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Les Jack at the cutting horse world ﬁnals in Fort Worth, Texas, left, and at a competition at the Calgary Stampede, right.

Les Jack wins 2021 cutting horse championship
BY DONNA BEUTLER
2021 Canadian Non-Pro Cutting Horse
champion Les Jack, 54, of the Tantallon/
Rocanville area has been an avid horseman all his life and it comes as no surprise
that his passion for cutting and his love of
horses has taken him down the competitive road for many, many years.
In cutting horse competitions, a horse
and rider have exactly two and a half
minutes to single out a cow from a herd
of cattle and “cut” it from the herd. For
a great visual on “cutting,” think Yellowstone (the show). Once cut from the herd,
horse and rider must keep the cow from
returning to the rest of the herd.
What’s required for a cutting horse and
rider to succeed? Besides a great rider who
is very in tune with his animal, a horse
has to have the agility and the strength
to move back and forth as the cow moves
back and forth. Once the singled-out cow
loses interest and looks away, the horse
and rider can re-enter the herd for another
cow to cut from the herd.
In an interview recently, Les Jack talked
about his love of cutting and of his early
years as well. Jack grew up with horses,
alongside his parents who instilled in him
their love of horses.
“Dad was a cowboy and worked in
community pastures and mom loved
horses too,” Jack said. There was a good
4-H program in the Tantallon area where
he grew up and he had the opportunity as
well to be part of the Twin Valley Riding
Club where he ran barrels and participated in pole bending.
After college in Saskatoon where he met
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Les Jack at a cutting horse competition in Moose Jaw.
his wife, Jack moved back home, began
married life, and to add to the one horse
he already had at that time, he added another. His interest in cutting horses began
when he was 22 years old.
“I met a gentleman by the name of John
Bishop who was doing a cutting horse
clinic in Yorkton,” Jack said. “He would
come down during the day and was a
great mentor. He even wrote letters of instruction that he would send me—I still
have every one of those letters. He really

piqued my interest in cutting.”
Though John passed away around that
time, it was through him and his wife that
-DFNZDVDEOHWRJHWKLVYHU\ÀUVWWUDLQHG
cutting horse which he showed in 1991 at
a beginner class where Jack won all three
awards.
In 1993 Jack says he had to slow down
with horses and competition in order to
concentrate on a new business venture.
Though he didn’t know much about the
pole framing building process at the time,

he went into it hook, line and sinker, and
along with his wife and many great employees over the years, he has turned
AFAB Industries in Rocanville into a successful, long-standing business.
In 1995, Jack began showing a bit once
again and in 1996 got more serious about
competition, winning the Non-Pro Saskatchewan award that year.
“In horse cutting competition,” Jack explained, “there are two categories —Open
and Non-Professional. Riders in the Open
category are horse trainers whereas riders
in the Non-Pro category don’t train horses
except for their own.”
“I’ve been pretty lucky,” Jack says about
his years of competition. Back in 1998 he
won the Spring Spectacular in Claresholm, Alberta. He also was Canadian Reserve Champion in 2020, 2017, and 2012.
In fact, he has placed in the top 10 since
early 2000.
“It’s all about the horses,” Jack explained as he talked about having a really
good eye for seeing horse talent. Jack has
had a lot of great horses and for that he
feels blessed. However, he explained, a
cutting horse has to want to do what they
are doing. “They need agility, intellect,
grit and determination,” he said.
“The great ones (horses) tell me they are
great,” Jack went on to say. “Even from an
early age, these horses read a cow.”
Jack says training of a horse starts usually around the end of their yearling year.
He has sent many horses for their early
training to Mandy Quam who starts them
before Jack takes over.
Continued on page 3 
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Les Jack during Canadian ﬁnals in Alberta.

Les Jack during a cutting horse competition in Moose Jaw.

Les Jack wins 2021 cutting horse championship
Continued from front
Jack also credits many for what he has learned, soaking
up everything he could from those he watched and talked
WR VD\LQJ WKRVH LQ WKH FXWWLQJ KRUVH ÀHOG DUH YHU\ RSHQ
with their knowledge and that he has learned so much
from them.
“It’s a cool sport,” Jack said. “Other riders help me and
really when they help me they’re setting themselves up
for me to beat them. But it’s all about the horses. We all
love horses.”
Jack spent a lot of time on the road in 2021 both in Canada and the U.S. and racked up around 65,000 kilometres
that year. He competed and had a great showing in South
Dakota last year, winning all three days. He was only
home a few days before he headed off to Arizona, driving
KRXUVWRFRPSHWHWKHUHDQGÀQDOO\WR:RUOG)LQDOVLQ
Texas in an effort to make it into the top 15. He took 16th
spot, just short of his goal.
Jack was humbled last year to be inducted in the CaQDGLDQ&XWWLQJ+RUVH$VVRFLDWLRQ &&+$ +DOORI)DPH
Jack is the 16th inductee since the CCHA formed in 1954,
so it is a remarkable accomplishment and one that Jack
can be very proud of.

Jack is also CCHA President and has also acted as VicePresident. He feels so fortunate to be part of this great
organization and this great sport and to have had the
successes he has had. Those two and a half minutes of
competition are intense for Jack, but he is very competitive. He says he has learned to control his nerves when he
competes and when he’s in the midst of those two and a
half minutes, he is totally in tune with his horse and he is
fully concentrating on the job at hand.
“It may sound silly, but what’s been good for our sport
is Yellowstone (the show),” Jack said. “It really helps
people understand what cutting is all about and how it’s
done.”
Jack says he is eternally grateful to his wife, his parents
and his daughter (who has traveled with him at times
and gotten his horse ready), as well as the good people
DW$)$%
“It’s easy to say, ‘look what I did,’ ” he said, “but the
people around me have really helped me be able to do
what I do.”
And with that, Jack and his horse are already preparing
to head out to Arizona this week. While the Canadian season lasts from May to October, the U.S. season runs from

January to November and that means that with just a little
travel (or a lot as the case may be), Jack can get into the
arena to compete there long before the Canadian season
even starts.
Jack’s plans going forward are to keep on doing what
he’s doing, cutting and competing and enjoying every
moment of it.
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Hi-Low
Adjustable
Bed
³ For those who may need a little assistance
transitioning from sitting to standing to get
out of bed, the Harmony Hi-Low can help you
stand with the touch of a button.
³ Bed height adjusts from 10.5” to 21.5” to the
ﬂoor.
³ This is also a great option for those who
require patient care at home or in an assisted
living environment.
³ The Harmony Hi-Low provides the features of a
homecare bed without the institutional look.
³ Lift capacity of 880 lbs.
³ Wireless 18 button hand control that is backlit
and features a ﬂashlight for nighttime use.

³ Side rails are available as an option.
³ Available as Twin XL, Full XL, Queen and Split
King.
³ Available with the Harmony Relax Mattress,
a gel infused visco-elastic memory foam that
contours to your body, providing an extremely
comfortable and luxurious feel.
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MNS hosts winter camp weekend at Kenosee
SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
On the weekend of Dec. 18,
Métis citizens gathered at KenoVHH/DNHIRUWKHÀUVWZLQWHUFDPS
at Métis Nation Saskatchewan—
Eastern Region 3, to learn and
engage in traditional activities
like dogsledding, which is one of
a series of Traditional Métis Land
%DVHG(GXFDWLRQ3URJUDPV
´, WKLQN ZKDW PDNHV WKLV
XQLTXHLVWKDWLW·VDZLQWHUFDPS
$ ORW RI SHRSOH GR WKH VXPPHU
and the fall, but they don’t do
WKH ZLQWHUµ VD\V FDPSHU Shannon Landrie-Crossland.
“We do harvest during the winter, we do it through all seasons
EXW , WKLQN WKDW·V ZKDW PDNHV
this really cool and unique, is
EHFDXVH QRW PDQ\ SHRSOH NQRZ
how to do it during the winter.”
2QHRIWKHPDLQIRFXVHVIRUWKH
ZLQWHU FDPS LV WR WHDFK \RXWK
about winter survival and Métis
traditions, including “lii shyaen
di trenn,” also known as dogsledding.
$Q(OGHUIURPWKHUHJLRQ&DOvin Racette, says dogsledding
FDUULHVWUDGLWLRQDOPHDQLQJVDQG
values to the Métis Nation.
+H DOVR VD\V WKDW LW·V LPSRUWDQW WR SDVV GRZQ WKH SUDFWLFHV
of survival to Métis youth so that
they too can learn about wildlife
WUDFN LGHQWLÀFDWLRQ KRZ WR VHW
VQDUH DQG EHDYHU WUDSV DV ZHOO
learning how to build and tear
BY

Above: Eagle Ridge Dog Sled Tours, owner Garrick Schmidt, has about 24 dogs who
have been in training since September. Left: Calvin Racette, Garrick Schmidt, Shannon
Landrie-Crossland and Heather Witherspoon.
GRZQFDPSVLWHV
´'RJVOHGVDUHDELJSDUWRIRXU
FRPPXQLW\ WKH\ KDYH EHHQ IRUever,” says Racette.
´2XU SHRSOH XVHG WR GHOLYHU
WKHPDLOE\GRJVOHGVLQWKHZLQWHU DQG VXPPHU WLPH E\ KRUVH
and carriage as well. They were
the backbone of the workforce.”

Racette says his ancestors used
to take great care of their dogs
because of how valuable they
were.
“These guys would treat their
dogs so good that each of these
dogs would have their own blankets. They had coats and a little
blanket that they would wear on

their backs, dog shoes that they
would wear, stuff like that. These
guys would really look after
their dogs, it’s like the equivalent
of looking after your car today,”
says Racette.”
President of Eastern Region 3
of Métis Nation—Saskatchewan
'H[WHU 0RQGRU VD\V WKH FRP-

2022 GOALS...

PRE-OWNED

TRAVEL TRAILERS

FUN &

2020 Jayco Eagle HT 312BHOK
3 slides, bunks, outside kitchen
NO GST .............................. $57,500
REDUCED! 2018 Premier 29RKPR
Large slide, low kms
NO GST .............................. $34,900

PRE-OWNED

Coyote 28”
Stainless
Steel Pellet
Grill
American Hauler Arrow 8.5 x 24
Charcoal, Axles 2-3500 lb., Ramp Door W/Side
Entry Door. This 24’ Arrow comes standard with
interior/exterior LED lights, medium duty ramp
door with 16” PlexCore extension ﬂap, front stone
guard, sidewall ﬂow through air vents, 3/4” ﬂoor,
3/8” walls, 6’6” interior height and 4-5000 lb.
D/rings. Financing is available.
Call soon, availability is very limited.

SALE PRICE

$16,795

Retail: $17,895

Financing Available
$139 Bi/Weekly plus
taxes 0 down OAC

Dutchmen Coleman
Lantern Series toy hauler 251TQ
Ramp up the fun with 13’3” of cargo and take
the toys with you. Front private bedroom with a
queen bed, Happi-Jack Power bunk in the back
and the dual opposing sofas that includes a table,
two swivel rockers to relax in. Full kitchen including a 10 cu. ft. refrigerator, 3 burner gas range/
oven, microwave and a farmhouse sink. Full dry
bath. Enclosed underbelly, Ramp Patio, exterior
shower, Black tank ﬂush, Aluminum wheels, 1,600
lb. rated rear ramp door, 2,500 lb. rated recessed
D-rings. Lantern Package includes so much more.
Sleeps 6. Weighs 5,801 lbs.!

This Stainless Steel
Pellet Grill is the
only grill you need.
Control the temperature easily
digitally and with
a meat probe.Easy
access front loading
hopper.Sear a steak
at 700 and smoke
a Brisket the next
day at 250. Quality
built to outlast the
competition.

FIFTH WHEELS
2018 Avalanche 375RD
5 slides, washer/dryer
NO GST ............................. $71,500
2018 Cruiser 29BH
2 slides, bunks, outside kitchen
NO GST ............................. $42,500
2017 Jayco Eagle 24.5CKTS
3 slides, pwr awning ............ $34,750
2014 Crusader Primetime
4 slides, ﬁreplace, king bed
NO GST .............................. $42,000

$3,999

Retail: $51,520

2022 Dutchmen Coleman
Lantern 263BH
Sleeps up to 6 , 1 slide out, 1 awning. Features such
as; solid touch kitchen countertops, large picture
windows, upgraded furniture. High-capacity holding
tanks that extend your adventure. The Lantern’s powered stabilizer jacks and power tongue jack make
setting up easier than ever. Fully enclosed and insulated underbelly, extra layer of protection means you
can travel further into the year. Coleman has a long
history (well over 100 years) in the camping world.

SALE PRICE $39,725

2006 Cougar 281EFS
Large slide NO GST ............. $15,795

Coyote 28”
Stainless
Steel
Propane Grill
Coyote Grills are
made with strength,
durability and precision. Stainless steel
construction makes
this grill one that
will last years longer
than most others.
The solid grates will
give that perfect
sear on all your
steaks!

RICK SCHRIENER 306-577-8623

COMPARE
OUR PRICES!
*ALL BI-WEEKLY
PAYMENTS ARE
PLUS TAXES

2012 Brookstone 367RL
4 slides, ﬁreplace
NO GST .............................. $52,900
2012 Hitchhiker 349RSB
4 slides, rear entrance
NO GST .............................. $32,500

SALE PRICE $43,530

Retail: $47,725

PLWPHQW RI FDULQJ DQG ORRNLQJ
after their sled dogs is equal to
an individual caring for their car.
“How you would wash and
ZD[ \RXU FDU HDFK RI WKH FRPSDUWPHQWV LQ D FDU LV OLNH HDFK
GRJKDVWKHLURZQVHSDUDWHFRPSDUWPHQW*DUULFN RZQHURIVOHG
GRJV  NQRZV HDFK RI WKHP WKH\
DOO KDYH WKHLU RZQ QDPH WKHLU
RZQSHUVRQDOLWLHVµ
*DUULFN 6FKPLGW LV WKH RZQHU
of Eagle Ridge Dog Sled Tours.
He has about 24 sled dogs, rangLQJLQDJHVIURPHLJKWPRQWKVWR
10 years old.
+H·V EHHQ LQ WKH ÀHOG RI GRJsledding for about four years
DQGKDVDSDVVLRQIRULW
6FKPLGW KDV EHHQ WUDLQLQJ KLV
GRJVVLQFH6HSWHPEHUIRUDFRPSHWLWLYH VOHGGRJ UDFH LQ )HEUXary, right now he says his dogs
KDYHWKHVWDPLQDWRUXQIRUWKUHH
hours.
´+H·V *DUULFN  EHHQ GRLQJ
GRJVOHGGLQJ IRU D FRXSOH RI
years, he did four tours for our
Eastern Region last year and he
KHOSHGZLWKWKHVXPPHUFDPSV
so we decided let’s do a winter
FDPSDQGGRDORWPRUHGRJVOHGding.”
´7KLVLVWKHÀUVWZLQWHUFDPS
IRU RXU UHJLRQ WKLV VXPPHU ZH
GLGWKUHHVXPPHUFDPSVµ
0RQGRU VD\V ZLQWHU FDPSV
have been done before, but this
LV WKH ÀUVW \HDU LWV KDSSHQHG LQ
Eastern Region 3.
Continued on page 23

2022 Hideout

$1,699
COVER
INCLUDED

Front private bedroom with a queen-size bed, rear set of
52” x 74” bunk beds, plus the 72” sofa can convert.
Central vacuum in the kitchen, pull-out pantry by the
ﬁreplace. Rear corner bathroom has a 38” walk-in shower,
closet just outside the bathroom, storage underneath the
sofa, front exterior pass-through storage area and rear
exterior storage These models are lightweight which makes
them easy to hook up and tow. Key features inside: blackout
night shades, a central vacuum, and a Furrion Bluetooth
radio. Exterior has blue LED-lighted exterior speakers, fully
walkable roof, Tru-ﬁt™ slide construction, and the power
awning, Camp Kitchen.

MSRP
$47,500

RON MACK 306-577-1548

CRV Price: $39,595
OR ONLY $135 BI-WEEKLY* ON OAC

2002 Hornet 255WS
large slide ............................. $9,975
1998 Wanderer
325RK large slide .................. $8,995

PRE-OWNED

MOTOR HOMES
2012 ACE Evo 29.1
Gas 6.8 Triton V10
NO GST .............................. $69,900
2005 Holiday Rambler 36PDD
Neptune Diesel Cummins ISB 300HP
........................................... $64,900

JOAN SEIBEL 306-453-6773

HIGHWAY 9 NORTH CARLYLE, SK

306-453-6773 WWW.CARLYLERV.COM
Our prices include freight, dealer PDI, battery, full propane, hoses, etc.
PLUS A COMPLETE WALK-AROUND TO THE PURCHASER!!

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8:30 am - 5:30 pm
Can’t make it during the week?
Make an appointment with
one of our sales staff for a
SATURDAY VIEWING!
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Asessippi Ski Area & Resort located just north of Russell, Manitoba, offers a variety of outdoor activities throughout the winter and summer time.
Individuals from across the provinces of Manitoba and Saskatchewan go to the area for skiing, snowboarding, downhill tubing, mountain biking,
camping, golﬁng, weddings, cottage coves and more.

Asessippi Ski Resort & other winter activities
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Manitoba’s outdoor adventure resort—Asessippi Ski
Area & Resort, has redesigned its rental area to allow
families and individuals the opportunity to enjoy winter
activities, all while staying safe through social distancing
protocols.
"Certainly we had to change a lot of our policies, procedures and protocols, but Manitoba Health has been fantastic in helping us with trying to make everything as safe
as possible,” says Richard Crosthwaite, general manager
of the Asessippi Ski Area & Resort.
“It’s been a learning curve for us just as it’s been for every other business. Hopefully when our clients get here,
we want them to feel safe enough. We want people to
come here and have fun, that’s what we strive for.”
The Asessippi resort is located just north of Russell,
Manitoba. They offer outdoor activities all year around
VXFK DV VNLLQJ VQRZERDUGLQJ GRZQKLOO WXELQJ JROÀQJ
mountain biking, camping and more.
“We certainly do different things on the hill, we want to
give people a variety, so we thought why not have something different for a bit of everyone here,” says Crosthwaite.
“We offer a wonderful variety of activities, we have a
ski hill here with 26 runs, we have a magic carpet, we have
multiple things available for all walks of life. Basically we
don’t just offer skiing at the hill, we also have ski bikes,
we’ve got snow shoe trails, we also do weddings. We do
up to 40 weddings a year. We have different venues.”
During the winter season, Crosthwaite says the Asessippi resort also offers beginner to intermediate lessons
of skiing and snowboarding. However, due to the inconsistent weather during the months of November and December, the business was not able to stay open for a consecutive amount of time.

“We make 100 per cent of our snow at Asessippi and
we like to start at the end of October. It was unfortunate
that during this year in November and in the beginning
of December, the temperatures were not favorable. They
were very warm so we couldn’t really make that much
snow,” Crosthwaite says.
“That affects us because obviously we can’t open in
the time frame that we need to. I pump about 10 million
gallons of snow a year, that takes a considerate amount
of effort and time to do. If we can guarantee a consistent
temperature of minus 25 that would be absolutely spectacular for us.”
Crosthwaite says Asessippi resort was closed during
the Christmas period, due to the weather being too cold
to operate the snow hills in a safe manner.
“Our policy is that if the weather is minus 35 with a
windchill, we don’t operate,” he says.
“My number one goal is for everyone to have fun, and
everyone’s safety. Safety is my number one concern on
the hill, I’m constantly observing what the temperatures
are and unfortunately when the temperatures are not favorable, we cannot open with respect to the rules.”
The days when it is too cold to be outside, Crosthwaite
says the business is forced to close due to safety concerns.
“We can’t operate when it’s minus 35 with a windchill,
it’s just too dangerous, the machines don’t like it and it’s
not healthy for the staff.”
“When people come to Asessippi I want them to enjoy the experience and not leave thinking it could’ve been
better. It’s the safety aspect that really worries me.”
Although the business started off to a rough season,
Crosthwaite says the weather now, seems to be good
enough to run winter activities and stay open.
“We have a lot going on here and just getting people to
WKHDUHDLVWHUULÀFIRUWKHORFDOFRPPXQLW\µ
+H VD\V WKH $VHVVLSSL UHVRUW EHQHÀWV WKH FRPPXQLW\

REGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
• CONCRETE WORK •

Concrete
Restoration
REPAIR | RESTORATION | SEALING

Floors • Driveways
Steps • Patios
Bin Foundations

marty@concreterestore.ca

306-645-2777 (OFFICE)
306-435-0900 (CELL)

www.concreterestore.ca

• ACCOUNTING •

  
Ƭ
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WE ARE YOUR LOCAL
CUSTOM PRINTER!

What can
we print for
you today?

ESTERHAZY OFFICE
420 Main Street

306-745-6611
www.millerandco.ca

306-435-2445

not only during the winter season, but during the summer time as well.
´,W $VHVVLSSL6NL$UHD 5HVRUW FHUWDLQO\EHQHÀWVWKH
community because we get about 80,000 people that come
here a year,” Crosthwaite says.
“People come from all over the province which is absolutely fantastic. Everyone spends a lot of time in the area,
at the local shops, the retails, the gas stations and more,
so I’d like to think those are all ambassadors for the area.”
“Hopefully people come back not just for skiing, but in
the summer, because during the summer there’s so much
going on in the area. We have wonderful golf courses, we
KDYHÀVKLQJLQWKHQLFHODNHVFDPSLQJWKLQJVOLNHWKDWµ
During the summer, Crosthwaite says the resort is the
only place in the area that offers downhill mountain biking throughout the months of June to September.
“We are actually the only west access mountain bikes
trail system in Manitoba, which is quite unique for us.”
“We’re always trying to expand the business, so that
we can be a year round resort rather than just being open
during the winter resort. We have a fabulous chalet here,
which doesn’t get utilized to its full potential so that’s
what we’re trying to aim for. Trying to accommodate
for weddings and just make use of the surroundings we
have. It’s a beautiful adventurous area during the summer as well, so we need to jump on that bandwagon.”
Individuals can check www.asessippi.com for additions and updates on current winter activities.
Crosthwaite says the business has made enough snow
now to last until March, and as long as the weather coperates, he says the Asessippi Ski Area & Resort should be
busy and able to stay open.

Class 1 License
Mandatory Entry Level Training

CALL TODAY!
The 121.5 hour course is the Mandatory Entry-Level
Training course that came into effect on September
1, 2019. This course consists of 40 hours of classroom
training, 40.5 hours of in-yard training and 41 hours of
in-cab training. This course covers the essential skills to
safely operate a semi truck and trailer.

FUNDING IS AVAILABLE
through government programs
CALL ROLAND FOR MORE INFORMATION
at 204-851-2998
1:2c

Visit us online any time at www.plainandvalley.com
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Pilot immigration program aims to address labor shortage
BY FABIAN DAWSON,
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
By 2029, Saskatchewan will likely have 12,300 more
MREVWKDQWKHGRPHVWLFODERXUIRUFHFDQÀOO7RDGGUHVVWKH
critical labour shortage, the provincial government anQRXQFHGDQHZSLORWLPPLJUDWLRQSURJUDP
Located approximately 140 kilometres east of Saskatoon, the BHP Jansen Project in Saskatchewan is taking
shape to be the largest potash-producing mine in the
ZRUOG
7KHSURMHFWLVH[SHFWHGWRFUHDWHDURXQGMREVDQnually during construction plus more than 600 jobs at the
PLQHVLWHDQGFRUSRUDWHRIÀFHLQ6DVNDWRRQ
In Yorkton, one of the fastest-growing cities in Saskatchewan, dozens of local businesses have “We are hirLQJµVLJQVSRVWHGRQWKHLUZLQGRZVDQGSDUNLQJORWV
´,QHDUO\1RYHPEHU&DQDGLDQ7LUH6WDUEXFNV6DVN7HO
7KH %ULFN :DOPDUW 0DU\ %URZQV 2PHJD $XWR 3DUWV
Parkland College and many others had similar signs on
their buildings or in their parking lots, telling locals about
DYDLODEOHMREVµUHSRUWHG6DVNWRGD\FD
$FURVVWKHSUDLULHSURYLQFHNQRZQDVWKH¶%UHDG%DVNHW
RI&DQDGD·WKH&DQDGLDQ$JULFXOWXUDO+XPDQ5HVRXUFH
Council predicts that by 2029, Saskatchewan will have
PRUHMREVWKDQWKHGRPHVWLFODERXUIRUFHFDQÀOO
“Saskatchewan’s agriculture sector has limited access
to foreign workers and the lowest reliance on this labour
VRXUFHRQO\RIWKHSURYLQFH·VDJULFXOWXUDOZRUNIRUFH
LVIRUHLJQZRUNHUVFRPSDUHGWRDFURVVWKHHQWLUH&Dnadian agricultural sector workforce,” the council said in
LWVIRUHFDVWUHSRUW

Critical shortage
of workers

-LP%HQFHSUHVLGHQWDQG&(2RI+RVSLWDOLW\6DVNDWFKewan said that his industry has thousands of vacancies
LQFOXGLQJDOPRVWIRUFRRNVDQGNLWFKHQVWDII
Saying it’s a crisis or an acute problem, will be an unGHUVWDWHPHQW%HQFHVDLG
7RDGGUHVVWKHFULWLFDOVKRUWDJHRIZRUNHUVLQ6DVNDWFKewan, the provincial government last week announced a
new pilot under the Saskatchewan Immigrant Nominee
3URJUDP 6,13  WR DGGUHVV KDUGWRÀOO SRVLWLRQV LQ WKH
SURYLQFH
7KH¶+DUG7R)LOO6NLOOV3LORW·ZLOOHQDEOH6DVNDWFKHZDQ
employers to recruit workers through overseas missions,
or other international recruitment activities, into select
MREVWKDWKDYHVLJQLÀFDQWUHFUXLWPHQWFKDOOHQJHVWKHJRYHUQPHQWVDLG
´7KHSLORWJLYHVHPSOR\HUVWKHDELOLW\WRUHFUXLWLQWKHVH
RFFXSDWLRQVWRÀOOFULWLFDOYDFDQFLHVWKDWFDQ·WEHÀOOHGE\
GRPHVWLFODERXURURWKHU)HGHUDOLPPLJUDWLRQSURJUDPV
and enables the workers to become permanent residents
IDVWHUµVDLG5RELQ6SHHUDVSRNHVSHUVRQIRUWKH*RYHUQPHQWRI6DVNDWFKHZDQ
´7KHPDMRULW\RIWKHRFFXSDWLRQVXQGHUWKHSLORWZHUH
not eligible under the SINP or any immigration program
EHIRUH )LYH RI WKH HOLJLEOH RFFXSDWLRQV SUHYLRXVO\ UHquired the worker to work in Saskatchewan for at least
six months before they could apply to the SINP and start
the permanent immigration process,” he said in a written
UHVSRQVHWRTXHVWLRQVIURP1&0
6SHHUVDLGWKH+DUG7R)LOO6NLOOV +)6 3LORWLQFOXGHV
23 occupations in the following sectors: Health, Hospi-

WDOLW\ $JULFXOWXUH 9DOXH $GGHG 3ULPDU\ $JULFXOWXUH
)RUHVWU\6DOHVDQG6HUYLFH/RJLVWLFVDQG7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ
5HVLGHQWLDODQG&RPPHUFLDO&RQVWUXFWLRQDQG0HWDODQG
$JULFXOWXUH0DFKLQHU\0DQXIDFWXULQJ
´,QVHFRQGTXDUWHURIWKHUHZHUHMREYDFDQFLHV
IRU FRQVWUXFWLRQ WUDGHV KHOSHUV DQG ODERXUHUV XS 
IURPWKHVDPHTXDUWHULQ SUHSDQGHPLFEDVH 2WKHU
occupations with a high number of vacancies that have
increased over the same period are heavy equipment operators (except crane), transport truck drivers, food and
beverage servers, material handlers, janitors, caretakers
and building superintendents, and home support workHUVDQGKRXVHNHHSHUVµVDLG6SHHU
“We anticipate demand will increase for many of these
occupations as major economic projects continue to come
on stream in the forestry, mining, manufacturing, and
agri-value sectors…Completion of phase one of the BHP
-DQVHQ PLQH DORQH ZLOO DORQH FUHDWH  FRQVWUXFWLRQ
MREVµ
Bence from Hospitality Saskatchewan described the piORWSURJUDPDV´DPXFKQHHGHGWLPHO\VROXWLRQµ

Post-COVID
immigration

“It’s a great move to attract immigrant talent and proYLGHVDTXLFNHUSDWKZD\WRUHVLGHQF\µKHVDLG
“While we always work hard to exhaust every opportunity to hire locally, we have to be creative to ensure we
have the right labour supply to help our business and
communities grow and thrive in Saskatchewan, some-

Procurement begins for new
Weyburn General Hospital
7KH *RYHUQPHQW RI 6DVNDWFKHZDQ KDV LVVXHG D 5HTXHVW IRU 4XDOLÀFDWLRQV 5)4  WR LGHQWLI\ TXDOLÀHG
ÀUPV WR GHVLJQ DQG FRQVWUXFW WKH QHZ :H\EXUQ *HQeral Hospital and lead the demolition of the existing
KRVSLWDO
“We are pleased to be taking the next step toward an
integrated model of care, bringing acute care and menWDOKHDOWKVHUYLFHVWRJHWKHUµ5XUDODQG5HPRWH+HDOWK
0LQLVWHU (YHUHWW +LQGOH\ VDLG ´7KLV QHZ IDFLOLW\ ZLOO
EHPRUHHIÀFLHQWDQGZLOOXOWLPDWHO\SURYLGHEHWWHUSDWLHQWFDUHIRUUHVLGHQWVRI:H\EXUQDQGDUHDµ
7KHQHZEHGKRVSLWDOZLOOEHEXLOWRQDJUHHQÀHOG
VLWHORFDWHGRQWKHQRUWKVLGHRIWK$YHQXH1RUWKEHWZHHQ +DPLOWRQ 6WUHHW DQG WK 6WUHHW DW   WK$YHQXH 1RUWK :HVW :KHQ FRPSOHWH LW ZLOO LQFOXGH 
acute care beds and 10 in-patient mental health beds
IURP7DWDJZD9LHZ

´7KLVLVVXFKDQH[FLWLQJDQQRXQFHPHQWIRURXUFRPPXQLW\DQGWKHHQWLUHUHJLRQµ(GXFDWLRQ0LQLVWHUDQG
:H\EXUQ%LJ0XGG\0/$'XVWLQ'XQFDQVDLG´2XU
government has committed to investing in generational
health care projects like the Weyburn Hospital and I am
SOHDVHGWRVHHWKLVPRYHIRUZDUGWRGD\µ
7KHWHDPVVKRUWOLVWHGWKURXJKWKLV5)4ZLOOSURFHHG
WRWKHVHFRQGVWDJHRISURFXUHPHQWIRUWKHSURMHFWD5Hquest for Proposals, that is expected to open later this
\HDUDQGZLOOEHXVHGWRVHOHFWDWHDPWROHDGWKHSURMHFW
“We look forward to the progression of this project,”
6DVNDWFKHZDQ+HDOWK$XWKRULW\$FWLQJ9LFH3UHVLGHQW
RI,QIUDVWUXFWXUH,QIRUPDWLRQDQG6XSSRUW'HUHN0LOOHU VDLG ´7KH QHZ IDFLOLW\ ZLOO VHUYH WKH UHVLGHQWV RI
Weyburn and the surrounding area by ensuring access
WRH[SDQGHGKHDOWKFDUHVHUYLFHVDVZHOODVHIÀFLHQFLHV
PDGHWRH[LVWLQJVHUYLFHVµ

Sask leads in job growth in December
-REQXPEHUVUHOHDVHGE\6WDWLVWLFV&DQDGDIRU'HFHPber 2021 show Saskatchewan’s month-over-month employment (seasonally adjusted) increased by 6,000 (up
SHUFHQW IURP1RYHPEHUZKLFKZDVWKHKLJKHVW
JURZWKDPRQJSURYLQFHVLQWHUPVRISHUFHQWDJHFKDQJH
<HDURYHU\HDUHPSOR\PHQWLQFUHDVHGE\ XS
SHU FHQW  IURP 'HFHPEHU  7KH XQHPSOR\PHQW UDWH
ZDVSHUFHQWGRZQIURPSHUFHQWD\HDUDJRDQG
EHORZWKHQDWLRQDODYHUDJHRISHUFHQW
0DMRU \HDURYHU\HDU JDLQV ZHUH UHSRUWHG IRU KHDOWK
FDUHDQGVRFLDODVVLVWDQFHZLWKPRUHMREV XSSHU
FHQW  WUDGH ZLWK  PRUH MREV XS  SHU FHQW  DQG
FRQVWUXFWLRQZLWKPRUHMREV XSSHUFHQW 2YHU

the same period, the private sector was up 10,800 jobs (up
SHUFHQW IHPDOHHPSOR\PHQWLQFUHDVHGE\MREV
XS  SHU FHQW  DQG \RXWK HPSOR\PHQW ZDV XS 
MREV XSSHUFHQW 
,Q  RIIUHVHUYH $ERULJLQDO HPSOR\PHQW ZDV XS
E\  XS  SHU FHQW  WKH KLJKHVW \HDURYHU\HDU
JURZWK UDWH HYHU RQ UHFRUG VLQFH  2IIUHVHUYH $ERULJLQDO\RXWKHPSOR\PHQWZDVXSE\ XSSHU
cent) from a year ago, the second highest year-over-year
JURZWKUDWHHYHURQUHFRUGVLQFH
$FFRUGLQJ WR DQ DYHUDJH RI PDMRU SULYDWH IRUHFDVWHUV
6DVNDWFKHZDQ·V UHDO *'3 LV H[SHFWHG WR UHERXQG DQG
JURZE\SHUFHQWLQ

thing this very unique program will be especially helpful
ZLWKSRVW&29,'µ
´7KLVQHZ+DUG7R)LOO6NLOOV3LORW²GHYHORSHGLQ6DVNDWFKHZDQIRU6DVNDWFKHZDQ²LVSURJUHVVRQRXUDXWRQRmy discussions with the federal government and is going
to help provide employers with greater access to international options to recruit workers,” said the province’s ImPLJUDWLRQDQG&DUHHU7UDLQLQJ0LQLVWHU-HUHP\+DUULVRQ
LQDVWDWHPHQW
7KHSLORWLVVFKHGXOHGWRODXQFKWKLVPRQWK
7REHHOLJLEOHDSSOLFDQWVWRWKH+DUG7R)LOO6NLOOV3LORW
must:
Have a full-time, permanent offer of employment and
SINP job approval letter for an eligible occupation from a
registered Saskatchewan employer;
0HHW D PLQLPXP &DQDGLDQ 2IÀFLDO /DQJXDJH SURÀciency level; and
0HHW WKH PLQLPXP HGXFDWLRQDO DQG ZRUN H[SHULHQFH
requirements, which include having at least one year of
work experience in the same occupation as the job offer or
VL[PRQWKZRUNH[SHULHQFHLQWKDWMRELQ6DVNDWFKHZDQ
7KHHPSOR\HUVLQWKHSLORWSURJUDPPXVWGHPRQVWUDWH
they have made extensive efforts to hire domestically
prior to utilizing the pilot for recruitment, demonstrate
WKHQHHGDQGEHQHÀWIRUWKHLUEXVLQHVVDQGIXOÀOOUHTXLUHments related to providing settlement support for the
ZRUNHUV
)RU PRUH LQIRUPDWLRQ RQ WKH LQLWLDWLYH DQG HOLJLELOLW\
FULWHULDFRQWDFWRULPPLJUDWLRQ#JRYVNFD

E.R.P. Hardware

#7 BROADWAY • REDVERS, SK

Visit our Facebook Page @

ERP Pro
Hardware
for more promotions!

Stella's

WINTER
SALE!
STELLA'S BLOW-IN
INSULATION
TOP UP SALE

6' X 8'
GARDEN SHEDS

6 - 8 inches top up

Door options extra

$1150

99¢/sq. ft

CONTRACTOR
GRADE VINYL
CLICK FLOORING
$4.99¢/sq. ft

material and labour
Mileage extra outside of
Redvers area

WINTER
FIESTA
SALE
2-3 TAMERAC
RAILS BARK
STILL ON
$9.89/RAIL

SUBWAY TILE

$2.10¢/sq. ft

2ND
CUT SLABS

$389
/BUNDLE

EDGED
SLABS

$425
/BUNDLE

Business Hours: Monday-Friday 8am- 5pm, Saturday 8am - Noon

Phone: 306-452-3393 • Text: 306-840-8234
Email: erphardware@hotmail.com
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Deadline: July 6, 2022
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August 13, 2022

March 11, 2022

September 16, 2022

April 14, 2022

October 14, 2022
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November 10, 2022

Deadline: February 2, 2022

Deadline: March 2, 2022

Deadline: August 3, 2022

Deadline: September 7, 2022

Deadline: April 5, 2022

Deadline: October 5, 2022

Deadline: May 4, 2022

Deadline: November 1, 2022

June 10, 2022

December 9, 2022

Deadline: June 1, 2022

Deadline: November 30, 2022
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in Plain & Valley through the year:
February:

Q

Q
Q

Focus on Post
Secondary
Education
Financial Planning
Feature
Wedding &
Graduation Feature

April:

Q

June:

Q
Q

Development
Feature
Spring Mining, Energy
& Manufacturing
Feature

September:

Q

November:

Q

July:

Q

Spring Ag feature

Summer Events
Feature

August:

Q

Back to School
Feature

Fall Ag Feature

Fall Mining, Energy &
Manufacturing
Feature

December

Q

Christmas Shopping
Feature & Christmas
Greetings

Les Jack at the cutting horse world ﬁnals in Fort Worth, Texas, left, and at a competition at the Calgary Stampede, right.

Les Jack wins 2021 cutting horse championship
BY DONNA BEUTLER
2021 Canadian Non-Pro Cutting Horse
champion Les Jack, 54, of the Tantallon/
Rocanville area has been an avid horseman all his life and it comes as no surprise
that his passion for cutting and his love of
horses has taken him down the competitive road for many, many years.
In cutting horse competitions, a horse
and rider have exactly two and a half
minutes to single out a cow from a herd
of cattle and “cut” it from the herd. For
a great visual on “cutting,” think Yellowstone (the show). Once cut from the herd,
horse and rider must keep the cow from
returning to the rest of the herd.
What’s required for a cutting horse and
rider to succeed? Besides a great rider who
is very in tune with his animal, a horse
has to have the agility and the strength
to move back and forth as the cow moves
back and forth. Once the singled-out cow
loses interest and looks away, the horse
and rider can re-enter the herd for another
cow to cut from the herd.
In an interview recently, Les Jack talked
about his love of cutting and of his early
years as well. Jack grew up with horses,
alongside his parents who instilled in him
their love of horses.
“Dad was a cowboy and worked in
community pastures and mom loved
horses too,” Jack said. There was a good
4-H program in the Tantallon area where
he grew up and he had the opportunity as
well to be part of the Twin Valley Riding
Club where he ran barrels and participated in pole bending.
After college in Saskatoon where he met

Les Jack at a cutting horse competition in Moose Jaw.
his wife, Jack moved back home, began
married life, and to add to the one horse
he already had at that time, he added another. His interest in cutting horses began
when he was 22 years old.
“I met a gentleman by the name of John
Bishop who was doing a cutting horse
clinic in Yorkton,” Jack said. “He would
come down during the day and was a
great mentor. He even wrote letters of instruction that he would send me—I still
have every one of those letters. He really

piqued my interest in cutting.”
Though John passed away around that
time, it was through him and his wife that
-DFNZDVDEOHWRJHWKLVYHU\ÀUVWWUDLQHG
cutting horse which he showed in 1991 at
a beginner class where Jack won all three
awards.
In 1993 Jack says he had to slow down
with horses and competition in order to
concentrate on a new business venture.
Though he didn’t know much about the
pole framing building process at the time,

he went into it hook, line and sinker, and
along with his wife and many great employees over the years, he has turned
AFAB Industries in Rocanville into a successful, long-standing business.
In 1995, Jack began showing a bit once
again and in 1996 got more serious about
competition, winning the Non-Pro Saskatchewan award that year.
“In horse cutting competition,” Jack explained, “there are two categories —Open
and Non-Professional. Riders in the Open
category are horse trainers whereas riders
in the Non-Pro category don’t train horses
except for their own.”
“I’ve been pretty lucky,” Jack says about
his years of competition. Back in 1998 he
won the Spring Spectacular in Claresholm, Alberta. He also was Canadian Reserve Champion in 2020, 2017, and 2012.
In fact, he has placed in the top 10 since
early 2000.
“It’s all about the horses,” Jack explained as he talked about having a really
good eye for seeing horse talent. Jack has
had a lot of great horses and for that he
feels blessed. However, he explained, a
cutting horse has to want to do what they
are doing. “They need agility, intellect,
grit and determination,” he said.
“The great ones (horses) tell me they are
great,” Jack went on to say. “Even from an
early age, these horses read a cow.”
Jack says training of a horse starts usually around the end of their yearling year.
He has sent many horses for their early
training to Mandy Quam who starts them
before Jack takes over.
Continued on page 3 
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Gloria Stevenson retires after
46-year career with Southeast College
Many changes seen at college over Stevenson’s 46-year career
DONNA BEUTLER
After more than four and a half decades of working
for the Southeast College, Gloria Stevenson of Whitewood has retired. Effective January 4, 2022, Stevenson
stepped back from her position with the college and, in
a recent interview, says the reality of it hasn’t quite hit
her yet.
Stevenson grew up in Medicine Hat, Alberta and by
the time she was in high school, she was helping her
dad with the publishing work he did by putting type together (yes, one letter at a time) and with proofreading.
In August of 1975, after marrying Brian Stevenson of
Whitewood, she moved to Whitewood and it wasn’t too
long after that that she began to give some thought to
getting a job.
“It was different for me,” Stevenson said, “coming
from the city to a farm and I was ready,” both to get a
job and to get off the farm.
At the time, the president of the college, Al YeaPDQ KDG D GHFLVLRQ WR PDNH³VWDUW WKH FROOHJH RIÀFH
in Whitewood or in Moosomin and by a stroke of luck,
Whitewood was the chosen location and Stevenson was
glad that that was his decision. She was interviewed by
Yeaman and in November of 1975, she started her new
job.
“I really respected Al Yeaman,” Stevenson said of the
former president (now deceased). “He was a fatherlyOLNHÀJXUHDQGLWZDVXQGHUKLVOHDGHUVKLSWKDWWKHFROlege was started that year (1975).”
7KH ÀUVW 6RXWK (DVW 5HJLRQ &ROOHJH RIÀFH LQ :KLWHZRRG   ZDV D WLQ\ RQHURRP RIÀFH RQ WKH PDLQ
ÁRRURI-RH$VKÀHOG·VUG$YHQXHEXLOGLQJ7KHEXLOGLQJDWWKHWLPHDOVRKRXVHG'U-RRPXQ·VRIÀFHDQGWKH
newspaper shop (the Whitewood Herald) in the basement. In the early ‘80s, the college moved to a bigger
VSDFHQH[WWR&DUVRQ·V&DUSHW&HQWUHRQ6RXWK5DLOZD\
7KHQHZVSDFHLQFOXGHGWZRRIÀFHVDVWRUDJHURRPDQG
a washroom.
Several years later the college was on the move again,
this time to the space they still occupy—the northwest
wing of the Whitewood school on 5th Avenue. This
space offered something they had never had before and
that was classroom space, two classrooms to be exact
plus a board room which doubled as another classroom.
7KH RIÀFLDO DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ DUHD ZDV YHU\ VSDFLRXV LQ
FRPSDULVRQWRWKHVPDOOHURIÀFHVRIWKHSDVW
In 2021, the college expanded yet again, this time into
the remaining space once occupied by the elementary
school. No longer was the college utilizing just the north
end of the west wing of the school, it now occupied the
entire west wing which features four additional classrooms. This additional area has allowed the college
to expand its classes and has meant increased staff in
Whitewood as well.
Stevenson feels the future of the college is a strong
one and the location is great. It is close to First Nation
communities and it offers many programs including the
Continuing Care Assistant (CCA) program and Adult
BY

BIG LOU’S

LUMBER
Winter Window Sale

Gloria Stevenson in front of the Southeast
College building in Whitewood.
Basic Education (ABE).
“Students come from all over to attend the CCA program,” Stevenson said, “and that has had a big impact
on a community like Whitewood because those students need accommodation and so businesses such as
UHVWDXUDQWV JDV VWDWLRQV DQG VWRUHV DOO EHQHÀW 3OXVµ
Stevenson added, “it shows you can take your education close to home.”
6WHYHQVRQUHÁHFWHGRQWKHPDQ\FKDQJHVVKHKDVVHHQ
over the years, explaining that in those early years when
the college was just starting up, they got local contact
committees in many communities. These committees
determined program ideas and what teachers or skilled
people would be able to teach the classes.
“The contact committees took the phone calls for registration and even collected the tuition money,” Stevenson said. The classes included macramé, organ playing,
oil painting, microwave cooking and many more. Over
time, as people aged and instructors were harder to get,
the college moved away from doing the programming
as they had and began to do needs assessments which
showed what types of skills were needed.
“Now, credit classes, basic education, safety educa-

NKM Homes

tion and business education, to name a few, are all offered,” says Stevenson.
The college has learning centres that now have hightech equipment, something that has had a huge impact
on the courses they offer. The college also has learning
centres on nearby First Nations such as Cowessess and
Zagime.
“Back in 1975, we didn’t even have computers,” Stevenson said. “I lived on the farm then and we still had
party (telephone) lines in those days. When you see
how we have changed over the years and what we have
now, it’s hard to believe.”
Stevenson went on to say that, with the technology
we have today, students could continue to learn even
during Covid because so much could be done online.
“In the past,” Stevenson recalled, “we (staff) traveled
once a month to Weyburn for staff meetings but most of
that is now done via Zoom.”
3UHVHQWO\ WKH FROOHJH VWDII LQ :KLWHZRRG LQFOXGHV D
student advisor, an ABE instructor and a campus manager that divides her time between the Whitewood and
0RRVRPLQRIÀFHV
Stevenson didn’t only work for the college, she took
several classes as well in order to earn her Diploma of
$VVRFLDWH$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ IURP WKH 8QLYHUVLW\ RI 5HJLna. She proudly graduated in the same ceremony where
her daughter received her Bachelor of Administration.
Stevenson has held several roles with the college over
KHU PDQ\ \HDUV WKHUH LQFOXGLQJ 6HFUHWDU\ 3URJUDP
&OHUN$GPLQLVWUDWLYH$VVLVWDQW 6HQLRU 3URMHFW 2IÀFHU
Supervisor Campus Services, Consultant, Marketing
Manager, Aboriginal Assistant/Aboriginal Education
and Training Co-ordinator and her most recent title,
3URJUDP&RRUGLQDWRU
Stevenson’s strong administrative and organizational
skills were well-utilized throughout her years and she
says there were many highlights in her career including
RQHZKHUHVKHGLGD6HQLRU,QGHSHQGHQFH3URMHFW7KLV
meant working with seniors in eight communities and,
according to Stevenson, it was a delight to work with
WKH  SDUWLFLSDQWV LQ  GLIIHUHQW SURJUDPV LQFOXGLQJ VXFK FODVVHV DV 3UHVFULSWLRQ 'UXJV 7UDYHO WR RWKHU
Countries, Gentle Exercise, Introduction to Computers,
Osteoporosis, Bird Watching and even Line Dancing!
Another area that Stevenson really loved was applying (and getting) funding for such things as a Mining
(VVHQWLDO:RUN5HDGLQHVVSURJUDPIRUWKH,QGLJHQRXV
and for a Cooking and Hospitality Training program.
Stevenson knows retirement will mean she will now
have more time to spend with her family, go camping,
get a small greenhouse put up, read more and cook
more.
“The college has been a wonderful employer all these
years,” Stevenson said, and she feels blessed to have
been able to work for them. She knows she will miss her
colleagues and instructors because they have been her
work family for so long, but now, it’s time to retire and
she says, “I am really going to enjoy it!”

Jacquie Mvula,
M.S. R., Aud

Melanie Tribiger
Ofﬁce Manager
& Hearing Aid
Practitioner
Student

204-826-2292

nkmhomes@hotmail.com • Rapid City, MB
Hearing Aids, Repairs, Batteries, Custom Hearing Protection,
Wax Removal, Hearing Tests in a Sound Booth.

JANUARY 10 TO JANUARY 31, 2022

15%

DISCOUNT
DISCOUNT

MOOSOMIN, SK

ESTEVAN, SK

Moosomin Provincial Court
Building - 709 Carleton Street
BY APPOINTMENT ONLY:

Unit #5 - 418 Kensington Ave.

18 - First Ave. North

306-636-EARS (3277)

YORKTON, SK
306-782-1793

306-435-EARS (3277)

Cabin Style NKM RTM #2008 • 864 sq. ft.

on windows and patio doors
from January 10 to January 31

Licensed Plumbers & Gas Fitters
Heating & Air Conditioning

405 SUMNER ST. • ESTERHAZY, SK
306-745-2600 • 306-745-2332
biglousglass@sasktel.net

171-7th Ave. N. – Virden, MB

www.nkmhomes.ca

204-748-1788
info@pphmb.com
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Sask ‘Farm TV’ YouTubers attract
millions of views just acting naturally
BY NICK PEARCE
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
0LNH0LWFKHOOVKRRWVÀUVWDQGVSHDNVLQWKHWKLUGSHUVRQ
ODWHU
7KH 6DVNDWFKHZDQ IDUPHU·V EUHH]\ RͿWKHFXͿ WKLUG
SHUVRQQDUUDWLRQIURPEHKLQGDSKRQHFDPHUDKDVDWWUDFW
HGPLOOLRQVRIRQOLQHYLHZVIRUKLV<RX7XEHFKDQQHO
´,WDONDERXWWKHSURVDQGFRQVDQGWKDW·VMXVWKRZ0LNH
KDVDOZD\VGRQHYLGHRVµ0LWFKHOOVDLG
&DOOLW)DUP79EXWDVLGHIURPHQWHUWDLQPHQWLWFDQGLV
SHOP\WKVDERXWPRGHUQDJULFXOWXUHKHDGGHG
+LVURXJKO\WRPLQXWHYLGHRVGRFXPHQWLQJGDLO\
OLIHRQD6DVNDWFKHZDQIDUPDUHSDUWRIDJURZLQJWUHQGRI
IDUPHUVUHDFKLQJRXWWRFRQVXPHUVZLWKVOLFHRIOLIHYLGHRV
7KHUHDOLW\79HOHPHQWVRIIDUP<RX7XEHPD\DOVRSRLQW
WR D GHVLUH DPRQJ XUEDQ FRQVXPHUV ZKR·YH JURZQ GH
WDFKHGIURPUXUDOOLIHVW\OHVWRUHFRQQHFWZLWKWKHVRXUFHV
RIWKHLUIRRG
7KDW DSSURDFK KDV GUDZQ YLHZHUV UDQJLQJ IURP RWKHU
IDUPHUV FRPSDULQJ QRWHV WR XUEDQ GZHOOHUV LQWULJXHG E\

DXWKHQWLFIDUPOLIH
:KDWHYHULWLVLW·VSRSXODU0LWFKHOOKDVDFFUXHGURXJKO\
 VXEVFULEHUV RQ <RX7XEH 0LWFKHOO D PRYLH EXͿ
DLPVIRUDUHDOLVWLFEXWHQWHUWDLQLQJUHSUHVHQWDWLRQRIIDUP
OLIHZLWKDOOWKHDWWHQGDQWFKRUHVDQGIUXVWUDWLRQV
+HVHHGVÀ[HVPDFKLQHU\DQGSDWLHQWO\H[SODLQVHYHU\
PLQXWH GHWDLO VR WKDW HYHU\ YLHZHU FDQ XQGHUVWDQG ZKDW
KDSSHQVQH[W
6RPHHQWULHVKDYHJDLQHGPLOOLRQVRIYLHZV0LFKHOOVDLG
WKHPRVWSRSXODUWHQGWRLQFOXGHVKRWVRIIDUPHTXLSPHQW
JHWWLQJVWXFNDQGEUHDNLQJGRZQ
+LVSDJHRQ3DWUHRQDQDSSZKHUHXVHUVVXEVFULEHDQG
SD\PRQWKO\IHHVWRFRQWHQWFUHDWRUVWREHPRUHSHUVRQDOO\
FRQQHFWHGKDVDERXWVXEVFULEHUV
7KLV DUWLFOH ZRQ·W VKDUH ZKHUH KH IDUPV EHFDXVH VRPH
XQLQYLWHGIDQVKDYHHYHQWUDFNHGKLPGRZQ
/DVW VSULQJ WKUHH XQELGGHQ YLHZHUV VKRZHG XS LQ KLV
\DUGORRNLQJIRUDXWRJUDSKVDQGSKRWRV0LWFKHOODVNVWKDW
YLHZHUVDWOHDVWFRQWDFWKLPEHIRUHKDQG
Continued on page 22

Whitewood
Thrift Store

Farmer Mike Mitchell has attracted 162,000
subscribers to his YouTube chronicling farm life.

Daryl Harrison
Member of the Legislative Assembly
Cannington Constituency

Tuesday-Saturday
10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

1-833-670-4400
306-443-4400
CanningtonConstituency@sasktel.net

603 3rd Ave. Whitewood, SK

306-735-2220
JANUARY CLEARANCE

220 Centre Street / P.O. Box 130 / Alida, SK / S0C 0B0

Electric Dryer

Front Load Washer

7.4 cu. ft., Sensor • Dry/Steam
WAS:
$1199.99

8 cu. ft. • 9 Cylces • Steam
WAS:
$1499

$

89900

LIMITED STOCK!

$

104900

ONE
ONLY!

2-Piece
Sectional Chaise
WAS: $2199.99

$
Slip Cover
Accent Chair
WAS: $1199.99

159999

Matching
Ottoman
WAS: $399.99

$
99
69999 249

TWO $
ONLY!

$

69999

24”
Apartment
Size Range
$

99

699

346 King Street • Virden, MB
Find us on Facebook!

LAYAWAY
OPTIONS
ASK YOUR SALES ASSOCIATE

Counter Depth
French Door Fridge
Bottom Mount Freezer
with Ice & Water
WAS:
$2499.99
LIMITED STOCK!

$

1999

99

Coil Top
Range
LIMITED
STOCK!

$

59999

ONE
ONLY!

204-748-3331 • www.kullbergs.ca
FINANCING AVAILABLE BY TEXTING
KULLBERGS TO 75837
FROM YOUR SMART PHONE

25%OFF
Regular Price
Framed Art

25%OFF

Top Load Washer
with Agitator
4.4 cu. ft.
11 Cycles,
2 Speed
Basic Controls

Lamps

Regular Price
Queen
Mattresses
STARTING AT

$

48999

Twin Size
Matresses
LIMITED STOCK

$

29999

Book Shelves
STARTING AT

$

19999

FREE
DELIVERY
within 200km from Brandon, MB
(Manitoba only). Ask about our
Saskatchewan Delivery options!

3-Pack Coffee
& End Table Sets
STARTING AT

$

29900
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Wapella game pays tribute to Blackhawk legends
BY KARA KINNA
The echoes of senior hockey games past
will come alive in the Wapella rink on Saturday, January 15 when the Moosomin
Rangers take to the ice against the Wawota
Flyers for a Big Six League senior hockey
game that pays tribute to the legendary
Wapella Blackhawks.
Wapella’s proud hockey history will be
on display in living action that night when
the Rangers don Blackhawks jerseys for
the game with the names and numbers
of former Wapella Blackhawks players on
them.
Some of the players on the ice—such as
Bud Holloway, Brayden Holloway, Devin
McGonigal, and Levi Horn—will be wearing the jerseys of their relatives who used
to play on the Blackhawks back when the
team was known to be one of the best senior hockey teams in the province, packing the rink in Wapella every time there
was a game.
The team was the home of the famous
+ROORZD\ EURWKHUV³ÀYH EURWKHUV ZKR ZHUH OHJHQGDU\
for their hockey skill on the ice. Former pro hockey player
Bud Holloway, who now plays for the Moosomin Rangers, will be wearing the jersey of his grandfather George
+ROORZD\³RQH RI WKH ÀYH +ROORZD\ EURWKHUV³ZKLOH
player Brayden Holloway will be wearing the jersey of his
grandfather Leeson Holloway, also one of the brothers.
After the game, all of the Blackhawks jerseys from that
night will be auctioned off at a post-game social in the Wapella rink lobby.
,WZLOOEHWKHÀUVWVHQLRUKRFNH\JDPHLQ:DSHOODVLQFH
1994 with the puck dropping at 8 pm that night.
Long-time Rangers executive member Donnie Ferguson, says he remembers when the Blackhawks were the
pride of the senior hockey world.
“In the 1950s they had a whale of a team and Moosomin didn’t have a team then and that’s why the Moosomin
guys went and played with them,” says Ferguson. “They
would go to provincials and win or be right up at the top.
And I remember going to games in Wapella and there
were people sitting up in the rafters.
“I’d be seven or eight years old then and I remembered
you’d go in there and hope that nobody had to go to the
bathroom because there were so many people you couldn’t
get to the waiting room.
“The women from the cafeteria came out and they went
around the ice with a few carts and they sold coffee and
hot dogs and chocolate bars and hot chocolate, and they
served the people from on the ice because the people
couldn’t get into the lobby.
“I’m expecting a whale of a crowd there (for this game
on January 15).”
Wapella’s Bud Holloway, who has joined the Rangers
IRUKLVÀUVWVHDVRQDIWHUKLVSURFDUHHUDORQJZLWKKLVFRXVin Brayden Holloway, says he’s excited for what this game
means for his home town.
“I have a lot of good friends in Moosomin, and with
Brayden, my cousin being there too, it was another great
reason to join the Rangers this year,” he says. “I just
thought if I could get the game in Wapella, it would be
a good thing for the Wapella rink. We haven’t had a lot
of minor hockey teams in the last few years, and the last
senior game was in ‘94 when my dad played. I thought it
would be a special thing to have hockey back there.
“It’s a big hockey town, and everyone remembers the
Blackhawks. Most of the hockey clubs remember them so
I thought it would be a pretty cool thing. Moosomin took
it a step further and got the jerseys for this game, and that
was just awesome.
“I’ve been driving around doing hockey camps and I’ve
talked to people in Carlyle and Esterhazy and everywhere
and they ask ‘when is that game in Wapella?’ It’s not just
isolated to Wapella, I think a lot of people are excited to
see hockey back in the old barn, so it will be pretty fun. It
should be a fairly good turnout.
“I think they all have memories of going and watching
senior games there, or their family member or somebody
played there, or they have relations in Wapella.
“It just seems like everyone has a bit of a memory of a
game from a long time ago and they are excited to go back
and see the game in that rink. It’s a really tight rink so
things happen fairly quick and it will be fairly fast-paced
hockey because it’s a smaller ice surface than Moosomin.
“It’s pretty special for me, getting to wear my grandpa’s
jersey. I know how proud he would be. He’d be telling
SHRSOH VLQFH 2FWREHU ZKHQ WKH JDPH ZDV ÀUVW SODQQHG
he’d be telling everyone every day about it. For me that’s
a pretty cool thing to get to wear his jersey.
“Hockey has always been a part of my family. I watched
my dad play senior all the time and just loved to be at the
rink. You’d always hear the stories—my grandpa would
tell stories. I got to watch a lot of dad’s hockey, I was quite
young but I still remember it. Those were quite special
times for me. Watching that, listening, that just kind of
pushes you, not so much to make the NHL, but just the
love for hockey, wanting to be out there, wanting to play.
When I was a kid, I was at the Wapella rink—if they had
open ice I was there.”
Bud says he hasn’t played a serious hockey game on his
hometown rink since he was a kid.
“The last time I played in that rink was probably when
I was a Pee Wee or a second year Atom. I’ve played rec
games but never a game that was being kept track of.
“It will be pretty special. I have the memories of going to

games, and my dad after warmup would take me around
skating with him between the warmup and the game and
then I’d be able to sit in the crowd with mom or the other kids and watch the hockey game. Its a lot of emotion
for sure, especially wearing grandpa’s jersey and having
hockey back in that rink. It’s a really good thing for the
community as well. Right now with everything going on
and how crazy it is, it’s something to look forward to and
I think everyone kind of needs that right now.
“The Rangers have done a great job as far as having
the alumni game with the former Rangers and the former Blackhawks. The whole organization has been great
for Wapella and trying to promote and do all that stuff to
make this game happen. The alumni game was really fun
to go watch. They’ve done a lot of really great things this
year—we are really lucky.”
“As soon as I heard about this game, I was really excited
and hoping that it would go through,” says Bud’s cousin
Brayden Holloway, who will be skating with his grandfather’s jersey that night. “Everyone kept their word and
did it. It’s kind of nice to see a game being played in Wapella, especially with the Blackhawks in mind playing it.
“I’ll be wearing my grandpa Leeson Holloway’s number. Our son’s middle name is Leeson, so we are carrying
on the tradition of his name.

From left: Devin McGonigal wearing
the jersey of his relative Winston McGonigal, Levi Horn wearing his great grandfather’s jersey, and Bud Holloway wearing his grandfather George Holloway’s
jersey. All of the Rangers will be wearing
the jerseys of former Blackhawks players during the Jan. 15 game.
“My dad played up until ‘93, the year I was born. We all
won a senior championship in the C division—my grandpa, my dad and myself.
“It’s going to be great, I haven’t played in Wapella in a
long time. I’m really looking forward to getting back to the
old ways and carrying on the Holloway name. Hopefully
we can put together a fun game for everyone to watch and
hopefully we can keep doing this every year. It would be
really great, especially for the community. I look forward
to playing every game with my cousin Bud, this one will
just be a little more special with the family name.
“I think it’s just going to help out the community and
keep awareness of all the great hockey players there were
in Wapella. It’s a lot smaller center. My grandpa and Bud’s
grandpa are both passed away now. I think it’s just a good
tribute for them and keeps the name alive.”
Why are people so passionate about hockey in Wapella?
“I actually think it all started with those guys on that list
of jerseys that we are going to be wearing,” says Brayden.
“They gave everyone a fun reason to get out of their house
and do something on the weekend, to go out and watch
some hockey and socialize with people, and something to
cheer for.”

REGIONAL BUSINESS DIRECTORY
• REAL ESTATE •

3:3c

• CONCRETE WORK •

• DENTURIST •
Spreading Smiles
throughout
Manitoba
FULL SERVICE DENTURE CLINIC

DANIEL: 306-698-7100 | WAYNE: 306-698-7754
BOX 411, WOLSELEY, SASK, S0G 5H0

We are experts, but not limited, in laying garage pads,
VKRSÁRRUVGHFRUDWLYHVLGHZDONVSDWLRV ODQGVFDSH
SURMHFWVVWDPSLQJ FRORULQJDYDLODEOH
CALL US TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

• LAW •

Serving the Estevan, Carlyle and Moosomin Areas
Specializing in:

• Residential and
Commercial
Real Estate
306-634-6334

• Business Law
• Oil and Gas
• Wills and Estates
bridgeslaw.ca

Kyle Ryan Denture Clinic
WESTMAN’S PREMIER DENTURE CLINIC
Celebrating 15 years in Brandon

204-728-4435

Unit D – 541 8th Street, Brandon, MB | www.brandondentures.com

Kyle Ryan
LD, DD Denturist

• CUSTOM PRINTING •
Call today for a quote on
your commercial print items!
POSTERS • TICKETS
BUSINESS CARDS & SO MUCH MORE!

306-435-2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net
www.world-spectator.com
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Winter Wonderland day coming up at Moosomin Regional Park
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
This year, the Moosomin and District
Regional Park Board has decided to host

a Winter Wonderland all-day event, on
Saturday January 22.
The chair of the Moosomin Regional
Park committee Karen Hebert, says she

and Cathy Doane came up with the idea
while planning for Regional Park events
for the new year.
“Cathy Doane came up with the idea,
her and I were working together on different things to do at the park all year
around, and we put our heads together
and came up with this one,” says Hebert.
Because there were no activities happening at the Regional Park during the
winter season, Hebert thought an event
should take place.
“Well because we don’t do any events
during winter at the park, we just have
our August long weekend in the summer and do different things during the
summer time, but we’ve never held an
event during the winter time.”
“We thought that last year with Covid,
the park was very busy which was wonderful and it’s just another attraction to
the park for people to come and enjoy it,

in all the seasons,” Herbert says.
During the Winter Wonderland event,
individuals will be able to participate in
horse-drawn sleigh rides, to grab some
VPRUHV DURXQG WKH ÀUH KDYH VRPH KRW
chocolate and have a chance to go skating on Moosomin’s Lake.
“The winter time is such a great
time to have a sleigh ride, that’s why
we thought the activity would be best.
We’re going to try to get some of the ice
cleaned off of the lake, weather permitting, and let people get out there skating, and just enjoy the outdoors.”
The Park Board and volunteers will be
helping out at the event.
Hebert says she hopes this event let’s
the community know that Moosomin’s
Regional Park, is a place for people to
go to all year around.
“It’s just not a place to go in the summer time, there’s lots to do at the park in
the winter time too.”

The go-to guys for all your

technical needs

Q Custom Cloud Storage and off site

Q Custom Wi-Fi Connections between

data backups

buildings, yard sites and businesses
Q Custom Security Camera Systems
Q Calving Camera Systems
Q Network monitoring and support for
businesses

Alyssa Jones submitted this photo of skating on Moosomin’s Lake
in last year’s Winter Fun Photography. The Moosomin Regional Park is
planning to clear off part of the lake for skating at their Winter Wonderland event on Jan. 22.

Q Full Managed IT Support for

businesses any size

Q Computer Repair both in-shop

and remote support

Q Small device repair: Phones,

Tablets, Laptops

(204) 851-6800

9:4c

320 King Street East | Virden, MB
Visit us online at https://3ctech.ca

2007 1800 Goldwing

FOR SALE

DOORS OPEN AT 7 PM • RACES START AT 8 PM
ROCANVILLE NUTRIEN HALL

TICKETS

PRESALE $15 • DOOR $20
Tickets available from pool board members
Rocanville Rec OfÀce • Rocanville Remedial Massage

306-434-7643

Ever dream of going to ¨e races? We are going to bring ¨e races to you!
Get dressed up, place some bets, have some fun and support ¨e
Rocanville Aquatic Centre’s new pool!
!J

Proof of vaccination / Negative test to attend • All Covid protocols will be followed
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Christmas Giveaway 2021

Shop

LOCAL
and

January 2022

WIN!

Congratulations to all of our winners!
Congratulations
to our Grand Prize
Winner of $15,000
to spend locally at participating businesses:

Doris Barta

Jeannette Wolensky

David Woods

Kelsey Bloomquist

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Prize: $400 Gift Certiﬁcate

Prize: 201 Piece Tool Set

Prize: Gift Basket including a
$100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: BALFOUR DRUGS

Meagan Ireland
Prize: $50 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: BERRY GOOD FARMS

Prize: Gift Basket
with $50 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: ERIN'S IDA

Prize: Basket of Treats
with Gift Card

Candace Cameron
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: BEST CELLARS

FROM: ESTERHAZY FLOWER BIN

Justin Scott

Lois Cowan

FROM: BORDERLAND CO-OP

Donna George

Prize: Gold Clean &
Winter Ready Inspection
FROM: ESTERHAZY FORD

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Dave Skiba

Carol Adair

Prize: Commercial Bosu
Ball Package

FROM: BOSTON PIZZA

Prize: Vehicle Health
Check Package
FROM: BRADLEY'S GM

FROM: FLAMAN MOOSOMIN

Pat Siemens
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Hanzel Laus

FROM: FLOWER ATTIC & GIFTS

Prize: Milwaukee 2855-20
Impact Wrench

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: BUMPER TO BUMPER

CJ Fafard
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: CELEBRATION FORD

Terri Duchek
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: CHICKEN CHEF ESTERHAZY

Barb Lundgren
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: CHICKEN CHEF
LANGENBURG

Zelda Myburgh
Jennalee Beutler is the grand prize winner in the Christmas Giveaway! She has won $15,000 to
spend locally, at participating businesses!

Eunice Martin

Earnie Tarr

Prize: $150 Gift Certiﬁcate

JENNALEE BEUTLER

FROM: TODAY’S ENTERPRISES

Prize: Dinner for Two

FROM: CORK & BONE BISTRO

George Desjarlais

Dave Balfour
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: MOOSE MOUNTAIN LEISURE

Ken Barlow
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: MULLETT'S HOME HARDWARE

Marg King
Prize: Gift Basket

Janice Mozeski
Prize: Google Home

FROM: THE WIRELESS AGE

Laura Dietrich
Prize: Five-Year Subscription
FROM: THE WORLD-SPECTATOR

Joe Galinec
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: THREE SISTERS FOODS
(KIPLING SHOP EASY)

FROM: PHARMASAVE ESTERHAZY

Karlee Andres

Beth Plewes

Prize: Arctic Cat Jacket

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: PHARMASAVE
MOOSOMIN

Margaret Fuchs
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: UNIVERSE SATELLITE SALES

Ken Austin
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: VIRDEN FORD

Jerry Lewis

FROM: FOUILLARD CARPETS

Janet Thiessen

FROM: VIRDEN MAINLINE MOTORS

Calvin Wiebe

Prize: Everyday Style
Cordoba Clock

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: FOUILLARD DISCOUNT

Tracy Shire
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: GLASSER'S TV

Melissa Robinson
Prize: Pixie Mood Bag
FROM: KARI'S KLOSET

Frank Kurbis
Prize: Elle Earrings

FROM: KASSIE'S JEWELRY

Theodore M Stewart
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Murray Stephen

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: DENRAY TIRE

FROM: MK ESTHETICS SPA

FROM: THE UPTOWN LIQUOR STORE

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Tracy Tough

FROM: KULLBERG'S FURNITURE

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Megan Caplette
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: SAMANTHA'S
BOUTIQUE

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: DECKER'S H20
& SPIRITS TO GO

FROM: MAZERGROUP

Kathy Doane
FROM: LEE'S CARPET
WAREHOUSE

FROM: SANDRA JOHNSON

Victoria Peigan
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

Astrid Namqui

FROM: WEST WIND
FLORIST & GREENHOUSE

Prize: Family Game Night
Gift Basket

Nichelle Swanston

Sheila Dobson

FROM: YOUR DOLLAR STORE
WITH MORE - MOOSOMIN

FROM: SAPARA'S DRUG MART

Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: SEW CREATIVE

Mona Oberndorfer
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: SILVER LOTUS BOUTIQUE

Andrea Kozak
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: THE RED APPLE &
THE BARGAIN SHOP STORES

Megan Davidson
Prize: $100 Gift Certiﬁcate
FROM: THE RED BARN

Prize: $50 Gift Certiﬁcate

Sharon Derkatch
Prize: $50 Gift Certiﬁcate

FROM: YOUR DOLLAR STORE
WITH MORE - ESTERHAZY
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A site has been selected for a new nursing home for Grenfell. The community has been without a nursing home since the former facility closed
in 2016.

Site selected for new Grenfell nursing home
BY KEVIN WEEDMARK
The Government of Saskatchewan and Saskatchewan
+HDOWK$XWKRULW\ 6+$ KDYHÀQDOL]HGWKHORFDWLRQRID
new publicly-funded, publicly-operated long-term care
facility for residents of Grenfell and area.
The 33-bed home will be built on a vacant parcel of
land located on the northeast corner of Grenfell.
The property is owned by the Town of Grenfell.
The SHA will operate the new facility.
Saskatoon-based Strategic Prairie Region Alliance has
been engaged to design the new facility, with Colliers
Canada’s Regina-based team providing project management services, following a Request for Proposals process
earlier this year.
“We’re happy to be moving ahead with this project,
which will provide a safe, healthy and home-like environment for residents and staff,” Mental Health and Addictions, Seniors and Rural and Remote Health Minister
Everett Hindley said.
“Not only will the new home be a wonderful place to
live and work, it will allow seniors to remain in Grenfell

and be closer to their loved ones.”
The Provincial Budget, released on April 6, included
$3.6 million in funding to advance design and engineering work for the new facility.
“This site selection is a key milestone for the new facility in Grenfell,” SaskBuilds and Procurement Minister
Jim Reiter said.
“This project is an important part of our government’s
commitment to build a stronger, healthier Saskatchewan
through investments in health infrastructure.”
“The community of Grenfell has been looking forward
to this announcement,” Moosomin MLA Steven Bonk
said.
“This investment will improve long-term care services
for the people of Grenfell and will be a great addition to
the community.”
“The Saskatchewan Health Authority is excited that
the site has been selected so we can move forward with
the new care home,” Primary Health Care Executive Director Jacqui Kennett Peppler said.
“The publicly owned and operated Grenfell Care

Home will provide 33 residents the comforts of home
with the high quality care needed in a supportive environment.”
Residents of the old Grenfell Pioneer Home, which
closed in 2018, were relocated to nearby facilities. They
ZLOO EH RIIHUHG WKH ÀUVW RSSRUWXQLW\ WR PRYH LQWR WKH
new home.
Funding for the new Grenfell facility was approved as
part of stimulus funding announced in May 2020.
“They’ve selected the site, they’ve purchased the land
and the initial geo-technical work has been done. So
now the next stage will be to get shovels in the ground,”
says Moosomin MLA Steven Bonk, whose constituency
includes the Grenfell area.
“It’s been a while that they’ve been without a nursing
home at Grenfell—it closed in 2016, so people are happy
to see some progress being made.
Continued on page 19

GET YOUR GRILL ON!

Pit Boss, Louisiana & Traeger Smokers,
Pellets & Accessories

FURNITURE & ELECTRONICS
27 Railway Ave. | Redvers, SK | 306-452-6309

January 2022

15

Plain and Valley

Moosomin local
celebrates
being 102 years
young
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
Full of joy and enthusiasm, it’s no surprise why Frances McCarthy has reached her milestone birthday of 102
years. On Dec. 29, McCarthy celebrated her birthday with
family at her home in Moosomin.
McCarthy has her own house and has been living independently since her husband, John McCarthy, passed
away in 2008.
Her son, Brian McCarthy, lives in a house next to her
with his family, on their family farm.
When asked if she felt her age, McCarthy said not at all.
“I’m lucky to be as well as I am. I’m not sick, my body
is just tired.”
Living for more than a century, McCarthy says she had
to evolve with the times.
“I’ve seen a lot of changes in my day. I’ve lived before
radio was even talked about. Now they have T.V., and
there are iPads and there are telephones, just everything,”
she says.
“I’ve always lived on a farm and I’ve seen the changes
in the farm. Back in the days when they used horses for
everything, tractors weren’t even heard of, hardly. A lot
has changed.”
Growing up and living on a farm her whole life, McCarthy says she feels at home living there.
“One time I looked into town to see if I should get a
suite, but I’m a farm girl. I’ve always lived on a farm,”
she says.
“I feel as if I lived in town and looked out my window
I wouldn’t see anything, but here I can look out and see
what’s going on. We just got 17 brand new calves here, it’s
calving season and we’ll have over 200 by the time we’re
ÀQLVKHGµ
McCarthy says she doesn’t mind being alone and enjoys living by herself.
“I’ve always been interested in the farm, I’m interested
in the farm work. I’m not one to need to get out and have
company all the time. I’m not that person who needs to be
talking all the time, some people are like that, but I could
just live here and do my work.”
Born in 1919, McCarthy has experienced the drastic
changes and development of what farming was like in the
early 1920s, to what it has become now in the 21st century.
“My dad was a farmer too, I remember one year he
thought he had a really great crop for 25 bushels to the
acre, now they’re looking for 75,” she says.
Continued on Page 20 

On December 29th, Frances McCarthy celebrated her 102 birthday with her family in her home,
where she lives independently on her family farm, next to her son’s house, Brian McCarthy. The
independent woman keeps herself active through cleaning, cooking, playing piano and watching
from afar, the work that is being done on the farm.

Sherbrooke St.
Wolseley, SK
306-698-2026 or
306-698-2652
a place to find gifts...

Open:
Tuesday - Friday
10 am-3 pm
or by appointment

Showcasing the work of local artists,
crafters, designers & authors

Furniture & Electronics
27 RAILWAY AVE. REDVERS, SK
Enterprises

www.mcmillanmotorproducts.net
HWY #48 | KIPLING SK | 306-736-2518

Ltd.

306.452.6309

Tim Dew

Austin Vargo

timdew.mmp@gmail.com
Cell: 306.736.8624

vargoaustin40@gmail.com
Cell: 306.605.9240
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Rocanville Folsom site subject of archeology presentation
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
There will be an upcoming virtual presentation on the archeological site found
in the Qu’Appelle Valley near Rocanville.
The presentation will be held on Tuesday, January 18 at 7:30 pm, and people can
sign up for the Zoom session by emailing
reginaarcsoc@gmail.com
The Regina Archaeological Society is in
partnership with All Points Archaeological Society, to provide a series of virtual
presentations on archeological discoveries
in Saskatchewan.
7KH )ROVRP VLWH ZDV ÀUVW GLVFRYHUHG
by Jake and Brenda Sarazin and their son
James of Rocanville in 2000. Upon discovery, Jake and Brenda began collecting
the artifacts found there and contacted
the Saskatchewan Heritage Conservation
%UDQFKDERXWWKHLUÀQGV
For the virtual presentation January
18, James Sarazin and Tom Richards, one
of the two archeologists who have been
studying the collection, will be presenting.
Sarazin will talk about how he found
the site with his late wife Brenda, how

they collected the artifacts, what they researched and how they curated the collection.
Their collection of artifacts became
known as the Sarazin Collection. At the
WLPH RI WKH ÀQGLQJ WKH FROOHFWLRQ ZDV
donated to the Rocanville Museum who
in turned have loaned it to the Royal Saskatchewan Museum for study.
The other guest speaker at the presentation will be Tom Richards.
Richards will discuss the results of his
analysis of the Sarazin Collection and “interpret what Folsom people were doing at
the site 12,000 years ago.”
The World-Spectator spoke with Richards in an earlier interview, about two artifacts that were found at the site.
One artifact was a distinctive spearhead
that was used to hunt the extinct bison,
Bison antiquus. The other was a Folsom Ultrathin Biface, a type of knife made of heat
treated material that was very thin and
took a lot of skill to create.
At the upcoming meeting, Richards will
WDONDERXWKLVDQDO\VLVRIWKHÀQGLQJVDQG
its connection to the Folsom period, which
was between 11,500 and 12,750 years ago.

Jake (left) and Brenda (right) Sarazin searching for freshly exposed
artifacts at the Rocanville Folsom site, in the Qu’Appelle Valley near
Rocanville. Items were found from the Folsom period, around 12,000
years ago.

Yorkton Auction Centre
Planning on selling
some Equipment or
having a Farm Auction?
Need an appraisal on assets?
Give our Sales Manager a call today!
Trenth Guenther: 306-621-4739

www.yacauctions.com

10:tfc

LAND & ACREAGE SALE
BY TIMED ONLINE
FOR DIANE SCHIESTEL

Tuesday, March 1, 2022
• 1/4 section of land w/immaculate yard site
SE 4-5-4, RM of Browning No. 34
• Yard site includes approx 1580 sq ft bungalow,
detached single car garage.
• Large heated shop w/car wash,
upper entertainment suite (man cave)
• Numerous other heated and non heated
out buildings

Hazelciff Acres
Valley Edge Acrg
1214 Autumn Ct
1117 Maplewd Ct
116 Second Ave.
308 Sumner St.
117 5th Ave.
Excel Acreage.
201 Margaret Ct.
320 Angus PL.
211 Smith Dorrien
604 ST Mary St
403 Persson St.
Scissor Creek Acrg
55 1st Ave.
728 Stanley St.
210 Assiniboia St.
204 King St.
26 Nicholas St.
LOT 29 Pelican Sh
14 Sherry Anne St.
10 on 8 Acrg.

RM No 152
RM No 183
Rocanville, SK
Rocanville, SK
Bangor, SK
Esterhazy, SK
Melville, SK
RM No 183.
Esterhazy, SK
Stockholm, SK
Esterhazy, SK
Esterhazy
Stockholm, SK
RM Rocanville
Round Lake, SK
Esterhazy SK
Welwynn SK
Spy Hill, SK
Dubuc, SK
Round Lake, SK
Round Lake, SK
Rm of Moosomin

37.2 acres
1.37 acres

4
3
15,000 sq. ft. 6
3
2
6
20 acres
4
3
4
3
Vacant Lot
5
9 acres
4
7
4
3
3
2
Vacant Lot
4
4

• Land includes yard site approx 40 acres of hay,
approx 110 acres cultivated land

Follow us on Facebook
For more info go to taylor.canbid.com
or call us at 204-522-6396
SK License #909917 | MB License #1300

Reach 28,000 households
in Southeast Saskatchewan
and Southwest Manitoba
www.plainandvalley.com

Amy K. Hudacek Realtor®
Specializing in Residential, Farm & Acreage
Real Estate in Southeastern Saskatchewan

306-740-6100

IG: amyk.inrealestate • Email: amykhudy@icloud.com
www.livingskiesrealty.com

2
2
4
2
1
2
1
2
3
2

2697 sq. ft.
1216 sq. ft.
1808 sq. ft.
1030 sq. ft.
846 sq. ft.
1475 sq. ft.
1104 sq ft
1350 sq ft.
1672 sq. ft.
930 sq. ft..

3
2
3
3
2
2
1

1815 sq ft
2070 sq. ft.
3211 sq. ft.
1549 sq. ft.
1300 sq ft.
1312 sq. ft.
908 sq. ft.

4
2

1728 sq ft
1745 sq ft.

$85,000
$290,000
$215,000
$450,000
$75,000
$170,000
$207,500
$240,000
$189,000
$349,000
$149,999
$18,5000
$328,000
$650,000
$685,000
$365000.
$245,000.
$110,000
$65,000
$20,000
$524,999
$420,000

SK878412
SK878349
SK878185
SK877346
SK877345
SK875081
SK874439
SK870563
SK868569
SK867239
SK865873
Sk865309
SK863938
SK862606
SK861446
SK859616
SK858689
SK856073
SK851807
SK851492
SK848849
SK848828
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USask signs MOU for Agtech Accelerator
BY SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER
In a sign of the university contributing to the
province’s agricultural industry, the University of
Saskatchewan (USask) recently announced signing
a memorandum of understanding with the Agtech
Accelerator.
USask’s associate director of research excellence and innovation Alix
Hayden, talks about how
the Agtech Accelerator will
EHQHÀWWKHXQLYHUVLW\·VUROH
in the innovation ecosystem, and how the program
will include its students in
WKLVÀHOGRIZRUN
“We know that in Saskatchewan we have over 40
per cent of Canada’s aruble
farmland and that there’s
more than 30 million acres
used for crop production
each year. Right now we
know the environment is
right for this innovation
ecosytem development,”
Hayden says.
“We have a government
that’s supportive of agriculture and agriculture
innovation, we have a
unique research cluster at
the University of Saskatchewan and so, as this project
started to evolve we noticed that there were many
key players supporting it
in the province. It was apparent that this is the right
time and place to start with
the Agtech Accelerator.”
Hayden says the partnership between the organization and the university will
focus on exposing students
to opportunities in agriculture.
“USask looks forward
to providing opportunities
for the Agtech Accelerator company that will be
working there, to connect
with our innovators and
our campus resources. The
partnerships is designed to
also offer opportunities for

our students to be exposed
to an aspect of that growing innovation ecosystem,
that will provide new ways
for them to think about
their future careers.”
“The accelerator is a program where companies
will come to learn how
to accelerate the success
of their ventures,” says
Hayden.
“The programs run for
four months and some
over the summer. While
that is happening, there are
a lot of opportunities for
mentors and networks to
be built. People that come
to Saskatchewan and investors that will come to
Saskatchewan, is all a part
of the program. The Agtech
Accelerator organization is
really dedicated to offering opportunities for students.”
“For them to come in
and participate in events,
to come in and learn more
about what different companies programs do, so that
students have the chance to
meet founders, meet entrepreneurs, meet investors
and to see people developing new companies in
a technical space like that.
We hope they really get
inspired about what the
future career opportunities
that they have, might look
like either working in a
start-up, working in a technical company or maybe
founding a company themselves,” she says.
Along with the Agtech
Accelerator organization
and USask professors and
students, different agricultural companies from
across the world will also
be involved in the program.
“This new Agtech Accelerator program that
they’re offering is different then existing incubator
programs because there’s
an investment fund that
every single company that

applies to be a part of this
program, when they come
in they will get $100,000
of investment right away.
That’s why it’s called an
Accelerator, it accelerates
the company development.”
“It’s a program where
they go to a place to learn,
students will have to apply their knowledge to the
work. There’s companies
from Canada as well as
the UK, they will do some
things virtually on Zoom,
or they will come to Regina
and Saskatoon for some
parts of the program and
the goal at the end is for
them to learn how to make
their companies successful
so that they can seek more
investment.”
The main focus for the
partnership between USask and Agtech Accelerator
is to have Saskatchewan as
a world centre for agriculture, says Hayden.
Continued on page 19 

The Phenotype Acquisition and Measurement Machine (PAMM), a
robotic imaging platform developed for field crop phenotyping, collects
data on wheat, lentils and canola phenotypes.
Photo by Tyrone Keep, USask

Valleyview
Proudly serving Virden, Melita, Kenton, Pierson,
Oak Lake, Oak River, Reston and surrounding areas!
Find out how you can access thousands of dollars in prizes through our new referral
program. Help grow our membership while growing your equity. Call 204-748-2843.
Details at ValleyviewCo-op.crs

ELECTRICIAN
PROGRAM
Moosomin Campus
Starts September 2022

Valleyview
LOCAL EXPERTISE. INNOVATIVE SOLUTIONS.
Seed treatments are an effective way of ensuring your crop gets off to a good start,
especially with farm-saved cereal seed that may be vulnerable to seed-and soil borne
diseases like fusarium headblight. Give us a call, we can help you determine the right seed
treatment products for your farm and rotation.

Deven Bailey

Tyler Clarke

Crop Supplies Manager
D.Bailey@valleyview.coop
204-761-1901

Agronomist
T.Clarke@valleyview.coop
204-851-2756
®

For more information or to register
visit www.southeastcollege.org
or call 1-866-999-7372

IT’S HERE.

Registered trademark of TMC Distributing Ltd., Saskatoon S7K 3M9

coopag.ca
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In Moosomin:

BMX Pump Track at Bradley Park
SIERRA D’SOUZA BUTTS
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER
By fall of 2022, the community of Moosomin may have a fully constructed BMX
Pump Track at Bradley Park, a safe space
for people to ride their BMX bikes in.
Mike Schwean, Moosomin Rec Director, says the idea of building a pump track
came from seeing children in town building tracks and ramps of their own. However because the self-made bike ramps
were not safe, the town had to continuously take them down.
“It was something that came to us from
the community because kids were making their own ramps, and it wasn’t safe.
They were doing it around the pool and it
was just some stuff that was boards over
a rock or boards over some wood,” says

Schwean.
“We agreed that there was a need in
town for that. This bike path is more formal and a safer way for them to do that
type of thing.”
Another reason why the Recreation Department decided to install a BMX track
was because there’s no dedicated place in
town for individual’s to ride their bikes.
“It’s quite popular up north, there’s
a lot of tracks up there but I don’t think
there’s one around in this area. I’m sure
people will come from out of town to let
their kids give it a try, it’s great for the
community as well,” he says.
“It’s not just for kids, everyone will be
able to go out there with their bike and do
the different levels of ramps.
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An example of a BMX Pump Track. Moosomin is planning to build a
BMX Pump Track at Bradley Park so that kids have a safe and fun place
to ride their BMX bikes.
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CUSTOM DESIGN
& PRINTING

2022 COUPON BOOK

11

Coupons for

Experience that matters!
For over 137 years The World-Spectator
has been your local printer.

What can we print
for you today?
iLogo Design

iForms

iBusiness Cards

iBooklets

iEnvelopes

iPrograms

iLetterheads

iPosters

Sign Design & Printing
iCoroplast Signs iVinyl Banners
iMetal Signs

iWindow Clings

Call today for a custom quote!

306.435.2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net

50% OFF

ADVERTISE

& SAVE!

Purchase an Advertising Coupon Book
for 2022 and receive 11 coupons for

50% OFF

an ad of any size once a month in
The World-Spectator from January - November!

SAVE UP TO $4,700!
Sunnette
Kamffer
ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVE

Call Sunnette or Kara at

306-435-2445
world_spectator@sasktel.net

Kara
Kinna
ASSOCIATE
PUBLISHER

January 2022

19

Plain and Valley

Site selected for new Grenfell nursing home
Continued from page 14

Design phase

Long road

Bonk says it has been a long road to get to this point.
“First thing, we have to thank the people of Grenfell
for their patience because they’ve been advocating for
a new nursing home for a long time, and they’ve been
constantly told it’s one of the top priorities of government to replace their nursing home.
´:KHQWKHQXUVLQJKRPHÀQDOO\JRWWRWKHSRLQWZKHUH
it couldn’t be repaired anymore, unfortunately we had
to close it and move some of the residents to other facilities.
“At that point the process became one of advocacy—
part of my job is to advocate for the community to make
it top of mind for the Ministry of Health.
“At that point they started considering proposals, getting engineering reports and making the site selection.
:KHQDOORIWKRVHSLHFHVRIWKHSX]]OHÀWWRJHWKHUWKDW·V
when we were able to make this announcement about
where the site will be and hopefully a completion of a
33-bed, publicly owned, publicly funded nursing home
in Grenfell.”

The project will soon be moving from the design phase
to the construction phase, says Bonk.
“From what I understand, the design has been chosen
and they’re working now with contractors to start this
project,” he said.
“They’re hoping to have it completed in 2023.”

Lots of work behind the scenes

Bonk says there is a lot of work that goes on behind the
scenes for a project like this.
“There’s a lot of moving parts when you’re dealing
with a project of this scale and with so much complexity,” he said.
“Everyone’s involved, from the Ministry of Government Relations, to the Ministry of Health, to engineering, to Sask Builds for procurement. There’s a lot of moving parts that have to be co-ordinated and it’s a lot more
than people realize—me included.”

Lots of people
worked on project

Bonk said he worked to secure the new facility for

In Moosomin:

BMX Pump Track at Bradley Park
Continued from page 18
Schwean says everyone from Moosomin and surrounding communities can access the BMX Pump Track free of
charge.
“Our vision is that there is no cost, it will be open to the
public so that they can use it. It will be at Bradley Park
on the southwest corner. People can just come whenever,
there might be some events that people plan to have there,
but it will always be open.”
IJACK has signed on as the main sponsor and purchased
the naming rights, so the track will be known as the IJACK
Pump Track.
He says the designing and building of the track will be
done by BMX U.S.A.
“We’re working with BMX U.S.A—New Track Development. They have done some design work for us. His name
is Justin, he will aligning us with an engineer, a designer

and a builder.”
The location of the BMX Pump Track will be behind the
baseball diamonds, around the southwest corner of Bradley Park.
“We try to be the leading edge among communities, and
this track is another outlet for the kids at Bradley Park,”
Schwean says.
“Bradley Park is getting pretty full as far as facilities, but
this project is another opportunity for that facility. We can
sneak it into the corner of the park.”
The installation of the project will also include a fence
that separates the bike track from Highway 8.
“I’m just excited for the kids to have a place to bike and
do it safely.”
Schwean says the building of the project should start
around spring of next year and will be set in stone for bicyclists to ride by fall 2022.

Grenfell, and so did many others.
´,W·V GHÀQLWHO\ P\ MRE DV D 0/$ WR DGYRFDWH IRU WKH
community but I would like to say a huge thank you
to Mayor Rod Wolfe and to Tyler Tomlinson in Grenfell
because without their just quiet, persistent efforts this
project might not have been realized,” Bonk said.
“They’re a perfect example of what you can accomplish when no one cares who gets the credit.”

Good reaction from community

Bonk said there has been a lot of reaction from the
community.
“It’s been a long, long time coming for them,” he said.
“I couldn’t be happier for the people of Grenfell because, like I say, they’ve shown so much patience and
just their willingness to work with the government to
make sure that this does happen.
“I’ve been hearing nothing but positive reports since
we’ve announced where it will be and when the completion date will be. It’s a good project.”

UPCOMING
AUCTIONS
To register visit www.wrightauction.ca
& click the BID ONLINE tab
Valid credit card required for new registry

Online-timed Coin & Currency Dispersal
for Estate of Willard Tweed
Bidding starts: Fri. Jan. 28 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Feb. 6 @ 6pm - soft close
Featuring: RCM sets; pennies; silver coins; variety of Cdn. currency
incl. $100 bills; collector sets; key date coins; & more
More info & sample pictures to come @ mid January

Online-timed Gun & Sportsman’s Auction
Bidding starts: Fri. Feb. 4 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Feb. 13 @ 6pm - soft close
Featuring: un-restricted rifles; .22 cal. guns; ammunition;
collector knives. Consignments are welcome of hunting/sporting
equipment; guns, bow & arrow, fishing, camping, ammo etc. To consign contact Warren 204-534-7997
More info & sample pictures to come @ mid January

Online-timed Tool & Household Auction for Est. of
Ron Beddome & Consignors
Bidding starts: Fri. Feb. 11 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Feb. 20 @ 6pm - soft close
Featuring: Snap-on tool chests; hand tools; ladders; power tools;
household furniture & more
More info & sample pictures to come @ mid January

USask signs MOU for
Agtech Accelerator
 Continued from Page 17
“The goal of this Acceleration program is to make Saskatchewan a global location for agriculture technology, to
become recognized that this is the place for agriculture.”
”If investors want to come and put money towards
Agtech and if companies want to grow and have access
to experts in agriculture, that this is the place to be,” says
Hayden.
“In that partnership, we have formally agreed that the
university will contribute some funding to run the program and bring companies here for that program. That
ZH ZLOO KHOS WKRVH FRPSDQLHV LQ WKH SURJUDP ÀQG WKH
researchers that they may need to work with at the uniYHUVLW\RUÀQGUHVHDUFKIDFLOLWLHVWKDWWKH\PD\QHHGWR
work with that only the university has. There are some
resources that we have at the university, that some comSDQLHVDQGHQWUHSUHQHXUVFDQ·WÀQGDQ\ZKHUHHOVHµ
“Also the piece about providing access for our students to be exposed to this and to learn about entrepreneurship in an agricultural space, because we’re a big
agricultural university and a big agricultural province.”
+D\GHQ HPSKDVL]HV KRZ LPSRUWDQW DQG LQÁXHQWLDO
this program will be for students who have an interest in
a future in agriculture.
“Young people and our students, may not always
think about a start up company, and Agtech could be usLQJGURQHVWRÁ\RYHUDÀHOGLWFRXOGLPDJHWKLQJVDQG
decide where you should put fertilizer. That’s an examSOHRUXVLQJURERWVWKDWJRRYHU\RXUÀHOGDQGDQDO\]H
your soil or do tilling for you. So allowing students to
see that stuff, there could be an engineering or a computer science student who never really thought that their

Reach 28,000
households
in Southeast
Saskatchewan
and Southwest
Manitoba
www.plainandvalley.com

discipline that they are learning, can be applied to agriculture. That’s the agreement between the Agtech Accelerator and us, we’ll help them provide some funding
and access to infrastructure and they’ll help us expose
our researchers and students to all of these new and exciting technologies.”
6KHVD\VWKHSURJUDPZLOOEHQHÀW6DVNDWFKHZDQ·VHFRnomic development and its overall agriculture industry.
´,WKLQNWKHHFRQRP\ZLOOGHÀQLWHO\EHQHÀWIURPWKLV
program. When you can draw global attention for this
type of work we end up attracting investment into the
province. There’s venture capital investors that look at
Saskatchewan and say ‘wow what is happening there,
we didn’t know what was happening there, we need to
be there and look at how we can become involved,’ and
that turns into investment. Investment into companies,
LQYHVWPHQWLQSURJUDPVWKLQJVOLNHWKDW7KDW·VGHÀQLWHO\DEHQHÀWIRUWKHSURYLQFHLWVHOIµ+D\GHQVD\V
“For producers, hopefully it helps them worldwide if
it has a global impact. It was pointed out recently at an
event that any technology that reduces costs for producers is best for producers. The way you reduce cost is by
reducing inputs, reducing chemicals required and all of
WKRVHWKLQJVKDYHQHWEHQHÀWVIRUWKHHQYLURQPHQWµVD\V
Hayden.
“Anything that we can do to help producers work
PRUHHIÀFLHQWO\WRVDYHWKHLUPRQH\UHVXOWVDOVRLQOHVV
IHUWLOL]HU XVH RU OHVV FKHPLFDO XVH  RU PRUH HIÀFLHQF\
OLNH\RXFDQEHPRUHHIÀFLHQWLI\RXJURZPRUHIRRGLQ
smaller areas. These are all things that are positive for
producers and they’re positive for food security, for
farming in general and better for the environment.”

Online-timed Farm Toy & Antique Toy Auction For
Jake Rempel & Consignors
Bidding starts: Fri. Feb 25 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Mar. 6 @ 6pm - soft close
Featuring: Trains, mini buildings & track from Boissevain Train Museum; 1/16, 1/32 scale farm toys, NASCAR, Lincoln, Buddy L, Marx toys,
die cast cars, & more - Approx. 500 lots
More info & sample pictures to come at @ end of January

Online-timed Antique & Collectible Auction for Est
of Ron Beddome & Consignors
Bidding starts: Fri. Mar. 18 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Mar. 27 @ 6pm - soft close
Featuring: Farm related antiques - drill ends, cast iron well pumps,
insulators, tools, nice selection of carnival glass, mid-century glassware, vintage toys, repro advertising items, furniture incl. 1/4 oak
dining room table & chairs; & more
More info & sample pictures to come at @ early February

Online-timed Household & Collectible Auction for
Mr. Bev Lockhart & Estate of Mary Lou Barnes
Bidding starts: Fri. Apr. 1 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Apr. 10 @ 6pm - soft close
More details to follow.

Online-timed Collection Reduction Auction
for Bob & Brenda Nixon
Bidding starts: Fri. Apr. 15 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. Apr. 24 @ 6pm - soft close
More details to come closer to sale date

Online-timed Yard Equip. & Tool Auction
for Myrna Wicklund
Bidding Starts: Fri. May 6 @ 9am
Bidding Ends: Sun May 15 @ 1pm - soft close
Featuring: Snap-on Tool chests & tools; lg. selection of shop tools, JD
R tractor; Motorhome; Household items; various yard equip. & more
More details to come at later date

Online-timed Household & Tool Auction for
Al & Lynn Pearen & Consignors
Bidding starts: Fri. May 27 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. June 5 @ 6pm - soft close
More details to come closer to sale date.

Online-timed Farm Retirement Auction for JK
Bolton Farms Ltd - Keith & Joan Bolton
Bidding starts: Fri. June 10 @ 9am
Bidding ends: Sun. June 19 @ 1pm - soft close
Featuring: v. clean JD 9500 combine w/ new rubber; Ford 846 4WD,
Case 2290, medium-sized tillage, augers, harvest equipment, hopper
bottom bins, antique farm implements, vintage vehicles, panels &
bale feeders & more.
More details to come closer to sale date.

Sale handled by Wright’s Auction Service Ltd.
Boissevain & Melita, MB.
Please call: 204-534-7997 or 204-305-0284 if any questions or email
w.wright@mymts.net. Please visit our website www.wrightauction.ca and
click on “Bid On Line” to register and follow the instructions.
Valid credit card required for new registry.
Many more sales to come! Monthly sales will continue as On Line Timed Sales,
please call to inquire about your own sale or consignment.
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How gene editing helps farmers and consumers
Health Canada is reportedly likely to treat gene-editHG FURSV GLIIHUHQWO\ WKDQ JHQHWLFDOO\PRGLÀHG FURSV RU
GMOs. That would be the right move.
That means the oversight provided by the Canadian
Food Inspection Agency would look very much like what
we see for conventionally-bred crops.
7KLV LVVXH LV REYLRXVO\ IDU UHPRYHG IURP FRQVXPHUV
but it will certainly affect them.
*HQHWLFPRGLÀFDWLRQLVGLIIHUHQWIURPJHQHHGLWLQJ*HQHWLFPRGLÀFDWLRQW\SLFDOO\LQYROYHVDUWLÀFLDOO\LQVHUWLQJ
genes into the genome of a plant or animal. Gene editing
FDQ LQVWDQWO\ LQ D YHU\ WDUJHWHG ZD\ HGLW SDUWV RI D JHQRPH E\ HOLPLQDWLQJ FRUUHFWLQJ RU DGGLQJ VHFWLRQV WR D
plant’s DNA.
Gene editing typically doesn’t involve introducing
JHQHVIURPRWKHUVSHFLHVEXWWKHVHWHFKQLTXHVDOORZTXLWH
complex control of an organism’s genome. With gene edLWLQJPDQ\\HDUVRIUHVHDUFKFDQEHVDYHGE\GRLQJVLPLlar adjustments through conventional breeding.
Biological and anti-GMO enthusiasts will claim both
are the same. They simply aren’t.
0DQ\FRXQWULHVLQFOXGLQJVRPHLQ(XURSHDUHUHZULWLQJ UHJXODWLRQV IRU JHQHWLFDOO\PRGLÀHG VHHGV WR UHÁHFW
what gene editing can do. This biological compromise is
different from unnaturally crossing breeds to create a new
plant.
7KLVLVZHOFRPHQHZVIRUHYHU\RQHLQFOXGLQJFRQVXPHUVZKREDUHO\XQGHUVWDQGWKHUDPLÀFDWLRQVRIVXFKDGHcision.
Gene editing will impact agriculture and make our
IDUPVPRUHHIÀFLHQW
&RQVXPHUVZLOOEHQHÀWIURPJHQHHGLWLQJZLWKRXWUHDOL]LQJLW%\PDNLQJFURSSURGXFWLRQPRUHHIÀFLHQW\LHOGV

Sylvain Charlebois
FDQLQFUHDVHZKLOHXVLQJOHVVODQGOHVVZDWHUDQGIHZHU
natural resources. Gene editing can make agriculture
even more sustainable.
%\WZHDNLQJWKH'1$RISODQWVFURSVFDQDGDSWIDVWHU
WRFOLPDWHFKDQJHDKXJHERRVWIRUDVHFWRUKLJKO\YXOQHUable to Mother Nature’s wrath. Plants can be designed to
UHVLVW GURXJKW GLVHDVHV DQG SDWKRJHQV KHOSLQJ IDUPHUV
in Canada and other parts of the world where farmers are
often impoverished by climate change. Banana production is a good example.
,Q DGGLWLRQ JHQH HGLWLQJ FDQ FKDQJH WKH QXWULWLRQDO
composition of a plant for the better. For plant-based
DÀFLRQDGRVSURWHLQFRQWHQWLQFURSVFDQEHLQFUHDVHGWR
PDNHSURFHVVLQJSURGXFWVPRUHHIÀFLHQWDQGFKHDSHU)DW
FRQWHQWLQFURSVFDQDOVREHORZHUHGZKLFKZRXOGPHDQ
less processing for the food we buy.
The food we waste is the one bill we never get but alZD\VSD\DVFRQVXPHUVDQGJHQHHGLWLQJFDQKHOSRQWKDW
IURQWWRR/HWWXFHPXVKURRPVDQGWRPDWRHVZRXOGKDYH
a longer shelf-life as they could ripen later. Supply-chain
woes are shortening the shelf-life of many foods we buy
at retail. Gene editing can help.
,I \RX KDYH DOOHUJLHV RU LQWROHUDQFHV JHQH HGLWLQJ FDQ

DOVRSOD\DUROH)RUH[DPSOHQRQJOXWHQZKHDWFDQPDNH
bread and pasta edible for those who suffer from celiac
disease. More than three million Canadians say they have
at least one food allergy and a million others have food
intolerances. Science can make some food less frightening
for millions of Canadians. The possibilities are endless.
But gene editing is no panacea for all our ills in food.
Fear-mongering groups have already started to express
FRQFHUQVDERXWJHQHHGLWLQJ$QGWRDFHUWDLQH[WHQWWKHVH
groups are right that more research is needed and that we
should move forward with extreme caution. Nothing is
DEVROXWHRUSHUIHFWLQVFLHQFHDQGZHQHHGWRDSSUHFLDWH
the risks involved with gene editing over time.
7KH RWKHU FKDOOHQJH LV WUDQVSDUHQF\ (YHU\ GD\ ZH·UH
exposed to food products that include genetically modiÀHGLQJUHGLHQWVZLWKRXWNQRZLQJZKHUHWKH\DUH
Over 75 per cent of food products sold in Canadian groFHU\VWRUHVFDQFRQWDLQVRPHJHQHWLFDOO\PRGLÀHGLQJUHdients but labels make no mention of it. There’s a good
FKDQFH IRU H[DPSOH WKDW \RX·YH HDWHQ JHQHWLFDOO\PRGLÀHGVDOPRQZLWKRXWNQRZLQJLW7KDW·VSHUIHFWO\OHJDO
To get consumers to befriend technologies that make
DJULFXOWXUHPRUHHIÀFLHQWDQGPRUHEHQHÀFLDOIRUXVDOO
the least we can do is let consumers appreciate how farmJDWHSUDFWLFHVXSVWUHDPEHQHÀWWKHP
It’s a concern that the majority of consumers don’t care
about or they don’t understand these technologies. For
PRUH DZDUHQHVV LGHQWLI\LQJ JHQHWLFDOO\HQJLQHHUHG RU
edited ingredients at retail is the least we can do.
Dr. Sylvain Charlebois is senior director of the agri-food analytics lab and a professor in food distribution and policy at Dalhousie University.

Moosomin local celebrates being 102 years young
Continued from Page 15
“It’s different the way
now that they work the
ODQGDQGZRUNHYHU\WKLQJ
back in those days with $10
you could buy your grocerLHVQRZ\RXFDQ·WGRPXFK
with that.”
The independent woman keeps herself active
WKURXJKFOHDQLQJFRRNLQJ
playing piano and watchLQJIURPDIDUWKHZRUNWKDW
is being done on the farm.
´, SOD\ WKH SLDQR P\
ÀQJHUV FDQ VWLOO SOD\ WKH
piano. My eyesight is not
that good now so I don’t
XVHPXVLFVKHHWV,MXVWSOD\
by ear old pieces I used to
NQRZµ0F&DUWK\VD\V
“Way back when my sister and I were little kids we
XVHG WR VLQJ VRQJV DQG ,
UHPHPEHU VRPH RI WKHP ,
OHWP\ÀQJHUVDQGP\HDUV
go and just play.”
She says she thinks her
secret to living a long
healthy life is because of inheriting her dad’s genetics.
“I think I got my good
genes from my dad. My
dad was a strong man. He
died when he was 92 and
KHUH ,·P DW WKLV DJH DQG
I’m still able to do all those
WKLQJVKHGLGµVKHVD\V
Throughout her 102
\HDUV RI OLYLQJ VKH WDONV
about electricity being
the biggest change in the
world that she’s seen.
“I think electricity has
been the biggest change.
That’s made the biggest
GLIIHUHQFH \RX NQRZ WR
live in a house where you
KDYH\RXUIULGJHDQG\RXU
GHHSIUHH]HUXQQLQJZDWHU
DQG HYHU\WKLQJ QRQH RI
WKDW ZDV SRVVLEOH EHIRUHµ
McCarthy says.
“It was hard work. In
those days we would bring
D SDLO RXW IRU ZDWHU ZH
EDNHG RXU RZQ EUHDG ZH
FKXUQHG RXU RZQ EXWWHU
ZH PLONHG FRZV LW ZDV
KDUG(YHU\RQHHOVHGLGWKH
same thing.”
McCarthy says she misses those days of socializing
with people around the
farm.
“One thing where I do
notice a difference in those

GD\V LV WKH GLVWULFW \RX
NQRZ \RX ZHUH OLNH RQH
large group. You would
YLVLW EDFN DQG IRUWK \RX
would have your card
games and your dances
DW VFKRRO DQG HYHU\WKLQJ
now there’s nothing. You
go to town or you go to the
SXE\RXGRZKDWHYHUµVKH
says.
“We did a lot of what
they called old time dancLQJ 7KH ROG :DOW]HV QRW
like the kids today where
they get up and jump
DURXQGZHUHDOO\GDQFHGµ
From the older days McCarthy says she misses
when people would visit
each other on the farms.
“We would get to see
RXUIULHQGVDOOWKHWLPHWKH

don’t see anybody.
“No one visits around
WKH IDUP DQ\PRUH HYHU\one goes to town. We used
WRKDYHRXURZQJDQJZH
would cook up a big supper and then have a whole
JDQJ QRZ ZH GRQ·W GR
those things.”

What family
means to Frances
%HLQJ D ZLGRZ D PRWKHU RI IRXU FKLOGUHQ VHYHQ
grandchildren and eight
JUHDWJUDQGFKLOGUHQ 0FCarthy says her family is
a major cornerstone in her
life and brings her a lot of
happiness.
´,W·VOLNHDURRWRIDWUHH
WKH\VHQGRXWWKHEUDQFKHV
then comes the leaves and

WKHÁRZHUVDQGWKHQHYHU\WKLQJÁRXULVKHVµ
McCarthy says she’s
SURXGRIKHUIRXUFKLOGUHQ
Joan who lives in WinniSHJ%ULDQZKROLYHVEHVLGH
KHURQWKHIDUP5RVHPDU\
ZKROLYHVLQ%&DQG7LP
who lives in town in Moosomin.
“I’m just so proud of
WKHPWKHUHLVQ·WRQHWKDW,
can criticize for anything.
“I just feel that I’ve creatHGDZRQGHUIXOIDPLO\WUHH
and that’s the most important thing.”
McCarthy says she’s
grateful to have her children care for her during
this time of her life.
She mentions how happy
she is to have Brian bring

her groceries every week
and to receive daily phone
calls from her daughter
5RVHPDU\
“I’m so appreciative. I
guess it feels like you’ve
DFFRPSOLVKHG VRPHWKLQJ
if you’re proud of your
IDPLO\DQG\RXUNLGVLWMXVW
means so much.”
“I’m just so proud of all
of them that I feel like I’m
leaving something that’s
worthwhile. I can’t live forever and that never bothers
me. I don’t think about dying.”
Although aware of her
DJH 0F&DUWK\ VD\V VKH·V
not fearful of death. She
wakes up every morning
and doesn’t even think
about it.

Box 340 • Virden, Manitoba • Tel: 204-748-2809
Fax: 204-748-3478 • E-mail hls.virden@hls.ca

SAFETY INSPECTION & REPAIR SHOP
Full line of Truck/Trailer Parts
Hwy. #3 East • Melita, MB • R0M 1L0

WINTER 2022 SALE SCHEDULE

(204) 522-8451

– JANUARY 2022 –

19 Wednesday
24 Monday
26 Wednesday

VDPH SHRSOH QRZ ZH

2
4
7
9
10

STOKER COAL FOR SALE
I am presently moving coal
into SE Saskatchewan and
all areas of Manitoba.

16 Wednesday
17 Thursday
23 Wednesday

11 a.m.
9 a.m.
9 a.m.

Brennin Jack

Presort Sale
Bred Cow & Heifer Sale
Butcher Cattle Sale
Regular Feeder & Butcher Sale
DLMS Internet Sale
Sheep & Goat
Tack
Horses
Presort Sale
DLMS Internet Sale
Regular Feeder Sale/Show List
& Butcher Sale
DLMS Internet Sale

11 a.m.
12 Noon
9 a.m.
9 a.m.
10 a.m.
5 p.m.
7 p.m.
11 a.m.
9 a.m.

306-641-9285

Dane
Cockerill
204-247-1004

Richard
Bramley
204-867-7511

Ken
Day
204-748-7713

Blaine
Huston
204-750-4206

Sage
Currin
204-908-0131

Justin
Carvey
204-720-4721

Sonny
Clearsky
204-470-1744

MANAGER

10:5c

VTIW

6758&785$/67((/'($/(5
VTIW

%*UDGH&RORXUHG
VTIW

%*UDGH&RORXUHG

For any marketing information or questions regarding our
Breeder/Feeder Finance program or online auction contact:

204.877.3882
204-522-6067 (CELL)
e-mail: llgould@mymts.net

Wednesday
Friday
Monday
Wednesday
Thursday

39&/,1(5
*UDGH&RORXUHG

Presort Sale
Butcher Cattle Sale
Regular Feeder Sale

– FEBRUARY 2022 –

24 Thursday

For more information contact:
Larry Gould • Reston, MB

%(/2:)$&725<
',5(&735,&,1*
12:6(//,1*
$/80,18075$,/(56

Doug’s
Mobile Service Ltd.

FREIGHTLINER ASSOCIATE PARTS DEALER

“It’s something that I
NQRZQHHGVWRKDSSHQEXW
I don’t go to bed thinking
about it or anything. When
\RX JHW WR P\ DJH \RX
know you can’t live forHYHUEXW,KDYHOLYHGDIXOO
life time. I’ve seen it from
beginning to end really.”
“I’ve been through the
good times and the bad
WLPHV\RXWDNHZKDWFRPHV
and make the most of it.”
From farming to being
D PRWKHU JUDQGPRWKHU
DQG JUHDWJUDQGPRWKHU
she says she’s experienced
a great and happy life
through living just over a
century long.

VTIW

0XOWL&RORXUHG0LOO(QGV
¸VTIW

0XOWL&RORXUHG
0LOO(QGV
&DOOXVQRZIRUEHVWVHOHFWLRQ
RIOHQJWKV
FRORXUV
¸VTIW
&DOOXVQRZIRUEHVWVHOHFWLRQ
B-Grade
Smart Board

RIOHQJWKV
FRORXUV
3/8"
= $35/sheet
7/16" = $37/sheet
%*UDGH)LU3O\ZRRG
µ
VKHHW
·[/HQJWKV
µ
VKHHW
µ
VKHHW
%*UDGH)LU3O\ZRRG
µ
VKHHW
·[/HQJWKV
1RZVHOOLQJ6FUHZ3LOHV
µ VKHHW
1RZVHOOLQJ6FUHZ3LOHV
µ
VKHHW
$VNXVDERXW
)XHO$OORZDQFH

1RZVHOOLQJ6FUHZ3LOHV

)28,//$5' 67((/
6833/,(6 /7'
ZZZIRXLOODUGVWHHOFRP
)28,//$5'
67((/
67/$=$5(0%

6833/,(6 /7'
$VNXVDERXW
)XHO$OORZDQFH
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Researchers on a helicopter chase down a trio of wild pigs racing
through the snow.

A feral boar is captured in the wild.

Wild pigs on the Prairies:
USask researchers documenting exponential increase
For more than a decade, Dr. Ryan Brook (PhD) has seen the warning signs and been sounding the alarm about the ecological
and agricultural disaster the Prairies are facing from the uncontrolled spread of wild pigs and the damage they do.
BY James Shewaga
His warnings have gone largely unheeded, while wild pigs continue rapidly
expanding across Western Canada, with
no nationally co-ordinated science-based
containment strategy in place and limited
provincial resources available. For Brook,
it’s a recipe for disaster.
“What we have seen on the Prairies in
the last 10 years is this absolutely exponential increase in the number of wild
pigs,” said Brook, who joined the University of Saskatchewan (USask) in 2010, and
is one of the few researchers in the country
actively tracking the unchecked growth of
this destructive and elusive invasive species. “Let’s be clear, wild pigs on the Canadian Prairies are expanding completely
out of control, and you can quote me on
that.”
With limited resources, Brook and his
graduate students and volunteers with the
USask-based Canadian Wild Pig Research
Project have been charting increased wild
pig sightings across the Prairies, with the
majority occurring in Saskatchewan where
feral pigs have been spotted in 80 per cent
of the province’s 296 rural municipalities.
“We have this huge database of over
60,000 individual wild pig occurrences
across Canada,” said Brook, an associate professor in the Department of Animal and Poultry Science in the College of

Agriculture and Bioresources at USask.
“Sometimes those are repeats of the same
pig wandering by trail cameras, so it’s not
all necessarily individuals, but either way,
that is a lot of occurrence data.
“Saskatchewan has 60 per cent of all of
our occurrences in our entire data base
and 99 per cent are on the Prairies and
91 per cent are just in Saskatchewan and
Manitoba combined. We have a hot spot in
East-Central Saskatchewan that isn’t that
large of an area but it actually probably
has the same number of pigs as the rest of
Canada combined.”
Wild pigs have spread as far as British
Columbia and Ontario, and in the past
IHZPRQWKV3DUNV&DQDGDFRQÀUPHGWKH\
ZHUHIRXQGIRUWKHÀUVWWLPHLQDQDWLRQDO
park, spotted at Elk Island National Park
east of Edmonton. Brook said it is only a
matter of time before they invade Prince
Albert National Park, and other cherished—and fragile—environment sanctuaries.
“We need to recognize that there are
some major strongholds that will never be
eradicated, but there are other areas that
are nearly pig-free, or could be made so,”
said Brook. “My worry about recognizing
that we won’t fully eradicate them from
Canada now is I don’t want that to be an
excuse not to try and not to address this.
We still need to act.”

3i¢ZfcZ¢
THANK A FARMER

Dr. Robert Kitchen MP
Souris-Moose Mountain

tXXX.drrobertkitchen.ca

The wild pig problem began innocently
enough back in the late 1980s when wild
boars from Europe were imported by a
few Canadian farmers to raise for meat,
with most interbred with domestic swine.
Some were set free when the boar meat
market cooled off, while others escaped
due to inadequate fencing and have continued to spread and breed uncontrolled
for decades (averaging litters of six every
six months), destroying crops, contaminating watersheds and damaging fragile
ecosystems while running amok.
“Crop damage is often the biggest economic impact. The U.S. loses 2.5 billion
dollars per year just in crop damage alone

due to wild pigs,” said Brook, who noted
the problem is an economic disaster in
the making for Prairie producers, if left
unchecked. “No question the potential is
to get into the tens of millions just in crop
damage alone. Disease is harder to estimate in terms of cost, but we do know that
when we had mad cow disease, one farm
in Alberta had one case and the whole
country shut down. So certainly, if we
had African swine fever in one wild pig,
it would cost millions upon millions to address it. And it’s also harder to put a value
on wetlands and clean freshwater and ecosystems in general; they are invaluable.”
Continued on page 22

Looking for a new home on a 90’ Lot?
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Sask ‘Farm TV’ YouTubers attract millions of views
Continued from Page 9
He also doesn’t do it for the cash. However, for other producers, Farm TV is a
side income that relies on connecting with
an audience over notoriously unreliable
rural internet.
A 2020 online survey of roughly 500
self-selected farmers by the Agricultural
Producers Association of Saskatchewan
found 75 per cent of participants were disVDWLVÀHGZLWKWKHLULQWHUQHWFRQQHFWLRQV
Rural internet woes even throw up road
blocks for Mitchell.
“It’s not unheard of for Mike to run to
Swift Current, which is about a four-hour
round trip at 200 miles, just to upload two
videos and then come back and do it again
within two days,” Mitchell said.
Internet issues aside, he’s not the only
one with a wide following.
Jan Kielstra, better known by his You-

Tube handle SaskDutch Kid, has 158,000
subscribers watching the expanding
chronicles of life on a dairy farm.
When he had about 70,000 subscribers,
he conducted a survey among them and
was surprised to learn about half were
other farmers. They like to see how their
peers do business, but there may be something else to it, Kielstra said.
“People like farming. I think there’s a lot
of people that don’t have a connection to a
family farm anymore, and they still are interested to see how their food is produced.
“You see a lot of people on social media
saying, ‘I bought a new house or I bought
a new Lamborghini.’ This is just about going to go milk some cows.”
Milking cows resonates enough for
SaskDutch Kid to market a clothing line.
Kielstra sells shirts, hoodies and caps on
his website.

The income from his YouTube exploits is
solid, but it’s also not a huge impact on his
dairy operation, he said.
+H·V D IDUPHU ÀUVW DQG VHHV WKH <RXTube channel as a way to counter some
of the negative press dairy operations can
get.
“Open the doors to our farm, give people a view inside of what our operations
look like and they can like that or not
based on the video,” he said.
Nicholas Moreau, also known as South
Sask. Farmer, has also expanded into merchandise with a similar set of wares emblazoned with his YouTube logo.
He also attributes his channel’s success
to a sense of authenticity. Moreau swears,
drives a combine with his kids snacking
in the back seat, and runs into bad spells
of weather and luck, like this summer’s
drought.

“I hate videoing it, but it’s part of it. People have to see,” he said.
He isn’t so keen on other channels from
outside of the province, who sanitized
their image after building popularity on
YouTube, he said. For him, it’s more important to be honest on the channel.
<RX ZRQ·W ÀQG 0LNH 0LWFKHOO EHJJLQJ
viewers to hit the “like” and “subscribe”
buttons, either.
He refuses all sponsorship offers, for the
simple reason that he doesn’t want anything limiting his freedom. He also turns
GRZQ DQ\RQH RIIHULQJ WR ÀOP IRU KLP³
part of a running joke where Mitchell calls
himself a human GoPro.
His philosophy behind the camera is
straightforward: just act naturally.
“I’m the same person on YouTube as I
am in real life,” he said. “In fact, I probably
tone it down.”

Wild pigs on the Prairies:
USask researchers documenting exponential increase
 Continued from Page 21
Growing to sometimes more than 600
pounds, wild pigs are aggressive with razor sharp tusks and have been known to
attack humans, including a Texas woman killed in her driveway two years ago.
Brook also noted a major recall of spinach
in California due to E-coli, connected to
ZLOGSLJVFRQWDPLQDWLQJDÀHOGDQGFUHDWing a health risk.
So what’s the solution? Brook advocates
for a multi-pronged approach to containment, since “we have missed our window
of opportunity” to eradicate the invasive
species. In an ideal world, Brook’s wild
pig-containment toolbox would include
baiting, trapping, and the strategic removal of wild pigs using helicopters to capture
them. Sport hunting is not part of a viable
solution.
“(Helicopter capture) is expensive, but
it’s highly, highly effective,” said Brook.
“We net them out of a helicopter and that
works great because you can cover huge
areas.”
However, Brook said the biggest prob-

lem is we simply don’t know how big of a
problem wild pigs have become. Brook’s
current PhD student Ruth Aschim recently
OHG WKH ÀUVW DQG RQO\ VFLHQWLÀF VXUYH\ RI
wild pig expansion in the country—pubOLVKHGLQ1DWXUH6FLHQWLÀF5HSRUWV
“If Canada is going to get really serious
about pigs and try to remove some, or at
least control them, then you need data to
actually tell you if you are winning or if it
is getting worse. We just don’t know what
the population numbers are,” said Brook.
´/LNHDZLOGÀUHWKHFRUQHUVWRQHIRUGHDOing with invasive species is early detection
and rapid and aggressive response, and
we missed that window.
“It was easy to ignore them through the
’90s and the 2000s, but as we are seeing
in 2021, you can ignore wild pigs all you
want, until you simply can’t ignore them
anymore. The problem has exploded over
a very short timeline and it is painful that
all the predictions that we have been making have become absolutely true, in terms
of their expansion.”
Brook, who calls the uncontrolled

spread of wild pigs “an ecological trainwreck,” fears it will take a major economic
catastrophe or extensive environmental
damage to create the impetus to act.
“I believe that a lot of my work with my
research team has really been about collecting data and preparing for a big crisis,
and hopefully it’s not a major disease outbreak,” said Brook. “That’s a real concern.
African swine fever is a major, major concern and it would be a massive hit to our
economy. I think we are just waiting for a
big crisis to happen, whether it is an outbreak, somebody being killed by a pig, or

a major increase in highway collisions. It
is unfortunate if we only see major effort
after a major crisis occurs.”
“People often ask me what the path forward is, what we need to do,” Brook added. “What we desperately need is leadership and a co-ordinated effort. I am happy
to talk about the details of which technique
LVEHWWHUDWÀQGLQJSLJVDQGZKLFKLVEHWWHU
at removing them, and that is important.
But the most important thing we need is
for all stakeholders to come together on
this, recognize it is a problem, and deal
with it before it is too late.”
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After meeting the homestead animals and walking from the Shelterbelt Tree tour, Rhys Mondor (left) and Monroe Mondor sit down by the
bonﬁre.

In between dogsledding and planting snare traps, (left) Derek Racette,
Calvin Racette, Shannon Landrie-Crossland, Shauna Fay, Monroe Mondor and Garrick Schmidt gather around the ﬁre.

MNS hosts winter camp weekend at Kenosee
Continued from page 4

Meaning behind
winter camps to the region
The camp consisted of 12 attendees. Mondor says he
hopes the camp gets more exposure and reaches its full
potential.
“We hope these activities teach people who have never
done winter camping before, about how people used to
live and how they used to do it,” Mondor says.
´7KLV LV RXU IRXUWK FDPS WKLV \HDU RXU ÀUVW ZLQWHU
camp. There’s 12 people, we would like to see 30 or 40
come to these.”
“We hope to gain traction, gain interest and sharing stories in the media to let people know what we’re doing and
try to tie people back into our culture.”
He says it’s important to share the understanding of
dogsledding and inform others about the meaning of the
activity.
“Dogsledding for example, was a main mode of transportation back in the day and Garrick is the only one out
of Prince Albert that does this.”
“It’s important to show people what is all involved,
when everyone thinks of sled dogs they think of a great
big husky and there’s no huskies here. Its’ Greyhound,
+HDOHU DQG 6LEHULDQ +XVN\ FURVVHV ,W·V D GLͿHUHQW PL[
of dogs, just giving people the knowledge is important,”
Mondor says.
“With the Métis and even Indigenous culture, they
stopped teaching a lot of it in schools so I never found out
I was Métis until 15 years ago. I never learned that as a kid

and I’m doing this now, to teach my kids. That’s also why
someone like Calvin who grew up in the Métis culture is
here. He’s got stories and knowledge to share, that’s why
we’re doing this winter camp.”
Mondor says it’s important for Elders to attend activities, otherwise the culture will die if not passed on to
younger Métis generations.
“They have a language it’s called Michif, it’s a Cree,
French and their own dialect mixed, there’s not many
people left who can speak it. Like nobody here can speak
it. When you lose aspects of your culture like your language, it’s tough to learn, even aspects such as the traditional uses of harvest.”
´:HZHQWRXWDQGKDUYHVWHGFKDJDRͿDELUFKWUHHDQG
it’s got medicinal uses, not a lot of people know that. To
pass that on, we hope it continues to carry on.”
Chaga is a fungus that grows on birch trees, it is rich
antioxidants and contains medicinal properties.
Calvin Racette, an Elder from the region says it’s incredible to have a winter camp in Métis Nation—Saskatchewan—Eastern Region 3.
“We keep saying ‘we’re only claiming our identity,’ and
that’s what we’re doing, it’s incredible.”
“This is a way for us to gather as friends, this is a way
for us to gather as family. We’re reclaiming our history,
our traditions, our existence, we’re sharing, we’re building. It’s huge, this is huge for us,” says Racette.
“This way I get to know Dexter as a friend, I get to know
his kids and build those relationships. It’s massive, and
not only that, I know quite a lot of history about the valley
but I don’t know anything about Kenosee. I’m learning a

lot about this place now and to me, that’s huge. I get to
expand my knowledge, I get to expand my connections,
my network and it just feels great.”
Racette spent the weekend telling stories, playing traditional games and teaching the group how to set hunting
traps.
“Last night we went out and set beaver traps at the
lodge, and we got up this morning and went for a walk
down the trail looking for chaga,” says Racette,
“Now we’re just here for this afternoon, to sit around
WKHFDPSÀUHDQGWHOOVWRULHVDQGSOD\WUDGLWLRQDOJDPHV
We all have our life experiences, those are stories I want
to share, lot of our games, our board games too, and then
tomorrow we will go back to check the snare traps to see
if we got anything.”

Future of
additional winter camps
0RQGRUVD\·VKH·VKDSS\WKDWWKHZLQWHUFDPSLVÀQDOO\
happening in the Eastern Region 3 because it will bring
more awareness to the presence of Métis communities.
“It’s big because there hasn’t been a lot of winter camps
anywhere and nothing in the south, because the Métis
community started in the south but they’re more prevalent in the north, there’s not a lot of camps in this year. By
showing that we’re active down here and having more
winter camps, we want people to learn from it.”
Mondor says he plans on organizing additional winter camps in the new year in January and February and
intends on including more dogsledding and other Métis
traditional activities.

Owner of Eagle Ridge Dog Sled Tours, Garrick Schmidt and president of Métis Nation of Saskatchewan—Eastern Region 3 Dexter Mondor, go
dogsledding on Kenosee Lake during their winter camp weekend.
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