
being eaten by animals 
and insects, they contain 
“antinutrients” that are 
hard for animals – and hu-
mans – to digest.

These antinutritional 
compounds – which in-
clude tannins, lectins, 
trypsin inhibitors, and 
phytic acid – are broken 
down when beans and 
peas are heated. However, 
the large ovens that food 
processing companies cur-
rently use to heat beans 

They can burn the out-
side before the inside has 
reached a temperature hot 
enough to deactivate the 
antinutrients.

Researchers from the 
University of Saskatch-
ewan (USask) Department 
of Chemical and Biological 
Engineering have identi-

– using radio frequency 
(RF) waves—that appears 

proach currently used in 
the industry.

Tolen Moirangthem, 
a PhD student from the 
group, compares RF waves 
to microwaves. “When 
you put a cup of water in 
the microwave, the wa-
ter heats up, but the cup 
doesn’t. The same is true 
for the pea—the water in-
side heats up, but the rest 
of the pea doesn’t.”

Scientists call this pro-
cess “selective heating,” 

because it can heat some 
areas within a material but 
not others. It seems to help 
maintain the desirable nu-
tritional properties in pea 
or bean, which can break 
down with regular heating 
methods. And unlike the 
long heating times of tra-
ditional processes, the RF 
heating method only takes 
a few minutes.

The team hypothesized 
that during RF heat treat-
ment, the water inside a 
legume expands and turns 
into steam, which would 
cause the pores inside to 
explode from the pres-

sure. In turn, this would 
create larger pores in the 
samples, as well as more 
pores in total, as the steam 
looked for ways to escape.

Using the Canadian 
Light Source at the USask, 
the research group con-

ed with RF heat did in fact 
have more pores, and the 
heating method reduced 
the amount of an antinu-
trient (proteins called 
trypsin inhibitors)—by 81 
per cent.

“We know that we have 
big potential with this 
project,” says Moirangth-
em “Animal protein is 

ent parts of the world, so 
we need sustainable plant 
protein that can be pro-
duced at mass volume to 
feed the world popula-
tion.”

This new heating meth-
od could help make bean 
and pea crops even more 
environmentally friendly 
to process, with the bonus 
of making legumes easier 
to digest.

Better heating method makes
legumes easier to digest

USask researchers fi nd radio frequency heating breaks down antinutrient 
in peas and beans and is more energy effi cient
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ROUGHSTOCK
DODGE CITY DAYS

THAUGUST 23 7PM
Concession  DJ DUMO  Beer Gardens

Wapella, SK

CASH ONLY - N0 ATM AVAILABLE

SAVE THE DATE!


