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Farmers in southeast Saskatchewan have started har-
vesting and say this year’s crops are coming in better 
than anticipated. 

Murray Bruce, who farms near Moosomin, said he 
started harvesting on Aug. 21.

“We’ve gotten 1,200 acres done. So far the yield is 
looking quite encouraging,” said Bruce.

“It kind of makes you wonder where it came from con-
sidering how dry this year’s summer was, because we 
didn’t get any rain this summer. 

“There must have been lots of reserve moisture in the 
ground to get the bushels that we’re getting. It’s quite 
encouraging what the yields are looking like.”

Bruce said the biggest challenge he faced during this 
year’s season was lack of moisture.

“We’re expecting the crops to be on average, like a 

good average crop,” he said.
-

vest, on how long this kind of weather lasts. It would be 
nice to be done by the middle of September.”

Farmers in the Moosomin area 
say yield looks encouraging

Wendy Schatz Leeds, Agronomy Lead of Sharpe’s 
Crop Services in Moosomin, said farmers in the Mooso-
min area have begun harvest.

“We’re just starting harvest. There isn’t a ton of crop off 
yet, they’re not quite dried down yet,” said Schatz Leeds.

“We’re getting to the point where we’re reaching phys-
iological maturity and some producers have created a 
phase for dry down. We’re now just getting to that point 
where they would be ready to harvest.

“Some of the malt barley has come off, I think produc-
ers are happy so far with the malt barley yields. Peas also 

yielded okay, considering the year. We’re just getting into 
wheat, and it will be a few weeks before canola is ready.”

Due to communities in the southeast area of the prov-
ince receiving no rainfall throughout the month of July, 

-
pend on the weather conditions in the next few weeks.

“It will be a wait and see to see how things look. The 
plants developed really well considering we had mini-
mal rainfall,” said Schatz Leeds.

“We had really healthy plants for the most part. We’ll 
just have to see how everything sets seed. 

“There was a point when they were setting seed for 
both canola and wheat, when it was warm out and they 
don’t like that, but I think there was also cool periods. We 
cooled off at night.

“I think for the most part we should be okay with our 
development.”

Continued on page B5
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Kevin Weedmark captured this photo of ripe wheat in a field north of Moosomin last week.
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Advancing beef cattle fertility
Lloydminster-based multi-partner project spans Western Canada

 The Canadian Agri-Food Automation 
and Intelligence Network (CAAIN) has 
unveiled the third of seven stories show-
casing the agtech research and innovation 
being developed by the recipients of fund-
ing made available through its 2021 Open 
Competition.

CAAIN’s mandate from Innovation, 
Science and Economic Development Can-
ada is to fund technological responses to 

challenges facing the nation’s agri-food 
producers and processors. That means 
supporting promising efforts with the 
potential to provide economic or environ-
mental value. The featured stories dem-
onstrate that CAAIN is doing just that, as 
do the 129 collaborations the organization 
has nurtured and the $31M it is investing 
in 24 projects with a combined total value 
exceeding $100M.

“A lot of research has focused on evalu-
ating and improving the fertility of bulls,” 
explained Darrell Petras, CAAIN’s CEO. 
“That’s understandable given the potential 
value a single male can provide to a ranch. 
Less effort has been devoted to develop-
ing predictive analytics for use with heif-

seeks to close. A partnership such as this 
one, which includes three post-secondary 
institutions, two technology companies, 
farmers from across Western Canada, and 
a research organization, facilitates exactly 
the kind of collaboration our agri-food 
sector needs to advance innovation.”

Based out of Lakeland College’s Lloy-
dminster, Alberta, campus, Precision 
Ranching for Improved Reproductive and 

tag of $1,295,508. CAAIN has committed 
$143,237 to the project, which focuses on 
evaluating existing technologies to identi-
fy ways to assess a range of factors that in-
dicate a heifer’s fertility and track bovine 
grazing patterns in real time. The goal is 
to predict the heifer’s ability to produce 
quality offspring, allowing farmers to 
avoid investing in animals unlikely to pro-

vide a return on investment. Once a cost-
effective suite of effective tools has been 
selected, an application will be developed 
to integrate all the relevant data, allow-
ing ranchers to access information about 
every member of their herd on a mobile 
device, saving them time and greatly in-

Project Story:
Precision ranching for
improved reproductive
and grazing efficiencies

A childhood spent on a Manitoba farm 
and in 4H, a bachelor’s degree in Agricul-
ture and Extension, a master’s in Rumi-
nant Nutrition, and a PhD from the Uni-
versity of Alberta? Susan Markus seemed 
destined for her current role as a Lakeland 
College livestock research scientist. “It’s 
not just the ag stuff,” she points out. “The 

extension studies are almost as impor-
tant. At the time I didn’t know what that 
meant, but they effectively provided me 
with knowledge transfer tools that have 
been invaluable throughout my career. 
And never more than now when I regular-
ly communicate with, and provide guid-
ance to, farmers and students.” Add the 
importance of knowledge transfer skills to 
her leadership of the CAAIN-supported 
project, Precision Ranching for Improved 

and one can appreciate how perfect Dr. 
Markus’ background is for the work she 
so enjoys.

Her blend of private-, public-, and ac-
ademic-sector experience provides a per-
spective that serves her well as she manag-
es the Precision Ranching work. “I know 
what I know, and I know what I don’t 
know. That’s allowed me to put together 
a strong team, which matters when you’re 
conducting this kind of research. The re-

sults we’re seeking cannot be generated 
in a vacuum. There are too many moving 
parts, and success depends on coordinat-
ing the activities of a group of highly com-
petent professionals.”

The team must be excellent to deal with 
such a demanding topic. The project came 
to be in part because Lakeland College re-
cently introduced a degree in Agricultural 
Technology. The emphasis on AgTech 
made Susan wonder if there weren’t ways 
to assess bovine fertility using existing 
automation, thereby reducing the manual 
labour requirements of operating a com-
mercial ranch. A cow’s ability to produce 
viable offspring may not seem important 
to the layperson, but it’s a critical compo-
nent of livestock operations. Without fer-
tile cows, there is no source of revenue.

early on which heifers must be removed 
from the herd because they are unlikely 
to conceive. That way the rancher is not 
needlessly investing in an unproductive 
animal,” she explains. “One avenue we’re 
exploring is to insert a rumen bolus into 
the heifer to measure changes in tempera-
ture and movement, both of which can be 
indicators of a female’s estrus. The tech-
nology we’re using was developed for the 
dairy industry, and we’re hopeful we can 
create an algorithm that will make it ap-
plicable to beef cattle as well. A number of 
relevant factors can be assessed simply by 
examining the heifer visually. We’re trying 
to look ‘under the hide,’ so to speak, using 

sent directly to the rancher’s computer or 
mobile device. We think that in addition 
to the heifer’s fertility potential, the bolus’ 
readings should also be able to give the 
farmer 24 to 48 hours’ advance notice of 
a calf’s birth--information that helps with 
resource allocation. This project is about 

of livestock operations, so the more data 
we can generate, the greater the value the 
associated technology will provide.”

Continued on Page B13 
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BY COURTNEY BOYACHEK
Verticillium stripe is 

the hottest new disease 
in canola world, rising 
to yield-damaging levels 
in Manitoba and eastern 
Saskatchewan and found 
in all growing regions 
across the Prairies. Many 
farmers and agronomists 
are learning how to tell 
it apart from blackleg or 
sclerotinia stem rot. This 
article provides the keys to 
accurate verticillium stripe 

Symptom one: Stem 
striping. When the crop is 
full height but still green, 
canola plants infected 
with verticillium stripe 
will often have a two-
toned stem—half healthy 
and green and half disco-
loured and drying down. 
This is where the “stripe” 
name comes from. Leaves 
can show similar symp-
toms—healthy on one 
side, diseased on the other. 
You will not see stem or 
leaf striping with black-
leg or sclerotinia stem rot. 
Sclerotinia will cause stem 
discolouration, but it will 
not stripe half the stem.

Symptom two: stem 
cross section discoloura-
tion. Verticillium stripe 
infects roots and enters 
the plant’s vascular sys-
tem. Verticillium hyphae 

-
cular system, giving the 
stem cross section a grey-
ish colour. This is easily 
confused with blackleg. 
We have two tips to distin-
guish the pathogens. With 

blackleg, stem tissue in-
fection tends to be darker 
and cause distinct wedge 
shapes of black. Verticil-
lium is lighter grey and 
more general throughout 
the cross section. And two, 
blackleg stem discolou-

crown area at the base 
of the stem. Verticillium 
darkening can extend well 
up the stem. 

Symptom three: black 
specks. As verticillium in-
fection advances, micro-
sclerotia will start to form 
on the underside of peel-
ing stem skin. These can be 
found all the way up the 
stem. Verticillium specks 
may seem similar to black-
leg pycnidia, but they’re 
much smaller—more like 
powdery pepper. In some 
cases, blackleg pycnidia 

will have a purple-pinkish 
ooze of pycnidiospores 
around them. Blackleg 

to a lesion no more than a 
couple centimetres in size. 
If you see pink and specks 

blackleg.
Symptom four: stem 

peeling and weakening. 
Peeling stem skin is a 
symptom of verticillium 
stripe. Under that peeled 
outer layer will be the mi-
crosclerotia, often taking 
the shape of faint black 
vertical striping. Severely 
diseased stems may break 
off and can be confused 
with lodging. Sclerotinia 
stem rot will also cause 
weakened brittle stems, 
but sclerotinia will not 
have the stripy, speckly 
microsclerotia. Sclerotinia 

stem rot will cause the en-
tire stem tissue to shred, 
not just the outer layer. 
Inside the stem, sclerotinia 
will form sclerotia bod-
ies—the canola-seed-sized 
resting bodies. Verticil-
lium stripe does not pro-
duce sclerotia bodies.

The ideal time to scout 
for verticillium stripe is at 
harvest when symptoms 
are most obvious. No fun-
gicide or soil amendment 
is known to be effective on 
verticillium stripe, so ac-

about future management. 
Verticillium microsclero-

tia are soil-borne, so steps 
to keep soil in place could 
provide some reduction in 
spread. Two- or three-year 
breaks between canola 
crops are good disease 
management in general, 
but verticillium microscle-
rotia can remain viable for 
many years. Plant toler-
ance or resistance is likely 
to provide the best solu-
tion, and plant breeders 

are looking into this trait. 
Blackleg and sclerotinia 

stem rot, if those are the 
diseases present, are more 
manageable through ge-
netic resistance, crop rota-
tion and fungicides.

For more on verticillium 

-

“Verticillium stripe—identi-

-

Left: As verticillium infection advances, microsclerotia—tiny specks—
will show up on the underside of peeling stem skin and throughout the 
inside of the stem. Right: Verticillium darkening can extend well up 
the stem. Infection can also hollow out the stem core. Blackleg cross-
section discolouration is confined to the base of the stem and will not 
cause stem hollowing.

How to identify verticillium stripe

These stem cross sections show the differ-
ences between verticillium stripe (left), black-
leg (middle) and a healthy plant (right).
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Continued from front
She spoke about the different challeng-

es she thinks farmers faced during this 
season.

“I don’t know if there was a big chal-
lenge, I think we had a fairly nice year, 
aside from the fact that we could’ve used 
maybe one rainfall at the end of June and 
beginning of July,” Schatz Leeds said.

“But again, you have to be careful what 
you wish for because sometimes we get 
these big dumps during that time of the 
year, and you end up drowning acres and 

“I think that would’ve been the only 
thing, if we had just maybe a nice little 
shower at the end of June and beginning 
of July, more widespread. There was some 
showers going through, but not wide-
spread. Certain areas got a little more than 
others in rainfall, but we’re still way be-
low average.

“To me, I believe we’re seeing some 
weed resistance show up. As an agrono-
mist, like myself, we’ll have to work with 

-
cally kochia. 

“I believe I saw quite a bit resistance in 
kochia this spring, we’re going to have to 
work as a group, the agronomist and the 

we’re going to deal with that.”
Although the Moosomin area faced be-

low average rain during July and August, 
Schatz Leeds said the spring weather 
gave farmers a good start to the season. 

“We were well below normal, we were 
20 per cent of normal rainfall. We were 

-
ing from the sky, but we did have really 
good soil moisture going into the spring 
so that helped us.”

-
ished harvesting by the end of September,  
said Schatz Leeds.

“I would think we should be wrapped 
up easily by mid-to-end of September, 
end of September for sure because we 
probably have about three weeks of har-
vest left,” she said.

“Also, if we can all hope for fall mois-
ture to help with spring, and thinking 
about fall applications for chemicals, to 
think about weed resistance and talk to 

the best solution for it.”
Tim McCarthy, a farmer north of Flem-

ing, started harvesting last week after the 
few days of rain passed through.

Based on this year’s weather conditions, 
McCarthy was asked what he thinks the 
outcome will be for this year’s crops.

“I think they’re going to be better than 
we think. We had some good soil mois-
ture here and the crops did pretty good, 
I think there’s possibly some better yield 
than we think, but time will tell,” said 
McCarthy.

The biggest challenge McCarthy faced 
this year was the weather conditions.  

“The weather being dry was a chal-
lenge, as far as getting the work done, 
things went pretty smooth. We’re just 
one or two rains short of it being a perfect 

year I think,” he said.
“The moisture conditions were pretty 

good up until the hot spell in July, but es-
sentially I think we’re going to be pleas-
antly surprised. I’ll know more in a cou-
ple of weeks.”

Crop conditions
looking average,
says Esterhazy farmer

Kevin Hruska, who farms in the Ester-
hazy, Gerald, Lagenburg, and Breden-
bury areas, said he started harvesting on 
Aug. 20.

“We went out and did a sample, we’re 
just sort of assembling the crew and we’ll 
be starting after this rain event is going 
on,” said Hruska.

“We have a good-poor crop. The way 
the year was we’re not going to complain. 
All of our friends out west are in worse 
shape.”

Hruska said he noticed more areas 
across the farm were drier than others, 
due to a lack of rainfall.

“We had a really dry long spot without 
rain. We could have sure used one good 
rain in the middle of a six-week drought,” 
he said.

“We had a few good rains off the start, 
we have one area that the clouds parted 
and missed us the whole year. It was 
variable to some extent, there was never 
a general rain, we relied on showers and 
the showers were sporadic so they zig-
zagged all over the place.

“Typically showers cover the land like 
a screen saver does on your computer, 

-
ers the whole screen, but unfortunately 
the one spot didn’t have enough time to 
get there.”

Like most farmers, Hruska said the big-
gest challenge for this year’s season was 
the dry weather conditions. 

“The seeding went well, the summer 
wasn’t too hot, really the biggest chal-
lenge was praying for rain,” Hruska said.

“In all honesty that was 
the thing that concerned 
us all year. We kept say-
ing, could we get a rain, 
could we get rain, gosh if 
we could only get a rain. 
It would predict a 60 to 
70 per cent chance of rain, 

drops. 
“That would’ve been the 

biggest challenge. Prices 
are reasonable, holding 
costs was a challenge. 

“Machinery costs have 
just gone berserk, just cra-
zy. When Covid caught us 
machinery never became 
available and when we 
came out from the other 
end of Covid, now it’s 
double in price.”

Hruska said he expects 
-

ginning of October.  
“I would think we’ll go 

of October by the time we 
get done, but if I can speak 
for other farmers, a lot of 
other people will be done 
by September this year,” 
said Hruska.

“There’s going to be a 
handful of small farmers 
who are going to be done 
in August. 

“We’re going until October because we 
had later crops. Some that had later rain 
on it, we straight cut canola, it had to be 
sprayed off it was nowhere near ready, 
we had some damaged and delayed stuff, 
and it’s going to drag us out.

“I think them later crops would’ve 
caught these last two rains  which is actu-
ally going to be better. Also, we’re large 
farmers, we do put a lot of acres onto one 
combine.”
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The Water Security Agency (WSA) is 
launching a new $500,000 cost-sharing pi-
lot program that will assist rural munici-
palities (RMs) and irrigation districts with 
the cost of replacing aging infrastructure. 
RMs and irrigation districts replacing in-
frastructure like bridges or culverts that 
cross WSA channels are eligible for 50/50 
cost sharing.

“This is another great example of WSA 
creating partnership programs to support 
rural infrastructure in Saskatchewan,” 
Minister Responsible for the Water Se-
curity Agency Jeremy Cockrill said. “As 
replacement costs for infrastructure con-
tinue to rise, WSA is partnering with RMs 

-
pact of replacement, all while safeguard-

ing provincial infrastructure and protect-
ing our communities.”

To be eligible, bridges or culvert-style 
crossings must cross WSA canals or other 
conveyance while maintaining current 

“Thanks to a grant from the WSA Infra-
structure Crossing Replacement Program, 
an RM can not only complete a bridge or 
culvert project, but the money saved can 
be used for other critical infrastructure,” 
said Ray Orb, President of the Saskatch-
ewan Association of Rural Municipalities. 

There is no deadline to apply to the pro-

through March 31, 2024, will be consid-
ered.

WSA announces half million 
dollar infrastructure crossing 

replacement program

Elize Steyn submitted this photo of harvest started on August 16 at Eastview 
Farms in the RM of Silverwood.

Farmers in the southeast say crops 
are looking better than expected 
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Drought support for Saskatchewan 
livestock producers on the way 

BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

On Aug. 21, the Government of Saskatchewan an-
nounced the province’s support in providing up to $70 
million available to livestock producers to help support 
the costs of feeding livestock, to maintain the breeding 
herd in Saskatchewan.

With producers being impacted by the drought this 
summer, Ray Orb, president of the Saskatchewan As-

support from the provincial government will help farm-
ers substantially.

“The money is being directed at the producers that 
need the most help,” said Orb.

“I think it’s going to be adequate help. We’re kind of 
looking for the federal government’s reaction, we haven’t 
seen anything yet.”

The Government of Saskatchewan’s funding will pro-
vide eligible producers with up to $80 per head to main-
tain breeding stock for beef cattle, bison, horse, elk, deer, 
sheep and goats. 

The program will be administered by Saskatchewan 
Crop Insurance Corporation (SCIC).

With the provincial government responding to livestock 
producer’s needs in an urgent matter, Orb said SARM is 

-
sistance as well.

“Livestock producers are wondering if they’re going 
to get some help from the federal government on top of 
what the province is doing,” said Orb.

“I think it’s good what the province is doing and I think 
it’s because they realize it’s really important, that some-
thing needs to be done now. 

“If you look at the $80 the province is putting up, that’s 
very similar to what they would’ve had to put up in 2021. 
So 40 per cent of their $200 per head that was given to 
livestock producers in that year, that comes to $80 from 
the 40 per cent, and the 60 per cent would be the $120 
from the federal government. That’s where they got their 
$200 in 2021. 

“I think that’s why the province is doing this, they’re  
leading by example and putting that out there, hoping to 
convince the feds to throw in their share.”  

Orb explained how the drought across Saskatchewan 
has impacted livestock producers.

“There have been some producers that have sold some 
of their breeding herd already,” Orb said.

“I’ve talked to some producers in the Caron area when I 
was down there for a meeting, one farmer told me he sold 
half of his cattle herd already. He said if he didn’t get any 
rain this fall he would be looking at selling the rest, and 
he may not get back into cattle.

“It also goes to other people who have goats, sheep 
and things like that, if they’re getting to the age where if 
they’re getting out of something they’re probably not go-
ing to get back into it.

“I think that’s something the province is concerned 
about, is too many producers selling their breeding herds 
and getting out of the business because that’s a big part of 
Saskatchewan agriculture. 

“We want to promote this, especially to young people, 
but if you see too many of the more experienced people 
getting out I think it’s going to deter younger people from 

getting in, and that’s not a good signal for the industry.” 
 Other supports by the provincial government have 

been implemented to help mitigate the situation, in-
cluding the Government of Saskatchewan and Canada’s 
agreement to increase the 2023 AgriStability interim ben-

SARM plans visit to Ottawa in Oct.
In October, representatives from SARM will be going 

to Ottawa to meet Canada’s Agriculture Minister, Law-
rence MacAulay, to discuss the association’s priorities.

“We usually go to Ottawa in October, it’s sort of our 
lobby the hill days,” said Orb. 

“We’ll hopefully be getting a meeting with Minister 

can get a meeting with him. If we haven’t heard any-
thing about help in Saskatchewan by then, I guess we’re 
going to refortify what the province has been asking for 
when we get there, but we certainly hope that’s not the 
case and that we can thank the minister of agriculture 
for their contributions to Saskatchewan agriculture. 

“We’ll also be talking to Minister MacAulay about, 
there seems to be fairly constant strikes at the Port of 
Vancouver. We’ve asked the transport minister before if 
the federal government would consider making grain 
transportation an essential service so that workers 
would not be able to go on strike, or at least they would 
have to have someone working there, to keep that port 
open because Saskatchewan producers lose a lot of 
money every day when the ships aren’t coming in.

“Generally, I think it will be a discussion we have to 
have with the minister as well about some of the pro-
grams that the Pest Management Regulatory Agency 
(PMRA) has, with the laws of strychnine. With SARM’s 
registration to control Richardson’s ground squirrel, we 
lost that and so we’ll be talking to the minister about 
that again.”

On August 11, the Water Security 
Agency (WSA) announced $700,000 for 
agricultural producers and local gov-
ernments to complete water manage-
ment projects. This funding is part of 

announced in 2022-23 to support the 
continued growth of a sustainable and 
resilient agricultural sector in Saskatch-
ewan.

“This Agricultural Water Manage-
ment Fund addresses the cost burden 

and other barriers producers and local 
governments might experience when 
planning water management projects 
in Saskatchewan,” Minister Responsible 
for the Water Security Agency Jeremy 
Cockrill said. “This will provide land-

access to necessary advice, information, 
and tools they need.”

per project based on a cost-sharing ap-
-

sons support, technical and engineering 
costs, and mitigation and rehabilitation 
works for new agricultural water man-
agement projects. 

This program is part of WSA’s ongo-
ing commitment to supporting the agri-
cultural community in completing and 
maintaining responsible agricultural 
water management projects in Saskatch-

cent rebate of up to $100,000 per appli-
cation for channel clearing and drainage 

maintenance projects, which will help 
landowners proactively manage poten-

WSA is also consulting with landown-
ers to develop an effective Agricultural 
Water Stewardship Policy that supports 
both agricultural producers and the en-
vironment. That policy is expected to be 

For more information about the Ag-
ricultural Water Management Fund, 
please visit wsask.ca

Agricultural water management funding now available
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Ph: (306) 569-3380 • E-mail: lanerealtycorp@sasktel.net
WITH OVER 40 YEARS IN THE BUSINESS!

For the most exposure that you deserve in the marketing of 
your farm or ranch property – Contact your local agent:

           “Now representing purchasers from across Canada and overseas!”

Reach thousands of readers in local 
communities with our monthly

Agriculture Supplement
Call 306-435-2445 to book your ad!

world_spectator@sasktel.net
View past issues at www.world-spectator.com/ag-news

Ag NewsAg News

Next issue: September 25
Deadline: September 21
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USask student Karolina Pusz-Bochenska is currently working on fin-
ishing a PhD in biology.

306-434-6485
lawrence_hein@hotmail.com

www.facebook.com/lawrenceheinrenovations

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

INSURANCE JOBS WELCOMED
Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville Proudly Serving Moosomin & Rocanville 

& Surrounding Areas!& Surrounding Areas!

 Full Exterior Renos

 Full Interior Renos

 Custom Decks

 Drywall Painting

 Home Maintenance

 Siding, Soffi t & Fascia

 Tile, Laminate, Hardwood

 Kitchen Back Splashes

 Basement Development

 Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!

Renovations
Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

Dr. Robert Kitchen MPDr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose MountainSouris-Moose Mountain

1-866-249-4697  •  www.drrobertkitchen.ca

Wishing our producers who Wishing our producers who 
climb into their combine or climb into their combine or 
use other farm machinery, use other farm machinery, 
to be safe during harvest.to be safe during harvest.

CARS   |   TRUCKS   |   ENGINES 

TRANSMISSIONS   |   HORSE TRAILERS 

AGRICULTURE & CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 

AIR CONDITIONING   |   SCANS   |   WHEEL ALIGNMENTS 

BOATS   |   TIRE REPAIRS & SALES

306-435-1717  
MOOSOMIN, SK

TOWING & REPAIRS

USask-developed crop diagnostic tool 
gaining widespread use 

BY MATT OLSON

her PhD in biology at the University of 
Saskatchewan (USask), the revolutionary 
crop diagnostic tool she helped develop is 
already evolving for commercial use.

By utilizing molecular testing tech-
niques, Pusz-Bochenska and a USask 
research team – with the support of Ag-
riculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) – 
created a cutting-edge tool that is already 

and the hands of farmers across the coun-
try.

“It’s very satisfying. The best part of my 
research is when I can harvest my creativ-
ity and create something that can later 
serve people,” she said. “The impact is 
very important to me.”

Pusz-Bochenska and the research team’s 
work revolves around the detection of as-
ter yellows, a crop disease that can devas-
tate wheat, barley, and canola yields.

Before the new testing method, diagnos-

days or weeks. Aster yellows is transmit-
ted via leafhopper insects, so the method 
developed by Pusz-Bochenska and the 
research team involves the molecular test-

to immediately determine if they carry the 
disease.

Pusz-Bochenska noted the aster yel-
lows testing method has been purchased 
by three companies, including a lab that 
works with the Ministry of Agriculture 
in Quebec. As she puts it, one of the high-
lights of this kind of work is when it gains 
widespread approval and use.

“Since accomplishing a PhD comes with 

ultimate validation for my work’s impor-
tance and a driver for my future endeav-
ours,” she said.

The research was initially published in 
Plant Health Progress in 2020. Since then, 
Pusz-Bochenska said the paper has been 
downloaded more than 10,000 times.

While the methods she and the research 
team developed have been used to diag-
nose aster yellows, she said the test could 
be altered for use in diagnosing other dis-
eases in the future.

Their newest method explores what 

Pusz-Bochenska calls a “multilocus se-
quence typing method.” While this meth-
od is lab-based, it provides more detailed 
information about which strain of the dis-
ease farmers or agricultural specialists are 
dealing with. Uncovering the genetic se-
crets of the aster yellows bacteria contrib-
utes to the development of better monitor-
ing and control strategies for the disease.

Pusz-Bochenska called molecular diag-
nostics her “passion” as a scientist, and 
said she’s thrilled to see her work move 

“So often, innovative discoveries go un-
noticed because they do not make it be-
yond the academic realm,” Pusz-Bochen-
ska said. “I hope that my story will inspire 
more scientists to be bold about their re-
search.”

Pusz-Bochenska credited the research-
ers—both mentors and colleagues—that 
she has worked with at USask for their 
work on this project. Her graduate super-
visors are Dr. Tyler Wist (PhD) with AAFC 
and Dr. Jack Gray (PhD) with USask’s Bi-
ology Department in the College of Arts 

-
ing her PhD, Pusz-Bochenska lauded the 
faculty at USask for the experience she has 
had so far.

“My experience at USask is not just in 
the lab, and experiments and classes,” she 
said. “I always felt like I was part of US-
ask in a broader sense. I’ve met amazing 
people here.”
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TIME TO DIG DEEPER

Saskatchewan Potash 
Grows Communities
bring to communities.

AVERAGE SALARY

PROVINCIAL 
SALES TAX

PROPERTY TAX PROVINCIAL 
INCOME TAX

CAPITAL
INVESTMENT

SASKATCHEWAN ROYALTIES AND 
PRODUCTION TAX PAID IN 2022

timetodigdeeper.com

per year

in wages paid annually

invested annually 
per site

employees

= Million
Billion

Million Mil.
Mil.

Million



BY LEIGH ANDERSON
FCC SENIOR ECONOMIST
The Canadian com-

mercial feed market (for 
example, pelleted rations 
for cattle, dairy, hog and 
poultry) grew over 20% 
in 2022, reaching a record 
$11.5 billion in sales. Most 
of this growth was driven 
by increases in feed grain 
prices stemming from Rus-
sia’s war against Ukraine. 
The livestock sector has 
faced numerous years of 
tight feed supplies and ex-
pensive feed grains. High 
feed costs have pressured 

the Canadian livestock in-
dustry, including feed mill 
operators, as volatile com-
modity prices negatively 
impacted their margins.

We are projecting the 
Canadian commercial 
feed market to grow 6.6% 
in 2023 to $12.3 billion, 
driven by strong livestock 

receipts and feed grain 
prices that remain histori-
cally high. The Eastern Ca-
nadian commercial feed 
market is expected to have 
the largest growth at over 
9% in 2023 to $6.1 billion. 
Eastern Canadian growth 
is driven by its large dairy 
sector and an expanding 
poultry sector. In Western 
Canada, we are project-
ing a 4.0% increase in feed 
sales to $5.7 billion, largely 
due to drought conditions 
and the need to purchase 
feed. In Atlantic Canada, 
we are projecting a 7.6% 
increase in feed sales but 

Scotia could change that 
projection.

Drought conditions 
have once again led to

rising feed costs
Feed grain prices did 

trend down through the 
-

er, drought conditions in 

again led to rising feed 
costs. Drought conditions 
have resulted in stressed 
pastures and reduced hay 
crops. Provincial crop in-
surance agencies in West-
ern Canada have moved 
quickly to allow producers 
to move poor crops into 
alternative uses (for ex-
ample, grazing or baling), 
which provides some re-
lief to the drought-stricken 
livestock sector. Corn im-
ports have also risen as the 
feedlot sector braces for 
tighter feed supplies as we 
head into the fall calf-run 
and winter 2024 feeding. 
Some cow-calf and feedlot 
operations have worked 
with their local feed mills 
to utilize screening rations 
with supplements to main-
tain herds and make up for 
poor pasture conditions.

The fall calf run has al-

ready begun in regions 
facing extreme drought 
conditions that are forc-
ing either an earlier wean-
ing of calves or culling of 
cattle. Increased numbers 
of cows and heifers are 
heading to slaughter. A 
continued contraction of 

herd was expected as in-
dicated in our top charts 
to monitor in 2023, but we 
now expect further con-
traction. Getting through 
the drought conditions will 
be key for these operations. 
The good news, if any dur-
ing a drought, is sales are 
occurring at strong prices, 

-
erations to re-build their 
herds once pasture condi-
tions improve. However, 
rebuilding cattle herds fol-
lowing drought and cull-
ing is a multi-year initia-
tive. The drought’s impact 
on herd size will ultimately 
impact feed mill sales into 
2024 and beyond. We are 
currently in a weather mar-
ket, with volatile feed pric-
es and a market that could 
now go in either direction 
depending on weather and 

-

tion.

North American hog
sector expected to 

contract
In addition to high feed 

-
lenges in the pork/hog 

sector are having impacts 
throughout the supply 

-
can hog sector is going 
through an economic 
down cycle. Hog herd size 
is expected to decline as the 
number of sows bred and 
farrowings decline across 

in the hog herd means re-
duced feed demand in the 
short run and will weigh 
on the commercial feed 
market as farrowings are 
reduced and fewer hogs 

Hog production declines 
are expected to occur as 

adapts to reduced pork de-
mand.
Continued on Page B14 
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bigdog.farm@sasktel.net 

306.483.2963
Cell: 306.483.7738

BIG DOG SEEDS INC.
OXBOW, SK

RED WINTER 
WHEAT:

 • Moats

Outlook for livestock feed input suppliers mixed

Figure 1. Canadian commercial feed market sales

780.875.5581  |  REALESTATECENTRE.COM

June Daku
REALTOR®

330000666..77333666.77666444000
jjuunneee@@@@reeaalleesstaaateeeceeenntre.ccca

June works in Saskatchewan as 
a farm & acreage REALTOR®. 
Joining Real Estate Centre brings 
an added amount of opportunities 
for the sale or purchase of your 
farm or acreage! 

Increase your exposure!  Real 
Estate Centre has an excellent 
online presence with a variety 
of websites, attends farm 
tradeshows and networks to 
bring further benefits to your 
next sale or purchase. 

As harvest begins after a dry growing season, 
it’s not too early to think about what your 

soil can supply for next year’s crop. 
Western Ag can help you with your nutrient plan.

 

Give Western Ag Professional Agronomy a call to learn
how a PRS CropCast can help you 

“Grow More Profit”! 
Mention this ad and receive an early booking discount.
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Call Bill for a FREE Estimate!
306.408.0055

walleye.interiors@gmail.com

Specializing in Drywalling!
• Boarding  • Taping              • Texturing 
• Suspended Ceiling  • Home Renovations

Serving Moosomin since 2008

FINE R SPRAY  
INSULATION INC. 

IT’S SIMPLE. 
CANADIANS NEED THE BEST 

INSULATION. 

306.434.9001 

712 Lalonde St.,
 Whitewood, SK Shop: (306) 735-4328

fl atlandplumbing@hotmail.ca

Lee’s Carpet Warehouse
613 Gordon Street

Moosomin, SK

fl ooring
Benjamin 

Moore
KitchenCraft kitchens

306-435-3906

BORDERLAND CO-OP
HOME CENTRE

1100 PARK AVE. •MOOSOMIN • (306) 435-2642
• GARAGE & HOUSE PACKAGES
• LAWN & GARDEN
• PAINT & PAINTING SUPPLIES

HOME CENTRE HOURS:
Monday - Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Sunday: 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
ALL YOUR HOME DECORATING & RENOVATING NEEDS.

www.elkhornwoodworks.com • elkhornwws@gmail.com

204-851-2923

• Formica • Arborite • Pionite • Granite & Quartz
 • Custom Countertops 

• Manufacturing   Custom Cabinet Doors

CONCRETE (2008) LTD.
FREE QUOTES

SAND/GRAVEL
ICF FORMING (STYROFOAM)

TREVOR TOPINKA
1-306-435-3860 • 1-800-300-7776

Cell: 1-306-434-7184
Cook Road • Moosomin, SK • S0G 3N0

lawrenc e  h e i n
Renovations

Handyman Service
Bringing Your Ideas To Life

306-434-6485

NO JOB IS TOO BIG 
OR TOO SMALL

Insurance Jobs Welcomed

Proudly Serving 
Moosomin & Rocanville

- Full Exterior Renos
- Full Interior Renos
- Custom Decks
- Drywall Painting
- Commercial 

- Maintenance
- Siding, Soffi t &  
 Fascia
- Tile, Laminate, 
- Hardwood

- Kitchen 
- Back Splashes
- Basement 
- Development
- Custom Showers

AND MUCH MORE!306-434-9001

Concrete
Flatwork

 Shops
 Slab On Grade
 Bin Pads
 Sidewalks
 Grade Beams

Rocanville, SK

306-645-2050

More than just metal!

For all your 
home building 
needs contact:

YOUR LOCAL

DEALER

DISCOUNT
CENTRE

WE’VE GOT THE LARGEST 
SELECTION IN SW 

MANITOBA OF HARDWOOD  
AND LAMINATE FLOORING

Professional 
Installation Available.

St. Lazare, MB • (204) 683-2416

Moosomin, SK • 306-435-3954
tomselectric@sasktel.net

Complete  
Electrical Services

Sweeting
EXCAVATION/GRAVEL TRUCK

ENTERPRISES LTD.

DARCY SWEETING

 EXCAVATION
 WATER & SEWER
 SEPTIC TANKS 

 (CONCRETE OR FIBERGLASS)

 DEMOLITION
 BASEMENTS
 LANDSCAPING
 

SINCE 2010

CALL WAYNE OR JOHN AT

Glasser’s TV Service
MOOSOMIN, SK  •  306-435-3040

Building a 
new home or 

remodelling an 
existing home?

We wire for Satellite TV, 
High Defi nition TV, Home Theatre, 

In-Ceiling Audio and Surveillance Systems!

Home OF THE 
MONTHDesign

FIND US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM

Offering residential, commercial 
and agricultural electrical installations

Call or text for a FREE quote

306-434-0234
tom@tuckenergy.ca Interior & Exterior Finishing

Shingles   |   Drywall   |   Painting

Mario Z 
CONSTRUCTION

Home Renovations

Mario Zavala – 306.434.0213
mariozconstruction18@gmail.com

Box 1315   |   Moosomin, SK   |   S0G 3N0
Follow us on Facebook

Interior Decorating |  Color Consulting  |  DeclutteringInterior Decorating |  Color Consulting  |  Decluttering

Organizing |  Renovations  |  Aging in PlaceOrganizing |  Renovations  |  Aging in Place

I can help you achieve the home of your dreams! I can help you achieve the home of your dreams! 

Call or Text: 306-435-7926Call or Text: 306-435-7926
jen.gray@sasktel.net   |  Moosomin, SKjen.gray@sasktel.net   |  Moosomin, SK

We have 

ROOM 
for you!

PLACE YOUR AD HERE 
Call 306-435-2445 to claim this space.

Type: Bungalow

Sq. Ft.: 1,838

Crawlspace

Garage: 2+ Car

Bedrooms: 3

Bathrooms: 2.5

House Width: 84’

House Depth: 52’

House Plan provided by 
South Prairie Design 

www.southprairiedesign.com
Phone: 306-961-4118

KENOSEE LAKE, SK.

Residential & 
Commercial Construction
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Old Tyme Harvest
Wilson

Saturday, September 2, 2023

10 am Tractor Parade
11 am Antique Combining

2 pm Threshing
Come and see how the pioneers farmed

 to feed the world!

9 miles south of Wawota on the #603 grid
Lunch provided by the United Church Group

(modest fee)

OUR FARMERS
KNOW BEST HOW TO

Sharon Moore submitted these photos from Redvers, Sask. as part of 
the World-Spectator’s Harvest Photo Contest.

To contact Ag News call 306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net
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Matthew Yanick  •  Rocanville, SK  •  306-434-6909

Contact Matt or Jeff  at
matt@myprecisionag.ca  •  jeff@myprecisionag.ca

www.myprecisionag.ca
www.facebook.com/MyPrecisionAg

Precision 
 Farming Displays

Autosteer 
 Systems

Application 
 Control Systems 

And more!

Jeff Brown  •  Carlyle, SK  •  306-575-9050

SUPPORTSUPPORT
PLANSPLANS

Includes phone support for the year (during and af-
ter-business hours), on-farm calls throughout the 
growing season, pre-season calibrations/software 
upgrades, operator training and in-fi eld tuning of ma-
chinery and technology functions

MY Precision Ag is now an Ag Leader Technology 
dealer. Ag Leader monitors, receivers, steering 
systems, product control, water management 
solutions, data solutions, harvest solutions and 
more available!

*Offer available July 1, 2023 – September 30, 2023.   Rebates and/or financing based on the purchase of eligible equipment defined in promotional program. Pricing and rebates in CAD dollars.  Additional fees including, but not limited to, taxes, freight,

setup and delivery charges may apply. Financing must be through DLL using one of the available financing options. Financing is subject to credit approval. Customers must take delivery prior to the end of the program period. Some customers will not qualify. 

Some restrictions apply. Offer available on new equipment only. Prior purchases are not eligible. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change without notice. See your dealer for details. 6 Year Warranty for Non-Commercial, residential use

only.6 Year Warranty applies to CS, CX, CK10, CK20, DK10, DK20, NS and NX model KIOTI tractors and must be purchased and registered between September 1, 2016 – December 31, 2023. Offer valid only at participating Dealers. Offer subject to change

without notice. See your dealer for details. © 2023 Kioti Tractor Company a Division of Daedong-USA, Inc.

CK
35-40 HP

S
E

R
IE

S
1

0

$3625
Cash Back* (T-L-B )Financing* Months

0%    84
UP TO

UP TO

(select CK models only)

520 Railway Ave   |   Rocanville, SK

306.645.2669
www.universesatellite.com

204-851-0666    

•  Septic Trucks

•  Towing

•  CAA & More

• Washroom Rentals, 

JobJon and PortaPots

•  Water Hauling

Fully Licensed 

Shop
204-845-1003

elkhornauto@mymts.net 
Big & Small Repairs

Safeties

All Tires

Diesel Performance

All Accessories

BICK’S ELKHORN

Continued from Page B3
Additionally, the team is evaluating the effectiveness 

of solar battery-powered GPS tags attached to the ears of 

because of a common practice that has animals grazing 

exactly where their animals are at any given time. This 
component of the research includes the use of drones to 
track the cows in harsher terrain. While this may seem 
unconnected to fertility, it’s about overall herd manage-
ment and sustainability, which makes it directly relevant 
to Susan’s project.

“We are also experimenting with the value of using 
ultrasound to assess the maturity of a heifer’s reproduc-
tive tract. This technology has existed for a while, but we 

we noticed a correlation between a more mature repro-
ductive system and earlier conception. That’s useful. If 
a cow calves earlier in the season, her offspring will be 
bigger sooner, which is an advantage when the rancher 
goes to market. What’s more, that use of ultrasound is 
inexpensive making it potentially even more valuable.” 
She pauses. “Really, we’re testing existing technologies 
to see which are effective and which provide the biggest 
bang for their buck. As we’re only a year in, it’s too early 
to draw conclusions. But I can say that so far, the techs 
tend to be validating each other’s results. So, it may come 
down to price points. If we can identify cost-effective tools 
capable of predicting a cow’s fertility, and then communi-
cate that to farmers, we will be helping to make Canada’s 
beef industry more viable.”

a BC-based software company called LlamaZOO to de-
velop a platform to compile the different data points into 
one mobile solution that makes it relatively easy for a user 
to access all the available information. A recent demo of 

their progress showed impressive visualizations (i.e., dig-
ital twinning) of the ranch layout and cattle data points.

CAAIN’s support has made the project affordable for 

the various industry partners, which include ranches in 
Manitoba, Alberta, and British Columbia. They pay for the 
technology being tested on their animals, but the funding 
allows them to recover 40% of their costs. The same ap-
plies to LlamaZOO, who need to pay for only 60% of their 
developers’ time, an investment they’re willing to make 
because they want to enter the AgTech sector. Exactly the 
kind of win-win scenario CAAIN was created to facilitate.

CAAIN Contribution $143,237

Total Project Value $1,295,508

Precision ranching for improved
reproductive and grazing efficiencies
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The current contraction 

in the hog sector is likely 
temporary as the hog sec-
tor expansion phase will 
once again return. The 
hog production contrac-
tion and expansion cycle is 
much shorter than beef at 
approximately four years.

Challenges in both the 
cattle and hog sectors will 
have far-reaching conse-
quences for red meat pro-
duction in North America 
and agribusiness input 

suppliers.

Expanding poultry sec-
tor an area of growing

opportunity
Canadians love chick-

en and eggs. Per capita 
chicken meat consumption 
is up 16% since 2010 and 
eggs are up 32% (Figure 
2). Canada’s population re-
cently hit 40 million people 
and is growing at a record 
pace. Canada’s population 
has a direct impact on the 
feed supply business, par-

ticularly in Eastern Canada 
with its larger presence of 
supply managed sectors 
(for example, poultry and 
dairy). Along with having 
nearly half of the Canadian 
population, Eastern Cana-
da’s immigration levels are 
rising, which is good news 
for the Canadian poultry 
industry (and to a lesser 
extent the entire livestock 
industry) and, subsequent-
ly, the commercial feed in-
dustry.

Growth of oilseed 
crush disruptor to 

feed rations
The Canadian canola 

crush sector is currently un-
dergoing expansion driven 
by increased emission re-
duction mandates (for ex-

ample, clean fuel regula-
tions) that are increasing 
biofuel demand. The crush 
sector is expected to add 
approximately 4.5 million 
tonnes of additional crush 
capacity by the end of 2024, 
and 2-plus million addi-
tional tonnes in the years 
following. The additional 
capacity represents over 
3.5 million tonnes of ad-
ditional canola meal pro-
duced. The increased meal 
will either be exported or 
used domestically. The 
most likely scenario is in-
creased use in feed formu-
lizations and feed ingredi-
ent additives. In the longer 
term, how livestock is fed 
in North America will con-
tinue to evolve as the ex-
panded soybean and cano-
la crush sector disrupts the 
industry. It will structur-
ally change what we feed 
livestock, especially if a 
surplus of meals become 
available and cheaper for 
the livestock sector.

Bottom line
Challenges in both the 

cattle and hog sectors will 
have far-reaching conse-
quences for red meat pro-
duction in North America 
and agribusinesses input 
suppliers. Feed mill prof-
itability is expected to be 
volatile in the short term, 
but the future looks bright 
in the long term with ad-
ditional supplies of feed 
options, including canola 
meal and canola screen-

ings, and opportunities to 
integrate soymeal into feed 
rations. A growing Cana-

dian population will con-
tinue to demand domesti-
cally produced meat.
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DRIVE ININ
E N T E R P R I S E S

Moosomin, SK

We do it all! 

Dale: 306-434-9057
Torrie: 306-434-7707

Call us for:
•Construction

•Dirt Work
•

•Demolition
•Renovations

•

•Small Cement 
Jobs

And More!

Willing to travel 
almost anywhere!

J & J 
Auto Sales
1-888-963-4040

1610 - 1st Street North  |  Brandon, MB

www.jandjautosales.ca

BAD CREDIT? NO PROBLEM!
160-point inspection on all vehicles
Fresh oil change and free tank of gas with every purchase
All vehicles come with warranty

Specializing in all makes and models of new and used vehicles

FEATURED VEHICLES

2018 Alfa 
Romeo 
Stelvio

70,277  kms

$34,888
Plus Sales Taxes

2022 Dodge 
Ram Warlock

36,585 kms
$53,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2020 Ford 
Mustang 

Bullitt
5,877  kms

$64,888
Plus Sales Taxes

2019 Chevrolet 
Colorado 

80,361 kms
$42,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2018 Chrysler 
124,673 kms

$34,888
Plus Sales Taxes

2019 Kia 
Stinger

29,277 kms
$46,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2020 Mini 
Cooper 

Countryman 
Sport Utility

92,530 kms
$33,888

Plus Sales Taxes

2017 Audi Q5 
Sport Utility

96,061 kms
$32,888

Plus Sales Taxes

Saskatchewan agriculture 
helps feed the world and helps 

fuel our province’s growth.
Thank you to our agriculture community for 

the enormous contribution you make!

Steven Bonk, 
MLA

MOOSOMIN CONSTITUENCY

Phone: 306-435-4005
622 Main St.

Moosomin, SK

MODELS AVAILABLE:

ALL TRAILERS COME STANDARD WITH:

• 32' Bumper Pull
• 37' Gooseneck

• 32' Gooseneck
• 42’ Gooseneck

• 7000lb Brake Axles
• Break Away Kit
• 235/85/R16 14 Ply Radials
• LED Lighs
• Enclosed Wiring Harness
• 12,000 lb Spring Loaded Jack
• Primed with 

Rust Inhibitive 
Primer and
Top Coat of 
Acrylic Enamel 
for Long Paint 
Life

Outlook for livestock feed input suppliers mixed

Figure 2. Canadian per capita consumption of selected meat proteins
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The race was on. When we pulled the RV home from 
the lake on Aug. 8th, we noticed a patch of oats had been 
swathed close to home and rather than take our sweet 
time getting set back up back on the farm, it felt like a 
mad dash to park the unit, restock the RV fridge and get 
to work! 

To be fair, it was only a tiny little patch of oats that our 
son had cut but with the chance of precip now sitting 
at 100% a couple of days down the road, the combines 
roared to life to pick it up. 

We had hoped for rain all summer long so what were 
the chances the forecast would be right this time around? 
Day 1 of harvest (if you consider picking up 15 acres of 
oats a harvest day) was followed by none other than that 
forecasted rain! An entire inch or more in fact.

About a week went by before we were back up and run-
ning and wow! Six straight days of combining before the 
next rain came. 

Beautiful, sunny, great harvest days interspersed with 
some of our crew needing to be away for extended peri-
ods for medical reasons and family and friends stepping 
up to the plate and helping us keep those combines roll-
ing. 

And despite my angst when I think of meals for the 

I am also reminded of how easy I have it compared to 
the workload our harvest crew has at this time of year. 
Yes, truckers, I see you. And I would not want your job. 

As for one of our crew members’ unfortunate fall and a 
nasty break and the resulting surgery, I told him he picked 

just trying to avoid my cooking? Well, whatever the case, 
here’s hoping for a speedy recovery.

During our vacation time, I had the great pleasure of 
caring for some of the grands from time to time. Our 
youngest grandson (9) and I were talking about New York 
one afternoon, mainly because his dad was on a business 
trip there at that moment in time. 

I told him I would love, love, love to visit New York 
sometime and his response went like this: “When I am an 
adult and if you didn’t ever get to go to New York, Grand-
ma, I will take you––if you’re still alive.” Ahhh, nothing 
like the bluntness of children.

This young fellow, along with his twin cousins, used an 
area behind the camper and in the trees to “create” a mini-

campground for their toy trucks and boats. 
I can only marvel what creative minds can come up 

with and while I think many people thought I was the 
“crazy” grandma at the lake, helping the boys cart, with 
the golf cart, wagons full of sand from the beach, to make 
their little campground, and dozens of little stones to cre-

Once Uncle arrived with his saw on the weekend, it 
was time to create the cabins out of scrap wood. The twins 
were well prepared. 

They had brought along scrap wood and a huge bottle 
of wood glue. 

Now that we are all back from the lake, the twins (12) 

they seeded little rows of oats and wheat in this spring. 
They used scissors and made swaths, eventually put-

ting their “crop” into pails in the greenhouse where it 
would remain dry. 

They must have loved the look of those “swaths” so 
much, they proceeded to cut tall grass (with scissors) and 
lay a bunch of “swaths.”

As much as these young fellows love the farm, they are 

Not one morning at the lake did they sleep past 6:30. 
We “beach” the boat across from the camper when we 

are at the lake and so it’s super easy to get up, grab the life 

hop into that boat, push out and get right to it. 

the week and maybe even sleep in until 7 o’clock a time or 

The boys keep track of the number they catch on their 
little ‘clicker’ and then that information is transposed 
onto a neat little chart in a little notebook they keep safe 
at the camper. 

at the various lakes they have been to this summer all in a 
neat little lined format, similar no doubt to the calf-record 
book their dad keeps and which they tend to read like a 

long leisurely walks along the lake, sitting around the 

paddle-boarding, the reality of life on the farm and all that 
needs doing hits ya the minute you pull the tiny home 
back on to the farmyard.

As I write this, after six consecutive days of combining, 
we are in the midst of three consecutive days of rain. And 
oh so dreary. 

It gives us some down time (if you can call it that) to 
do machinery repairs, move some grain, sort through the 
dreaded stack of invoices that haven’t yet been entered, 
make a few freezer meals and for me, contemplate my 
next outdoor project. 

My “I have an idea!” comments are not always wel-
comed by my better half, especially at this time of year 
when all he can think about, and rightly so, is getting the 
crop off. 

Nevertheless, I am happiest when I am cutting wood 
and making a shelf or building a wall or drawing up 
plans for a privacy wall for our deck or a gazebo to cover 
our deck. 

Today, so dreary out, calls for some upbeat music or 
perhaps some youtube shows on how to build a gazebo 
as I bake and continue making those freeze-ahead meals. 

It’s all about combining (sort of) what I love to do with 
what I don’t like doing at all – cooking. 

can actually including being joyful in cooking. Hhmmmm 

Have a great harvest season whether you are combin-
ing, swathing, trucking grain, baling, maintaining ma-
chinery or feeding a crew. 

And for those who may have fallen and sustained an in-
jury (not mentioning any names), here’s hoping the new 
metal in your leg has you running races soon! 

Enjoying summer fun before harvest begins
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BY KARA KINNA
Rocanville’s Les Jack was in-

ducted into the National Cut-
ting Horse Association Hall of 
Fame at a ceremony in Las Ve-
gas on June 24, making him only 

honor since the association was 
started in the late 1940s.

Jack has been working with 
and showing cutting horses since 
the mid-1990s, a passion he has 
taken so seriously that he has 
earned multiple Canadian cham-
pionships over the years, and an 
induction into the Canadian Hall 
of Fame two years ago.

Jack says being inducted into 
the national hall of fame in the 
U.S. is a huge honor.

“It comes down to your earn-
ings,” says Jack. “Every time we 
show a horse there are earnings 
that we get. I had to surpass the 
half million dollars worth of life-
time earnings.

“It’s a pretty humbling deal. 
It’s not a large group of people 
that get inducted into the hall of 
fame, as our cutting industry in 
Canada isn’t as large as it is in say 
Texas and places like that. There 
haven’t been a lot of Canadians 
inducted into the NCHA Hall of 
Fame.

“It’s huge. I’ve been showing 
horses and have been involved 
in cutting horses since the mid-
nineties. I started with no knowl-
edge. I had lots of horse experi-
ence that I’ve had my whole life, 
but I got connected to some peo-
ple and got involved in the sport.

“I was a pretty young guy at the 
time. I’m 56 and was born in ‘67, 
so when I started I was younger 
and I was fortunate to have some 
horse skills, just not enough skills 
to be successful with the cutting 
horses. But I’ve always been the 
person that when I decide I want 
to do something, I want to do it 
right and I give my full attention 
to it, and to be able to do that, I’ve 
also been very fortunate that I’ve 
had great family and we’ve had a 

-
ly I could afford to do it later on.

“When we started our business 
I had to step aside, I couldn’t 
show cutting horses because we 

-
nances. It’s been around the last 
20 years that I’ve been able to 
take time to train my horses and 
to develop and build my skill set 
so that I am able to go and be 
competitive at a world level.

“I’m pretty sure that I’ve won 
the Canadian title more times 
than anyone ever has in the his-
tory of the sport. We’ve put a lot 
of effort into it and I have a lot of 
people to thank for it.”

Jack credits his family for sup-
porting him, helping to run the 
family’s business in Rocanville, 
and allowing him to show cut-
ting horses over the last two de-
cades. 

He says he never wants to stop 
learning about the sport and the 
horses who lead to his success.

“I love the horses. I’ve got 
some natural talents and I know 
that I have a really good skill set 
at understanding a horse and 
understanding the quality of a 
horse that I need to be competi-
tive. But in the same breath I also 
understand that it’s the horses 
that have allowed me to get to 
the level that I am able to be at—

and to stay at that level because 
I’m not done yet. Every day I’m 
working with horses. I’m here at 
the Canadian High School Finals 
for the rodeo right now, and I’m 
helping every kid that’s in the 
cutting pen trying to get through 
some runs. So every day I’m try-
ing to just be better at what I do 
because I’m not done. I’m learn-
ing every day and I’m here at a 
high school cutting champion-
ship and I’m settling the cattle—
I’m involved in settling every 
herd and helping every kid and 
I’m the guy that learns from ev-

erything I’m going through.
“I read something one day that 

a friend of mine sent to me and 
it said, ‘The people that think 
they’re successful and aren’t wor-
ried aren’t nearly as successful 
as the people who think they’re 
not working hard enough.’ I 
worry that I’m not working hard 
enough to be successful. I don’t 
sit back and say, ‘Geez, I’m suc-
cessful and I can’t be beat.’ I wor-
ry every day that I’m not putting 
in enough effort, either physical-
ly working my horses enough or 
mentally to get my game in plan. 

“I’m the guy that’s always try-
ing to either outwork somebody 
or just to stay competitive. It’s a 
competitive industry, it’s a com-
petitive sport and I can’t stand 
losing, but in the same breath I 
can’t stand not putting enough 
effort in.”

What does Jack love so much 
about the sport of cutting horses 
in particular?

“When I was a kid we grew 
up with 4-H, we showed quarter 
horses, I roped and we were part 
of a rodeo club,” he says. “I did 
all that and I would never, ever 

stop a young person from delv-
ing into everything they could 
possibly do, because you meet so 
many good people and every op-
portunity is kind of like a branch 
on a tree and you just keep grow-
ing with it.

“To answer the question, really 
what drives me to cutting horses 
is the horse. These horses have 
to want to do their job because 
somewhere in the run, we could 
be as good of an equestrian rider 
as we can be and we can ride as 
good as anybody, but that horse 
has to take over. There will be 
some time, or several times, in 
that run where that horse has to 
be better than you. So you de-
velop a relationship when you’re 
training them because you can’t 
take that want out of that horse. 
Those horses elevate you to a 
level because you need to get to 
their level.

“If you’re going to be success-
ful in this sport, in my opinion, 
you have to understand how 
to have a relationship with that 
horse so that it wants to do good 
for you and they want to take 
over in the right spots, but at the 
same time they need to be able to 
listen to you. It’s hard to really 
understand, and for me to ex-
plain, because there’s times when 
I’ll put two feet into a horse and 
say, ‘You’ve gotta go over here,’ 
and then that horse goes, ‘Nope, 
I’m reading this cow differently.’ 
That tells you the high level of 
that horse when he takes over, 
buries his tail in the ground and 
gets in time with the cow and 
you’re left there going ‘Thank-
you, you just saved me.’ ”

With multiple championships 
under his belt, and inductions 
into the Canadian and National 
Halls of Fame, what’s next for 
Jack?

“You know I always say, and I 
say it fairly seriously—I will do 
this until I can’t be competitive,” 
he says. “That’s what I always 
say. When I show up and I don’t 
think that I can be competitive 
because of my physical weak-
nesses, my mental weakness, or 
maybe I’ll lose the itch and I just 
don’t want to be that competitive 
because it takes a lot of effort, I 
probably won’t show anymore.

“But I expect it to be until I’m 
a fairly old fella. I love it, but in 
the same breath, at this point, I’m 
kind of getting to the stage where 
I really enjoy coaching young 
people and helping young peo-
ple. I think that might be some-
thing that’s in the works maybe 
for later where I help kids. I en-
joy that, but in the same breath I 
have no intentions of not being 
competitive—I have no inten-
tions of not seeking out or raising 
my next great horse.

“We breed our own mares 
and I’ve got a two-year-old that 
we’ve raised that I think is very 
good and I love that. He’s a little 
over a year away, from being able 

excited. I think he’s another spe-
cial horse.

“So that keeps driving you. 
It’s kind of like the bait that just 
doesn’t end and gives you hope. 
You have a great horse and you 
enjoy it and you appreciate it, 
but you’re always looking for the 
next one coming.”

Les Jack is inducted into National
Cutting Horse Association Hall of Fame

Les Jack with his family in Las Vegas at the induction ceremony into the National 
Cutting Horse Association Hall of Fame on June 24. From left are his son-in-law Kody 
Beckett, daughter Monica Beckett, mother-in-law Marilyn Hickie, wife Coreen Jack, 
Les Jack, and his parents Donna and Herb Jack.

Les Jack and one of his horses in action during a cutting horse competition.

Local Employment Opportunities

www.world-spectator.com/employment.php
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We strive for excellence —
delivering loads timely and 
efficiently!  

BULK GRAIN & 
FERTILIZER HAULING 

direct farmer relationships

B U I LT  O N  FA R M E R 
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Top 4 Canadian agri-food exports to watch for the rest of 2023
BY MARTHA ROBERTS

FCC ECONOMICS EDITOR
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Pork exports
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Beef exports
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Canola exports
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Continued on Page B19 

Figure 1: The pandemic boosted overall Canadian pork exports

Figure 2: Beef export volumes rebound after pandemic decline
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Your local 
Kubota 
Dealer

Isabelle’s pumpkins are ready to harvest! Cindy Cairns submitted this 
photo as part of the World-Spectator’s Harvest Photo Contest. The 
photo was taken in Maryfield in her mom’s garden.

The governments of Canada and Mani-
toba are investing up to $2.85 million over 

-
tainable Canadian Agricultural Partner-

Manitoba, federal Agriculture and Agri-

Manitoba Agriculture Minister Derek 

-

the adoption of best practices in the cattle 

continue conducting innovative research 

-

Canada and Manitoba Agriculture to un-
dertake beef and forage research and dem-

-

a successful and sustainable environment 
for beef producers,” said Johnson. “The 
more Manitoba farmers can adopt prac-
tices and technologies to increase produc-

-
-
-

Mentor Program, connecting producers 
-

-

our collaborators and the provincial and 
federal governments is critical to acceler-
ating the beef and forage industries.”

research and demonstration farms in 

-
-

son farm provides replicated pastures 
ideal for research.

collaborators to deliver more than 40 in-
novative studies to improve economic and 
environmental impacts of beef produc-

include precision ranching, rangeland 
drought response, soil health assessment, 

-

and territorial governments that supports 

products sectors. This includes $1 billion 
in federal programs and activities and 
a $2.5-billion commitment that is cost-

-

provinces and territories.

Governments of Canada and 
Manitoba investing up to 

$2.85 million for Manitoba 
beef and forage initiatives

To contact Ag News call 306-435-2445
or email world_spectator@sasktel.net
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Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK

306.452.6309Enterprises     Ltd.

$0 upfront with monthly
plus pricing on a 2-year

data contract

Internet
Access
Anywhere

COME SEE US OR GIVE A CALL FOR DETAILS

WI-FI THROUGHOUT

THE HOUSE

GREAT FOR SECURITY 
CAMERAS & CALVING
MONITORS

FAST ACTIVATION

PORTABLE

AFFORDABLE

RELIABLE

After 110 years in the business, you probably know the P&H name — 

but you might not know everything those letters stand for. With over 

for you. P&H is built to keep your farm business 

02/22-80060

FIND YOUR LOCAL EXPERTS AT PARRISHANDHEIMBECKER.COM

80060_PH_2022_HomeGrown_7-125x9-875.indd   1 2022-02-17   12:20 PM

Custom Silage 
Chopping
Full or Partial 

Service Available

TED  
204.512.0754    

Continued from B17

Wheat exports
Overall, wheat exports 

climbed 14.6% YoY in 
2020. The pandemic has 
boosted Canada’s wheat 
exports from the second 
quarter of 2020 until Au-
gust 2021 (Figure 4). This 
coincided with a period 
during which concerns 
about food sovereignty 
and security were height-
ened by concerns of sup-
ply chain chaos, and the 
boosted volumes would 
have likely continued had 
the 2021 drought not also 
hit Canadian wheat hard. 
Post-harvest exports in 
2021 dropped off a cliff, 
and 2022 export volumes 
were lowered by 50% for 
the year, despite the YoY 
production growth in the 
2022 crop.

In 2023, the evident 
growth in 2022 picked up 
even more momentum. Ex-
ports to date are on pace to 
equal the volumes export-

of 2021 before the impacts 
of the drought were felt. 
While China, our largest 
export market for wheat, 
led the gain in 2020, it was 
also a leader in 2021 and 
2022. But this year, growth 
in our wheat exports is also 
driven by increases in oth-
er key markets. Japan, the 
U.S. and Indonesia have 
either boosted or stabi-
lized their import volumes 
of Canadian wheat over 
the last four years. Despite 

reduced export volumes 
for both wheat and canola, 
strong global grain and oil-
seed prices following Rus-

sia’s war against Ukraine 
meant the value of Cana-
dian exports rose sharply 
as production recovered in 

the fall of 2022.
Given the severity of the 

current drought impacts 
on Canadian crops and 

livestock, export volumes 
will likely be impacted 
for the remainder of 2023 
and into 2024. However, 
exports remain equally 
important to Canadian 
agriculture and may off-

set the impact of reduced 
volumes. The value of ex-
ports will largely depend 
on global supply and de-
mand fundamentals and 
prices of both crops and 
livestock.

Top 4 Canadian agri-food exports to watch for the rest of 2023

Figure 3: The year of the pandemic’s start and the 2021 drought im-
pact on canola exports

Figure 4: 2023 wheat exports pick up where 2022’s growth led

To contact Ag News call 306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net

To contact Ag News call 306-435-2445 or email world_spectator@sasktel.net
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16
 Pancake Breakfast at Legion Hall – 8 a.m.
 Draw for $100 in Vendor Bucks – 5 p.m. - 6 p.m.

CARLYLE 
HOMESPUN 2023

Call 306-577-8915 for more information

36TH ANNUAL 
CRAFT SHOW & SALE

Saturday, 
September 16
10 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Located at Carlyle Sports Arena

Sunday, 
September 17

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

20TH ANNUAL QUILT SHOW
Located at the Memorial Hall Main Street  –  Carlyle, SK

Saturday, 
September 16
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday, 
September 17
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.




